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BERWICK BULLDOGS

Dawgs shouldn’t miss a beat under new head coach
By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

Stability was once a staple 
of the Berwick head coaching 
position.

From 1971-2005, George 
Curry ran the show. Since 
then, the job has changed 
hands four times, including 
a return of Curry from 2013-
2015.

The newest guy is Carmen 
DeFrancesco, a veteran with a 
proven track record at several 
schools mainly in District 4.

The 66-year-old hasn’t been 
a head coach since 2014 when 
his gig at Mount Carmel 
ended, but has stayed active as 
an assistant at other schools 
where his former players are 
coaches.

ON OFFENSE 
Francesco said that he’d 

like the offense to run the ball 
about 70 percent of the time. 
While that might seem a lot, 
the Dawgs ran the ball at a 
79-percent clip in 2018.

Berwick lost 1,200-yard 
rusher Owen Shoemaker to 
graduation, but there are 
several guys ready to take 
the reigns. Sophomore Aiden 

Mason (46-322, 3 TDs) and 
junior Blake Maurer (23-155, 
2 TDs) showed signs of being 

productive runners in lim-
ited roles last season. Senior 
Alejandro Lopez will also get 

some carries. 
When the Dawgs 
want to utilize a 
bigger backfield 
then either Eric 
Montross or 
Mason Laubach 
will be inserted.

Ryan Laubach 
will be the quarterback. He 
had a handful of starts late last 
season, but didn’t throw much. 
He hit on 14-of-23 passes for 
175 yards and a pair of TDs.

Teagan Wilk leads the 
receiving corps after catching 
23 passes for 224 yards and 
two touchdowns. A peren-
nial all-state player, Wilk will 
play at East Carolina next fall 
and is also a dangerous kick 
returner. Shawn Sheptock got 
a late jump on last season, but 
showed a burst to get past the 
secondary. He was third in 
the 100-meter and second in 
the 200-meter dashes at the 
District 2 Class 2A track meet. 
Senior Antonio Baratta also 
figures to get playing time.

“We have the ability to 
stretch the field. I mean, really 
stretch the field,” DeFrancesco 
said.

BERWICK
Coach: Carmen DeFrancesco (152-97), 1st 
year at Berwick; 23rd overall
Division: WVC 4A
PIAA Class: 4A
Male enrollment: 302
Stadium location: Crispin Field, Mulberry 
and 11th Sts., Berwick
Key players lost: Will Decker, DL; Alex 
Force, QB/DB; Jarret Groshek, K; Joe Lynn, 
LB; Ben Peck, OL/DL; Justin Robbins, WR; 
Alex Sharkusky, WR; Owen Shoemaker, RB; 
NaQuan Smith, DB; JJ Snyder, DL
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Alex Force 38-of-76, 545 yds., 6 TDs, 
5 Ints.
Rushing: Owen Shoemaker 173-1,241, 7.2 
avg., 16 TDs
Receiving: Teagan Wilk 22-224, 10.2 avg., 2 
TDs
Scoring: Owen Shoemaker 96 pts.
Kicking: Jarret Groshek 38 XPM, 4 FGs, 50 
pts.

Schedule
Sat., Aug. 24 at Abington Heights (4A) 2 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 31 at Pittston Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 Williamsport (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 Wyoming Valley West (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Selinsgrove (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Valley View (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Hazleton Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 at Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 at Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Wilkes-Barre Area (6A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (9-3)
Abington Heights (2-9) .........................W 42-0
Pittston Area (4-7) .................................W 38-0
at Williamsport (5-6) ............................ W 41-17
at Wyo. Valley West (5-5) .....................W 40-24
at Selinsgrove (5-7) ................................W 21-7
Valley View (13-1) .....................................L 35-7
at Hazleton Area (6-6) ......................... W 28-21
Crestwood (2-8) ................................... W 61-13
Dallas (11-2) ........................................... L 13-10
at Coughlin (0-10).................................. W 55-7
District 2 Class 4A playoffs
Pittston Area (4-7) .................................W 42-0
at Dallas (11-2) .....................................L 3-0 OT

“We’re going to show multiple 
fronts and we’re a one-gap 
team. We’re going to loop right 
and left with our guys because 
we feel we have to take 
advantage of our quickness.”

Berwick coach Carmen DeFranceso
On the Berwick defense

Wilk ZalutkoSchechterly M. Laubach

R. Laubach MontesMaurer Craig

Sheptock

See BERWICK | 4



Monday - Thursday 11:00am - 9:00pm
Friday & Saturday 11:00am - 10:00pm

Sunday 12:00pm - 8:00pm

GOOD LUCK TO ALL PLAYERS
THIS SEASON

Stop in after every game. 
Eat in or take out.

Serving Pizza, Strombolis, Subs, Wraps, Salads, and more

SERPICO
PIZZA

220 East Center Street
Wilkes Barre • (570) 824-4477

8093691080937732

Wyoming Area Catholic School is part of the Holy Redeemer School System Diocese of Scranton

Wyoming Area Catholic School
1690 Wyoming Avenue., Exeter, PA 18643

(570) 654-7982
www.wacsh.com

Like us on Facebook

If you are looking for a school for your 
student, consider Wyoming Area Catholic 

School in Exeter. Pre- K through 8th grade.
Teaching S.T.R.E.A.M. 

“New S.T.R.E.A.M. Initiative” Students will be learning using Science, Technology, 
Religion, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. 

GOOD LUCK TO HOLY REDEEMER HIGH SCHOOL & 
ALL OTHER AREA FOOTBALL TEAMS!

WYOMING AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Don’t hesitate as seats are filling up quickly! 
Wyoming Area Catholic School is dedicated 
to offering a quality Catholic Education for 

close to 50 years.  We are committed to  
leading our students to a high standard of  

education based on our Catholic faith.

We are still enrolling and now is the time to come in and check out our school.  Tuition Assistance is 
available.  Call the office for a tour and like us on Facebook. 

We offer small class sizes, individualized attention 
and family atmosphere.
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CRESTWOOD COMETS

The tight end spot is in good 
shape with veterans Blaine Cleav-
er and Dallas Schechterly back.

The line will be Jake Lanning 
and Sullivan Slabinski at tackles, 
Noah Craig and Aaron Cashman 
at guards and Nick Heimbach at 
center. Mike Zalutko and Jordan 
Young will also see action.

ON DEFENSE 
Berwick’s base defense will be 

a four-man front, but the Dawgs 
will switch out of that based on 
the situation.

“It’s a quick, athletic group,” 
DeFrancesco said. “We’re going 
to show multiple fronts and we’re 
a one-gap team. We’re going to 
loop right and left with our guys 
because we feel we have to take 
advantage of our quickness.”

Wilk returns at free safety after 
picking off seven passes in 2018. 
He’ll likely end up on this side of 

the ball at East Carolina. Strong 
safety Cleaver nabbed an inter-
ception last year. There is plenty 
of speed at the corners with 
Sheptock, Baratta and Preston 
Robbins. The weak safety will be 
either Ryan Laubach or Peyton 
Williams.

Berwick was tough to run 
against last season and should be 
once again. Veterans Montes and 
Mason Laubach will hold down 
the defensive end spots. Slabinski 
and Anthony Sisco will be the 
tackles, with Lopez and Brian 
Knorr rotating in.

Schechertly and Zalutko anchor 
the linebacking group.

OUTLOOK 
Berwick last won a District 2 

championship in 2013. Since then 
it’s been four championship game 
losses followed by a semifinal 
ouster in 2018.

The Dawgs will once again be 
a player for the D2-4A title, but 
can’t have the offense falter in the 
postseason like in recent years.

From page 2

Berwick

 P.O. BOX 218, MOUNTAIN TOP, PA 18707

 570-868-3070
 www.mt-peaks.com

 Mountain Top’s  Most Popular Paper!
 Proud to support the Crestwood Comets Football Program

 Promoting The News That 

 Makes Mountain Top A 

 Great Place To Live!

 Good 
 Luck 

 Comets! FREE  EVERY OTHER THURSDAY
 at your favorite restaurant or store .

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

New Crestwood coach Ryan 
Arcangeli spent 10 years as 
an assistant at the school. So 
while the transition for him 
and the players should go 
smoothly, things are going to 
change.

“We have to continue to 
build the culture that we tried 
to set in front of the kids in 
December,” Arcangeli said. 
“We gave the kids three seeds, 
an easy plan. Commitment to 
weightroom and classroom, 
a commitment to community 
and a commitment to changing 
our culture.

“If we can hit those three 
things — and we’ve done a 
great job since December — 
we’re going to build ourselves 
up for success.”

The Comets won just two 
games last season, their worst 
campaign since a two-win 
season in 2008. They haven’t 
posted a winning record since 
2014 when the program fin-
ished off a fourth season of 
well above .500.

“We have guys on our foot-
ball team that did not play last 
year,” Arcangeli said. “That’s 

because they’re buying into, 
‘Hey, there’s going to be a 
change.’”

One change is the coaching 
staff, as Arcangeli has added 
many new assistants.

ON OFFENSE
The unit really struggled to 

produce points last season as 
the Comets scored 14 or fewer 
points in five games. However, 
it’s going to be retooled.

The rushing attack had 

problems and Crestwood will 
use a running back by commit-
tee in hopes of better results. 
Logan Arnold, Jimmy Hawley, 
Ryan Harding, Ryan Miller and 
Rob Spaide will all get rushing 
attempts. Miller had the best 
stats last season with 121 of 
the quintet’s 147 yards.

Ryan Petrosky had 22 recep-
tions in 2018, but now he’ll 
move to quarterback. He threw 
one pass last season.

“It’s a big-time position 

change for him,” Arcangeli 
said. “He’s doing remarkably 
well. He’s an athlete. He’s a 
point guard (on the basketball 
team) and he knows how to 
win.”

Petrosky has a couple of 
experienced receivers to rely 
on. Tight end Brandon Nie-
menski caught a team-high 31 
passes for 452 yards and has 
committed to UConn. Receiver 
Garrett Swank grabbed 16 

CRESTWOOD
Coach: Ryan Arcangeli (0-0), 1st year
Division: WVC 4A
PIAA Class: 4A
Male enrollment: 351
Stadium location: High school, Route 309, 
Wright Twp.
Key players lost: Jimmy Curry, LB; Rob 
Figmic, DB; Sean Foley, OL/DL; Kevin Frisbie, 
OL/DL; Adam Gegaris, OL/DL; Chase 
Passman, QB/DB; Derek Petrochko, OL/DL; 
Pat Rother, RB/DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Chase Passman 57-of-165, 840 yds., 
7 TDs, 10 Ints.
Rushing: Anthony Caporuscio 109-552, 5.1 
avg., 7 TDs
Receiving: Brandon Nieminski 31-452, 14.6 
avg., 2 TDs
Scoring: Anthony Caporuscio 48 pts.
Kicking: Garrett Swank 12 XPM, 12 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 Wilkes-Barre Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 at Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 Wyo. Valley West (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Pottsville (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 at Williamsport (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Nanticoke Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Tunkhannock (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Berwick (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 at Pittston Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Hazleton Area (6A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (2-8)
at Coughlin (0-10)................................. W 21-14
Dallas (11-2) ...........................................L 32-12
at Wyo. Valley West (5-5) .......................L 31-27
Pottsville (7-5) ........................................ L 33-6
Williamsport (5-6) ................................L 49-26
Nanticoke Area (6-5) ............................. L 47-14
at Tunkhannock (3-7) ..........................W 35-20
at Berwick (9-3) ..................................... L 61-13
Pittston Area (4-7) ................................... L 14-7
at Hazleton Area (6-6) ..........................L 42-39

New coach wants changes on and off the field

Niemenski Petrosky Swank DeMarzo Petrochko Miller Cesario
Times Leader file photo

Berwick running back Blake Maurer ran for 155 yards and two touchdowns last season.

See CRESTWOOD | 6

“We have to continue to build the culture that 
we tried to set in front of the kids in December. 
We gave the kids three seeds, an easy plan. 
Commitment to weightroom and classroom, a 
commitment to community and a commitment to 
changing our culture.”

Ryan Arcangeli
Crestwood coach



Voted #1 Place 
to Buy A Suit

Score a Deal with Our
Back to School Savings!
From Boys Size 8 to Men's Size 72

FREE 
ALTERATIONS

Hours:  Mon, Thurs. 9-8, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-6 • Closed Sun.

Mundy St. Wilkes-Barre • (570) 823-8612

80
93

66
13

Kranson Clothes Inc.
Good Luck Area Teams!

Quality Wear For Men and Boys

80936951

Pittston Chiropractic Clinic
84 South Main Street 

Pittston, PA • (570) 654-0036 
*Board Certified Chiropractic Sports Physicians.Dr. Kaitlyn M. 

Connors*
Dr. Eugene 
DeMinico*

Wishing All Area Football 
Teams The Best of Luck In 2019!!!
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DALLAS MOUNTAINEERS

passes for 157 yards. 
Also available as wide-
outs are Evan Fey, Bren-
don DeMarzo and Jesse 
Zaykoski, with Jacob 
Gower seeing time at 
tight end.

Three seniors will start 
on the offensive line — 
center Derek Petrochko, 
guard Mike Phillips and 
tackle Tyler Cesario. 
The other starters will 
be juniors Matt Dean at 
tackle and Dylan Horn at 
guard.

ON DEFENSE
While the offense 

struggled last season, the 
defense was in the same 
boat. Crestwood surren-
dered 33 or more points 
in seven games.

The Comets will need 
to tighten things up 
front as the run defense 
had issues against bet-
ter opponents. There is 
a large group of players 
expected to see action in 
the trenches. Dean, Hard-
ing, Zach Snyder and 
Matt Shiplett are slated 
to see time as defensive 
ends. The tackle group 
is also deep with Gower, 
Petrochko, Cesario and 

Jeremy Buzak.
The linebackers will be 

Arnold, Hawley, Spaide 
and Cole Kakalachik, 
who is one of two fresh-
men on the roster. Nie-
minski will be on defense 
at a rover position.

Three seniors will play 
as cornerbacks — Miller, 
Evan Burleson and TJ 
Kulak. The safties will be 
Swank, Brenden DeMar-
zo and Kyle Novack.

OUTLOOK
Since winning the Dis-

trict 2 Class 4A cham-
pionship and setting a 
school record with 12 
victories in 2014, Crest-
wood hasn’t been able to 
come close to that suc-
cess. The Comets have 
been 13-27 in the past 
four years.

Arcangeli has a plan 
to right the ship, but it 
might not be this season 
as the schedule is tough 
once again.

From page 5

Crestwood

DALLAS
Coach: Rich Mannello (26-20), 5th year
Division: WVC 4A
PIAA Class: 4A
Male enrollment: 328
Stadium location: High school, Hildebrant 
Road, off Route 309, Dallas
Key players lost: Mike Anderson, OL/DL; 
Sean Cuba, LB; Matt Ferrara, OL/DL; Andrew 
Menig, OL/DL; Christian Motley,WR/DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Mike Starbuck 67-of-120, 1,364 yds., 
19 TDs, 3 Ints.
Rushing: Lenny Kelley 185-1,327, 7.2 avg., 14 
TDs
Receiving: Luke DelGaudio 24-569, 23.7 avg., 
7 TDs
Scoring: Lenny Kelley 84 pts.
Kicking: Ryan Fisher 38 XPM, 3 FGs, 47 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 at Tunkhannock (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 at Hazleton Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 Pittston Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 at Wyo. Valley West (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Wilkes-Barre Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Nanticoke Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 at Valley View (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Berwick (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Lake-Lehman (3A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (11-2)
Tunkhannock (3-7)............................... W 53-21
at Crestwood (2-8) .............................. W 32-12
Hazleton Area (6-5) ............................. W 44-21
at Pittston Area (4-7) ............................W 41-21
Wyo. Valley West (5-5) ...........................W 42-6
Coughlin (0-10) ...................................... W 35-7
at Nanticoke Area (6-5) .........................W 35-0
Valley View (13-1) ....................................L 33-0
at Berwick (9-3) ....................................W 13-10
at Lake-Lehman (6-5)...........................W 42-14
District 2 Class 4A playoffs
Honesdale (3-8) ................................... W 23-16
Berwick (9-3) ..................................... W 3-0 OT
at Valley View (13-1) ...............................L 49-14

By Tom Robinson
For Times Leader

Dallas has been building for 
the 2019 season since the cur-
rent senior class first arrived 
on the varsity roster.

Joshua Balara, Taylor 
Bolesta, Lenny Kelley, Matt 
Maransky, Dylan Schuster and 
Michael Starbuck are all enter-
ing their fourth seasons as 
starters for the Mountaineers. 
Classmate Luke DelGaudio is 
in his third season as a starter.

Dallas coach Rich Mannello 
said his players are well aware 
that there remains work to be 
done to make the most of the 
opportunities the team has 
after going from 2-9 as fresh-
men to 7-4 as sophomores to 
11-2 as juniors. During that 
time the Mountaineers also 
went from the last qualifier to 
the District 2 Class 4A playoffs 
to a team that earned a home 
field to a team that reached the 
title game.

The Mountaineers won 
a pair of tight games from 
Berwick to take the Wyoming 
Valley Conference Division 
4A title and reach the district 

final, but lost by 33 and 35 
points to district champion 
Valley View.

“We talked from when we 
got off the bus after the playoff 
game from taking a beating up 
there that we had to manage 
the expectation and continue 
to follow the process that these 
kids grew up on,” Mannello 
said. “Since ninth grade, they 

bought into this process. Noth-
ing changes.

“It doesn’t matter how many 
kids you have back. There’s 
still a process that you have to 
go through every day, every 
month. It changes a little as 
you go through the course of 
the offseason, but it’s still the 
process and that’s what allows 
you to have a chance.”

ON OFFENSE 
Developing depth in 

the offensive line, the 
position group that Man-
nello coaches along with 
his duties running the 
program, is the coach’s 
top priority.

Because so many of 
the key players are two-

way performers it is necessary 
to be able to rotate others 
through the lineup.

“It’s Dallas football,” Man-
nello said. “We play both ways. 
Our guys do this.

