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Proudly honoring those who

SERVE, HONOR & PROTECT US!

SHAVERTOWN — On a bright Monday 
morning the Sowga family endured its darkest 
hour.

Michelle Sowga, with her three children 
at her side, eulogized her husband, Erik, 43, 
who passed away unexpectedly Wednesday at 
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital.

Erik Sowga, a longtime volunteer fi refi ghter, 
corrections employee and U.S. Navy veteran, 
made headlines two years ago for the heroic 
rescue of a woman from a burning home.

He was remembered at Monday’s funeral 
service, held in the same church where he and 
Michelle were married the Trucksville United 
Methodist Church.

Friends and family packed “The Church on 
the Hill,” wiping away tears as Michelle talked 
about Erik and the life they had together.

“I lost my best friend,” she said. “He made 
me whole. He was my rock.”

As the Sowga children — Mikayla, Austin 
and Joseph — stood behind their mom, Mi-
chelle continued her heartfelt eulogy.

“Continue to make him proud,” Michelle said 
to her children.

The service was fi lled with emotion from 
start to fi nish. Two of Erik’s best friends — 
Shavertown Volunteer Fire Department Chief 
Gary Beisel and Paul Mooney of the State 
Correctional Institute at Dallas — gave mov-
ing eulogies that helped tell the story of who 
Sowga was and how he valued family, friends 
and community.

Sowga worked at SCI-Dallas, fi rst as a guard, 
then moving up the ranks to the Facility Main-
tenance Manager. He also served the Shaver-
town Volunteer Fire Department for 29 years 
and as Assistant Fire Chief for 16 of those 
years.

But it was Michelle who offered the most 

By Bill O’Boyle
boboyle@timesleader.com

‘A good man’ laid to rest
Erik D. Sowga 1975 - 2019

Shavertown volunteer � re� ghter laid to rest in emotional ceremony

Editor’s note: This story originally ran on July 
3, 2019. We rerun again here as a tribute to 
Erik Sowga.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Members of the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections stand at the doors of the Trucksville United Methodist Church on 
Monday during the funeral service of their co-worker Erik Sowga, who was also the Assistant Fire Chief of the Shavertown 
Fire Department. Sowga rescued a women from a burning building 2 years ago on July 4th.

moving comments. She told of how she and 
Erik met in junior high school and briefl y 
dated. She said they were always close friends 
and kept in touch when Erik entered the U.S. 
Navy and Michelle went off to college.

“We always kept in touch,” she said. “We 
wrote letters back and forth.”

Michelle told of one day running into Erik.
“He came down from a ladder and we 

hugged,” she said. “I still remember the feeling 
I got from that hug.”

Michelle said her family returned from a 
trip to Paris and Erik was waiting on her front 
porch.

“So was the guy I was dating at the time,” 
she said, drawing laughter. “I don’t know what-
ever happened to Bob.”

Michelle said Erik was fi xture at her house 
and the two began dat-
ing and eventually got 
married.

“I see him in our 
children,” she said 
fi ghting back tears. 
“We always knew we 
loved each other.”

Michelle said she 
never realized how 
much Erik impacted 
so many people.

“He infl uenced so 
many people,” she 
said. “We all will keep 
telling Erik stories. He 
was my everything.”

Another emotional 
moment came when 

Mary Lynch and Paul Reinert sang “You Are 
My Light,” written by Lynch’s late husband, 
Joey. Mary noted that she and Joey sang at the 
Sowga wedding.

The song’s lyrics included:
“You are my light,
You fi ll my night,
You make wrong right,
You are my light.”
Chief Beisel said Sowga was his right arm — 

he called Sowga “a proud husband and father” 
who loved the fi re department.

Erik SowgaAimee Dilger | Times Leader

The casket of Assistant Fire Chief Erik Sowga is placed on a Shavertown � retruck after the 
funeral service at the Trucksville United Methodist Church on Monday. See ‘REST’ | 9



THANK YOU 
FOR PROTECTING 

AND KEEPING OUR 
COMMUNITY SAFE.

FROM EVERYONE  
AT ZOLA LAW, 

Colby Bognar
Hazleton City Fire Department  

Jason Zola  
Hazleton City Detective

570-501-2822       
129 Susquehanna Blvd.  
W. Hazleton, PA 18202

Trust us with your injury case. 

