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DRA Mission Statement

To create an excellent quality of life for all downtown Wilkes-Barre Residents by helping to promote a safe and attractive downtown, which would also be instrumental in developing the cultural,
educational, and business atmosphere of the city.

Who is the DRA?

Founded in 2001, the Wilkes-Barre Downtown Residents Association (DRA) is a neighborhood association serving the residents of
those who call downtown home. The DRA
works to promote and improve the city’s oldest
neighborhood by sponsoring public presentations, advocating for all residents and holding
community functions. The DRA seeks to create an excellent quality of life for all residents
and visitors to Downtown Wilkes-Barre by
helping to promote a safe and attractive downtown, which is instrumental in developing the
cultural, educational, and business atmosphere
of the city.
The DRA generally meets at 7:00 p.m. on the
3rd Tuesday of each month September to May.

Please email wilkesbarredra@gmail.com to be
added to the mailing list for information on
meetings.
Over the past decades, the DRA has supported improvements to Public Square, flower
baskets, beautification projects, mural project,
the Northeast Pennsylvania Philharmonic, Ballet Northeast, Little Theater, Luzerne County
Historical Society, Ousterhout Free Library,
Wilkes-Barre Preservation Society and the
Wyoming Valley Art League. It has also held
candidates’ forums for mayoral, city council and
county council races. Proceeds from the Downtown Historic Homes Tour will support DRA
operations and cultural and civic organizations
in Downtown Wilkes-Barre.

downtown Wilkes barre residents
association 2018

Lark Mountain Market Place
The Area’s First Antique & Collectible Mall
8,000 sq. ft. of :
Antiques • Coins • Trains • Jewelry
Collectibles • Shabby Chic
Jugs & Pottery • Furniture
Primitives • Crystals & Minerals
Vintage Clothing • Military
Much More!
306 Wilkes-Barre Twp. Blvd., Wilkes-Barre Twp., PA 18702 • 570-822-8855

Major Credit Cards (below Wegman’s) • www.larkmountainmarketplace.com • Air conditioned • Handicapped accessible
Accepted
Hours: Mon. Closed, Tues., Wed. 10-6; Thurs., Fri. 10-7; Sat. 12-6; Sun. 12-5

Lay-A-Way
Available
80902834
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Tour Information
Saturday, September 29 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. | House tour: $25 | Hour tour + lunch: $50
Tour five downtown homes and two renovated apartments
Optional lunch at the Frederick Stegmaier Mansion or Le Manhattan Bistro
Check or money orders payable to “Downtown Residents Association” can be mailed to:
DRA House Tour
4 Public Square
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701
Please include reservation names, a phone number and email address so we can confirm receipt of your
reservation.
Questions:
570-592-5709 | drahousetours@gmail.com

Proud to serve the Wyoming Valley since 1959

Smith Brothers Furniture, Inc.

USA

MAde
In The

Berne, IndIAnA

12 Months
Same as Cash
With approved
credit. See
Store
Details
80902831

Free
Delivery
With purchase
of $1,000 or
more. Up to
25 Miles

*Lunch Reservations must be received by mail or by phone by September 27th
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Historic homes tour oﬀers peek into downtown living

by marcella Kester
For Times Leader

WILKES-BARRE – If you’ve ever wondered
what the inside of those beautiful, historic homes
in Downtown Wilkes-Barre look like, now’s your
chance to find out.
The Downtown Residents Association will be
hosting a Historic House Tour on Sept. 29, featuring various homes, apartments, restorations
and more.
This will be the second time the association
is offering a historic house tour, said group cocoordinator Pat Parks, noting that the first tour
was held back in 2016.
“We had a very successful tour in 2016. We
have all different houses this time,” Parks said,
adding that the tour is planned to run every
other year. “The houses on tour Saturday technically would not be opened for another 6 years.”
The event acts as a fundraiser for the organization, which acts in a wide capacity for the Downtown Wilkes-Barre area. Besides giving input for
issues regarding zoning, acting as a community
watchdog and more, Parks said the group also
supports various organizations in the community

through its fundraising efforts, such as the Little
Theatre of Wilkes-Barre.
Downtown resident Lissa Bryan-Smith will be
opening her West River Street 1901 Tudor home
for Saturday’s tour. While the home – built by former Wilkes-Barre Mayor Charles Loveland – can
offer attendees a glimpse of historic architecture
and vintage pieces, Smith hopes it can help shine
a new light on the area for prospective tenants.
“We believe in Downtown Wilkes-Barre. We
believe in showing people what you can do if you
live down here,” she said. “It’s a way to show that
you can live in the city of Wilkes-Barre in these
beautiful homes and have a really nice life, raise
a family.”
Association member and former tour participant Joel Zitofsky mimicked many of the same
attributes about downtown living when asked
why he opened his restored historic home for the
2016 tour. Both he and Smith admitted to participating in similar tours in previous hometowns,
adding the the experience was always enjoyable.
“I think there’s a lot of curiosity of there,”
Zitofsky said, who will be acting as a welcomer
and guide for this year’s tour. “Generally people
love these things, and are very much interested
in the preservation of these old homes.”

Individuals are able to visit the homes at their
own pace. Association members will be posted at
each of the homes, acting as guides and offering
informational booklets on some of the historic
pieces within each house.
Tickets start at $25, with an additional lunch
option available for Le Manhattan Bistro or the
Frederick Stegmaier Mansion for an additional
cost. Attendees must meet at the Wilkes University Sordoni Art Gallery prior to the start of the
tour, which runs from 10 a.m. to 4p.m.
Noting the high attendance the last tour garnished, Wilkes-Barre City Councilman Tony
Brooks hopes Saturday’s tour will bring the same
while showing attendees what a beautiful area
the downtown really is.
“I applaud the members of the Downtown Residents Association for opening up their wonderful houses to share with the public. One of the
beauties of learning about our local history and
architecture is to make us proud of the area we
call home,” he said.
Those interested in the tour can sign up
through the Downtown Residents Association
Facebook Page, or through the Diamond City
Partnership website at WilkesBarreDCP.org

Historic Homes from Last Year’s Tour

Hillard House Inn

the mary Stegmaier mansion
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Thank you to our sponsors
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Sign-in and meet up
Historic home
Optional lunch
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We Are Here For You!

We Care!

Helping Where Help Is Needed Most With An Untimely Pregnancy

Every Life Is Precious - Make The Right Choice - CALL US!

PRO LIFE CENTER of Wilkes-Barre
A Crisis Pregnancy Center
31 Hanover Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

570•826•1819

Completely staffed by volunteers for over 30 years!
80904572

80904564

MLS# 17-4154
Exquisitely crafted Mansion and Carriage House built in the
1920s. Walnut staircase, flooring, marble arches, stained glass
& antique lighting fixtures. Ideal for winery, B&B or corporate
retreat. Carriage House w/3BR apartment and 7 stall garage.
Apartment features HW floors, natural woodwork, spacious
rooms and walk up attic. Properties not to be sold separately.
$795,000

MLS# 18-3785
Back Mountain landmark filled with wonderful memories and
simply bursting with character! Could be a superb B&B, or a very
special private residence. Original chestnut woodwork, built-ins,
window seats,new roof,security system. Current layout includes
3,400 sq ft dining hall and commercial kitchen.This cherished
building offers so many exciting opportunities to the discerning
buyer! $650,000

