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• Personal Injury, including automobile, 
 motorcycle and truck accidents & slip and fall

• Workers’ Compensation

• Social Security Disability

• Wills, Power of Attorney, Estates and Probate

Ralph J. Johnston,  Jr., 
Attorney at Law

250 Pierce Street• Kingston, Pa. 18704
jjlaw1151@verizon.net  

Phone: 570-288-7101    Fax:  570-288-8340

Johnston 
& Johnston 
Law Offices

80916359
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Attorney Joseph M. Blazosek
570-655-4410
341 Wyoming Ave
Pittston, PA 18643

The Belt Law Firm, P.C.
570-714-3343
100 W Union St
Kingston, PA 18704

The Blazick Law Firm
570-829-0945
2 Public Square, Suite 102
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Colbert & Grebas, P.C.
570-299-7909
Moosic Office
210 Montage Mountain Road, Suite A
Moosic, PA 18507
Kingston Office
250 Pierce St, Suite 107
Kingston, PA 18704

Comitz Law Firm, L.L.C.
570-829-1111
46 Public Square
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

David W. Saba Esq., Attorney at 
Law
570-331-3100
400 Third Avenue, Suite 101
Kingston, PA 18704

John B. Pike, Attorney at Law
570-288-7780
400 Third Avenue, Suite 205
Kingston, PA 18704

Attorney Guide Directory
Johnston & Johnston
570-288-7101
250 Pierce St, Suite 308
Kingston, PA 18704

The Law Offices of Kevin M. 
Smith, P.C.
570-319-5018
409 North State Street
Clarks Summit, PA 18411

Law Offices of Laura C. Dennis 
Esquire
570-299-5608
843 Exeter Ave
Exeter, PA 18643

Law Office of Tony Ross
570-654-6499
126 South Main St
Pittston, PA 18640

Marshall, Parker & Weber, LLC
1-800-401-4552
Wilkes-Barre Office
570-822-6919
1065 Highway 315, Suite 402
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
Scranton Office
570-969-2127
201 Lackawanna Ave., Suite 301
Scranton, PA 18503

Michelle L. Guarneri, Attorney at 
Law
570-654-4626
49 South Main St, Suite 400
Pittston, PA 18640

Michael A. Pendolphi
570-718-0240
1141 Wyoming Ave
Forty Fort, PA 18704

Munley Law
570-346-7401
227 Penn Ave.
Scranton, PA 18503

Oliver, Price & Rhodes, Attorneys 
at Law
570-585-1200
1212 S Abington Rd
Clarks Summit, PA 18411

Selingo Guagliardo, L.L.C.
570-287-2400
345 Market Street
Kingston, PA 18704

Thomas J. Killino, Attorney at 
Law
570-569-2508
590 Rutter Avenue
Kingston, PA 18704

Vincent J. Cappellini, Attorney at 
Law
570-288-1717
400 Third Ave, Suite 400
Kingston, PA 18704

Vinsko & Associates, P.C.
570-970-9700
253 South Franklin Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Zola Law Offices
Daniel Zola & Angel Mae Webby-Zola
570-501-2822
129 Susquehanna Blvd.
W. Hazelton, PA 18202

Call An Attorney You
Can Trust Today

Knowledgabe, Dedicated 
Attorneys in Northeastern PA



Offices in Moosic & Kingston
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Northeast Pennsylvania’s Experienced, Local Choice for Elder Law
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   The particular legal issues that affect seniors 
are complex given the number of laws and 
regulations that intersect in this discipline.  
Often, legal actions taken regarding a certain 
matter may have serious negative consequenc-
es in another.  Elder Law Attorneys must have 
broad knowledge in all areas of the law that af-
fect their clients in order to ensure that future 
problems do not arise.  These areas include es-
tate planning with Wills, Trusts, and Powers of 
Attorney, Asset Protection from nursing home 
costs, Medical Assistance, Medicare, Social 
Security, and other government benefits, Trust 
and Estate Administration, and so on.  So, 
how do you choose the right attorney for your 
elder law needs? 

Tip #1 – Look for an Experienced 
Elder Law Attorney
   The attorney that you choose to handle 
your elder law issue must have the necessary 
experience to effectively resolve your matter.  
Experience comes with years of practice and a 
dedication to the practice of Elder Law.  The 
most sure-fire way to determine if an attorney 
has the level of experience you are looking for 
is the Certified Elder Law Attorney or CELA 
designation.  An attorney with the CELA 
designation has been certified by the National 
Elder Law Foundation (NELF) as an expert in 
the field of Elder Law.  In other words, NELF 
has done the work for you.  