LAW OFFICES
ZOLA

zolalaw
80935419
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Be prepared in an Emergency situation!

. Dial 9-1-1 for all emergencies
. Know where your emergency is
. Know what your emergency is

. Always answer questions, remain 
calm and don’t disconnect until 

the calltaker is finished.

. My Physical Address is:

. Apartment/Room/Suite #

. My Municipality is:

. My Phone number:

Boro / Township / City

Luzerne County 9-1-1
Your First Contact in an Emergency!

In Luzerne County, 9-1-1 calls are answered by trained 
professionals working to send emergency response agencies to 
your location as quickly as possible. Luzerne County 9-1-1 has 
valuable resources available to assist the residents and visitors 

of our county including, but not limited to: language translation 
services during emergencies, text to 9-1-1 (call when you can, text 
when you can’t) and emergency medical instructions.  Below are 

some useful tips for callers requiring emergency assistance.

Following these suggestions during a 9-1-1 call will help save valuable 
time when seconds matter!

Do Not HaNg Up – during times of high call volume, you 
will hear a recording advising you to remain on the line – 
your call will be answered in the order is it received.  

proviDe yoUr locatioN –Provide the call-taker 
your address, including the street name and the 
EXACT municipality of the incident and the business/
commonplace name, if it is known.  If the address is 
unknown, provide the 9-1-1 Telecommunicator with as 
much information as possible to help locate the incident.

remaiN calm – although it is difficult, and it is 
understood that you are experiencing an emergency, 
try to remain calm and speak clearly, in order for the 
Telecommunicator to understand you and dispatch first 
responders to your location promptly.

aNswer tHe QUestioNs – Luzerne County 9-1-1 
Telecommunicators are trained to ask specific questions 
related to the location and incident, so it is important to 
answer the questions to the best of your ability.   While the 
call-taker is processing your call, information is sent almost 
immediately to the dispatcher, so continuing to answer 
questions does not create a delay in getting you the help 
needed.

Teach your children their physical address and create your 
free safety profile by visiting www.Smart911.com 

For additional information, or questions regarding 
Smart911, contact Angela Czapla at 570-826-3071 or 
Angela.Czapla@luzernecounty.org.  Additional resources 
can be found on our website: www.luzernecounty.org 
under the “9-1-1 Communications” link. 

80934502
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Brady 
Associates

80936208

Buying or Selling
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

T hank you to all 
First Responders 
for serving our 

communities every day.

Celebrating 30 Years Serving 
Our Real Estate Community

AVOCA FIRE DEPARTMENT

HANOVER TWP FIRE DEPT.

WEsT PITTsTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

GERMANIA FIRE COMPANY

HUGHEsTOWN FIRE CO.

AsHlEY FIRE DEPARTMENT
80934175

THANK YOU TO OUR FIRST RESPONDERS!!
PROUDlY sERVING OUR FIRsT REsPONDERs IN

NORTHEAsTERN PA WITH THEIR APPARATUs NEEDs!TERN PA WITH THEIR APPARATUsTERN PA WITH THEIR APPARATUsTERN PA WITH THEIR APPARATU  NEED
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Hanover Township police Chief Al Walker is one such individual, hav-
ing served the township for 31 years, and has fi lled his current role as 
chief since 2009. 

“My function is to make sure that every function in the department is 
running the way it should,” Walker said in an interview with the Times 
Leader on Wednesday. 

“I may not be in the fi eld providing service anymore, but I provide 
service in a roundabout way.” 

Walker got his start in the world of fi rst responders following his col-

By Kevin Carroll
kcarroll@timesleader.com

Al Walker, Hanover Township Police Chief.
Submitted photo

BADGE OF HONOR :AL WALKER

HANOVER TWP. — Police chiefs come and go, 
but it takes a truly great public � gure to lead a 

police department for more than 10 years, and to 
be a driving force in that department for over 30. 

Al Walker  |  Position: Hanover Township Police 
Chief  |  Hometown: Hanover Township

lege days, as an emergency dispatcher in Hanover Township. While in 
this post, he got to see fi rst-hand just how special the police force was 
through daily interaction. 

“I was more impressed with the positive work they were doing, and 
the positive impact they had,” Walker said. 

So, after his stint as a dispatcher came to an end, Walker enrolled in 
night classes at Luzerne County Community College, eventually earning 
his associate degree in criminal justice. 

In 1988, he joined the Hanover Township police force as a patrolman, 
a role he occupied for roughly eight years. 