“The next step in the pro-
gram as we develop it is back-
ing those offensive linemen in 

Dallas’ senior group should equal success
“It doesn’t matter how many kids you have back. 
There’s still a process that you have to go through 
every day, every month. It changes a little as you 
go through the course of the offseason, but it’s still 
the process and that’s what allows you to have a 
chance.”

Rich Mannello
Dallas coach

Kelley Starbuck Maransky Bolesta Schuster

See DALLAS | 8

WEEK 1
Friday, Aug. 23
Honesdale at Lakeland
Lake-Lehman at Western 
Wayne
Mid Valley at Wyoming Area
Montrose at Wyalusing
Lackawanna Trail at 
Northwest
Old Forge at Carbondale
Pennridge at Delaware Valley
Susquehanna at Riverside
Valley View at Wallenpaupack
West Scranton at North 
Pocono
Wyoming Valley West at 
Scranton
Saturday, Aug. 24
Berwick at Abington Heights, 
2 p.m.
Dunmore at Scranton Prep, 
2:30 p.m.
WEEK 2
Friday, Aug. 30
Abington Heights at Valley 
View
Carbondale at Riverside
Delaware Valley at West 
Scranton
Dunmore at Mid Valley
Hanover Area at Old Forge
Lakeland at Lake-Lehman
Scranton at Wilkes-Barre Area

Susquehanna at Lackawanna 
Trail
Wallenpaupack at Honesdale
Western Wayne at North 
Pocono
Saturday, Aug. 31
Wyoming Area at Scranton 
Prep, 1:30 p.m.
WEEK 3
Friday, Sept. 6
Dunmore at Carbondale
Honesdale at Western Wayne
Montrose at Lackawanna Trail
North Pocono at Scranton
Riverside at Lakeland
Wallenpaupack at Delaware 
Valley
West Scranton at Valley View
Saturday, Sept. 7
Old Forge at Susquehanna, 
1 p.m.
Scranton Prep at Abington 
Heights, 1 p.m.
WEEK 4
Friday, Sept. 13
Abington Heights at North 
Pocono
Carbondale at Lake-Lehman
Delaware Valley at Wilkes-
Barre Area
Hanover Area at Riverside
Holy Redeemer at Old Forge
Lackawanna Trail at Dunmore

Lakeland at West Scranton
Scranton at Wallenpaupack
Tunkhannock at Honesdale
Western Wayne at Montrose
Saturday, Sept. 14
Susquehanna at Mid Valley, 
1 p.m.
Valley View at Scranton Prep, 
2:30 p.m.
WEEK 5
Friday, Sept. 20
Lackawanna Trail at 
Carbondale
Lakeland at Mid Valley
Riverside at Dunmore
Scranton Prep at West 
Scranton
Valley View at Honesdale
Wallenpaupack at Pittston 
Area
Western Wayne at Hanover 
Area
Saturday, Sept. 21
Montrose at Susquehanna, 
1 p.m.
Scranton at Abington Heights, 
1 p.m.
North Pocono at Delaware 
Valley, 4 p.m.
WEEK 6
Friday, Sept. 27
Academy of the New Church 
at Riverside

Berwick at Valley View
Carbondale at Montrose
Delaware Valley at Hazleton 
Area
Dunmore at Old Forge
Mid Valley at Lackawanna Trail
Scranton Prep at North 
Pocono
West Scranton at Pittston 
Area
Western Wayne at Lakeland
Williamsport at Scranton
Wyoming Valley West at 
Wallenpaupack
Saturday, Sept. 28
Honesdale at Abington 
Heights, 1 p.m.
Northwest at Susquehanna, 
1 p.m.
WEEK 7
Friday, Oct. 4
Abington Heights at Delaware 
Valley
Carbondale at Lakeland
Columbia-Montour Vo-Tech at 
Montrose
Lackawanna Trail at Old Forge
Riverside at Mid Valley
Valley View at Western Wayne
Wallenpaupack at North 
Pocono
West Scranton at Scranton
Wyoming Area at Dunmore

Saturday, Oct. 5
Honesdale vs. Scranton Prep, 
7 p.m. PNC Field
WEEK 8
Friday, Oct. 11
Abington Heights at Wyoming 
Valley West
Dallas at Valley View
Delaware Valley at 
Williamsport
Hanover Area at Lackawanna 
Trail
Lakeland at Nanticoke Area
Lake-Lehman at Mid Valley
Montrose at Honesdale
North Pocono at Tunkhannock
Old Forge at Riverside
Scranton at Hazleton Area
Wilkes-Barre Area at 
Wallenpaupack
Western Wayne at West 
Scranton
Saturday, Oct. 12
Dunmore at Susquehanna, 
1 p.m.
Pittston Area at Scranton 
Prep, 1:30 p.m.
WEEK 9
Friday, Oct. 18
Delaware Valley at Wyoming 
Valley West
Mid Valley at Tunnkhannock
North Pocono at Honesdale

Northwest at Old Forge
Riverside at Montrose
Scranton Prep at Lakeland
Valley View at Scranton
Wallenpaupack at Hazleton 
Area
Western Wayne at Dunmore
Saturday, Oct. 19
Carbondale Area at 
Susquehanna, 1 p.m.
Lackawanna Trail at Holy 
Redeemer, 1 p.m.
West Scranton at Abington 
Heights, 1 p.m.
WEEK 10
Friday, Oct. 25
Abington Heights at 
Wallenpaupack
Honesdale at West Scranton
Lakeland at Dunmore
Mid Valley at Carbondale
North Pocono at Valley View
Old Forge at Montrose
Riverside at Northwest
Scranton at Delaware Valley
Scranton Prep at Western 
Wayne
Susquehanna at Holy 
Redeemer

LACKAWANNA CONFERENCE SCHEDULE



Good Luck Hanover!
Gallis Insurance Agency Inc

Tony Gallis Jr, President
1611 Sans Souci Parkway
Wilkes Barre, PA 18706

Bus: 570-822-5506
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL1501231

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.® 

80936853

Atty. Girard J. Mecadon
Personal Injury-Real Estate-Wills & Estates

570-654-5030
363 Laurel St., Pittston, PA 18640

www.MecadonLaw.com

Good Luck to all 
the Local Teams 
on the Upcoming 

2019 Season!

80937633
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HANOVER AREA HAWKEYES

behind each other.”
The Mountaineers will 

have the best chance of 
reaching their peak if 
Mannello can move play-
ers through those posi-
tions seamlessly.

“We have to get to the 
point where we can roll 
an offensive guard in and 
not give up an offensive 
drive,” he said.

Mannello said that as 
the first week of full-con-
tact drills was reaching 
a conclusion he did not 
yet know who his sixth 
offensive lineman was.

The players leading the 
way are more evident.

Starbuck, the quarter-
back, missed the playoffs 
and had offseason knee 
surgery, but he had an 

outstanding regular sea-
son in which he passed 
for 1,364 yards, complet-
ing 55.8 percent of his 
passes while throwing 
for 19 touchdowns with 
just three interceptions.

The Mountaineers got 

even more yardage from 
Kelley, the tailback, in 
the ground game and 
Starbuck has his top 
three receivers back to 
work with, including Del-
Gaudio, a big-play threat.

“Luke’s got a unique 

skill set,” Mannello said. 
“He’s a split end, but 
when we got two tight 
ends, he moves inside. 
He can handle himself in 
there. He’s our long snap-
per. You won’t find too 
many split ends at long 
snapper.”

Maransky returns at 
the other receiver and 
Farrell is back at tight 
end.

Danny Meuser also 
has experience in the 
backfield – when needed, 
he led the ground game 
during the 2017 season. 
He’ll be at fullback and 
can play tailback, if nec-
essary.

Balara, Bolesta and 
Xander Shaner are back 
in the offensive line 
along with Andrew Moli-
toris, who started there 
until getting hurt mid-
way through the season.

When the Mountain-

eers need to turn to a 
kicker, they return one of 
the WVC’s best in Ryan 
Fisher.

ON DEFENSE
The Mountaineers 

have experience at every 
position.

Balara, Bolesta and 
Shaner return in the 
defensive line where Far-
rell and Molitoris have 
also seen significant play-
ing time.

Schuster, Meuser and 
Kelley are back at line-
backers.

DelGaudio moved 
around the secondary 
last season, but will 
settle at safety.

Maransky, R.J. Wren 
and Jacob Esposito also 
return in the secondary.

Michael Lukasavage, 
who took over as the 
team’s playoff quarter-
back when both Starbuck 

and Wren were hurt, 
could also fit into the 
secondary or at line-
backer. Gashi has experi-
ence at linebacker and is 
another player who could 
fit into either group.

OUTLOOK 
Dallas will have too 

much firepower for many 
of its opponents.

Being ready to handle 
the toughest challenges 
could come down to 
what Mannello describes 
as managing the unavoid-
able and reducing the 
avoidable distractions.

The Mountaineers can 
keep improving for a 
third straight year with 
the talented 2020 gradu-
ating class, but at the 
level they reached a year 
ago, the task is in finding 
a way to turn that into 
more wins and accom-
plishments.

From page 7

Dallas

Times Leader file photo
Lenny Kelley, Dallas’ leading receiver last season, returns for his 
senior year in 2019.

Hawkeyes turn to familar name to change their fortunes
HANOVER AREA

Coach: Rick Hummer (0-0), 1st year
Division: WVC 3A-A
PIAA Class: 3A
Male enrollment: 234
Stadium location: St. Mary’s Road, Hanover 
Twp.
Key players lost: Matt Beecham, OL/DL; 
Cameron Holeman, RB/DL; Aaron Hummer, 
QB; Jared Kishbaugh, WR/DB; Justin Kopko, 
OL/DL; Connor Quaglia, DB; James McCabe, 
RB/DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Aaron Hummer 69-of-180, 1,003 
yds., 7 TDs, 14 Ints.
Rushing: Joe Curcio 108-595, 5.5 avg., 7 TDs
Receiving: Bobby Sabecky 20-271, 13.6 avg., 
0 TDs
Scoring: Joe Curcio 48 pts.
Kicking: Auggie George 15 XPM, 1 FG, 18 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 Athens (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 at Old Forge (A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 Lake-Lehman (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Riverside (2A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Western Wayne (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 Holy Redeemer (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Northwest (A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 at Lackawanna Trail (A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 at Wyoming Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Nanticoke Area (4A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (3-8)
at Athens (4-7) ........................................ L 38-6
Lake-Lehman (6-5) .................................L 42-0
at GAR (1-10) ......................................... W 21-13
Riverside (6-5) ........................................L 42-0
Meyers (7-4)............................................ L 23-6
at Holy Redeemer (0-10) ...................... W 41-12
Northwest (4-6) ................................... W 37-36
Lackawanna Trail (14-2) .......................... L 35-6
at Wyoming Area (11-1) ........................... L 56-7
at Nanticoke Area (6-5) ........................ L 43-10
District 2 Class 3A playoffs
at Wyoming Area (11-1) ...........................L 44-0

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

Hanover Area made the 
District 2 Class 3A playoffs 
last season thanks to a bloated 
postseason field.

The Hawkeyes certainly 
didn’t perform like a playoff 
team. They won just three 
games, snapping a 17-game 
losing streak in the process. 
They are 9-31 over the last 
four seasons, including a win-
less 2017.

Now it’s up to new coach 
Rick Hummer, a former 
Hanover Area player and assis-
tant coach, to lift the fortunes. 
If the surname sounds familiar 
it’s because Hummer’s twin 
brother Ron was Hanover 
Area’s head coach from 2006-
2014.

“They were in a bad place 
for the last four years,” Hum-
mer said. “Hopefully, we can 
get them out of that. My major 
goal is week by week, these 
kids get better. If we get a 
couple Ws the atmosphere 
changes a little bit, people 
start feeling better about them-
selves and you get more people 
to the stadium.

“That’s what we’re looking 
for.”

ON OFFENSE
Hanover Area’s 44-0 loss 

in the District 2 Class 3A 
quarterfinals was the third 
time the Hawkeyes were shut 
out during the season. Five 
other times they managed just 
one touchdown in a game. So 
there’s plenty of work to do 
to get this unit heading in the 

right direction.
There will be a new quar-

terback, either senior Matt 
Salwoski or junior Joe Curcio. 
Each threw two passes last 
year.

“They’re both doing really, 
really well,” Hummer said. 
“They’re picking up the new 
offense. The offense has 
changed a little bit back to that 
pro style, multi-sets.”

If Curcio doesn’t start at 

quarterback, he’ll certainly be 
on the field. He rushed for a 
team-high 595 yards and seven 
TDs last season and had the 
team’s only 100-yard rushing 
performance. He was the only 
running back to gain more 
than 200 yards in 2018. Peter 
Hibbard, Hunter Karpowich 
and Justin Stefanowicz bring 
a smattering of experience to 
the position.

Three of the top four pass 
catchers return. Wideout 
Bobby Sabecky grabbed a 
team-high 20 passes for 271 
yards. Fellow wideout Tan-
ner Bednarski had 11 catches 
for 141 yards while tight end 
Connor Hummer made 10 

“My major goal is week by week, these kids get 
better. If we get a couple Ws the atmosphere 
changes a little bit, people start feeling better about 
themselves and you get more people to the stadium. 
That’s what we’re looking for.”

Rick Hummer
Hanover Area coach

Hummer Salwoski Mercadante Mieldazis

See HANOVER | 13

Note: The Power Rating System will be used 
to determine seedings in all six classifications. 
All playoff games will be played at the site of 
the higher seed.

CLASS 6A
Teams (5): Delaware Valley, Hazleton Area, 
Scranton, Wilkes-Barre Area, Williamsport 
(Dist. 4)
Number of Qualifiers: 4 regardless of 
district
Semifinals: Nov. 1
Championship: Nov. 8
State First Round: Nov. 15 vs. D6/8/10 
subregional champion

CLASS 5A
Teams (7): Wallenpaupack, Wyoming Valley 
West, East Stroudsburg North (Dist. 11), 
East Stroudsburg South (Dist. 11), Pocono 
Mountain East (Dist. 11), Southern Lehigh 
(Dist. 11), Whitehall (Dist. 11)
Number of Qualifiers: 4 regardless of 
district
Semifinals: Nov. 1
Championship: Nov. 8
State First Round: Nov. 15 vs. D6/8/10 
subregional champion

CLASS 4A 
Teams (12): Abington Heights, Berwick, 
Crestwood, Dallas, Honesdale, Montrose, 
Nanticoke Area, North Pocono, Pittston Area, 
Tunkhannock, Valley View, West Scranton
Number of Qualifiers: 8
Quarterfinals: Nov. 1 or Nov. 2 at higher seed

Semifinals: Nov. 8 or Nov. 9 at at higher seed
Championship: Nov. 15 or 16
State First Round: Nov. 22 vs. District 12 
champion

CLASS 3A 
Teams (7): Hanover Area, Holy Redeemer, 
Lakeland, Lake-Lehman, Scranton Prep, 
Western Wayne, Wyoming Area
Number of Qualifiers: 6
Quarterfinals: Nov. 1 or Nov. 2 at higher seed 
(Top-two seeds receive byes)
Semifinals: Nov. 8 or Nov. 9 at top-two seeds
Championship: Nov. 15 or 16
State First Round: Nov. 22 vs. District 4 
champion

CLASS 2A
Teams (5): Carbondale, Dunmore, Mid Valley, 
Riverside, Susquehanna
Number of Qualifiers: 4
Quarterfinals: Nov. 1 or Nov. 2 at higher seed
Semifinals: Nov. 8 or Nov. 9 at higher seed
Championship: Nov. 15 or 16
State First Round: Nov. 22 vs. District 6 
champion

CLASS A
Teams (3): Lackawanna Trail, Northwest, Old 
Forge, (Holy Cross suspended program for 
2019 season)
Number of Qualifiers: 2
Championship: Nov. 1
State Preliminary Round: Nov. 8 vs. District 
1 champion
State First Round: Nov. 15 vs. D-11 champion

DISTRICT FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FORMAT
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Support your local team without 
the hassle of driving!

Call today 
to arrange your 

Fan Bus!

We HaVe lots oF VeHICle sIZes 
and tyPes to FIt Many needs!

Good Luck to the Hazleton Area Cougars and 
all the teams in the 2019 football season!

 Pittston • 654-4643

Saporito,
     Falcone
    Watt& Attorneys

at Law

Attorney William J. Watt, III
Hazleton Area Class of 2000
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HAZLETON AREA COUGARS
HAZLETON AREA

Coach: Mike Brennan (134-96) 6th year at 
Hazleton Area; 18th year overall
Division: WVC 6A-5A
PIAA Class: 6A
Male enrollment: 982
Stadium location: Harman-Geist Memorial 
Field, Cedar Street, off East Diamond Avenue, 
Hazleton
Key player lost: Jared Cunningham, TE/DL: 
Jordan Cunningham, OL; Mike Fuchick, OL/
DL; Will Garcia, K; Damon Horton, RB/DB; 
Josh Hedrington, OL; Jacob Hunsinger, WR/
DB; Jefferson Luna, OL; Nolan Schneider, WR/
DB; David Smith, WR/DB; Dallas Solomon, LB; 
Sparky Wolk, QB/DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Sparky Wolk 121-of-228, 1,959 yds., 
15 TDs, 3 Ints.
Rushing: Damon Horton 160-1,135, 7.1 avg., 
21 TDs
Receiving: Jacob Hunsinger 46-891, 19.4 avg., 
10 TDs
Scoring: Damon Horton 132 pts.
Kicking: Will Garcia 47 XPM, 4 FGs, 59 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 at Pottsville (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 at Wyo. Valley West (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Williamsport (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Wilkes-Barre Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 Delaware Valley (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Berwick (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Scranton (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Wallenpaupack (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 at Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (6-6)
Pottsville (7-5) ....................................... W 35-7
Wyo. Valley West (5-5) ...........................L 21-20
at Dallas (11-2) ...................................... L 44-21
Williamsport (5-6) ................................L 64-63
at Wallenpaupack (9-4) .......................W 34-32
at Delaware Valley (9-4) ........................L 42-31
Berwick (9-3) .........................................L 28-21
at Scranton (1-10) ................................ W 38-14
at Coughlin (0-10)............................... W 49-20
Crestwood (2-8) ..................................W 42-39

District 2/4 Class 6A semifinal
Williamsport (5-6) ................................W 47-13
at Delaware Valley (9-4) ........................L 35-14

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

Hazleton Area is going to be 
a different team this season.