5 Tips for 
Choosing an Elder 
Law Attorney

By Brenda D. Colbert, Esq., CELA* and Kevin R. Grebas, 
Esq., CELA*

A CELA designation means that the attorney 
has practiced for at least 5 years and has dem-
onstrated a substantial involvement in the field 
of elder law.  The attorney must also undergo 
a review by other attorneys indicating ethical 
integrity and competence.  The CELA attor-
ney would have demonstrated knowledge and 
expertise by passing a rigorous examination.  
The attorney must then be re-certified every 
five (5) years.  There are currently fewer than 
60 CELAs who practice law in Pennsylvania.

Tip # 2 –Look for a local Elder 
Law Attorney
   An attorney who lives, works, spends, hires, 
and invests in NEPA will have a vested inter-
est in the favorable outcomes of NEPA client 
matters that may not be present in an attorney 
who merely has a satellite office here.  A local 
attorney will be more convenient and acces-
sible to you.  A local attorney will also have 
the best working knowledge of the resources 
available to clients here in NEPA.  Most impor-
tantly, a local attorney with a strong connec-
tion to NEPA will most likely treat you like a 
neighbor, and not just a number.

Tip # 3 – Look for an Elder Law 
Attorney who gives you Peace of 
Mind
   Peace of mind comes with knowledge and 
understanding.  If you are dealing with an 
elder law issue, such as a loved one needing 
nursing home care or having special needs or 

even planning your own estate, you may feel 
anxious and fearful.  This is understandable 
especially because of the many misconceptions 
in the community concerning these issues.  An 
elder law attorney should alleviate your fears 
by educating you about the facts concerning 
the rules and regulations that impact elder law 
issues and by providing viable and tailored 
solutions to your particular issues.  

Tip # 4 – Look for an Elder Law 
Attorney who represents only 
seniors, not institutions
   An elder law attorney should always have 
the best interest of the senior in mind.  Your 
elder law attorney should be committed to 
helping individuals to work with institutions, 
but should not represent those institutions 
because a conflict could occur when loyalties 
are divided.  

Tip # 5 – Look for and attend 
Educational Events by the Elder 
Law Attorney
   One of the best ways to get to know an at-
torney and to get valuable information about 
elder law issues and solutions is to attend 
educational events given by the attorney in the 
community.  Attending such events will give 
you an opportunity to evaluate your level of 
comfort with the attorney prior to an initial 
consultation.     
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Grandparents called upon to raise 
grandchildren

   Older adults whose children have grown up 
often look forward to the next stages in life, 
which may involve retirement, downsizing 
and enjoying visits with their grandchildren. 
A growing number of aging adults may find 
themselves playing a key role in their grand-
children’s lives.
   According to data from the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, 2.7 million grandparents across the coun-
try are stepping into parental roles for their 
grandkids. Some assist their adult children 
while others have become the primary caregiv-
ers. Factors like military deployment, illness, 
incarceration, and substance abuse are forcing 
grandparents to take on responsibilities they 
may have thought were over. PBS reports that, 
between 2009 and 2016, the number of grand-
parents raising grandchildren in the United 
States rose by 7 percent.
   Although raising the next generation can 

bring about many rewards, including security, 
sense of purpose, a deeper relationship with 
family, and social interaction, there are many 
obstacles as well. That includes the finan-
cial strain that raising children can place on 
individuals unprepared for the cost of child-
rearing. Census figures also show that about 
one-fifth of grandparents caring for children 
have incomes that fall below poverty level. 
Grandparents may be rusty concerning safety 
requirements and equipment now needed to 
care for grandchildren as well. 
   As grandparents navigate the unexplored wa-
ters of raising grandchildren, there are certain 
factors they need to consider.

Legal advice or advocacy
   Certain circumstances may require grand-
parents to seek legal help so they can raise 

their grandchildren in lawful ways. If there 
is neglect, divorce, arrest, or other factors, it 
may be a smart idea for grandparents to seek 
the help of an attorney or advocacy group to 
clarify their legal rights and ensure access 
to grandchildren. In addition, grandparents 
may need certain legal documents, such as a 
power of attorney, citizenship papers, adoption 
records, or consent forms.