“I spent eight or nine years as a patrolman, then spent some time do-
ing detective work, were I was until 2009,” Walker said. 

The reason for his departure from the fi eld was a good one: In 2009, 
Walker’s predecessor retired, and Walker was appointed to the position 
of police chief, where he’s been ever since. 

Walker may not be in the fi eld anymore, but has nothing but the ut-
most respect for his fellow fi rst responders. 

“They should be the ones nominated for this award.”  

See ‘WALKER’ | 5



Saturday, August 3, 2019 5Times Leader FIRST RESPONDERS BADGE OF HONOR

 First Responders go to work

everyday ready to do their jobs.

Some days though, they’re called

on to do the remarkable and

THEY DO...
 Many Thanks

The Hobby Shop at Walter’s Hardware
57 N Welles St.  •  Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

(570) 823-1406
80934554
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After all, his father, Richard, is a former fi re chief with Valley Regional 
Fire and Rescue and his mom, Susan, volunteers as a fi refi ghter/EMT.

So you might say fi refi ghting is in his blood.
But Bognar, a captain with the Sugarloaf Township Fire and Rescue 

unit, said he started hanging around fi re houses when he was a kid and 
he knew he wanted to one day join the company.

Bognar, who also volunteers with the Hazleton City Fire Department, 
works a full-time job at Anixter Power Solutions in Mountain Top as a 
warehouse associate. Bognar, of Drums, is 27 and engaged to be mar-
ried. All told, he said he’s been an active fi refi ghter for 13 years.

But Bognar said he realizes how important it is for people to volun-
teer with their local fi re companies — in fact, it could be a matter of life 
or death.

“Mainly for me, fi refi ghting is one of my favorite things,” Bognar said. 
“I’ve always been around fi re companies and I always respected what 
fi refi ghters and rescue personnel do for their communities.”

Bognar said being around fi re companies his whole life and having 
parents dedicated to fi refi ghting/rescue services, it made him want to 
follow in his parents footsteps.

But what sealed the deal for Bognar was the actual volunteer experi-
ence of responding to a call.

”Once you help somebody, even if they can’t say thank you, the feeling 
is overwhelming,” Bognar said. “The thanks you get as a fi refi ghter is 
providing that service — it makes you feel good and you want to con-
tinue.”

As important as it is to have a quality volunteer fi re department in 
every community, Bognar also recognizes the reality that interest has 
been waning. He said not as many young people aspire to become vol-
unteer fi refi ghters and that could result in problems down the road.

”Fire service now is dwindling down,” Bognar said. “Not having the 
younger generation come around to give us a hand is concerning. Yes 

By Bill O’Boyle
boboyle@timesleader.com

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Colby Bognar, a captain with the Sugarloaf Township Fire and Rescue unit.

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Colby Bognar, a captain with the Sugarloaf Township Fire and Rescue unit.

BADGE OF HONOR :COLBY BOGNAR
Colby Bognar |  Position: Captain with Sugar-
loaf Township Fire and Rescue  |  Hometown: 

Drums  |  Age: 27

HAZLETON — Colby Bognar knew at an early 
age that he wanted to be a � re� ghter.

it’s volunteer time, but we need volunteer fi refi ghters. It’s that simple.”
Bognar said there are many other interests for young people today 

and he understands that it takes time to get the required training and 
certifi cations to be a volunteer fi refi ghter. However, he said he hopes 
more young people will recognize how important it is to help out.

“You need the training and the requirements have increased,” Bognar 
said. “That’s why coming in, the next generation needs to be dedicated 

to the fi refi ghting and rescue ser-
vice.”

Especially at small companies like 
Sugarloaf Township, a large land 
mass that needs coverage.

“We’re constantly looking for 
more volunteers, especially younger 
people,” Bognar said. “We want to 
be able to train them to see what 
we do and what we need them to do 
into the future.”

The formula is simple — large 
coverage areas need more volun-
teers to respond when a fi re breaks 
out or there is the need for rescue 
personnel.

“Response time is always the key 
in any call we get,” Bognar said. 
“We need people to respond when 
something happens.”

Bognar said a volunteer must be 
18 to respond, but they can come 
around if younger to observe and 
learn.

“If a community doesn’t have a 
strong fi re company, that commu-
nity and its people are in jeopardy,” 
Bognar said.