Part out of necessity. Part 
out of need.

Graduation gutted an 
extremely talented offense, so 
the Cougars are going to have 
to do things differently to gen-
erate points.

“You’ll be seeing a lot more 
misdirection, doing a lot of dif-
ferent things,” Hazleton Area 
coach Mike Brennan said. “We 
have to be. You’re not going to 
see us line up with some big 
linemen and run it.”

Without an explosive 
offense, the defense can’t play 
like last season when the unit 
held just three opponents 
under 20 points and surren-
dered 35 or more six times.

“Offense wasn’t a big prob-
lem last year, we know that. 
We scored 35 points a game,” 
Brennan said. “Defense was 
a serious issue, so we made 
some changes there personnel-
wise and we think we can 
make an improvement there. 

We think we run much better 
on defense.”

ON OFFENSE
Gone is three-year starting 

quarterback Sparky Wolk. And 
running back Damon Horton, 
the Times Leader Player of 
the Year. And receiver Jacob 
Hunsinger, who is a preferred 
walk-on at Pitt. All three were 
all-state players. Also departed 

is David Smith, one of the 
WVC’s top receivers through-
out his career.

“We have 600 yards of 
offense returning and five 
touchdowns,” Brennan said. 
“Three (TDs) by Johnson, 
one by Meluskey and one by 
Fisher. Other than that, we 
lost about 90 percent of our 
offense.”

Matt Fisher caught 18 

passes last season and 
would have eased the 
burden of losing two out-
standing wide receivers. 
Fisher, though, is shifting 
to quarterback where he 
threw two passes in 2018. 
Running back Lance John-
son has some experience 

as he rushed for 230 yards and 
three TDs on 40 carries last 
season. Fullback Kevin Melus-
key saw some action after 
returning from an early-season 
injury.

With Fisher shifted to quar-
terback, junior Evan Matyas is 
the most seasoned pass catch-
er. He caught eight passes over 
the final four games. He’ll be 

Things are bound to change
“You’ll be seeing a lot more misdirection, doing a lot 
of different things. We have to be. You’re not going 
to see us line up with some big linemen and run it.”

Mike Brennan
Hazleton Area coach

Fisher Johnson Reed Minzola Santos

See HAZLETON | 13
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GOOD LUCK TO ALL AREA TEAMS 
FOR A WINNING SEASON!
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HOLY REDEEMER ROYALS

receptions for 109 yards. 
Sophomore Camron 
Ceppa will also see time 
as a wide receiver, as 
could either of the quar-
terback candidates, while 
Nick Gagliardi will work 
as a tight end.

The tackle posi-
tions are set with Mike 
Mieldazis and Jake Mer-
candante. So is center, 
where Zachary Halenda 
will start. Three guys 
were battling for the two 
guard spots — Tavon 
Hines, Seth Strouse and 
Anthony Palermo.

“Our offensive line, 
they’re working really 
hard,” Hummer said. 
“That’s one thing we’re 
happy with. They are 
really pushing them-
selves.”

ON DEFENSE
The offense’s inability 

to generate any continu-
ity put added pressure on 
the defense last season. 
The result was surren-
dering 35 or more points 
in eight of 11 games. 
Some opponents ran on 
the unit with success; 
others used the air. Nor 
was the group oppor-
tunistic, finishing with 
nine turnovers — with 
four coming in one game.

The strength appears 
to be at inside linebacker 
where Hummer and Ste-
fanowicz will be three-
year starters. Hibbard, 
Hines and Karpowich 
will be outside lineback-
ers.

There is some experi-
ence in the secondary 
with Sabecky and Bed-
narski as corners and 
Curcio and Salwoski as 
the safeties.

There is decent overall 

size up front. Gagliardi 
and Mercandante will 
be the defensive ends. 
Mieldazis, Halenda, 
Palmero and Derek 
Knorr will be defensive 
tackles.

OUTLOOK
Although the Hawk-

eyes would love to have 
immediate success, the 
chance is this will be a 
year for laying a founda-
tion to get the program 
back into contender 
status.

“We’ve been together 
all summer working on 
some things,” Hummer 
said. “It’s finally coming 
together, but it’s a work 
in progress. We’re just 
trying to get better week 
by week.”

Hanover Area is likely 
to make the postseason 
since six of the seven 
District 2 Class 3A teams 
make the playoffs.

From page 9

Hanover

joined by sophomore 
receiver Christian Price 
and junior tight end 
Bryce Torstrup.

The line also has to 
be rebuilt, with left 
tackle Jason Biever the 
only full-time returning 
starter. Left guard Rich-
ie Santos started four 
games last season. Leo 
Kelly will be the center. 
Matt Minzola will be 
the other tackle and 
the other guard will be 
either Seth Hunsinger 
or James Bugda.

ON DEFENSE
Hazleton Area scored 

63 points against 
Williamsport and 31 
against Delaware Valley. 

Yet, the Cougars lost 
both games because 
the defense had trouble 
stopping just about 
every opponent.

The defense had prob-
lems vs. the pass as it 
recorded just 10 sacks 
and six interceptions.

Santos at defensive 
tackle and Bryce Reed 
at defensive end will 
be starters for the third 
consecutive year. Hun-
singer started some at 
defensive end and is 
pegged to do so this sea-
son. Biever will be the 
other tackle.

Johnson returns to 
his starting outside line-
backer position. Kellen 
Warner saw time as a 
cornerback in 2018, but 
will shift to the other 
outside spot. Meluskey 
and Bugda will be the 
inside backers.

Fisher will have 
another position 
change. He was a solid 
rush end last season, 
but he is shifting to 
cornerback. Matyas will 
be the other corner with 
promising freshman 
Matt Buchman as the 
safety.

OUTLOOK
The formation of Wil-

kes-Barre Area makes 
five Class 6A teams 
vying for four spots in 
the District 2/4 Class 
6A playoffs. That means 
no free ticket to the 
postseason.

Although not as 
potent as in the past, 
the Cougars should be 
able to get one of those 
spots. Getting through 
the playoffs, though, 
could be difficult.

From page 11

Hazleton

HOLY REDEEMER
Coach: Tyson Kelly (0-0), 1st year
Division: WVC 3A-A
PIAA Class: 3A
Male enrollment: 200
Stadium location: Wilkes-Barre Memorial 
Stadium, Old River Road, Wilkes-Barre
Key players lost: Pat Curley, OL/DL; Gavin 
Fickne, OL/DL; Tom Hajkowski, OL/DL; Josh 
Kodish, OL/DL
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Ryan Williams 22-of-63, 225 yds., 3 
TDs, 5 Ints.
Rushing: Justice Shoats 29-242, 8.3 avg., 2 
TDs
Receiving: Alex Hajkowski 12-101, 8.4 avg., 1 TD
Scoring: Colin Conway and Justice Shoats, 
12 pts.
Kicking: Nate Roppelt 4 XPM, 4 pts.

Schedule
Aug. 23-24 OPEN 
Sat., Aug. 31 Northwest (A) 1 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 7 Mahanoy Area (2A) 1 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Old Forge (A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 at Nanticoke Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Hanover Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Lake-Lehman (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 at Wyoming Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 19 Lackawanna Trail (A) 1 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Susquehanna (2A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (0-10)
Holy Cross (2-8) .................................... L 14-12
at GAR (1-10) ...........................................L 43-0
at Mahanoy Area (5-6)............................L 49-0
Old Forge (8-3)........................................L 42-0
at Tunkhannock (3-7) .............................L 36-0
Hanover Area (3-8) ................................ L 41-12
at Lake-Lehman (6-5).............................L 48-0
Wyoming Area (11-1) ............................... L 43-7
Meyers (7-4)............................................L 38-0
at Northwest (4-6) .................................L 58-21

New coach hopes to change Royals’ fortunes
By Dave Rosengrant
For Times Leader

Just a few weeks ago, Tyson 
Kelley thought he was going to 
be assistant coach for the Holy 
Redeemer football team for the 
first time in four years.

Then, things changed. Dras-
tically.

Dwayne Downing stepped 
down due to a new full-time 
job and handed over the reigns 
to Kelley, who now starts his 
first season as head coach.

“It all happened so fast. 
Everything happened in about 
a week,” Kelley said. “Coach 
Downing approached me and 
said he had an opportunity for 
another job. And he talked to 
me about it and talked about 
exploring our options. It 
worked out to where we both 
kind of reversed roles where he 
can help out when needed due 
to his job.

“It’s been pretty crazy. I’m 
just getting used to everything. 
Getting used to the guys. 
Developing a relationship with 
everyone has been the focal 
point. It certainly has been 
a challenge, but it’s been a 
blast.”

Not everything is new to 
Kelley, who was previously on 
the staff under Scott Dennis at 
Redeemer in 2014 and 2015. 

Plus, he has plenty of coaching 
experience. After leaving the 
Royals program, he spent time 
on the Old Forge staff before 
going to Westminster College 
in Missouri where he was 
special teams and linebackers 
coach for two years before 
returning to the Wilkes-Barre 
school.

“Fortunately, the senior 
class was around when I was 
here last time so we already 
have that rapport,” Kelley 
said. “I’m really happy to 
have some faces around that 
I remember. It really is great. 
It’s been a couple years, but 
we kind of picked up where 
we left off.”

ON OFFENSE
Since he just started the 

new position two weeks before 
practice officially started, Kel-
ley was not able to put in a 
new offensive game plan like 
new head coaches normally do.

Instead, the Royals will con-
tinue to use the playbook from 
past seasons and make adjust-
ments where needed.

“I think it’s a matter of lingo. 
I think lingo is a really, really 
big part of football,” Kelley 
said. “We can’t really change 
anything right now. We have 
to take the system that’s in 
place and make our changes, 
our twists, our variations and 
do the best to relate to the kids 

“It’s been pretty crazy. I’m just getting used to 
everything. Getting used to the guys. Developing 
a relationship with everyone has been the focal 
point. It certainly has been a challenge, but it’s 
been a blast.”

Tyson Kelley
Holy Redeemer coach

Williams Daoud

Roppelt Shay

See REDEEMER | 13

so we can make that 
transition. I think down 
the road, those things 
will change. But in the 
meantime, it’s a matter 
of using the concepts, 
terminology to not con-
fuse the kids.”

A trio of seniors will 
be leaned on to run the 
offense. Quarterback 
Colin Conway returns 
as a starter. Brian Wil-
liams will serve as run-
ning back and receiver. 
Jack Daoud is set to be 
the main receiving tar-
get once again.

Many other players 
will be filling in all over 
the offense.

“We’ve been shuffling 

some guys around. It’s 
just a matter of putting 
these guys in place so 
we can really highlight 
their strengths,” Kelley 
added. “I think out of 
everything we’ve seen 
so far, some guys have 
emerged as good foot-
ball players. And we’re 
shuffling some other 
guys to show us what 
they have.”

ON DEFENSE
Look for Conway, 

Daoud, Williams and 
others to be two-way 
players for the Royals. 
All three will see time in 
the defensive backfield.

Perhaps the biggest 
advantage for Kelley in 
his transition to being 
the head coach is that 
when he was on the 
staff previously, he was 

defensive coordinator.
“Fortunately, I got the 

experience and to be 
around the program to 
get a good idea of how 
things are,” the coach 
said. “And I think that’s 
going to help me out in 
the process.”

OUTLOOK
The Royals finished 

winless last season and 
haven’t picked up a win 
since the last week of 
the 2017 campaign.

This season might 
start off a little bit try-
ing due to the transi-
tion. However, there is 
plenty of optimism to go 
around and if the Royals 
can continue to grow 
throughout the season, 
there’s no reason why 
multiple victories can’t 
be attained.

From page 12
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By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

Lake-Lehman has found 
plenty of success over the past 
nine years under coach Jerry 
Gilsky, yet he believes it’s time 
to change up some things.

“When you look at what we 
ran every year, it limited what 
we had,” Gilsky said. “When 
we look at this team, there is 
a lot of skill set on this team 
and we had to distribute the 
ball a little more. It’s our 10th 
year and we reflected on what 
we have and we said we have 
to distribute the ball a little bit 
better.”

There is certainly enough 
talent to do so. The Black 
Knights have one of the top 
skill-position groups in the 
Wyoming Valley Conference 
Division 3A-A. Wyoming Area 
is the only team in the division 
that could rival them.

So the plan is to get plenty 
of hands on the football and 
see what happens.

ON OFFENSE
Lehman returns all but one 

player to its backfield.

Quarterback Ethan Adams 
had a solid season as a first-
year starter, combining for 

1,250 yards of 
offense, throw-
ing for 13 TDs 
and rushing for 
four more. He’ll 
be handing off 
to Zack Koja-
dinovich once 
again. He led 

the team in rushing with 635 
yards.

Receiver Ryan Eiden showed 

his versatility in 2018, leading 
the team in receptions with 
26 and rushing for 507 yards. 
Senior Casey Kaminski is a 
big-play threat as he turned 
seven of his 20 catches into 
touchdowns last season. He 
also returned two kickoffs for 
scores. Receiver Luke Spencer 
and tight end Sean Sabaluski 

Good Luck Area Teams!

185 South River Street

Plains, PA 18705

(570) 826-5569
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LAKE-LEHMAN BLACK KNIGHTS

LAKE-LEHMAN
Coach: Jerry Gilsky (63-39) 10th year
Division: WVC 3A-A
PIAA Class: 3A
Male enrollment: 211
Stadium location: Edward Edwards Stadium, 
high school, off Route 118, Lehman Twp.
Key players lost: Ty Bilotti, WR/DB; Jarrett 
Cummings, RB/LB; Josh Durling, TE/DL; 
Dakota Heinrich, OL/DL; David Horgerbe, LB; 
Matt Kurtz, FB/LB; Frank Kutz, OL/LB; Floyd 
McRoy, WR/DB; TJ Meehan, OL/DL; Elmer 
Souder, OL/DL: Justin Timonte, K
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Ethan Adams 57-of-127, 989 yds., 13 
TDs, 11 Ints.
Rushing: Zach Kojadinovich 98-635, 6.5 avg., 
4 TDs
Receiving: Ryan Eiden 26-315, 12.1 avg., 3 
TDs
Scoring: Casey Kaminski 54 pts.
Kicking: Justin Tomonte 36 XPM, 1 FG, 39 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 at Western Wayne (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 Lakeland (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 at Hanover Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 Carbondale Area (2A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Northwest (A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 Wyoming Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Holy Redeemer (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 at Mid Valley (2A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Nanticoke (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 at Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (6-5)
Western Wayne (6-6) ............................L 30-20
at Hanover Area (3-8) ............................W 42-0
Meyers (7-4)........................................... W 42-7
at Carbondale Area (3-8) ..................... W 40-0
at Northwest (4-6) ............................... W 35-21
Wyoming Area (11-1) ............................... L 29-7
Holy Redeemer (0-10) ...........................W 48-0
at GAR (1-10) ........................................W 50-22
at Lackawanna Trail (14-2)........................L 17-7
Dallas (11-2) ...........................................L 42-14

District 2 Class 3A playoffs
at Lakeland (9-4) .................................L 6-3 OT

Lake-Lehman diversifying plan of attack
“When we look at this team, there is a lot of skill set 
on this team and we had to distribute the ball a little 
more. It’s our 10th year and we reflected on what 
we have and we said we have to distribute the ball a 
little bit better.”

Jerry Gilsky
Lake-Lehman coach

See LEHMAN | 22

Kojadinovich Eiden Kaminski Adams Sabaluski James

Robbins Hoyt Lopasky

WVC ROSTERS
BERWICK

No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
1 Mason Laubach 6-1 220 FB-DL Jr.
2 Devon Smith 5-8 130 WR-S Jr.
3 Stas Hughes 6-1 205 TE-DL Jr.
4 Shawn Sheptock 6-2 202 WR-CB Jr.
5 Blake Maurer 5-8 162 RB-S Jr.
6 Drayton Wilk 5-11 165 WR-S Fr.
7 Teagan Wilk 5-11 186 WR-S Sr.
8 Logan Smith 5-7 152 RB-CB So.
9 Blaine Cleaver 6-3 219 QB-LB Jr.
10 Ryan Laubach 6-0 184 QB-S Sr.
11 Preston Robbins 5-10 157 WR-CB Sr.
12 Gage Bortz 5-7 122 WR-CB Sr.
13 Shane Levan 5-11 142 WR-CB Sr.
14 Tahsjee Smith 6-3 181 TE-LB So.
16 Aiden Mason 5-10 212 TB-LB So.
17 Benjamin Knorr   QB-S So.
18 Bradon Hinkle 5-7 147 K-CB So.
19 Peyton Williams 6-1 185 QB-CB Jr.
20 Brayden Boone 5-8 130 WR-S So.
21 Alejandro Lopez 5-8 160 RB-DL Sr.
22 Nichls Pajovich 5-7 119 WR-CB So.
23 Ryen Steele 5-7 140 WR-CB So.
25 Hunter Madl 5-8 153 WR-CB So.
26 Brndn Spezialetti 5-9 181 RB-S Jr.
27 Evan Meighan 5-9 150 WR-S So.
29 Cole Martelli 5-8 190 WR-CB Sr.
33 Andrew Blockus 5-10 198 TE-LB So.
36 Dlls Schechterly 5-11 205 TE-LB Sr.
42 Eric Montes 6-1 235 RB-LB Sr.
52 Aaron Cashman 5-10 240 OL-DL Sr.
55 Mike Zalutko 6-1 235 OL-LB Sr.
56 Nate Traugh 5-10 189 OL-DL Jr.
57 Brian Knorr 6-4 255 OL-DL Jr.
61 Ethan Hughes 6-3 271 OL-DL Jr.
60 Sullivan Slabinski 6-1 215 OL-DL Sr.
64 Kyle Smith 5-10 215 OL-DL So.
65 Jake Lanning 6-2 225 OL-DL Jr.
66 Nichls Heimbach 5-11 215 OL-DL Sr.
70 Zander Unger 6-3 240 OL-DL So.
74 G. Cunningham 6-0 271 OL-DL So.
75 Shawn Powell 6-5 285 OL-DL Sr.
77 Jordan Young 6-1 237 OL-DL Jr.