Get educated
   The rules have changed since grandparents 
raised their own children. It is important 
they learn as much as possible on child safety 
guidelines. Consumer advocacy groups or 
pediatricians can help explain how guidelines 

See ‘GRANDPARENTS’ | 13



Contact John B. Pike
400 Third Avenue Suite 205
Kingston, PA 18704

Phone: 570-288-7780
Fax: 570-714-2398
Email: attorney@att.net

Attorney  John B. Pike

Criminal Defense
Defending client’s rights for more than 25 years
If you have been charged with a crime in Pennsylvania, 
you need an experienced criminal defense attorney on your 
side. For more than 25 years, attorney John B. Pike has been 
fighting to defend the rights of accused clients. He has built his 
reputation on getting results. Intimately familiar with all facets 
of the Pennsylvania criminal justice system, John Pike has the 
knowledge and skill to make sure you understand your legal 
options and to guide you through the legal process.
John B. Pike, Attorney at Law in Kingston has represented 
clients in state and federal courts on charges ranging from 
minor offenses to serious felonies, including:
Traffic violations
Assault and battery
DWI/DUI/OWI
Possession of drugs
Theft and larceny
Burglary
Robbery
Arson
Rape
Homicide — murder/manslaughter
Domestic violence
White collar crime

When you have charges on your record that you want 
eliminated, John Pike can help you get those charges sealed 
or expunged or represent you in appellate court.No matter 
what obstacle has been placed in your way, Attorney John B. 
Pike goes the extra mile to ensure that you get the justice you 
deserve. He has taken an oath to provide exemplary service, 
an oath that he is dedicated to honoring. Through meticulous 
preparation and firm attention to detail, his efforts are 
always focused on achieving that goal. He personally speaks 
with witnesses, combs through police records and thoroughly 
examines the alleged crime scene, if necessary. He also brings 
in experts who challenge the prosecution and help prepare trial 
strategy. Nothing is more important than your freedom. If you 
need a defense attorney who is dedicated to your case, contact 
John B. Pike, Attorney at Law today.

80917054
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 Experience You Need. 
Results You Want.
Operating as a full service general practice Law Firm 

which handles criminal & civil matters with an emphasis on:

Michelle L. Guarneri
AttOrney At LAw

49 S. Main Street, Suite 400 • Pittston, PA 
570-654-4626

• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• Drunk Driving (D.U.I.)
• Accident & Personal Injury
• Wills, Trust & Estates
• Real Estate
• Bankruptcy
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security Disability
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Blazoseklaw.com
341 WYOMING AVE. 

 WEST PITTSTON (NEWHART INS. BLDG.)

NO FEES UNLESS WE WIN

THE LAW OFFICES OF
JOSEPH M. BLAZOSEK

UNABLE TO WORK? Claim denied? Not sure where to turn? Call me, I can help.
Workers Compensation, Social Security Disability, Claims denied, Benefits 

challenged, Told you are recovered when you are still hurt.

Relieve the stress, Receive your benefits, Get what you deserve! 
Put my over 35 years of experience on your side. 

I know how to get results and I will personally handle your case.

INJURED UNABLE
TO WORK

FREE
CONSULTATION

Auto Accidents

Workers Compensation

Trials & Settlements

Social Security
Disability

Slip & Fall

C & R Comp. 

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?
GET THE HELP YOU NEED, KNOW YOUR RIGHTS.

Criminal Defense for DUI, Traffic Offenses, Felonies, Misdemeanors
Federal, State & County Magisterial Courts.

MONEY PROBLEMS? BANKRUPTCY?
I can be your debt relief agency, and help you file for bankruptcy

relief under the bankruptcy code. Help is here.
Stop the phone calls, Find out your rights, Protect your property,

Stop foreclosures, Personal, Small Business (Chapter 7 & 13}
Sound Legal Representation To Three Generations Of Families in Wyoming Valley

Call for your FREE
consultation today.

570-655-4410
80

91
61

98
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have changed. New furniture and toys that meet current safety guide-
lines may have to replace older, unsafe items.