When asked about a normal day in the life of a police chief, Walker 
chuckled. 

“My days are anything but normal.” 
Walker has an extensive list of duties to perform as chief, some that 

keep him even busier than his days in the fi eld. He has to handle cre-
dentials, equipment for the offi cers, and must deal with the public on an 
everyday basis. He’s also in charge of swearing in new police offi cers. 

“We just had a new offi cer start on Monday,” Walker said. 
To Walker, the path to becoming a police offi cer is a tough one, but 

one that starts in one place: with education. 
“Education is critical,” Walker said. “Anyone looking to join the force 

should get the proper training and education.” 
In addition to the mental sweat, there are many different traits that go 

into making an exemplary police offi cer. 
“Integrity, honesty, and empathy are huge,” Walker said. “It’s easy to 

become cynical, but you have to have empathy for the people involved, 
whether they’re being arrested or are a loved one involved.” 

While Walker is a man of business, he does enjoy some free time. He’s 
married with three children, and enjoys that time he gets to spend with 
his family. 

“We like to go on vacations, take in a movie or a ballgame.” 

‘WALKER’ from 4
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“A Family Owned Business Since 1985”

Jewelry W  rld
LLC

Jewelry W  rld
Gold  |  Silver  |  Diamonds  |  Platinum

After Hour or For Appointments
Call 570.760.2338

Mon.-Fri. 10am to 6pm
Sat. 10am to 2pm

570-836-14KT (1458)
90 E Tioga Street | Downtown Tunkhannock | PA 18657

80
93

52
62

Thank you for 
your service!

Dine in or Take Out 
7 days a week • 11am to 10pm · Download our free app today!

570-208-BOWL (2695)
Check out our full menu online at: 

www.chackosfamilybowlingcenter.com

Chacko’s wants to thank 
Eric K. & Cody H. 
and all of our area’s 

first responders.

Dine in or Take Out 

80935798

Check out our Delicious 
Pizza and Wings!

THANK YOU!

Medico Industries Inc. remains a 
tremendous supporter of area first 

responders.  Our communities need their 
dedication and compassion, and Medico 

thanks them for their tireless efforts.

From the team at

Medico Industries has been selling equipment for 
more than 50 years and is known throughout the 
construction industry for expert advice, reliable 
machines, fast service and flexible financing.  Medico 
carries a wide selection of equipment including wheel 
loaders, skid steers, forklifts, excavators, backhoes, 
crawl dozers and more.  Serving individuals, 
contractors and dealers.

80
93

44
34

1-800-633-0027
www.medicoind.com

medico@medicoind.com
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“I’m now involved in ‘pre-planning,’” he said. “That means that we go 
in and assess commercial buildings, so if they would catch on fi re, we 
would know how best to put them out.”

Smith then puts information on those commercial buildings in a for-
mat quickly accessible to fi re fi ghters.

Smith’s fi rst experience as a fi re fi ghter was when he was in 1966 
when a late-night fi re broke out during Fourth-of-July weekend.

“During that fi re you of the guys I went to school with died,” he said. 
“He was trying to get his dog out of the house and they both died.”

During that fi rst fi re, Smith said, he has simply been following around 
a neighbor and ended up helping at the fi re.

Because he was only 15 at the time and fi refi ghters were required to 
be 18, Smith served as an “honorary fi re fi ghter.”

By Geri Gibbons
For Times Leader

Submitted photo
Bob Smith retired as a full-time � re� ghter in 2017.

Submitted photo
Bob Smith’s � re helmets.

BADGE OF HONOR : BOB SMITH
Bob Smith  |  Position: Retired � re� ghter, 

volunteer � re� ghter

KINGSTON - Bob Smith retired from full time 
service as a � re� ghter in 2017, but the Kingston 

resident still serves as a great asset to the com-
munity and fellow � re � ghters, a volunteer Fire 
Marshal.

At 18, Smith began doing what he continued to do throughout his 
career – interior fi re attack.

“I was scared, of course I was scared,” he said. “A fi reman wouldn’t 
be telling the truth if he didn’t admit he was scared.”

But the opportunity to put a fi re out, to spot the source inside a 
home, to make sure everyone was out – that was what Smith said he 
lived for.

Smith also said putting out fi res before they caused signifi cant dam-
age was gratifying.

“You get there to the kitchen fi re, you put it out,” he said. “There 
might be some damage, but people can go back and live there.”