78 Gabe DiPippa 5-9 242 OL-DL Sr.
79 Noah Craig 5-11 257 OL-DL Sr.
80 Kaleb Evans 5-8 160 TE-LB Jr.
84 Antonio Baratta 5-9 182 WR-S Sr.
84 Armani Mackey 6-1 151 TE-LB So.
99 Anthony Cisco 6-0 190 TE-DL Sr.
 Keigan Hunter 6-0 200 OL-DL Sr.

CRESTWOOD
No. Name    Gr.
1 Brandon Niemenski   Sr.
2 Garrett Swank    Sr.
3 Ryan Petrosky    Jr.
4 TJ Kulak    Sr.
5 Ryan Miller    Sr.
6 Zach Baranousky    Sr.
7 Ethan Shudak    So.
9 Kyle Novack    Jr.
10 Jesse Zaykoski    Sr.
11 Brenden DeMarzo   Jr.
12 Evan Burleson    Sr.
14 Evan Fey    So.
17 Nick Kreuzer    Jr.
18 Kyle Novak    So.
20 Andrew Hischak    So.
21 Rob Spaide    Jr.
22 Ethan Stoltz    So.
24 Chase Pugh    So.
33 Alex Romanoski    Jr.
36 Ryan Harding    Jr.
42 Jimmy Hawley    Jr.
44 Logan Arnold    Jr.
48 Mike Geroski    Sr.
50 Dylan Horn    Jr.
51 Derek Petrochko    Sr.
52 Cole Kakalachik    Fr.
61 John Schuler    Jr.
62 Cody Konschnik    So.
64 Josh Snyder    So.
66 Tyler Cesario    Sr.
68 Mike Phillips    Sr.
70 Matt Dean    Jr.
72 John Jones    Fr.
74 Zach Snyder    So.
75 Bret Phillips    So.

77 Jeremy Buzak    Jr.
79 Cody Schade    Sr.
80 Logan Walker    So.
81 Brandon Therriault   So.
88 Matthew Shiplett    Sr.
99 Jacob Gower    Jr.

DALLAS
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
2 R.J. Wren 5-9 155 QB-DB Jr.
3 Jackson Wydra 5-9 135 QB-DB So.
4 Danny Meuser 6-0 200 RB-LB Sr.
5 Nikolus Gashi 5-7 170 RB-LB Jr
6 Mitchell Burgess 6-0 185 RB-DL So.
7 Mike Starbuck 5-10 185 QB Sr.
8 Mchl Lukasavage 5-9 165 QB-DB Sr.
11 Matt Esposito 5-5 105 WR-DB So.
12 David Biscontini 5-5 120 WR-DB So.
13 Parker Bolesta 5-11 170 RB-DL Sr.
14 Matt Lukasavage 5-8 145 WR-DB Jr.
16 Matt Jesse 5-10 135 WR-DB Sr.
17 Jacob Esposito 5-11 160 QB-DB Sr.
19 Rocco Ormando 5-6 145 RB-DB So.
20 Blaine Rex 5-5 170 WR-LB Sr.
21 Dylan Schuster 6-0 175 RB-DB Sr.
22 Ben Fife 5-8 150 WR-DB Jr.
23 Luke DelGaudio 6-2 175 WR-S Sr.
24 Joe Peters 5-4 120 WR-DB So.
25 Jacob Fenske 5-8 170 RB-LB Sr.
26 Logan Young 5-8 150 RB-LB Jr.
28 Mark Karcutskie 5-6 125 RB-LB Fr.
29 Matt Maransky 5-10 150 WR-DB Sr.
32 Tyler Dezinski 5-8 165 RB-LB Jr.
33 Ryan Cuba 5-3 150 RB-LB Fr.
35 Cole Hart 5-5 130 WR-DB So.
39 Gavin Sypniewski 5-8 140 WR-DB Jr.
40 Duane Craig 5-7 140 WR-DB Jr.
41 Ryan Fisher 6-1 225 K-P Sr.
42 Lenny Kelley 5-10 175 RB-DB Sr.
43 Swyr Christman 5-5 130 RB-LB So.
44 Jake DelGaudio 5-6 135 WR-DB So.
49 John Scherer 5-6 145 WR-DB Fr.
51 Gabe Allen 5-10 210 OL-DL So.
52 Xander Shaner 6-2 220 OL-DL Sr.
55 Andrew Molitoris 5-9 255 OL-DL Sr.
56 Lucas Shultz 5-8 160 OL-LB Fr.
57 Chase Hector 5-10 195 OL-DL Jr.

59 Colby Klinetob 5-9 185 OL-DL Fr.
60 Frank Alterholt 6-0 190 OL-DL So.
61 Nate Deyo 5-6 190 OL-DL Fr.
63 Cody Delayo 5-6 155 OL-DL Fr.
66 Joe Price 6-0 240 OL-DL Sr.
68 Jordan Kovaleski 5-8 190 OL-DL So.
70 Nate Spare 5-9 240 OL-DL Sr.
71 Evan Plank 6-0 250 OL-DL Jr.
72 Colin Zeiss 6-3 200 TE-L Sr.
74 James Lehane 6-3 250 OL-DL So.
75 Taylor Bolesta 6-0 225 FB-DL Sr.
76 Joshua Balara 6-3 290 OL-DL Sr.
78 J.D. Jennings 5-10 200 OL-DL Fr.
81 Jack Farrell 6-3 180 TE-DL Sr.
82 Aiden Fennell 5-10 140 TE-DE Fr.
83 Ben Carpenter 5-4 130 WR-DB Fr.
86 Jason Puza 5-6 150 RB-LB So.
87 Christn Shedlock 5-3 130 TE-DL Fr.

HANOVER AREA
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
2 Auggie George 5-11 175 K-P Sr.
4 Bobby Sabecky 5-7 140 WR-DB Jr.
5 Lamar Nelson 5-7 175 WR-DB Sr.
6 Aiden Frields 5-7 140 WR-OLB Fr.
7 Nick Gagliardi 6-2 210 TE-DE Jr.
9 David Paolucci 5-9 145 WR/DB Sr.
11 Tnnr Bednarski 6-0 150 WR-DB Sr.
12 Mtthw Salwoski 6-0 170 QB-DB Sr.
14 Hntr Karpowich 5-10 190 FB-LB Jr.
17 Josh Dennis 5-6 115 WR-DB So.
20 Joseph Curcio 6-0 200 ATH-S  Jr.
22 Peter Hibbard 5-5 150 RB-OLB Jr.
24 Sean Cavanaugh 5-9 180 FB-ILB Sr.
25 Matthew Herbert 5-5 165 RB-ILB So.
27 Jeremy Vega 5-9 150 WR-DB So.
30 J. Stefanowicz 5-9 220 FB-ILB Sr.
32 Zach Kopeck 5-9 170 DE-TE Fr.
33 Connor Hummer 6-2 215 TE-ILB Jr.
34 Sean Dooner 5-6 120 WR-C Fr.
44 Christian Torres 5-6 160 QB-ILB Fr.
47 Jace Andrews 5-11 190 TE-OLB Sr.
52 Lndn Rubenstein 5-10 180 G-DE So.
55 Dakt Rubenstein 5-10 180 G-DE So.
56 Anthony Palermo 5-6 240 OL-DL Jr.
58 Tavon Hines 5-11 210 G-OLB Jr.
60 Michael Kocher 5-9 220 OL-DL Jr.
64 Seth Strouse 5-10 210 OL-DL Jr.
65 Paul Derwin 5-8 300 OL-DL So.
66 Derek Knorr 5-11 315 OL-DL Jr.
70 Chase Whitman 6-0 180 T-DE Fr.
72 Zachary Halenda 5-8 270 OL-DL Sr.
74 Mchl Mieldazis 6-2 290 OL-DL Sr.
76 Bryce Rockey 5-10 185 OL-DL So.
77 Jacb Mercadante 6-2 225 OL-DE Jr.
80 Dylan Martinez 5-11 180 TE-DE Jr.
81 Jared Dinoski 5-7 130 WR-DB Fr.
82 Joseph Wilder 5-8 115 WR-DB So.
85 Xavier Ankner 6-2 195 WR-DB So.
88 Cmrn Ceppa 5-11 180 WR-LB So.

HAZLETON AREA
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
1 Matt Buchman 5-11 175 RB-FS Fr.
2 Mitchell Masten 5-10 170 WR-DB So.
3 Matt Fisher 5-10 175 QB-DB Sr.
4 Nicky Damiano 5-10 165 RB-DB Jr.
5 Evan Matyas 5-10 160 WR-DB Jr.
6 Connor Shamany 5-11 150 WR-DB Fr.
9 Matt Lonczynski 5-11 180“QB-DB Fr.
10 Ryan Matyas 5-11 185 RB-LB Fr.
11 Christian Price 5-10 165 WR-DB So.
12 Kellen Warner 5-9 170 QB-DB Jr.
13 Matthew Cusatis 5-11 155“RB-DB Fr.
14 Tyler Wolfe 5-9 140 QB-DB Fr.
15 Luke Russo 5-9 145 K-P So.
22 Chris Gonzalez 5-6 135 RB-DB Jr.
25 Dante Materella 5-9 160 RB-LB Jr.
26 Jose Rodriguez 5-8 145 WR-DB So.
27 Adrian Nunez 5-10 155 WR-DB Jr.
28 Eddie Torres 5-10 150 WR-DB Jr.
30 Jonny DeBellis 5-10 175 RB-LB Sr.
33 Lance Johnson 5-9 175 RB-LB Sr.
34 Bryant Barbush 5-8 155 RB-LB So.
40 Raj Patel 5-7 150 TE-LB Sr.
41 Ben Zahorchak 5-5 130 WR-DB Sr.
42 Kevin Meluskey 6-0 215 RB-LB Jr.
45 Stanley Jimson 5-7 135 WR-DB So.
47 Patrick Petrosky 5-7 140 FB-LB So.
50 Richie Santos 5-10 215 OL-LB Sr.
51 Bryce Reed 5-9 190 OL-LB Sr.
52 Max Barrett 5-9 180 OL-DL Jr.
53 James Bugda 5—9 180 C-LB Jr.
54 Raimon Abreu 5-10 180 OL-LB So.
56 Chris Sachs 5-7 185 OL-DL So.
57 Max Barrett 5-9 180 OL-DL Jr.

58 Seth Hunsinger 5-10 200 OL-DL Jr.
59 Bryan Kelly 5-11 255 OL-DL Sr.
61 Gavin Guza 6-3 200 OL-DL Jr.
62 Leo Kelly 5-11 220 OL-DL So.
63 Daffry Mercedes 6-0 230 OL-DL Sr.
67 Stewart Sanchez 5-9 180 OL-DL Jr.
70 Sam Porro 6-0 220 OL-DL Fr.
71 Matt Minzola 6-1 260 OL-DL Sr.
72 Jason Biever 6-3 275 OL-DL Jr.
75 Nikos Rapach 6-3 290 OL-DL So.
76 Emis Maddox 5-9 220 OL-DL Sr.
82 Bryce Torstrup 6-1 185 WR-DB Jr.
84 Starling Reyes 5-8 150 WR-DB Jr.
86 Brian Billig 6-0 170 WR-DB So.
87 Dante Alucci 5-10 210 TE-LB Jr.
90 Johan Robles 5-10 190 DL Jr.
91 Julio Gonzalez 6-0 200 DL Sr.

LAKE-LEHMAN 
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
4 Casey Kaminski 6-0 185 WR-DB Sr.
6 Giovani Ferrari 5-9 155 WR-DB Sr.
7 Jake Ferguson 5-9 140 QB-DB Sr.
8 Nate Salus 6-0 170 K Sr.
10 Colby Kennedy 5-8 150 WR-DB Jr.
11 Ethan Adams 5-10 180 QB-DB Jr.
15 Dustin Heinrich 6-0 130 WR-DB So.
18 Devyn Roote 5-10 160 WR-DB Sr.
19 Josiah Thomas 6-0 185 RB-LB Sr.
20 Tyler Ward 5-9 150 WR-DB Jr.
21 Matt Galasso 5-9 160 WR-LB Sr.
22 Jacob Monko 6-1 155 WR-DB Jr.
23 Jeremy Scouton 5-9 175 RB-LB So.
24 M. Woodrosky 5-10 150 WR-DB Jr.
25 Z. Kojadinovich 5-11 200 RB-DB Sr.
28 Ryan Eiden 5-10 180 RB-LB Jr.
29 Luke Spencer 5-10 165 WR-DB Jr.
33 Nick Zaboski 6-0 175 RB-LB Jr.
34 Scott Robbins 5-11 230 FB-LB Sr.
35 Bryce Taylor 5-7 140 WR-DB Sr.
43 Danny Kutz 5-11 185 RB-LB Jr.
45 Joe Vegas 5-10 175 FB-LB So.
50 Sean Hanley 6-4 220 OL-DL Jr.
55 Damian Concklin 6-3 250 OL-DE Jr.
58 Wyatt Lopasky 5-10 220 OL-DL Sr.
61 Chris Traver 5-6 195 OL-DL Sr.
64 B. Napierkowski 5-5 235 OL-DL Jr.
65 Jacob Simoson 6-3 255 OL-DL So.
67 Chase Cole 5-10 240 OL-DL Jr.
69 Aaron Groboski 6-0 310 OL-DL So.
70 Myka Kapitula 5-11 250 OL-DL Sr.
75 Justin James 6-3 315 OL-DL Sr.
77 Logan Hoyt 6-0 260 OL-DL Sr.
80 Jason Button 5-11 130 WR-DB Sr.
83 Grayson Bruno 5-10 180 OL-LB Sr.
84 Sean Sabaluski 6-2 210 TE-DE Sr.
88 William Labar 5-9 140 WR-DB Jr.
89 Connor Spencer 5-8 170 WR-DS So.

NANTICOKE AREA
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
1 Ricky Klepadlo 6-2 175 K Sr.
2 Darren Boseman 6-2 175 Athlete Sr.
3 Keanu Ammons 6-1 175 WR-DB Sr.
4 Ayden Everett 5-11 175 RB-LB So.
6 Joe Fox 6-3 175 WR-DB Jr.
7 Sincere Shilo 6-2 175 Ath Jr.
8 Devland Heffron 6-1 185 QB-DB Sr.
9 S.Krzynewski 5-10 175 QB-LB So.
10 Dylan Tuthill 6-1 175 WR-DB Jr.
11 Colby Butczynski 6-3 190 QB Sr.
13 Mike Marcella 5-11 165 QB-DB Jr.
17 Aidan Jaskulski 6-0 165 RB-LB So.
20 Nate Penko 5-8 150 RB-DB Jr.
22 Devin Lohman 5-9 165 RB-LB Jr.
23 Seth Pelton 6-0 230 TE-LB Jr.
24 Wesley Gordan 5-11 160 WR-DB Jr.
25 Nazir Coates 6-1 180 WR-DB Jr.
26 Colin Kashatus 5-8 175 RB-LB Sr.
27 Jahiem Griffin 5-11 170 WR-DB So.
34 Joseph Krieger 5-9 165 RB-LB So.
35 Nino Czeck 5-7 165 RB-LB So.
38 Abecka Jones 5-7 155 RB-LB So.
39 B. Rosario Clark 5-3 115 WR-DB Jr.
42 Pierson Park 5-10 170 RB-DB Sr.
43 Armani Ventura 5-11 160 WR-DB Jr.
44 Oscr Kryznewski 5-10 175 RB-LB Sr.
56 Elijah Collison 6-4 260 OL-DL Jr.
58 Zack Pelton 5-10 170 OL-DL Sr.
59 John Novak 5-10 230 OL-DL Sr.
60 Austin Blank 6-0 230 OL-DL So.
62 Daniel Shipierski 5-10 219 OL-DL Jr.
65 Kyle Bobeck 6-1 240 OL-DL Sr.
66 Davin Mumma 5-11 175 OL-DL Jr.
67 Henry Sedorchuk 5-6 250 OL-DL Jr.
68 Justin Vetiaque 5-8 165 OL-DL So.

70 Braden Zaremba 6-3 305 OL-DL So.
71 Chris Shon 5-11 245 OL-DL Sr.
72 Ed Rodriguez 5-10 205 OL-DL Jr.
80 Ryan Fisher 6-1 180 TE-DE So.
82 Colin Mackiewicz 6-0 205 TE-DE Jr.
84 Evan Evatinus 6-0 185 TE-DE So.
86 Jon Kochanski 5-11 175 TE-DE So.
87 Josh O’Borski 5-10 150 WR-DB Sr.

NORTHWEST RANGERS
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
1 Chase Biller 6-2 190 TE-LB So.
2 Scott Oliver 6-2 225 QB-DE Jr.
3 JT Brubaker 6-0 175 WR-S Sr.
4 Tommy Bierly 5-8 150 RB-LB Fr.
5 Landon Hufford 6-0 185 RB-LB Fr.
8 Chase Burke 5-6 135 WR-DB Fr.
9 Mike Crawford 5-9 170 WR-DB Sr.
11 Ryan Wassel 5-9 170 QB-DB Jr.
12 Carter Hontz 5-10 175 QB-DB Fr.
15 George May 5-9 230 RB-DL Jr.
23 Dmn Saunders 5-8 150 RB-DL Sr.
25 Matt Sorber 5-9 160 TE-LB Fr.
34 Hunter Gmiter 5-7 140 RB-DB Fr.
40 Tyler Reakes 6-0 170 TE-LB So.
45 Jake Bobersky 5-8 180 RB-LB Fr.
51 Jack Wessler 5-10 190 OL-DL-K Sr.
54 Hunter Hardy 6-1 160 OL-DL Jr.
56 Blake Miller 5-10 200 OL-DL Sr.
58 Liam Reinard 5-10 240 OL-DL So.
62 Nick Wilson 6-1 245 OL-DL Sr.
64 Aaron Rittle 5-9 185 OL-DL Sr.
65 Seth Milich 5-11 210 OL-DL Sr.
66 Carson Savage 6-1 210 OL-DL Jr.
68 Tristian Lepore 6-2 240 OL-DL Fr.
69 Brendan Dixon 6-0 255 OL-DL Sr.
71 Harley Jones 6-1 305 OL-DL So.
72 JT Verbinski 6-2 225 OL-DL Jr.
73 James Sorber 6-0 220 OL-DL So.
85 John Savakinus 6-0 195 TE-LB So.
88 Jrdn Lindbuchler 5-8 150 WR-DB So.
90 Derek Dietz 5-9 165 OL-DL Fr.