Take care of yourself
   Raising grandchildren can be emotionally taxing, especially if poor 
circumstances led to the grandchildren being placed with family. It is 
crucial to recognize feelings and one’s own health when caring for oth-
ers. A grandparent who is exhausted or overwhelmed may not offer the 
appropriate care. Emphasizing one’s own mental and physical health 
is essential, as is getting help and advice when it’s most needed. The 
organization AARP recommends compiling a list of support services, 
such as respite care providers, counselors and support groups.

Grandchildren will have feelings, too
   Children, whether they are old enough to understand or not, may 
react to change differently. Some children may act out while others 
may grow detached. Grandparents can focus on providing stable envi-
ronments and offer support and consistency even if grandchildren are 
withdrawing or pushing their loved ones away with words or actions.
Raising grandchildren can be complicated, but it has become more 
prevalent. It can take time for these new family units to find their 
grooves. More information is available at www.aarp.org in their Grand-
Families Guide.

GRANDPARENTS from 10



EXPERIENCED & AGGRESSIVE
FAMILY LAW LITIGATOR

Divorce
• Property Distribution
• Alimony
• Child/Spousal Support
• Pre-Nuptial/Separation agreements

Custody
• Physical/Legal Custody
• Visitation
• Child Relocation
• Grandparents Rights

PFA (Protection From Abuse)

Name Changes

Adoptions

Children &Youth cases

Criminal law
• DUI/ARD

Personal Injury
• Auto accidents

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

570-718-0240
Email: attymap@epix.net • 1141 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort

80916350

Michael A. Pendolphi,
Attorney at Law
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Pit tston, PA
570-569-2508
www.tjkillinolaw.com
Email: tjkill@yahoo.com

We proudly serve Northeastern 
Pennsylvania and the surrounding 

communities, and can assist you with 
your various legal needs, whether 

in family law, criminal law, personal 
injury, Social Security Disability, estate 

planning, or business law.  Contact 
us today to see how we can best 

represent you.

Thomas J. Killino
Attorney At LAw

YOUR PARTNER
IN JUSTICE

80916393
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Request a FREE Consultation Call 570-319-5018
ksmithlawoffice.com

T H E   L AW   O F F I C E S   O F

KEVIN M. SMITH, p.c.

We focus on real estate and business law.
Highly credentialed and experienced, we are client-focused and solutions-oriented. Lead attorney 
Kevin M. Smith, Esq. is one of the few attorneys in the U.S. with a Master of Laws in Real Estate.

Residential and Commercial Real Property Transactions
PURCHASING REAL PROPERTY
The Agreement of Sale is the document you sign when you purchase real property. It is usually presented to you by the real estate agent and it sets forth all the rights and obligations of the parties 
involved in the transaction. Before signing it, you should review the agreement with a real estate attorney to ensure the language is clear and to see which terms you may be able to negotiate to 
your advantage. Call us for a full evaluation of your Agreement of Sale, as well as representation throughout the closing process. Upon request, we can also assist you by drafting an Agreement of 
Sale. As Kevin M. Smith is a Pennsylvania-licensed title agent, we work with one of the largest title insurance companies in the area to offer you title insurance for your transaction.

SELLING REAL PROPERTY
Many people are told they do not need an attorney to sell real property. 
However, for a relatively small fee, we can save you time, alleviate worry 
and potentially save you money. In addition to preparing the deed 
on your behalf, we provide all the information needed to the buyer’s 
attorney, and thoroughly review the closing documents for monetary 
errors and inconsistencies. Also, we understand you have a busy schedule 
and that it may be inconvenient for you to attend the closing. We 
regularly meet with clients at a date and time convenient for them. and 
then attend the closing on their behalf.

LEASING REAL PROPERTY
Leases appear to be standard, but often contain many items that could 
end up costing you dearly. Many times the devil is in the details. Call us 
for a full evaluation of your lease.

LENDER REPRESENTATION
If you are a commercial or private lender in need of an experienced 
attorney to protect and promote your business interests, you can trust 
us to meet all of your legal needs. Call us for full representation at every 
stage of the lending process. We can assist with the drafting of:
• Mortgage Commitment Letters
• Promissory Notes and Loan Agreements
• Mortgages
• Assignments of Leases
• Security Agreements
• UCC-1 Financing Statements
Also, when there is a default on a note, we represent lenders throughout 
the legal proceedings necessary to foreclose on a property.