Smith started working at the Forty-Fort Department in 1974, as a full 
time fi re driver, a department which then merged with Kingston.

Smith remembers that often it was most important to get the appara-
tus to the fi re, with multiple volunteers making their way to the fi re.

See ‘SMITH’ | 10
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comitzlaw.com
570.829.1111

comitzlaw.com

Injured?
When you need to go to court,

you need us.

80935458
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BADGE OF HONOR :RAYMOND HOFFMAN
Raymond Ho� man  |  Position: Registered 
nurse and volunteer � re� ghter  |  Age: 29  
|  Fun Fact: Ho� man has been collecting 

wristwatches for 15 years

For Raymond Hoffman, 29, his driving force is helping others in the 
community.

The Dallas native has dedicated his life to protecting and aiding those 
in need as a registered nurse and a volunteer fi refi ghter. Hoffman has 
eight years under his belt at Geisinger South Wilkes-Barre and nearly 
four years as volunteer fi refi ghter with Back Mountain Regional.

The desire to help others is deeply rooted in his family.
“My grandfather was a police captain and growing up he instilled into 

me the importance on giving back to your community. That’s why he 
become a police offi cer, so I wanted to do the same,” Hoffman said.

“That’s why I became a volunteer fi refi ghter as well as a registered 
nurse, to give back to the community and help people.”

As a man who wears many hats, Hoffman strives to strike a balance 
between his professional and social life. Back Mountain Regional uses a 
paging system to dispatch fi refi ghters where they’re needed. So essen-
tially a volunteer fi refi ghter is always on-call, but can opt out because 
it’s on a volunteer basis.

“I think managing time for everything, between family, work, trying 
to fi nd time for calls (is the hardest part of the job),” he said.

Hoffman received his formal training at Buck’s County Community 
College fi re academy, and takes his role with fi re department very seri-
ously. With the risks surrounding his work, Hoffman offers this advice 
regarding potentially dangerous situations.

“Just being aware of your surroundings and being mindful of your 
training,” he said.

In his free time, Hoffman enjoys spending time with his family. He 
also has an unique pastime.

“One of my hobbies is collecting wristwatches.” Hoffman revealed.
“I’ve been collecting for 15 years; I appreciate the craftsmanship and 

the time it takes to make the wristwatches.”
Hoffman encourages anyone interested in becoming a volunteer fi re-

fi ghter to pursue that goal. “It’s a great way to give back to your com-
munity and it’s very rewarding,” he said.

By Lyndsay Bartos
lbartos@timesleader.com

Submitted photo

DALLAS — What is your motivation for getting 
out of bed every day? Money, maybe love?
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Originally from Plains Township, Skursky has been working for the 
Pennsylvania Department of Corrections for three years now. Recently, 
he transferred back home from State Correctional Institution - Grater-
ford, Montgomery County, to State Correctional Institution - Retreat, 
Hunlock Creek.

Skursky’s commitment to safety and devotion to others in both his 
personal and professional life account for the reason he was chosen to 
be one of this year’s Times Leader First Responders.

“When the inmates are upset, I try to talk to them and hear their 
point of view, bring their levels down instead of having to extract them 
or fi ght them. The most challenging part of my job is trying to commu-
nicate with them through reason before taking more drastic measures,” 
said Skursky.

Skursky’s initial inspiration for becoming a corrections offi cer stems 
from the experience of another.

“My buddy was at work in the prison and an inmate got nervous 
and backed out of cell during an extraction, leaving my buddy one guy 
short. That can’t happen, the guards have to have each other’s backs. I 
told him he would never have to be alone again, that I would be there 
for him. That is when I became a corrections offi cer. I love it. It is the 
best job in the world, and I can’t imagine doing anything else,” Skursky 
said.

This desire to help others in need has reached individuals outside of 
Skursky’s job and inner circle.

Skursky garnered national attention last March when he helped save 
a young man from drowning in the lazy river attraction at Avista Resort 
in South Carolina. 

Skursky administered CPR for eight minutes underwater. Since, he 
has been awarded a life-saving award from the Myrtle Beach Depart-
ment of Public Safety, a Medal of Valor from Corrections USA and the 
Law Enforcement Hero Award from the American Red Cross.