PITTSTON AREA PATRIOTS
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
1 Alex Hoban 6-1 193 RB-LB So.
2 Anthony Tomas 5-11 140 K-P Jr.
3 Alex Anastasi 6-0 190 TE-DB Sr.
4 Brennan Higgins 6-0 175 WR-DB Sr.
5 P.J. Pisano 5-10 165 QB-DB Jr.
6 Andrw Krawczyk 6-2 185 WR-DB Sr.
7 Mike Nocito 5-11 165 QB-DB Sr.
8 Jimmy Spindler 5-8 155 QB-DB Fr.
9 Zac Sulima 5-10 170 WR-DB Sr.
10 Brndn Savokinas 5-9 145 WR Sr.
12 David Behm 6-4 190 WR-DB Jr.
13 Devon Shandra 5-10 145 WR-DB Sr.
14 Gino Triboski 5-8 145 WR-DB So.
16 David Girman 5-9 140 WR-DB So.
18 Bruce Rydzy 5-10 155 WR-DB Jr.
20 Kahleb Murray 5-10 150 WR-DB So.
21 Joe Cornwall 5-9 160 WR-DB Jr.
22 Dylan Luchanko 5-8 150 RB-DB Sr.
23 Tyler Granahan 5-10 155 RB-DB Sr.
24 Franny George 5-10 190 FB-LB Sr.
25 Brd Montgomery 5-10 140 WR-DB Sr.
26 John Symons 6-0 208 RB-LB Jr.
28 Zach Shock 5-9 167 WR-DB Jr.
33 D.J. Darbenzio 6-0 200 FB-LB Jr.
34 Ed Murdock 6-0 160 RB-LB Jr.
36 Josh Cotter 6-1 206 FB-LB Jr.
40 Bryhm Patterson 5-10 165 WR-LB Jr.
41 Ethan Menichini 5-7 165 RB-LB Jr.
42 Adam Lazar 5-7 155 FB-LB So.
43 Bryan Herron 5-8 175 RB-LB Sr.
45 Devin Atkins 5-5 155 RB-DB Jr.
48 John Morris 5-10 185 FB-LB Jr.
52 Noah Lyons 5-9 210 OL-DL Jr.
55 Chris Reiss 5-9 180 OL-DL Jr.
56 Dan Viquez 5-9 200 OL-DL Sr.
60 Adrian Colon 5-9 230 OL-DL Sr.
61 Matt Soy 5-9 230 K Sr.
63 John Galonis 6-3 220 OL-DL Sr.
64 Teagan Reboli 5-11 210 OL-DL Jr.
65 Joe Galonis 6-3 220 OL-DL Jr.
66 Brandon Farrell 5-8 260 OL-DL So.
70 Hugh Bentham 5-9 230 OL-DL Sr.
74 Jack Albert 5-11 230 OL-DL So.
75 Jake Jones 6-0 235 OL-DL So.
77 Nick Thayer 5-10 290 OL-DL So.
79 Stephen Yanchis 6-3 286 OL-DL Jr.
80 Yvon Idoh 6-4 150 WR So.
81 Ryan Turrant 5-10 145 TE-DL So.
82 Joe Slusark 6-2 165 WR Sr.
84 John Stone 6-1 185 WR-DB Jr.

2536 State Route 118,  
Hunlock Creek, PA 18621  

(570) 477-2287G. Davis inc.
80937866



2019 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
HIGH SCHOOL AUG 23-24 AUG 30-31 SEPT 6-7 SEPT 13-14 SEPT 20-21 SEPT 27-28 OCT 4-5 OCT 11-12 OCT 18-19 OCT 25-26

BERWICK Sat at Abington Heights 2pm Fri at Pittston Area 7pm Fri Williamsport 7pm Fri Wyo Valley West 7pm Fri Selinsgrove 7pm Fri at Valley View 7pm Fri Hazleton Area 7pm Fri at Crestwood 7pm Fri at Dallas 7pm Fri Wilkes Barre Area 7pm

CRESTWOOD Fri Wilkes Barre Area 7pm Fri at Dallas 7pm Fri Wyo Valley West 7pm Fri at Pottsville 7pm Fri at Williamsport 7pm Fri at Nanticoke 7pm Fri Tunkhannock 7pm Fri Berwick 7pm Fri at Pittston Area 7pm Fri Hazleton Area 7pm

DALLAS Fri at Tunkhannock 7pm Fri Crestwood 7pm Fri at Hazleton Area 7pm Fri Pittston Area 7pm Fri at Wyo Valley West 7pm Fri at Wilkes Barre Area 7pm Fri Nanticoke Area 7pm Fri at Valley View 7pm Fri Berwick 7pm Fri Lake Lehman 7pm

HANOVER AREA Fri Athens 7pm Fri at Old Forge 7pm Fri Lake Lehman 7pm Fri at Riverside 7pm Fri Western Wayne 7pm Fri Holy Redeemer 7pm Fri at Northwest 7pm Fri at Lackawanna Trail 7pm Fri at Wyoming Area 7pm Fri Nanticoke 7pm

HAZLETON AREA Fri at Pottsville 7pm Fri at Wyo Valley West 7pm Fri Dallas 7pm Fri at Williamsport 7pm Fri Wilkes Barre Area 7pm Fri Delaware Valley 7pm Fri at Berwick 7pm Fri Scranton 7pm Fri Wallenpaupack 7pm Fri at Crestwood 7pm

HOLY REDEEMER Open Sat Northwest 1pm Sat Mahanoy Area 1pm Fri at Old Forge 7pm Fri at Nanticoke 7pm Fri at Hanover Area 7pm Fri Lake Lehman 7pm Fri at Wyoming Area 7pm Sat Lackawanna Trail 1pm Fri Susquehanna 7pm

LAKE LEHMAN Fri at Western Wayne 7pm Fri Lakeland 7pm Fri at Hanover Area 7pm Fri Carbondale 7pm Fri Northwest 7pm Fri Wyoming Area 7pm Fri at Holy Redeemer 7pm Fri at Mid Valley 7pm Fri Nanticoke 7pm Fri at Dallas 7pm

NANTICOKE Fri at Pittston Area 7pm Fri Tunkhannock 7pm Fri at Wilkes Barre Area  7pm Fri Wyoming Area 7pm Fri Holy Redeemer 7pm Fri Crestwood 7pm Fri at Dallas 7pm Fri Lakeland 7pm Fri at Lake Lehman 7pm Fri at Hanover Area 7pm

NORTHWEST Fri Lackawanna Trail 7pm Sat at Holy Redeemer 1pm Fri Wyoming Area 7pm Open Fri at  Lake Lehman 7pm Sat at Susquehanna 1pm Fri Hanover Area 7pm Fri Wyalusing 7pm Fri at Old Forge 7pm Fri Riverside 7pm

PITTSTON AREA Fri Nanticoke 7pm Fri Berwick 7pm Fri at Tunkhannock 7pm Fri at Dallas 7pm Fri Wallenpaupack 7pm Fri West Scranton 7pm Fri at Williamsport 7pm Sat at Scranton Prep 1:30pm Fri Crestwood 7pm Fri at Wyoming Area 7pm

TUNKHANNOCK Fri Dallas 7pm Fri at Nanticoke Area 7pm Fri Pittston Area 7pm Fri at Honesdale 7pm Fri at Wyoming Area 7pm Fri Towanda 7pm Fri at Crestwood 7pm Fri North Pocono 7pm Fri Mid Valley 7pm Fri at Mid West 7pm

WILKES BARRE AREA Fri at Crestwood 7pm Fri Scranton 7pm Fri Nanticoke 7pm Fri Delaware Valley 7pm Fri at Hazleton Area 7pm Fri Dallas 7pm Fri at Wyo Valley West 7pm Fri at Wallenpaupack 7pm Fri Williamsport 7pm Fri at Berwick 7pm

WILLIAMSPORT Fri at Central Mountain 7pm Fri Altoona 7pm Fri at Berwick 7pm Fri Hanover Area 7pm Fri Crestwood 7pm Fri at Scranton 7pm Fri Pittston Area 7pm Fri Delaware Valley 7pm Fri at Wilkes Barre Area 7pm Fri Wyo Valley West 7pm

WYOMING AREA Fri Mid Valley 7pm Sat at Scranton Prep 1:30pm Fri at Northwest 7pm Fri at Nanticoke Area 7pm Fri Tunkhannock 7pm Fri at Lake Lehman 7pm Fri at Dunmore 7pm Fri Holy Redeemer 7pm Fri Hanover Area 7pm Fri Pittston Area 7pm

WYOMING VALLEY WEST Fri at Scranton 7pm Fri Hazleton Area 7pm Fri at Crestwood 7pm Fri at Berwick 7pm Fri Dallas 7pm Fri at Wallenpaupack 7pm Fri Wilkes Barre Area 7pm Fri Abington Heights 7pm Fri Delaware Valley 7pm Fri at Williamsport 7pm
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SPORTS  TAVERN

Daily Specials

MONdAy: “Taco Night” - 99¢ tacos
TuESdAy: “Wings” Bone In “Fresh Never Frozen” & Boneless - 40¢ ea.
WEdNESdAy: Cheese Steaks - $6.25 served w/ chips & pickle
ThuRSdAy:  Steamed Clams - $5.95 Baker’s dozen
FRIdAy & SATuRdAy: Steak & Seafood Specials
                                   Friday Night happy hour  4-6 P.M.
SuNdAy:  “WE hAVE ThE NFL TICKET” - Special Menu & Beer Specials

26 BEERS ON TAP

80937605

6190 Fourth St. (Old Berwick Road) • Bloomsburg 
570-387-8999 •scoreboardpa.com

SPORTS  TAVERN

We appreciate your business!!

80937606
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Fri Hazleton Area 7pm
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Fri Midd-West 7pm



(570) 299-5829

Bars & Reclining Sofa Sets up to 40% off select styles

33 N. MAIN ST  |  PITTSTON, PA 18640
(across from the YMCA)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
ecofurniturestore.com

80936343 80937754

185 N. Wilkes-Barre Blvd. Wilkes-Barre, PA 
570-822-1188

Now 
ScheduliNg 

Fall 
iNStallatioNS

Save
to

$4,000
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NANTICOKE AREA TROJANS

By Dave Rosengrant
For Times Leader

Three straight years Nan-
ticoke Area has finished the 
regular season with a record 
of 5-5 and followed that with a 
postseason game.

Under Ron Bruza, who 
begins his 10th season at the 
helm, the Trojans culture has 
changed from a team that was 
perennially near the bottom 
of the standings to one that is 
now expected to make a run to 
the playoffs every year.

“There’s been a lot of chang-
es. The ethics at Nanticoke 
are changing,” Bruza said. 
“They’re still great kids. They 
come to work. They’re blue 
collar guys.”

Now, it’s time for the Trojans 
to take the next step and turn 
the .500 record in the regular 
season into a winning record.

The program lost a total of 
12 starters from last season, 
but Bruza said there’s still 
plenty of talent on the roster 
that can pick up right where 
the team left off.

“We have a good nucleus 
of guys back from last year.,” 

the coach said. “We lost 12 
starters, some of them started 
both sides of the ball, but we 
had some success and the 
guys who have been around 
know what it takes to be suc-
cessful.”

ON OFFENSE 
Piloting a Wing-T backfield 

led by three-year starter at 
quarterback Colby Butczynski, 

the Trojans should be able 
to pick up where they left off 
last year. Darren Boseman 
(four-year starter) and Keanu 
Ammons return as receivers, 
while four-year starter Kyle 
Bobeck (6-foot-1, 240-pounds) 
and Braden Zaremba (6-3, 
305) return to anchor the 
offensive line.

They’ll be making holes for 
several ball carriers, includ-

ing Pierson 
Park, who 
grabbed a 
plethora of 
touches a 
year ago, 
and Sin-
cere Shilo, 
who could 

be seen all over the place on 
offense.

“Ammons, Boseman and 
Buczynski, those guys have the 
big-game experience already,” 
Bruza said. “We have about six 
backs we’re going to rotate in. 
A lot of guys are going to get a 
lot of touches.”

NANTICOKE AREA
Coach: Ron Bruza (39-54), 10th year
Division: WVC 4A
PIAA Class: 4A
Male enrollment: 316
Stadium location: High School, Kosciuszko 
Street, Nanticoke
Key players lost: Joe Ammons, RB/DL; 
Austin Cheslaw, RB/LB; Trevor Grohowski, 
WR/DB; Shane Repasky, TE/DL; John 
Shoemaker, LB; Dylan Szychowski, WR/DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Colby Butczynski 38-of-88, 758 yds., 
7 TDs, 2 Ints.
Rushing: Joe Ammons 174-1,406, 8.1 avg., 
14 TDs
Receiving: Keanu Ammons 14-314, 22.4 avg., 
2 TDs
Scoring: Joe Ammons 90 pts.
Kicking: Ricky Klepadlo 23 XPM, 23 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 at Pittston Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 Tunkhannock (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 at Wilkes-Barre Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 Wyoming Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Holy Redeemer (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Lakeland (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 at Lake-Lehman (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 at Hanover Area (3A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (6-5)
Pittston Area (4-7) .................................L 28-21
at Tunkhannock (3-7) .......................... W 53-31
Coughlin (0-10) ........................................ W 7-6
at Wyoming Area (11-1) ............................L 35-7
Western Wayne (6-6) ...............................L 35-7
at Crestwood (2-8) ............................... W 47-14
Dallas (11-2) ............................................L 35-0
at Lakeland (8-3) ....................................L 30-0
at GAR (1-10) ..........................................W 35-0 
Hanover Area (3-8) .............................. W 43-10
Eastern Conf. 4A Championship
Hamburg (4-7) ....................................... W 14-6

Trojans prepared to take the next step
“We have a good nucleus of guys back from last 
year.,” the coach said. “We lost 12 starters, some of 
them started both sides of the ball, but we had some 
success and the guys who have been around know 
what it takes to be successful.”

Ron Bruza
Nanticoke coach

Bobeck Boseman Ammons Pelton Zaremba Shon

See NANTICOKE | 22

TUNKHANNOCK
No. Name  Pos.  Ht.  Wt.  Gr.
2 Jake Frisco WR-DB 6-1 175 Sr.
3 Gavin Montross WR-K 5-9 140 Fr.
4 Jaxson Montross K 6-0 140 Sr.
5 Ben Chilson QB-DB 6-3 163 Fr.
7 Jack Chilson QB-DB 6-5 175 Jr.
9 Tyler Chesla RB-DL 5-10 180 Sr.
10 Sean Meder WR-LB 5-10 169 Jr.
11 Riley Jones WR-DB 5-8 150 Jr.
13 Matt Prebola QB-LB 5-8 135 So.
14 Colin Madan WR-LB 5-11 142 Fr.
15 Nathan Lord WR-DB 6-3 175 Jr.
17 Garrett Yuhas WR-DB 5-9 135 Fr.
21 Ty Konen RB-DB 5-9 162 So.
23 M. Roccograndi RB-DB 5-7 145 So.
24 Evan Sackmann WR-DB 5-10 150 Sr.
25 Jeffrey Meader RB-LB 5-7 185 So.
26 Gavin D’Amato RB-LB 5-6 150 Sr.
27 Connor Elgin RB-DB 5-7 135 Jr.
31 Michael Sickler WR-LB 5-8 180 So.
35 J. Baltrusaitis WR-LB 6-2 175 So.
38 Justin Strohl WR-DL 6-1 200 So.
39 Alec Walter OL-DL 5-8 170 Sr.
42 Ryan Simmons RB-LB 6-1 170 Jr.
54 Stephen Burd OL-DL 5-5 180 So.
55 Nick Marabell OL-DL 5-11 215 So.
56 Alec Seboe OL-LB 6-1 215 Sr.
57 Devon Anderson OL-DL 6-0 225 So.
58 Alex Smith OL-DL 6-0 240 Sr.
59 Jaden Kozlowski OL-DL 6-1 233 So.
66 Seth Reimiller OL-DL 5-10 230 So.
70 Andrew Slusark OL-DL 6-1 250 Jr.
71 Connor Chesner OL-DL 5-7 201 Fr.
72 Jacob Davenport OL-DL 6-1 240 So.
73 Colin Porasky OL-DL 6-0 275 Jr.
77 Alex Daily OL-DL 6-0 230 Sr.
78 Brett Sickler OL-DL 6-3 280 Sr.
80 Shane Wood WR-DL 6-3 210 Jr..
81 J.l Zacharias WR-DL 6-1 290 Jr.