LAND USE AND ZONING FOR COMMERCIAL AND 
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
From residential home additions to commercial real estate development, 
you will encounter zoning or land use laws. We represent individuals and 
businesses during land use and zoning processes, including:
• Obtaining Building Code and Zoning Variances
• Removing, Modifying or Enforcing Easements and Restrictions
• Contract Negotiations
• Planning and Zoning Board Approvals
• Land Use and Development Planning
• Boundary Disputes and Litigation
• Please contact us for a full evaluation of your zoning/land use needs.

OTHER REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Real Estate Litigation
Commercial Landlord Tenant Issues
Residential Landlord Tenant Issues
Property Insurance Claims
Escrow Deposit Disputes
Construction Defect Disputes
Partitions (Division of Real Property)
Quiet Title Lawsuits
Code Enforcement Disputes
Eminent Domain Concerns
Real Estate Assessment (Tax) Appeals
Investment Properties

80915988

If you have questions or concerns regarding your interests in a 
lending matter, please contact us.
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Reduce accident pain and heal with 
chiropractic care

   Did you know that automotive accidents are one of 
the leading causes of injuries? In 2012, more than 5.6 
million car accidents were reported to law enforcement 
and car insurance companies, and the numbers keep 
growing. The attorney referral service and legal infor-
mation resource Find Law says the economic cost of car 
accidents is estimated at $277 billion each year. 
   In addition to causing property damage and damage 
to the vehicle, car accidents can result in various bodily 
injuries that may impact a person’s ability to function 
and work. Some of the more common injuries include 
trauma to the head, back and neck. Many different treat-
ments can help people who have been involved in auto 
accidents. Including chiropractic care in treatment plans 
may help people decrease their pain and improve their 
mobility.
   It is important for people involved in auto accidents to 
seek medical care immediately even if the need for med-
ical attention doesn’t seem readily apparent. Adrenaline 
can staunch symptoms, and a person may exacerbate 
an injury if he or she hasn’t undergone a medical exam 
after a car accident. 
   Persons involved in auto accidents can visit chiroprac-
tors as part of their post-accident treatment plans. Chi-
ropractors can perform various services to help people 
overcome their injuries.
   • Assess invisible injuries. Whiplash can produce 
symptoms hours or even days after an accident. Sore-
ness, dizziness and pain may not register on X-rays or 
imaging tests. However, a chiropractor may have the 
tools to assess injuries that result from tension, mis-
alignment and micro-tears in ligaments and muscles.
   • Reduce inflammation. Chambers Medical Group 
says that spinal manipulations and pressure release tech-
niques can realign the spinal column and help release an 
anti-inflammatory substance through the body that can 
lower pain and inflammation.
   • Improve pressure. Manipulations also can reduce 
pressure in the neck area, which in turn may ease the 
pain of headaches, stiffness, dizziness, and even ringing 
in the ears, according to the chiropractors at Pain Stop 
Clinics.
   Chiropractic care may be used alone or in concert 
with other treatment options. Medical professionals can 
work together to provide a regimen that will ease pain 
and help patients get on the road to recovery.



80916490

READY TO FIGHT
FOR YOU!

The knowledgeable team at Cappellini 
Law strives to provide its customers with 
competent and quality legal guidance to 
help them get the best possible outcome 
for their case.

Serving All Your Legal Needs:
•Criminal Law
•Personal Injury
•Wills & Estate
•Real Estate

Atty. Vincent Cappellini

Serving All Your Legal Needs:
•Family Law
•Medical Malpractice
•Social Security Disability
•Business Planning