“Receiving awards always brings good feelings and knowing that oth-
ers notice and that someone cared enough to think about me and put 
me up for these nominations means a lot. But the actual award is know-
ing I saved this boy. I got a surprise call from his mother recently. He is 
back in school now, and I was so glad to hear that,” said Skursky.

By Alicia Belch
abelch@timesleader.com

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Shaun Skursky and his son Jackson.

When it comes to maintaining order within a 
state correctional facility, communication 

and consistency are key for corrections o�  cer 
Shaun Skursky.

BADGE OF HONOR :SHAUN SKURSKY

BADGE OF HONOR : FRANK D. ROMAN III

Shaun Skursky  |  Position: Corrections O�  cer 
at SCI - Retreat  |  Hometown: Plains Township  

|  Favorite Hobby: Skursky maintains a 
saltwater � rsh tank that is home to clown� sh, 
tangs, butter� y� sh, pu� er� sh, and coral reefs.

Frank D. Roman III  |  Position: Pittston Deputy 
Fire Chief

Skursky’s advice to others interested in working within the criminal 
justice system is to explore available options and keep a strong sense of 
individualism.

“The Department of Corrections is a great place to start. You could 
go off in so many different directions with corrections, including parole, 
state police, vocational instruction — it’s unlimited. As far as being a 
corrections offi cer, my advice would be you have to be yourself. You 
can’t walk in the gate and act like someone else. Consistency is key, it 
has to be the same day after day,” said Skursky.

Coming home to his family is what Skursky looks forward to the most.
“Being at the jail and seeing the things I see, the most rewarding part 

of the position is to know I can come home at the end of the day. It’s 82 
inmates to one corrections offi cer, so I am surrounded. Any way you 
look it, my odds aren’t good when I walk through the door. Being able 
to return my family unharmed is the best,” Skursky said.

Roman started with the Pittston Fire Department in 1977 as a volun-
teer to both the fi re department and the ambulance.

When a full-time job became available in 1980, Roman did not hesitate 
to apply for it, knowing that fi refi ghting would defi ne much of his life.

Fighting fi res is never an easy job, with each fi re, no matter how 
small, having the potential of real damage and danger.

Roman looks back on a fi re on North Main Street in March of 1993 
that took the lives of two young fi refi ghters.

“It was tough,” he said. “You found yourself asking, ‘Do I want to 
continue to be a fi re fi ghter.’”

And yet more than 25 years later, Roman has remained a fi refi ghter 
and is now aware of his responsibility to those who join the department

“You know how important it is to be careful,” he said. “You want to 
train younger fi refi ghters to keep everyone as safe as possible.”

Still, Roman said, the job is a dangerous one.
“You could go out to a fi re and all you initially see is smoke, and it 

turns into a big fi re,” he said.
Roman has also brought the commitment to fi refi ghting to the next 

generation, his son, Frank Roman IV, is also a part-time fi refi ghter with 
the department.

“From when he was little, he would come and sit on the trucks,” said 
Roman.

Roman’s grandson, Frank D. Roman, V, at 7 years old also, enjoys visit-
ing the department, also enjoying sitting on a truck and spending time 
with the fi refi ghters.

Roman said much about the department has stayed the same, and 
some things have changed.

By Geri Gibbons
For Times Leader

PITTSTON – For more than 40 years, Pittston 
Deputy Fire Chief Frank D. Roman III has fought 

� res in Pittston, serving as a role model for younger 
� re� ghters and as a great asset to the community.

For example, the department is now much more likely to go out into 
the community and teach residents, especially youngsters, about fi re 
safety.

“We use our smoke house to show kids what to do in a fi re,” he said. 
“During Fire Safety Week, especially, we go out to schools and help the 
kids learn what to do in a fi re.”

The fi re department now emphasizes the use of smoke detectors – 
working smoke detectors.

“The only kind of smoke detector that saves lives is a working smoke 
detector,” he said.

In addition to the opportunity to ensure community safety and assist 
other emergency personnel in various types of emergencies, Roman 
enjoys the camaraderie that full-time, part-time and volunteer fi refi ght-
ers enjoy.

It is that camaraderie and the opportunity that keeps Roman, 62, on 
the job.

“I’ll retire someday,” he said. “But, I’m not ready yet, not while I’m 
still able to do the job.”

Submitted photo
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Sunrise Cafe
Depot Street, Clarks Summit, PA

570-587-1533
Hours: Mon-Fri: 6AM - 2PM, Saturday 6AM - Noon

To all the First Responders 
that selflessly give of

themselves day after day...