WILKES-BARRE AREA 
No. Name Pos. Gr.
2 Nino Cinti WR-DB Sr.
3 Samir Hill RB-LB So.
4 Antwan Gray-Dates RB-DB Sr.
5 Malachi Williams WR-DB Sr.
7 Kam Taylor QB-DB Jr.
8 Talee Swinney QB-DB Sr.
9 Jonathan Karpien QB-LB Jr.
10 Tyere Dobson WR-DB Jr.
11 Casmir Van Buren WR-DB Sr.
12 Kristian Vasquez RB-LB Sr.
14 Rafael McCoy WR-DB Sr.
15 Anthony Nguyen TE-LB So.
16 Timothy Tyndall RB-LB Jr.
17 Maleek Robinson TE-LB Jr.
18 Anthony Martinez TE-LB Jr.
19 Tyler Woolard TE-LB Jr.
20 Jabrill Crumbley WR-DB Sr.
21 Abu Samake WR-DB Jr.
22 Dylan Fox WR-LB Jr.
23 Javier Gonzalez RB-LB So.
24 Raheem Boldon WR-DB Sr.
25 Jaylen Ke’Vaughn Buckner
  RB-LB Jr.
26 Jalil Timmons RB-DB Sr.
28 Jermaine Curtis WR-DB Jr.
30 Watkeem Gumbs WR-DB Sr.
31 Jaquan Elam RB-LB Jr.
32 Aiden Redding RB-LB Sr.
33 Xavier Carter RB-DE Jr.
34 Jaiden Evans RB-DB So.
36 Mike Fox WR-LB Sr.
42 Silas Armstrong TE-LB Sr.
43 Richard Carey RB-LB Sr.
44 Noah Taylor RB-LB Jr.
45 Ray Perdomo TE-DE So.
50 Randall Bednar OL-DL Jr.
51 Cameron Hagenbaugh OL-DL Fr.
52 Kevin Kaskey OL-DL Sr.
53 Christian Swinney OL-DL Jr.
54 Cah Mier Stephenson OL-DL So.
55 Cyncere Hughes OL-DL So.
56 Greg DeLeon OL-DL Sr.
57 Josh Jones OL-DL Sr.
58 Koby Bednar OL-DL Sr.
59 Colton Reese-Baker TE-DL Jr.
62 Vincent Beltran OL-DL So.
64 Michael Timek OL-DL Jr.
66 Jeremy Shimko OL-DL Jr.
68 Tommy Le OL-DL Sr.
72 Ivan Ramos OL-DL So.

73 Shabbir Ahmad OL-DL So.
75 Shawn Riecke OL-DL So.
80 Adriel Chamberlain TE-DE So.
81 Michael Andrzeiewski WR-DB So.
84 Michael Smeraglio TE-DE Sr.
85 Conor Shedlock TE-DE Jr.
99 Kashawn Wade RB-DE So.

WILLIAMSPORT 
No. Name Pos. Gr.
1  Dallas Griess  QB-DB So.
3  Malik Jones  RB-LB Jr.
4  Brock Moyer  WR-DB Sr.
5  Frankie Morrone  QB-LB So.
6  Damier Sam-Glover  WR-DB So.
7  Akyeem Cowen-Connelly  WR-LB Sr.
8  Drake Mankey  RB-LB Sr.
9  Trey Eiswerth  WR-DB Jr.
10  Cam Sims  WR-DB So.
11  Nasir Jones  TE-DE Jr.
12  Braedon Mazzante  WR-DB Jr.
13  Ishiye Dixon  WR-DB Jr.
14  Tarik Cobb  WR-LB So.
15  Avery Campbell  TE-DE So.
16  Jonathan Cramer  PK Sr.
17  Gavin Turner  WR-DB Jr.
18  Chantz Mccloskey  TE-LB Jr.
19  Christian Mumford  TE-LB So.
20  Stavon Jefferson  RB-LB So.
21  DJ Greene  WR-DB So.
22  Sebastian Robinson  WR-LB So.
23  Lajear Whaley  RB-LB So.
24  Maxwell Goode  RB-DL Jr.
25  Keith Freeman  WR-DB So.
27  Santino White  WR-DB So.
29  Naz Smith  WR-DB So.
30  Roman Morrone  WR-DB So.
32  Ian Welshans  RB-DL Sr.
33  Edward Jefferson  WR-LB Sr.
43  Naki Castro  TE-LB So.
50  Chase Nye  OL-LB Jr.
51  Gabriel Peterson  OL-LB Jr.
52  Dade Splain  OL-DL So.
54  Hunter Entz  OL-DL Jr.
55  Connor Adkins  OL-DL So.
56  Charles Crews  OL-DL So.
57  Solomon Reagan  OL-DL Sr.
58  Beau Smith  OL-DL Jr.
59  Ethan Williamson  OL-DL Sr.
61  Christopher Peterson  OL-DL Sr.
62  Alexis Winder  OL-LB So.
66  Collin Holt  OL-DL Sr.
69  Jayden Ulmer  OL-DL So.
72  Blake Forker  OL-DL So.
73  Reilly McCloskey  OL-DL Jr.
76  Joseph Heim  OL-DL Jr.
79  Andre Mullen  OL-DL So.
88  Garrett Laver  TE-LB So.
89  Austin Stugart  WR-DB Jr.

WYOMING AREA
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
1 Darren Rodney 6-0 190 RB-CB Sr.
2 Quadre Sessoms 6-0 205 WR-DB Sr.
3 Rocco Pizano 5-7 150 WR So.
4 Riley Rusyn 5-10 165 WR-DB Sr.
5 Z. Williamson 5-8 160 RB-DB Sr.
6 Brian Williams 6-1 190 WR-CB Sr.
7 Nick Ross 5-6 135 WR So.
9 Dominic DeLuca 6-2 200 QB-S Sr.
10 Nick George 5-5 125 WR So.
11 Derek Ambrosino 6-3 220 TE-DE Sr.
14 Usamah Alansari 5-10 160 WR-DB So.
15 Blaise Sokach-Minnick
  6-3 185 QB So.
16 Nico Sciandra 5-9 165 RB So.
17 Jacob Williams 6-0 195 QB-DB Jr.
18 Michael Mondlak 5-9 165 WR Sr.
19 Vincenzo Nova 5-5 130 WR So.
21 Drew Mruk 5-11 180  RB-LB Fr.
22 Leonardo Haros 5-9 160 RB-DB So.
23 Corey Mruk 5-10 190 RB-LB Sr.
24 Sydney Kruszka 5-5 100 K Jr.
25 Colby Gashi 5-8 195 RB-LB Jr.
26 Chrl Banashefski 5-7 170 RB-LB Sr.
30 Vncnz Giambra 5-7 170 RB Jr.
35 Enzo Scotto-Diluzio
  5-9 185 RB-DL Sr.
36 F.J. Braccini 5-9 205 FB-LB Sr.
38 Matt Skilonger 5-7 155 WR Jr.
40 Matt Ragantesi 5-5 140 RB So.
42 Richie Hyzinski 5-9 170 RB So.
43 Dillon Williams 6-3 240 RB-LB Sr.
44-69 Nicholas Elko 6-2 275 FB-DL So.

45 Dylan Rosati 5-8 140 WR So.
46 Daniel Angus 5-8 185 TE So.
47 Jerrel Chepalonis 5-9 150 WR-DE Jr.
49 Jake Pietrowski 5-11 170 TE So.
50 Dante Bovani 5-11 240 G-DL Sr.
51 Bryce Hinkle 5-8 205 C-DL Jr.
52 Nasir Condry 5-7 215 C-LB Jr.
53 A.J. Merlino 5-10 200 T Jr.
54 Matt Clarke 5-9 275 G Jr.
56 Alessandro Mannino
  5-10 220 T So.
57 Owen Kelly 6-3 230 T So.
58 Ethan Speece 5-11 270 C Fr.
59 Jayden Rusyn 6-1 230 G-DL So.
62 Matt Peleschi 5-7 180 G So.
63 Dustin Doria 5-9 220 G So.
64 Vincent Bowers 5-9 190 G Jr.
66 Shawn Kostak 6-1 235 T-DL Jr.
68 Jaleem DeJesus 5-8 190 G Jr.
71 Thomas Wycoski 6-5 295 T-DL Sr.
72 Tyler Brzozowski 5-8 250 G So.
73 Ryan Gilpin 5-10 250 T So.
74 Kameron Barber 5-8 200 T So.
76-90 S.Solomon 6-4 295 T-DL Sr.
79 Alex Chickson 5-10 220 T So.
80 Zach Sheridan 5-6 130 WR So.
82 Michael Clark 6-1 200 TE So.
85 C. Osenkarski 6-7 230 TE So.
86 Caleb Graham 6-3 210 TE-DE Sr.
87 Tom Collins 5-10 165 WR Jr.
88 Adam Sigman 5-7 140 WR Jr.
92 Stanley Moderski 5-9 200 K Sr.
94 Jimmy Miller 6-1 200 TE Sr.
95 Josh Cumbo 5-7 230 K Sr.
99 Erik Trasciatti 5-9 150 WR So.

WYOMING VALLEY WEST
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Gr.
1 Salem Diop 6-4 180 WR-DB Sr.
2 Nah-Syr Garner 6-0 170 WR-DB Jr.
3 Ryan Meyers 5-9 125 WR-DB So.
4 Jerimiah Williams 5-9 165 WR-DB Jr.
5 Darius Redguard 5-9 200 RB-LB Jr.
6 Patrick Meade 5-7 150 WR-DB So.
6 Tyler Wyberski 5-7 165 WR-LB Sr.
7 Conner Olisewski 5-11 155 WR-DB So.
8 Dominick Barofski
  5-9 140 QB-DB Jr.
9 Dylan Nastanski 5-8 180 WR-DB Sr.
10 Jonathan Scarpelli
  6-1 145 QB-DB So.
11 Josh Kennedy 5-10 130 WR-DB Sr.
12 Jumir Johnson 6-1 155 WR-DB Sr.
13 Brandon Kennedy
  5-7 125 WR-DB So.
14 Tyler Gillespie 6-2 200 K Sr.
15 Dontae Rhodes 6-0 180 QB Jr.
16 Tyler Weidman 6-2 175 WR-DB Jr.
17 J’Von Gamble 5-9 150 RB-LB Fr.
21 Caleb Grossman 5-8 160 RB-DB So.
22 Zack Tomascik 5-8 170 RB-LB So.
23 Gavin Phillips 5-9 175 RB-LB So.
24 Aziz Martin 6-1 180 RB-LB Jr.
25 Luis Rivera 5-7 195 RB-LB Sr.
26 Zack McDaniels 5-10 190 RB-LB Sr.
33 Colin Rood 6-2 195 RB-LB So.
34 Jonathan Stochla 6-1 190 TE-DL Jr.
35 Jarrett Kasarda 5-8 170 RB-LB Jr.
42 Brendan Woods 5-11 215 RB-LB Sr.
44 Josh Koval 5-11 180 RB-LB So.
45 Ian Leachey 6-2 225 TE-LB Fr.
50 Evan Lord 5-11 230 OL-DL So.
51 Landn Dietterick 6-0 180 TE-LB Fr.
52 Jydn Swainbank 6-2 180 OL-DL So.
53 Gerard Davis 5-10 275 OL-DL Sr.
54 Mark Raskiewicz 5-10 195 OL-DL So.
55 Nate Mooney 5-10 270 O-DL Sr.
56 Mike Burke 5-9 160 OL-DL Sr.
58 Noah Anderscavage
  5-8 210 OL-DL Jr.
65 Marquesse Mckenith
  5-10 200 OL-DL So.
66 Elijah Cropp 6-0 265 OL-DL Jr.
67 Marcos Montoya 6-4 185 K Sr.
68 Jason Pearson 6-1 175 OL-DL Fr.
73 Brandon Tirado 6-1 314 OL-DL Sr.
74 Aiden Golightly 5-10 210 OL-DL So.
77 Donald Messersmith
  6-1 303 OL-DL Sr.
79 Vito Donnarumma
  6-3 230 OL-DL Sr.
87 Jonathan Chell 5-8 175 WR-LB Sr.
88 Joe Malloy 6-0 160 TE-DL Jr.
92 Davonn Ogan 6-0 180 RB-LB Jr.
95 Jordan Evans 6-2 195 TE-DL Sr.
99 Ja’Mir Murphy 6-1 270 OL-DL Sr.

WVC ROSTERS

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Members of the Wilkes-Barre Area Wolfpack wait around for their portraits to be taken at Wilkes-
Barre Memorial Stadium last week. The team plays its first-ever game on Friday night at Crestwood. 
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Good Luck to Northwest 
Area Football Team This Year!

CALL TodAY 570-542-7112
26 W Union St., Shickshinny, PA 18655

Wood PeLLeTs Are IN!

NorthwestE20 E21

Th
ur

sd
ay

, A
ug

us
t 2

2,
 2

01
9

20
H

IG
H

 S
CH

O
O

L 
FO

OT
BA

LL
 2

01
9

Thursday, August 22, 2019
21

H
IGH

 SCH
O

O
L FO

OTBALL 2019

NORTHWEST RANGERS

NORTHWEST
Coach: Lon Hazlet (110-104), 5th year at 
Northwest; 21st year overall
Division: WVC 3A-A
PIAA Class: A
Male enrollment: 118
Stadium location: High School, Thorne Hill 
Road, off Route 239, Union Twp.
Key players lost: Lucas Acornley, TE/DE; 
Kevin Boyer, OL; Camden Capece, OL/DL; 
Curtis Gregory, WR/DB; Connor Hazlet, WR/
DB; Bryce Koser, WR/DB; Shane Noss, OL/DL; 
Dave Piestrak, QB/DB; Tyler Stevens, RB/LB; 
Adam Tarnowski, OL; JJ Whitesell, DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Dave Piestrak 80-of-171, 1,239 yds., 
16 TDs, 7 Ints.
Rushing: George May 117-604, 5.2 avg., 8 TDs
Receiving: Connor Hazlet 44-730, 16.6 avg., 
9 TDs
Scoring: Connor Hazlet 76 pts.
Kicking: Jack Wessler 26 XPM, 1 FG, 29 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 Lackawanna Trail (A) 7 p.m.
Sat., Aug 31 at Holy Redeemer (3A) 1 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 7 Wyoming Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Sept. 13-14 OPEN 
Fri., Sept. 21 at Lake-Lehman (3A) 7 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 28 at Susquehanna (2A) 1 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Hanover Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Wyalusing Area (2A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 at Old Forge (A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Riverside (2A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (4-6)
at Lackawanna Trail (14-2).....................L 34-14
at Meyers (7-4) ......................................L 53-14
at Wyoming Area (11-1) ........................... L 55-0
Holy Cross (2-8) ....................................W 48-6
Lake-Lehman (6-5) ................................L 35-21
GAR (1-10) ..............................................W 42-6
at Hanover Area (3-8) ........................... L 37-36
at Wyalusing Area (1-9) ..........................W 35-8
Old Forge (8-3)......................................L 56-20
Holy Redeemer (0-10) ......................... W 58-21

Northwest wants send message in final WVC season
By Paul Sokoloski
psokoloski@timesleader.com

The Northwest Rangers 
already know exactly what 
they want out of their Wyo-
ming Valley Conference swan 
song.

One last hurrah.
“I understand it’s going to 

be the last time,” Northwest 
two-way tackle Brendan 
Dixon said. “I’m looking to 
make our mark, to try and 
really make people remember 
the Rangers.”

They can do that by getting 
back to the playoffs.

Northwest followed two 
straight Division 3A-A cham-
pionship seasons by missing 
the District 2 and Eastern 
Conference postseasons last 
year for the first time since 
Lon Hazlet became head 
coach of the program in 2015. 
And before that, the Rangers 
were perennial playoff partici-
pants under former coach Carl 
Majer.

Then came last year’s 4-6 
finish, which began with an 
0-3 start and quickly wiped 
away memories of back-to-
back unbeaten runs through 

the WVC Division 3A-A in 
2016 and 2017.

The Rangers will have one 
final crack to do it in the 
WVC.

The Northwest school board 
voted earlier this year to move 
football and a few other sports 
to District 4’s Northern Tier 
League next season, after 
familiar WVC 3A-A division 
opponents GAR and Meyers 
combined with Coughlin to 
form the Wilkes-Barre Area 
merger this season and Nan-
ticoke Area moved to the 4A 
division last season.

“I think we’re all disap-
pointed,” Hazlet said, “that 
the Wyoming Valley Confer-
ence, at least for us - I hate to 
use the word dissolved - but 
it’s just not a great fit for us. 

We lose Nanticoke, who we no 
longer play, and we lose Mey-
ers and GAR, who we’ve been 
very competitive with. When 
you take those three teams off 
the schedule, that leaves us 
with Hanover, Lehman and 
Holy Redeemer that are local.”

Hazlet, who formerly 
coached at Pittston Area, sees 
some big benefits to North-
west bolting the WVC.

“We were going to go over 
an hour north to go play 
teams from District 2,” Hazlet 
said. “When we looked at it 
as a school district and as an 
administration, to go west and 
play single-A schools makes 
sense.”

ON OFFENSE
How do you replace a 

couple of graduated school 
record-setters? You tow the 
line.

Without nearly 6,000 com-
bined career yards worth of 
offense from quarterback 
David Piestrak or over 100 
career catches from receiver 
Connor Hazlet, the big-play 
potential they used to smash 
school marks before both 
graduated has dwindled.

Instead, the Rangers will roll 
behind a senior-laden offensive 
line led by center Jack Wessler 
and guard Nick Wilson. Both 
are returning starters and 
will have experienced fellow 
seniors Blake Miller, Seth 
Milich and Brendan Dixon lin-
ing up beside them.

“We lose Nanticoke, who we no longer play, and 
we lose Meyers and GAR, who we’ve been very 
competitive with. When you take those three teams 
off the schedule, that leaves us with Hanover, 
Lehman and Holy Redeemer that are local.”

Lon Hazlet
Northwest coach

See NORTHWEST | 21

TELEVSION
( Subject to change)
WEEK 1
Friday, Aug. 23
7 p.m.
Service Electric — Athens at 
Hanover Area
WQMY — West Scranton at 
North Pocono
WYLN — Wilkes-Barre Area at 
Crestwood
PCN — Harrisburg at 
Coatesville

WEEK 2
Friday, Aug. 30
7 p.m.
Service Electric — Scranton 
at Wilkes-Barre Area
WQMY — Hazleton Area at 
Wyoming Valley West
PCN — Bethlehem Catholic 
at Bethlehem Freedom
Saturday, Aug. 31
1 p.m.
Service Electric — Northwest 
at Holy Redeemer

WEEK 3
Friday, Sept. 6
7 p.m.