80916490

570-288-1717
400 Third Avenue, Suite 400 

 Kingston, PA 18704

www.readytofightforyou.com

E20
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   Everyone wants to believe that they work in a safe 
environment, but workplace accidents can happen at 
any time.  Workers’ compensation is a type of insur-
ance that provides lost wages or medical benefits for 
employees in case of an injury at work.  In return for 
workers’ compensation, the injured employee waives 
all rights to sue their employer.  Here are a few basic 
steps to follow in case you get hurt at work.
   Document your accident as soon as it happens.  
File a claim with your company stating exactly what 
happened, where, how and when, and include any 
eyewitnesses.  This way, the company will have no 
reason to doubt that the accident did indeed happen 
in the workplace.  Otherwise, the company and their 
insurance agency may find it necessary to investi-
gate the incident.
   Next, visit a company-approved doctor as soon 
as possible.  The longer you wait, the greater the 
chances that your injury could become worse.  Ad-
ditionally, the doctor will provide insight as to the 
recovery process, how soon you can return to work, 
or how much time off from work you will need to 
heal properly. 
   After visiting the doctor, an official workers’ com-
pensation claim should be filed with your employer.  
This claim should include what was documented in 
your initial incident report, as well as the doctor’s 
treatment plan and recovery instructions.  Workers’ 
compensation will pay for this process, and typically 
as soon as it is determined that time off from work is 
needed, wage replacement pay will begin. 
   The final step in the workers’ compensation pro-
cess is returning to work.  Although your employer 
and the insurance company will want you to return 
to work as soon as possible after your injury, it is im-
portant not to do so until you are fully and properly 
healed.  If you return to work before you are com-
pletely physically able, you automatically put your-
self at risk for a workplace accident to occur again.
   The most important thing to remember after an 
accident happens in the workplace is that you have 
rights that were put into place to protect you, and 
your place of employment cannot take advantage 
of you.  Following these basic steps for workers’ 
compensation should guarantee that your employer 
pays for your medical treatment and any lost wages 
should you need medical leave, thereby protecting 
you and your rights as an employee.   If your employ-
er denies your workers’ compensation claim, pres-
sures you to return to work before you have healed, 
or if you simply have questions about the workers’ 
compensation claims process, a workers’ compensa-
tion lawyer at Munley Law can help. 
 

Workers’ Compensation
Article submitted by Munley Law

Photo courtesy of Pixabay



E23

80916522



Times Leader2019 Attorney Guide24 Saturday, February 2, 2019

E24

   You probably don’t want to approach the sub-
ject of death; however, it’s extremely important 
to have a conversation about Estate Planning, 
especially between older parents and their 
adult children.  You may be hesitant to raise 
the subject for a number of reasons. Children 
may not think it’s their place to raise the issue 
or they may be waiting for Mom or Dad to 
bring it up. You might be uncomfortable dis-
cussing it or simply don’t want to think about 
the losing your parents. 
While it may be uncomfortable or even awk-
ward discuss, we urge you to address the 
subject. Here are some questions to help begin 
the conversation: 

Things to Ask Estate Plans and 
Wishes
   •DO YOU HAVE A WILL?  If you don’t have 
a legally enforceable, written document, the 
state will decide who gets what of your money 
and property. You and your parents can avoid 
issues for your loved ones by planning now. 
This will save your family time and heart-ache 
after death. Failing to even establish a will can 
push your estate into intestate succession, 
meaning the courts will decide what family 
members will get and how much. 
   Even if you don’t have significant assets, it’s 
important to create a Last Will and Testament 

HAVING THE TOUGH CONVERSATIONS 

By William E. Vinsko, Jr., Esquire with 
Brian M. Vinsko, Esquire and Catherine Mihalick, Esquire, 
CTFA

to ensure that your wishes about any property 
you own are followed.
   Also, be sure to find out where the last will 
and testament is. Does the attorney have it? Is 
it in a file somewhere? Is it in a safety-deposit 
box? Knowing this will help speed up the pro-
cess of estate probate, which is a legal process 
involving concerns such as:
   •Proving the validity of a will
   •Assembling the decedent's assets for distri-
bution
   •Making distributions to those named in the 
will
   •Paying back debts
   •Preparing inheritance tax returns
   •Addressing the breach of fiduciary duty
   
   •DO YOU HAVE A POWER OF ATTOR-
NEY and a MEDICAL DIRECTIVE? Power 
of Attorney is a legal document giving the 
authority to act for another person in specified 
or all legal or financial or health care issues. 
A Medical Directive, also known as a Living 
Will, is a legal document which outlines health 
care wishes should you or your parent not be 
fit to make them known. 

   •IS THERE ANYTHING I SHOULD 
KNOW? Ask about detailed desires so you 
know your loved ones’ preferences -- burial or 
cremation, which funeral home and cemetery, 
and what to do with ashes, for example. One of 
our clients who was ailing  planned her funeral 
down to the last detail to save her loved ones 
that heartache. We made sure she communi-
cated this to her husband so he didn’t have to 
guess at her wishes. 