Thank You
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Aimee Dilger | Times Leader

Shavertown Volunteer Fire Department Chief Gary Beisel hands Michelle Sowga the helmet 
of her late husband Erik, who served as the department’s assistant chief for many years. 
Sowga died last week, leaving behind his wife and three children.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
The Pennsylvania Corrections Honor Guard stands outside of the Trucksville United Method-
ist Church where their co-worker Erik Sowga’s funeral service took place Monday.

Turning to the fi refi ghters in attendance, Beisel said, “Erik under-
stood what you do — the sacrifi ces you make every day to serve your 
community. He wanted to assure that you always returned home safely 
to your families.”

Beisel talked about the Medal of Honor that was bestowed on Sowga 
and four other fi refi ghters from the Shavertown Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. For their efforts, they received the presented with the Medal of 
Valor — the highest decoration awarded for bravery to public safety 
offi cers, Beisel said.

On July 4, 2017, Sowga and his fellow fi refi ghters rescued a woman 
from her burning home in Dallas.

At the time, Sowga said, “Bottom line, I’m glad we were able to save 
the lady. It’s an everyday job for us.”

Beisel said Sowga was a friend, a brother — “a good man.” And then 
he said, “All of us at Station 251 say rest in peace. We will take it from 
here.”

Mooney said Sowga loved family above all us. He then said that 
Sowga had several other families — his church family, baseball, soccer, 
Boy Scouts, work and Navy families as well.

“He would joke that he served fi ve years in the Navy and never 
stepped on a ship,” Mooney said. “How many sailors can say that?”

Pastor Jay E. Jones told the congregation to remember Erik and tell 
those stories.

“This is a loss for all of us — of courage, of love,” he said. “We all 
share a common grief. Remembers, faith, love and hope last forever.”

‘REST’ from 1
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271 N. Sherman St. 
Wilkes-Barre, PA  18702

(570) 823-2100
www.falzonestowing.com

Towing, Truck and Trailer Repair,
Tire Service, Accident Clean Up, Heavy Haul, 

Trailers and Lowboys

80935831

Thank You 
FirsT responders Thank You!

TV AND APPLIANCES
Kingston · Exeter

Shop 24/7 at www.voitektv.com

To all the First Responders
that selflessly give of
themselves everyday.

80934348

316 Williams street, Pittston | 570-655-4427

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
ALL OUR FIRST RESPONDERS 

FOR PUTTING OUR 
COMMUNITY FIRST!

R&M Collision & Auto Service
Your Collision Repair and Full Service Garage 

Serving our valued customers since 1980
Towing Service • AffordAble • reliAble • fAST

80935025

• Tired of Shopping Around for the right Mechanic? 

• full Service garage  • brake Service, Tires 

• oil change  • A/c and Heater repair 

• routine Maintenance 

full Service gArAge!

• insurance claims welcome! 
• we Handle the entire claim Process for You!
• complete collision repair
• expert and custom color-Matching and Paint Service
• bumper repair and replacement
• customer Satisfaction guaranteed

AccidenTS HAPPen!

gifT 
cerTificATeS 

AvAilAble

R&M Collision & Auto Service
Your Collision Repair and Full Service Garage 

AN-AWARD WINNING DIGITAL COMPANY THAT 
CAN HELP YOU TRANSFORM YOUR BUSINESS
Located in Downtown Wilkes-Barre

Proud to support the area’s first responders – the fine 
men and women who act as heroes each and every day to 

ensure the safety of those in our communities.

Visit www.lseo.com
Enter to receive a free SEO consultation 

for your business website

LSEO.com is a full-service digital marketing agency 
founded by Internet marketing veteran Kristopher Jones 
(founder of Pepperjam – sold to eBay).  LSEO offers 
professional Search-Engine Optimization (SEO), Pay 
Per Click (PPC), Content Marketing, Paid Social Media 
Marketing, Web Design and Development and Mobile App 
Development Marketing.

Facebook.com/LSEOcom
Instagram @lseo

80934436
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There are fewer volunteers now, he said.
“Some of it is the training required,” he said. “And some of it is that 

people are working more than one job, and they don’t have enough 
time.”

Smith’s career was not one of only active service, but also a certifi ed 
fi re instructor with the Pennsylvania State Fire Academy.