Service Electric — Wyoming 
Valley West at Crestwood
WQMY — Pittston Area at 
Tunkhannock
WYLN — Dallas at Hazleton 
Area
PCN — Manheim Central at 
Warwick
Saturday, Sept. 7
1 p.m.
Service Electric — Mahanoy 
Area at Holy Redeemer

WEEK 4
Friday, Sept. 13
7 p.m.
Service Electric — Delaware 
Valley at Wilkes-Barre Area
WQMY — Hughesville at 
Central Columbia
WYLN — Nativity at Mahanoy 
Area
PCN — East Stroudsburg 
South at Stroudsburg

WEEK 5
Friday, Sept. 20
7 p.m.
Service Electric — Dallas at 
Wyoming Valley West
WQMY — Montoursville at 

Loyalsock
WYLN — Wilkes-Barre Area at 
Hazleton Area
PCN — Quaker Valley at 
Elizabeth Forward

WEEK 6
Friday, Sept. 27
7 p.m.
Service Electric — Holy 
Redeemer at Hanover Area
WQMY — Berwick at Valley 
View
WYLN — Delaware Valley at 
Hazleton Area
7:30 p.m.
PCN — Pine-Richland at 
Pittsburgh Central Catholic

WEEK 7
Friday, Oct. 4
7 p.m.
Service Electric — Wilkes-
Barre Area at Wyoming Valley 
West
WQMY — Lackawanna Trail at 
Old Forge
WYLN — Hazleton Area at 
Berwick
PCN — Hazleton Area at 
Berwick

WEEK 8
Friday, Oct. 11
7 p.m.
Service Electric — Abington 
Heights at Wyoming Valley 
West
WQMY — Wilkes-Barre Area 
at Wallenpaupack
WYLN — Scranton at 
Hazleton Area
8 p.m.
PCN — Archbishop Wood at 
St. Joseph’s Prep

WEEK 9
Friday, Oct. 18
7 p.m.
Service Electric — 
Williamsport at Wilkes-Barre 
Area
WQMY — Berwick at Dallas
WYLN — Wallenpaupack at 
Hazleton Area
PCN — Bloomsburg at Mount 
Carmel

WEEK 10
Friday, Oct. 25
7 p.m.
WQMY — Lakeland at 

Dunmore
WYLN — Hazleton Area at 
Crestwood
PCN — Emmaus at Parkland

RADIO
All on WHLM FM 94.7, 104.3, 
105.5 and AM 930 and 1280
WEEK 1
Friday, Aug. 23
7 p.m. — Mount Carmel at 
Central Columbia
Saturday, Aug. 24 
2 p.m. — Berwick at Abington 
Heights
WEEK 2
Friday, Aug. 30
7 p.m. — Berwick at Pittston 
Area
Saturday, Aug. 31
7 p.m. — Mount Carmel at 
Southern Columbia
WEEK 3
Friday, Sept. 6
7 p.m. — Williamsport at 
Berwick
WEEK 4
Friday, Sept. 13
7 p.m. — Wyo. Valley West at 
Berwick

WEEK 5
Friday, Sept. 20
7 p.m. — Selinsgrove at 
Berwick
WEEK 6
Friday, Sept. 27
7 p.m. — Berwick at Valley 
View
Saturday, Sept. 28
1 p.m. — Sayre at Columbia-
Montour Vo-Tech
WEEK 7
Friday. Oct. 4
7 p.m. — Hazleton Area at 
Berwick
WEEK 8
Friday, Oct. 11
7 p.m. — Berwick at 
Crestwood
WEEK 9
Friday, Oct. 18
7 p.m. — Berwick at Dallas
WEEK 10
Friday, Oct. 25
7 p.m. — Wilkes-Barre Area at 
Berwick
(All Berwick broadcasts 
start an hour before kickoff 
with the Coach Francesco 
Show. Pregame is 30 minutes 
before kickoff.)

H.S. FOOTBALL TV AND RADIO SCHEDULE

The biggest chore is 
finding someone to take 
snaps from Wessler.

Sophomore Ryan Was-
sel and freshman Carter 
Hontz are fighting for the 
job and both are about 
the same size. For what 
it’s worth, Wassel threw 
an 80-yard touchdown 
last year, but it was his 
only completion and 
he had just one more 
attempt. So there’s really 
no edge in experience 
between them.

Both could see playing 
time this season, given 
Wassel’s ability to trot out 
to the receiver spot. He 
was Northwest’s third-
leading receiver last year.

More likely, the Rang-
ers will turn to a solid 
ground game led by 
last year’s team-leading 
rusher George May and 

impressive freshman 
Landon Hufford. They’ll 
feature plenty of two tight 
end sets, with sopho-
mores John Savakinus 
and Chase Biller both 
skilled in blocking and 
pass catching.

ON DEFENSE
Again, it all starts up 

front for Northwest.
Experienced linemen 

Wilson, Miller, Dixon, 
Wessler and May plan to 
keep opposing offenses 
under control.

They may have to, con-
sidering the inexperience 
behind them.

With the departure of 
standout linebacker Tyler 
Stevens, believed to be 
Northwest’s career tack-
ling leader, the Rangers 
are stacked with plenty 
of potential but from a 
sea of youth. Savakinus 
and Biller are the veter-
ans of the linebacking 
corps, and they’ll be 

flanked by freshmen Huf-
ford and Jake Bobersky.

In the defensive back-
field are returning start-
ing safeties Wassel and 
senior JT Brubaker, along 
with senior Mike Craw-
ford. But freshmen Chase 
Burke, Hontz and Hunter 
Gmiter will be counted 
on to make plays.

“I coach the lineback-
ers on defense,” Hazlet 
said. “I met with my kids 
after practice and I had 
six linebackers and they 
were three freshmen and 
three sophomores. Don’t 
even have a junior in the 
group.”

OUTLOOK
Don’t look now, but 

the Rangers appear ready 
to get back on a roll.

If some young kids can 
develop quickly, North-
west may have a chance 
to make its goodbye sea-
son in the WVC a pretty 
good one.

From page 20

Northwest
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will also be part of the 
skill group.

“We’re going to more 
of a spread scheme,” Gil-
sky said.

Wyatt Lopaski will 
be the center, Blaise 
Napierkowski and Dami-
an Concklin will be the 
guards and Logan Hoyt 
and Justin James will be 
the tackles.

Lopaski and Hoyt 
are returning starters. 
James, though, might be 
one of the more intrigu-
ing players in the WVC. 
The first-year player is 
6-foot-3 and 315 pounds 
and has shown tremen-
dous strength in the 
weightroom. Gilskey 
added that Jones is ath-
letic for his size.

“You look at the kids 
that are there,” Gilsky 

said. “We’re bigger than 
last year and we’re stron-
ger than last year.”

ON DEFENSE
The Black Knights 

return six starters to a 
defense which forced a 
turnover in every regular-
season game.

Kaminski is back at 
cornerback, where he 
picked off six passes. 
Spencer will man the 
other corner spot. Matt 
Galasso, who picked off 
a pass in 2018, is back. 
Giovanni Ferrari and 
Marshall Woodrosky will 
also work in the second-
ary.

Danny Kutz will slide 
from outside linebacker 
to inside where he will 
be joined by fellow 
returning starter Scott 
Robbins. Eiden and 
Josiah Thomas will also 
be linebackers.

Hoyt, James, Conck-

lin and Sabaluski will 
flip sides of the line to 
anchor the front wall. 
Chase Cole will rotate in.

“Defense concerns 
me,” Gilsky said, “but we 
have the size up front.”

OUTLOOK
The District 2 Class 

3A playoff field will 
shrink from eight teams 
in 2018 to six this year, 
but the Black Knights 
should easily make the 
postseason. The key is 
grabbing one of the top-
four spots, which will 
lock up a home playoff 
game. They could be a 
contender for the district 
crown if a few things fall 
into place.

Lehman will be tested 
right out of the gates 
with a road game at 
Western Wayne and a 
home contest vs. Lake-
land, two teams they lost 
to last season.

ON DEFENSE 
Running a 4-4 defense, the Trojans 

only lost less than a handful of start-
ers from a year ago. 

Expect returning starters Bobeck, 
Boseman and Ammons to lead the 
pack.

Zack Pelton joins Bobeck at line-
backer, while Chris Shon anchors the 
D-line.

“Our inside linebackers are back so 
we realistically lost three good guys 
on defense,” Bruza said. “But I think 
we’re going to be able to replace them 
with some guys who played a little 
bit last year and stepped up in the 
offseason.”

OUTLOOK 
The Trojans certainly have the lead-

ership with 14 seniors, and the talent 
and experience to take the team to 
the next level this year and beyond.

Playing up at Class 4A for the sec-
ond straight season will also help the 
team remain familiar with opponents.

“You hope your senior leaders 
step up and know what it takes. The 
expectations are laid out (to continue 
the success),” Bruza added. “A lot of 
these guys have been with me for six 
years, coming up from junior high so 
you know we definitely have a pro-
gram at Greater Nanticoke Area, not 
just guys here, guys there. They know 
what the expectations are so I think 
that’s what you really build off.”

If the Trojans can get off to a hot 
start and build momentum, they 
could be headed for a winning regular 

From page 19

Nanticoke

PITTSTON AREA PATRIOTS

PITTSTON AREA
Coach: Nick Barbieri (10-12), 3rd year
Division: WVC 4A
PIAA Class: 4A
Male enrollment: 365
Stadium location: Charley Trippi Stadium, 
high school, Stout Street, Yatesville
Key players lost: Reily Brody, OL/DL; Mike Coe, 
RB/LB; John DeLucca, OL/LB; Ed Galonis, OL; 
Bryan Giambra, WR/DB; Tony Gorey, OL; Alex 
Haas, WR; Seth Johnson, OL/DL; Joey Jones, 
OL; Jordan O’Boyle, RB; Tannon Kraklio, DB; 
Billy Kyttle, DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Mike Nocito 88-of-171, 1,304 yds., 14 
TDs, 9 Ints.
Rushing: Dylan Lukachko 119-564, 4.7 avg., 
5 TDs
Receiving: Bryan Giambra 28-438, 15.6 avg., 
5 TDs
Scoring: Andrew Krawczyk 30 pts.
Kicking: Luchia Carabetta 9 XPM, 9 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 Nanticoke Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 Berwick Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 at Tunkhannock (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Wallenpaupack (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 West Scranton (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Williamsport (6A) 7 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 12 at Scranton Prep (3A) 1:30 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 at Wyoming Area (3A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (4-7)
at Nanticoke Area (6-5) ....................... W 28-21
at Berwick (9-3) ......................................L 38-0
Tunkhannock (3-7)................................. W 20-7
Dallas (11-2) ........................................... L 41-21
at Coughlin (0-10).................................W 25-14
at West Scranton (7-5) ........................... L 41-14
Williamsport (5-6) ................................ L 36-33
Scranton Prep (13-2) .............................L 50-12
at Crestwood (2-8) .................................W 14-7
Wyoming Area (11-1) ...............................L 40-0

D2-4A playoffs
at Berwick (9-3) ......................................L 42-0

By Tom Robinson
For Times Leader

Pittston Area will mix expe-
rienced backs, linebackers and 
receivers with many new faces 
in the line as it seeks a third 
straight District 2 Class 4A 
playoff appearance.

The Patriots have improved 
to 10 wins over the first two 
seasons under Nick Barbieri 
after winning just twice total 
in the two seasons prior to his 
hiring.

To keep that momentum 
going, the Patriots will be 
looking to build a front line 
that allows them to get the 
most out of returning their 
top passer, rusher and scorer.

“Skill-wise, I’m very pleased 
with what we have,” Barbieri 
said. “I think we have a great 
group of skill kids and I think 
we have some depth there as 
well.”

Returning quarterback 
Mike Nocito, leading rusher 
Dylan Lukachko and receiver 
Andrew Krawczyk lead that 
group.

ON OFFENSE 
Stephen Yanchis, a 6-foot-3, 

286-pound sophomore tackle, 
leads the offensive line, which 
Barbieri thinks has the poten-
tial to develop quickly.

“Only having one returning 
starter on the offensive line is 
a concern, but I like the way 

these kids are working,” Bar-
bieri said. “Teagan Reboli is a 
junior who put on probably 20 
pounds from last year.

“Adrian Colon is a kid who 
just started playing football two 
years ago and is really starting 
to learn the game now.”

Reboli is the team’s center.

Colon has some experience 
at guard where Hugh Bentham, 
a senior, is back after making 
some starts last season.

Senior John Galonis is 
expected to join Yanchis as 
the tackles.

The tight end is new – to 
the position – but has experi-
ence on the field.

Alex Anastasi, who started 
at quarterback for Old Forge 
earlier in his high school 
career and ran the offense in 
Pittston Area’s playoff game 
last season, will move to tight 
end for his senior year. He 
took over for Nocito at times 
last season, particularly in 
situations where Barbieri was 
looking for more running from 
the quarterback spot.

“Alex is doing a real good 
job,” Patriots coach Nick 
Barbieri said. “He’ll be on the 
field a lot more there.”

That leaves the quarterback 
position in Nocito’s hands with 
P.J. Pisano providing depth.

Nocito was one of the 
Wyoming Valley Conference’s 

Patriots seek to take the next step
“Skill-wise, I’m very 
pleased with what we have. 
I think we have a great 
group of skill kids and I 
think we have some depth 
there as well.”

Nick Barbieri
Pittston Area coach

Krawczyk Lukachko Nocito Higgins

See PITTSTON AREA | 26
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Times Leader file photo
Quarterback Colby Butczynski returns to lead the Nanticoke offense this season.
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TUNKHANNOCK AREA TIGERS

TUNKHANNOCK
Coach: Mike Marabell (3-7), 2nd year
Division: WVC 4A
PIAA Class: 4A
Male enrollment: 287
Stadium location: High School, off Route 6, 
Tunkhannock
Key players lost: Garrett Hopkins, WR/DB; 
Sergey Montross, LB; Tyler Peterson, OL/DL; 
Matt Ramey, FB/DL; Zach Rogers, TE/DB; 
Zach Ross, K; Jake Stephens, WR/LB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Jack Chilson 105-of-225, 1,447 yds., 
12 TDs, 17 Ints.
Rushing: Garrett Hopkins 84-500, 6.0 avg., 
6 TDs
Receiving: Garrett Hopkins 37-547, 14.8 avg., 
8 TDs
Scoring: Garrett Hopkins 90 pts.
Kicking: Zach Ross 26 XPM, 1 FG, 29 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 at Nanticoke Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 Pittston Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Honesdale (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 at Wyoming Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 Towanda (2A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 12 North Pocono (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Mid Valley (2A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 at Midd-West (4A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (3-7)
at Dallas (11-2) .......................................L 53-21
Nanticoke Area (6-5) .............................L 53-31
at Pittston Area (4-7) .............................. L 20-7
Coughlin (0-10) ..................................... W 21-19
Holy Redeemer (0-10) ...........................W 36-0
at Towanda (4-7) ................................... L 42-32
Crestwood (2-8) ...................................L 35-20
at Wallenpaupack (9-4) ........................... L 47-7
at Mid Valley (1-9) ..................................W 34-0
Midd-West (5-5) .....................................L 31-20

By Dave Rosengrant
For Times Leader

In his first year as head 
coach at Tunkhannock, Mike 
Marabell got a late start with 
the team because he was lead-
ing a Tunkhannock Area team 
to the Little League Softball 
World Series.

Still, he helped the Tigers 
football team have their most 
productive season in eight 
years.

That was just the start of 
what he hopes can be unlim-
ited potential for the team as 
he begins his second season 
at the helm with a full year 
under his belt.

“We try to stay positive. 
It’s a long road ahead,” said 
Marabell, whose team finished 
with three wins a year ago. 
“We haven’t won many games 
in several years so it’s a men-
tality thing. It’s a community 
thing. Everybody’s got to buy 
into it to change it.

“Football is a beast of its 
own. Getting the kids to 
believe in themselves is a 
huge undertaking and we’re 

going in the right direction for 
sure.”

It was the success from 
softball last year that bridged 
into a positive football season. 
This year, he’s counting on 
a stellar wrestling season to 
help improve his team even 
more.

On the team are five district 

champion wrestlers and one 
district runner-up. Included in 
there is senior running back/
linebacker Gavin D’Amato 
who was a state qualifier for 
the Tigers team which also 
finished as district runner-up 
in duals and the individual 
championships.

“You learn to hand fight 

in wrestling with your 
leverages and your 
hands by yourself. You 
take that to the football 
field where everybody 
is doing the same thing 
and you’re going to suc-
ceed,” Marabell said. 
“It’s a perfect marriage 

between wrestling and foot-
ball and I wish every kid did 
both. You’d be phenomenal 
(in both sports) like South-
ern Columbia. We have a lot 
of experience in wrestling 
and football this year. So it’ll 
show on the field.”

Tigers ready to continue upward swing
“We try to stay positive. It’s a long road ahead. We 
haven’t won many games in several years so it’s a 
mentality thing. It’s a community thing. Everybody’s 
got to buy into it to change it.”

Mike Marabell
Tunkhannock head coach

Frisco Sickler D’Amato Walter Seboe

See TIGERS | 29

WILKES-BARRE AREA WOLFPACK

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

Before anyone thinks merg-
ing three programs into one 
will create immediate and 
long-lasting success, a history 
lesson is necessary.

Back in 1991, Scranton 
Central and Scranton Tech 
joined forces to form Scranton. 
It took 12 years for Scranton 
to post a winning record. A 
year later, Freeland, Hazleton 
and West Hazleton merged to 
form Hazleton Area. There was 
initial success — eight wins in 
1992 — but then it was another 
nine years before the program 
produced a winning record.

So as Coughlin, GAR and 
Meyers come together as the 
Wilkes-Barre Area Wolfpack, 
expect speed bumps along the 
way.