How to Broach the Topic
   Now that you know what to ask, what’s the 
best way to bring up this topic? You know 
your family best of all. You may want to 
introduce the subject of estate planning over 
a cup of coffee with just one person. You may 
sit everyone down at a family dinner. If your 
family has a great sense of humor, you can 
break the ice with a joke. Or, you can even ref-
erence this article. You can mention that you 
were reading the Times Leader’s Attorney 
Guide and the article by Vinsko & Associates’ 
suggested that you have a conversation about 
estate planning with your family. In our ex-
perience, you will feel relief once you address 
the subject of Estate Planning.  
   Please contact us at 570-970-9700, info@
vinsko.com, www.vinsko.com or message us 
on Facebook, if we can help you and your 
family with Wills, Power of Attorney, Medical 
Directive or any aspect of estate planning.  
   William E. Vinsko, Jr. is the founder and 
managing partner of Vinsko & Associates, 
P.C., a full service law firm with offices in Wil-
kes-Barre and Philadelphia. Brian M. Vinsko 
is an Associate at Vinsko & Associates, spe-
cializing in Family Law, Real Estate Law and 
Personal Injury. Catherine Mihalick, Esquire, 
CTFA, is an Associate at Vinsko & Associates 
with expertise in Estate Law and Planning 
and is a Certified Trust and Financial Advisor. 
Vinsko & Associates, P.C. has been providing 
legal counsel and exceptional representation 
to individuals, families and professionals in 
Pennsylvania for more than 15 years.
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How to find an attorney

   Attorneys can help people at various times in 
their lives. Much like doctors specialize in par-
ticular types of medicine, attorneys also tend 
to focus on one area of the law. For example, 
some lawyers might specialize in criminal law, 
while others may help their clients with estate 
planning.
   Choosing an attorney is an important deci-
sion, and one that many people will need to 
make at least once during their lifetimes. The 
following tips can help people find an attorney 
to help them with whatever legal advice they 
need.
• Book an initial consultation. Initial consul-
tations are typically free of charge and these 
meetings often give people a first impression 
of an attorney before they have to spend any 
money. Initial consultations are a great oppor-
tunity to gauge an attorney’s personality and 
demeanor, determine his or her experience 

and even his or her outlook for your particular 
case. Book consultations with as many attor-
neys as necessary until you feel comfortable 
making a decision.
• Be ready to ask questions. Attorneys should 
not be the only ones to speak during a con-
sultation. Make a list of general questions 
and questions specific to your case and don’t 
hesitate to ask them. Ask about the attorney’s 
accessibility should he or she become your 
attorney, making sure to determine if the at-
torney or someone else, such as a paralegal, 
will be your primary contact during your 
case. Many people are most comfortable with 
attorneys to whom they can speak to directly 
throughout their case, and that’s an important 
point to consider for people who may never 
have needed an attorney in the past.
• Discuss costs. Attorney fees are not immate-
rial, no matter how serious a case might be. 

Attorney fees vary widely, and professional 
legal advice is often expensive, especially when 
cases are complex and lengthy. Expect to sign 
a contract regarding fees before an attorney 
begins working on your case. Many attorneys 
will provide cost estimates, so get those in 
writing.
• Seek recommendations. As noted, many 
people require the services of an attorney at 
least once in their lifetimes. So don’t hesitate 
to ask family, friends or coworkers for recom-
mendations. Word-of-mouth can be a great 
way to find a reliable, trustworthy attorney. In 
addition, certain organizations may be helpful. 
For example, AARP might recommend lawyers 
who specialize in estate planning.
   Attorneys help people who need legal advice. 
Finding the right one involves careful consider-
ation of a host of factors.
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Vinsko & AssociAtes, P.c.
253 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA

570.970.9700
info@vinsko.com 
www.vinsko.com 

Need an Attorney?
All You Need to Know is Vinsko 

William e. Vinsko, Jr., esquire
Real Estate Law
Estate Probate & Litigation
Business & Corporate Litigation
Municipal & Government Law 

Brian M. Vinsko, esquire 
Family Law
Personal Injury
Employment Law
Real Estate Law

catherine Mihalick, esquire, ctFA 
Estate Planning
Estate Probate & Litigation
Real Estate Law
General Litigation

253 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA

Let us help you achieve your personal and professional goals with 
our comprehensive, consultative approach. 

 80913875

Serving Pennsylvania 

For More Than 15 Years
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