Smith said in addition to specifi c topics mandated for fi re fi ghter 
training, he tried to share what he knew with others to equip them as 
fi re fi ghters.

Kingston/Forty Fort Assistant Fire Chief Floyd Young knows the 
value of this training fi rst hand.

Young, now 46, remembers being part of a rope rescue training at 18 
with Smith as the instructor.

As part of the training, he was placed in a harness and was needed to 
let go an allow himself to fall from the side of the building.

But Young was scared.
Smith came up to him and said to him, “Listen, you’re going to be 

alright . .” and he pushed him.
Young ended up upside down and unafraid.
“He taught me rope rescue in that moment,” Young said.
Forty Fort mayor Andy Tuzinski said Smith has served as an example 

to other fi refi ghters throughout his career.
“He started as a volunteer and he’s a volunteer at heart,” said Tuzins-

ki. “He continues to work to keep the residents of the community safe.”
Tuzinski said many Kingston Forty Fort career fi re fi ghters volunteer 

in their hometowns on their own time.
“Bob was that example,” he said. “He inspired other fi remen.”  

‘SMITH’ from 6

Submitted photo
Bob Smith and Floyd Young share a laugh while sitting on the bumper of Engine 21 recently.



Saturday, August 3, 2019 11Times Leader FIRST RESPONDERS BADGE OF HONOR

Kranson 
Uniform Center

Low Prices, Personal Service
free Alterations

www.kransonuniform.com

Police • Fire • Security • Postal

80933560

145 mundy St., Wilkes-Barre
Behind Wyoming Valley Mall |3/4 Mi. from exit 168 Off I-81

(570)823-8612 107 West end Road, HanoveR tWp., pa 18706
570-825-6956 • www.morriskitchensllc.com

email: morriskitchensllc@gmail.com

Hours:
monday to thursday 9-5 • Friday and saturday 9-1

sunday closed • other hours by appointment

• homecrest & omega cabinetry
• bathroom & entertainment cabinets
• solid surFace countertops

• Formica & wilsonart products
• aFFordable installations
• granite and Quartz countertops

Featuring:
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THANK YOU
TO OUr

LOCAL FIrST
rESPONDErS!

SUPEr HErOS don't wear
capes...they wear fire safety

gear, carry medical bags
and keep us safe from harm.
Your service and dedication

is so much appreciated!

ONE SOURCE 
REALTY

If you’re looking to buy or to 
sell, look no further than ERA 
One Source Realty. We’re here 

with you every step of the 
way to bring you home.

Sunita Arora
Broker/Owner

AGENT ON CALL
24 HOURS

230 Northern Blvd., Clarks Summit PA
570-587-9999

ERA1.com

ERA1.COM

HUNLOCK CREEK

17-4743

80935420

Thank you to all our 
First Responders 
who protect our 

communities every day.

The City of Pittston would like to thank the
Pittston City Police Department, Fire Department 

& The Greater Pittston Regional Ambulance 

Thank you from Pittston City Officials
Mayor Michael Lombardo

Councilman Michael Lombardo, Esq.
Councilman Kenneth Bangs

Councilman Danny Argo

Councilman Joe McLean
Controller Chris Latona
Treasurer Kathy Cunard

Administrator Joseph Moskovitz

Community Development Director Joseph Chacke
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... and everyone for their service 
throughout the year!
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SAMUEL DAVISBADGE OF HONOR

MARYANN ONDISKBADGE OF HONOR

DUSTIN POWERSBADGE OF HONOR

BADGE OF HONOR AMBER ELWOOD

BADGE OF HONOR DETECTIVE JASON ZOLA

Dustin is a � re� ghter and paramedic.

Maryann is an EMS Instructor at LCCC / EMT at Slocum Township.

The following � rst responders nominated by our readers are ‘camera shy’, but we still wanted to give them their Badge of Honor.

Samuel is a Wilkes-Barre Police O�  cer.

Amber is a corrections o�  cer.

Jason is a retired Hazleton City Detective.

Additional fi rst responders nominated



KEEPING YOU
CONNECTED

Saturday, September 7th
Admission $10 All Ages 

Active Duty and Veterans
- includes: Police, Fire, EMT and Paramedics and Prison Guards.

$2.00 off all day with Agency or Proper Photo ID
2 and Under Free

Visit www.luzernecountyfair.com
for info

This family friendly event
is loaded with fair Fun

and Great Music...bring the family!

80933863
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