“I can say the kids have been 
really great. They’ve been 
working hard,” said coach Ciro 
Cinti, who coached Coughlin 
the past 13 years. “I can’t 
thank the coaches enough 
because a lot of extra stuff has 
been thrown on us. … They’ve 
done more than their share 

getting these kids to practice, 
doing practice plans and doing 
whatever is needed to make 
this process successful.

“To say it’s been easy, I’d be 
lying to you. It’s been hard, 
which when you start it’s 
always difficult. But without 
these coaches, I don’t know 
how I’d be able to do it.”

Cinti also praised the adminis-
trations of the three high schools 
for their support throughout the 

process.

ON OFFENSE
The receiving corps appears 

the strongest position with a 
pair of veteran seniors leading 
the group. Malachi Williams 
caught 28 passes for 465 yards 
and three TDs for GAR last 
season. Rafael McCoy put up 
similar numbers at Coughlin, 
with 24 receptions for 443 
yards and two touchdowns. 
Three others will also see time 
at the position — seniors Cas-
mir Van Buren and Nino Cinti 

and junior Tyere Dobson.
“They will all be in there 

through different sets,” Cinti 
said.

There is good depth at tight 
end with seniors Silas Arm-
strong, juniors Malik Robin-
son and Conor Shedlock and 
sophomore Anthony Nguyen. 
Although there is experience 
here, Robinson was the only 
player among them to catch a 
pass in 2018.

The Wolfpack are in a 
unique situation where they 
return two starting quarter-

backs. Kam Taylor completed 
78-of-168 passes for 1,302 
yards and nine touchdowns for 
GAR, while Talee Swinney was 
50-of-118 for 741 yards and 
four TDs at Meyers.

Center Randall Bendar and 
guard Greg DeLeon bring 
the most experience to a line 
that will feature Ian Bednar 
as a guard and Josh Jones and 
Kareem Jones as tackles. Also 
seeing time in the trenches 
will be senior Kevin Kaskey, 
junior Christian Swinney 

WBA Wolfpack could take time to attack
WILKES-BARRE AREA

Coach: Ciro Centi (71-73) 1st year at WBA, 
14th year overall
Division: WVC 6A-5A
PIAA Class: 6A
Male enrollment: 852
Stadium location: Wilkes-Barre Memorial 
Stadium, Old River Road, Wilkes-Barre
Key players lost: new program
2018 regular-season leaders: new 
program

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 at Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 Scranton (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 Nanticoke (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 Delaware Valley (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 at Hazleton Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Wyo. Valley West (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 at Wallenpaupack (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Williamsport (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 at Berwick (4A) 7 p.m.

“I can say the kids 
have been really 
great. They’ve been 
working hard.” 

Ciro Cinti
WBA coach

N. Taylor Redding Carey McCoy

Brown K. Taylor Swinney Cinti

See WBA | 26
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most effective passers 
last season, hitting 51.5 
percent of his passes for 
1,304 yards and a 14-9 
touchdown-to-intercep-
tion ratio.

Lukachko led the Patri-
ots in rushing with 569 
yards and five touchdowns 
on 129 carries. Junior 
John Symons and sopho-
more Alex Hoban are also 
likely to see some playing 
time with him at tailback.

Franny George, a 
senior who has gotten 
some playing time the 
past two seasons, and 
junior D.J. Darbenzio are 
the options at fullback.

Krawczyk led the team 
in scoring with his six 
touchdowns, all on pass 
receptions, last season. He 
also finished two catches 
and 11 receiving yards out 
of the team lead with 27 
catches for 459 yards.

Senior Brennan Hig-
gins could take the other 
receiver spot. Senior 
Devin Shandra, sopho-

more Gino Triboski and 
even Pisano, when the 
junior is not working at 
quarterback, are others 
who could see action at 
wide receiver.

Junior David Behm 
and sophomore Ryan 
Turrant are other options 
at tight end.

ON DEFENSE 
Higgins led the team 

in tackles last season and 
will again be part of a 
talented secondary.

Lukachko and Krawc-
zyk, who took over there 
late in the season, are back 
at cornerbacks. Senior Zac 
Sulima could also spend 
time at the position.

Anastasi, who has 
some starting experience 
there, is the strong safe-
ty. Junior Bryheem Pat-
terson is another safety.

The linebacking crew 
returns George, who 
occupied a spot most of 
the time, and Symons, 
who moved into the 
lineup after being hurt 
early last season. They 
are likely to be joined by 
Darbenzio and Hoban.

Bentham, Colon and 

Yanchis are the lead-
ing candidates to make 
up the defensive front. 
Junior Chris Reiss is 
also in the mix. Barbieri 
hopes to build additional 
depth from a group of 
sophomores he is looking 
at there.

OUTLOOK 
Pittston Area moved 

a game above .500 three 
times last season, but 
could not stay there, 
finishing 4-7 with the 
quarterfinal playoff loss 
at Berwick.

The Patriots have sev-
eral established players 
to handle the ball and 
Barbieri sees signs that 
those players will get the 
help they need.

“Even though we’re a 
little inexperienced up 
front, those kids will 
mature very quickly for 
us,” he said.

Pittston Area already 
appears to have enough 
back to remain at last 
year’s level. If the line 
does develop quickly, the 
Patriots could move up 
from there.

From page 23

Pittston Area

and freshman Cameron 
Hagenbaugh.

Corey Brown, Richard 
Carey, Javier Gonzalez 
and Noah Taylor will 
share the running back 
duties. Brown is the top 
returning rusher as he 
carried five times for 55 
yards with Meyers last 
season. Taylor did plenty 
of blocking for GAR.

ON DEFENSE
The defense has an 

intriguing mixture of 
players who saw action 
last season. Now comes 
the task of meshing them 

into a cohesive unit.
Taylor and Richard 

Carey (Coughlin) will 
man the inside with 
Corey Brown (Meyers) 
and Aiden Redding 
(Coughlin) on the out-
side. Tyler Woolard will 
see time inside while 
Robinson, Nguyen and 
Kristian Vasquez will sub 
in on the flanks.

Veterans in Armstrong, 
Randall Bednar, Kasey 
and Josh Jones will start 
on the defensive front. 
Xavier Carter and Adriel 
Chamberlain will rotate in.

The secondary has 
experience, but again 
the projected starters 
played in three different 
schemes in 2018. Cinti 
and McCoy will be joined 

by Dobson and Williams. 
Swinney and Van Buren 
are also in the mix.

OUTLOOK 
Unlike the Hazleton 

Area and Scranton merg-
ers, WBA won’t have all 
their players under one 
roof during the school 
day. That will make 
things even more chal-
lenging.

A main goal should 
be working out the bugs 
along the way and lay-
ing a foundation for 
the future. That doesn’t 
mean the Wolfpack won’t 
be competitive, but how 
competitive is anybody’s 
guess. This is truly a rare 
situation.

From page 25

WBA

WILLIAMSPORT MILLIONAIRES

WILLIAMSPORT
Coach: Chuck Crews (41-46), 5th year at 
Williamsport; 9th year overall
Division: WVC 6A-5A
PIAA Class: 6A
Male enrollment: 691
Stadium location: High School, West Fourth 
Street, Williamsport
Key players lost: Colin Esposito, WR/DB; 
Joe Fagnano, QB/DB; Jason Kelly, OL; Tucker 
Kreisher, OL/DL; Blaze McClements, RB/DL; 
Treyson Potts, RB/DB; Isaac Ritter, TE; Marcus 
Simmons, WR/DB
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Joe Fagnano 100-of-171, 1,349 yds., 
12 TDs, 4 Ints.
Rushing: Treyson Potts 70-570, 8.1 avg., 12 
TDs
Receiving: Marcus Simmons 34-501, 14.7 
avg., 5 TDs
Scoring: Treyson Potts 90 pts.
Kicking: Sam Hillman 34 XPM, 2 FGs, 40 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 at Central Mountain (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 Altoona (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 at Berwick (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 Hazleton Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Scranton (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Pittston Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Delaware Valley (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 at Wilkes-Barre Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Wyo. Valley Wes (5A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (5-6)
Central Mountain (1-9) ........................W 62-26
at Altoona (3-7) .......................................L 38-0
Berwick (9-3) ..........................................L 41-17
at Hazleton Area (6-6) .........................W 64-63
at Crestwood (2-8) ..............................W 49-26
Scranton (1-10) .....................................W 27-10
at Pittston Area (4-7) ...........................W 36-33
at Delaware Valley (9-4) ..........................L 41-0
Wallenpaupack (9-4) .............................L 36-17
at Wyo. Valley West (5-5) ...................... L 46-21

District 2/4 Class 6A playoffs
at Hazleton Area (6-6) ........................... L 47-13

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

Williamsport came into the 
2018 season with high expecta-
tions.

The Millionaires exited a bat-
ter bunch as injuries piled up 
and led to an unexpected 5-6 
finish.

Running back Treyson Potts, 
a Division I recruit, played 
barely over four games before 
a knee injury sidelined him for 
the season. He had missed his 
entire junior season as well with 
a knee injury. Quarterback Joe 
Fagnano and two-time All-WVC 
receiver Marcus Simmons had 
their seasons conk out after 
eight games due to injuries.

The trio was part of a very 
talent class that produced two 
Division I players in Potts (Min-
nesota) and Fagnano (Maine) 
and a Division II player in Sim-
mons (West Chester).

Fifth-year coach Coach Chuck 
Crews faces perhaps his biggest 
challenge since his inagural 
season when he inherited a 2-8 
team.

“We could surprise some peo-
ple,” Crews said. “We are not 

devoid of athletic 
talent.”

In fact, Crews 
believes this 
team has more 
overall athletic 
talent than last 
year’s, but 
doesn’t have 

those elite athletes like Potts, 
Fagnano and Simmons.

ON OFFENSE
If there was any consolation 

in Fagnano getting hurt it was 
freshman Dallas Griess get-
ting to start a few games. He’ll 
be behind center once again. 
Griess completed 15-of-27 pass-
es for 169 yards and two touch-
downs with three interceptions. 
He also ran for 117 yards and 
three scores.

Potts’ consecutive knee inju-
ries robbed Wyoming Valley 
Conference fans the chance of 
seeing one of the most dynamic 
breakaway threats in conference 
history. He missed Week 2 and 
went down Week 6 after two 
carries vs. Scranton. Yet, he 
led the team in rushing. Also 
graduated is his understudy 
Blaze McClements, who was 

the team’s third-leading rusher.
Two likely candidates for 

the running chores are senior 
Drake Mankey and sophomore 
Keith Freeman. Mankey rushed 
for 72 yards on 10 carries last 
season. Freeman rushed 12 
times for 35 yards.

Tight end Nasir Jones had 
a breakout season with 23 
catches — a number that led 
all WVC tight ends — for 
276 yards. Brock Moyer and 
Braedon Mazzante made some 
catches last season as wide 
receiver, although Mazzante 
has been injured. Moyer had 11 
for 136 yards, while Mazzante 
had six for 70 yards.

Beau Smith is the most expe-
rienced lineman on the roster. 
Ethan Williamson started the 
season opener, but suffered a 
season-ending injury early in 
the game.

ON DEFENSE
The defense was a sore spot 

once again last season as it sur-
rendered 33 or more points in 
eight of 11 games, including 63 
to Hazleton Area. Oddly, Wil-
liamsport defeated Hazleton 
Area 64-63, demonstrating how 

powerful the offense was went 
everyone was on the field.

The secondary will likely 
feature Freeman, Griess and 
Moyer. Freeman was second on 
the team with 57 tackles. Griess 
and Moyer each intercepted 
two passes.

Jones returns to the defen-
sive line where he registered 
52 tackles, a team-high seven 
sacks and a team-leading 19 
tackles for loss a year ago. Ian 
Welshans is also back on the 
line after a solid junior year.

Mankey was one of the team’s 
top tacklers from his linebacker 
spot in 2018. Linbacker Aky-
eem Cowen-Connolly saw 
action in nine games.

OUTLOOK 
Williamsport can’t dwell on 

what could have been. The Mil-
lionaires have too much work 
to do to secure a spot in the 
District 2/4 Class 6A playoffs. If 
things fall into place, they could 
be playing come Week 11.

Still, this is a very young 
team with limited experience.

“It’s not all bad,” Crews said, 
“if they have a switch some-
where and can flip it.”

Williamsport has some rebuilding to do

Crews

Times Leader file photo
Mike Nicito returns to quarterback Pittston Area.
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WYOMING AREA WARRIORS
WYOMING AREA

Coach: Randy Spencer (60-50) 11th year
Division: WVC 3A-A
PIAA Class: 3A
Male enrollment: 270
Stadium location: Anthony “Jake” Sobeski 
Stadium, Boston Ave., off Route 11, West 
Pittston
Key players lost: Mike Amato, OL/DL; Jake 
Busch, WR/DB; Cameron Carr, OL/DL; Dimitri 
DePietro, WR/LB; James Gashi, OL/DL; Aleah 
Kranson, K; Jacob Mikolaiczyk, TE/DL; Jason 
Polit-Moran, OL/DL; Stephen Sokach-Minnick, 
OL/DL; Pat Neslon OL; Anthony Scalzo, DL; 
Matt Wycoski, OL/DL
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Dominic DeLuca 44-of-91, 808 yds., 
14 TDs, 4 Ints.
Rushing: Corey Mruk 130-1,039, 8.0 avg., 
18 TDs
Receiving: Brian Williams 21-403, 19.2 avg., 
7 TDs
Scoring: Corey Mruk 116 pts.
Kicking: Aleah Kranson 37 XPM, 1 FG, 40 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 Mid Valley (2A) 7 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 31 at Scranton Prep (3A) 1:30 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 at Northwest (A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Nanticoke Area (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Tunkhannock (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Lake-Lehman (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 at Dunmore (2A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Holy Redeemer (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Hanover Area (3A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 Pittston Area (4A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (11-1)
at Mid Valley (1-9) .................................. W 48-7
Coughlin (0-10) .....................................W 42-14
Northwest (4-6) .....................................W 55-0
Nanticoke Area (6-5) ............................. W 35-7
at GAR (1-10) ...........................................W 41-7
at Lake-Lehman (6-5)............................ W 29-7
Meyers (7-4)...........................................W 45-6
at Holy Redeemer (0-10) ....................... W 43-7
Hanover Area (3-8) ................................ W 56-7
at Pittston Area (4-7) ............................ W 40-0

District 2 Class 4A playoffs
Hanover Area (3-8) ................................W 44-0
Lakeland (9-4) ........................................L 21-14

Expectations are high for Warriors
By Tom Robinson
For Times Leader

Wyoming Area returns its 
leaders, but also many of the 
other contributors that helped 
the team win its first 11 games 
last season before falling in the 
District 2 Class 3A semifinals.

With all the experience 
coming back, the Warriors 
will look to both repeat their 
regular-season success and 
try to add to the postseason 
accomplishments.

“Performing at that high 
level was something we were 
able to do in so many games 
last season,” Warriors coach 
Randy Spencer said. “Now, it’s 
a matter of doing it in the big 
games.”

Wyoming Area will pursue 
that goal with the team’s 2018 
leaders in rushing, passing, 
receiving, scoring, intercep-
tions and return yards.

Dominic DeLuca led in 
passing and interceptions. 
Corey Mruk led in rushing 
and scoring. Brian Williams 
was the top receiver and Leo 
Haros the top return man.

“The hope is that they bring 

confidence from what we were 
able to accomplish last year 
into this season, but also that 
the necessity of focus and not 
committing any self-inflicting 
wounds,” said Spencer, point-
ing to the turnovers, penalties 
and big pass plays yielded that 
led to the upset loss to Lake-
land, “minimizing those plays 

in terms of execution in big 
games.”

The Warriors showed they 
were a deep team last year, 
both in replacing starters 
along the way because of inju-
ry and in getting strong efforts 
from reserves they turned to 
while in control of games.

ON OFFENSE
The Warriors return their 

top five and seven of the eight 
rushers who produced more 
than 100 yards last season.

Mruk was a 1,000-yard 
rusher who ran for 12 touch-
downs in the final four games 
of the regular season before 

“Performing at that high level was something we 
were able to do in so many games last season. Now, 
it’s a matter of doing it in the big games.”

Randy Spencer
Wyoming Area coach

Mruk DeLuca Solomon Williams Ambrosino Rodney Braccini
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getting hurt in the play-
off opener.

DeLuca produced 27 
touchdowns and more 
than 1,300 yards com-
bined rushing and pass-
ing.

Haros was the third-
leading rusher as a fresh-
man. Vincenzo Giambra, 
Darren Rodney, Nick 
Elko and Zajquay Wil-
liamson also return.

Haros, Rodney, Giam-
bra and Williamson all 
provide a change of pace 
at tailback for the work-
horse Mruk, who ran 
24 times for 153 yards 

in the first half alone 
against Pittston Area.

The extra tailbacks 
and backup quarterback 
Jacob Williams will also 
help supplement the 
receiving corps.

Brian Williams is back 
at one wide receiver 
with Riley Rusyn work-
ing at the other spot. 
Rocco Pizano and Adam 
Zymund could also be 
part of that rotation.

Elko, Samuel Solomon, 
Dillon Williams, F.J. 
Braccini and Colby Gashi 
all got some work at full-
back last season.

Derek Ambrosino is 
back at tight end where 
Caleb Graham also has 
experience.

There will be some new 
faces in the offensive line.

Bryce Hinkle returns 
at center. Dante Bovani, 
Nasir Condry and Shawn 
Kostak are likely starters 
at guards and tackles with 
Tom Wycoski, Jayden 
Rusyn, Vincent Bowers 
and Ryan Gilpin among 
the other candidates.

ON DEFENSE 
The Warriors did 

graduate one statistical 
leader – Cameron Carr, 
an end who led the team 
in tackles and tackles for 
losses.

They do, however, 
return 17 of the 23 play-
ers who reached double 
figures in tackles, includ-

From page 28
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ON OFFENSE
In addition to D’Amato 

on the offensive side of 
the ball is junior quar-
terback Jack Chilson, 
who started last year 
as a sophomore. Senior 
receiver Jake Frisco is a 
three-year starter, while 
junior Jhamal Zacharias 
might be the biggest 
tight end and receiver in 
the league at 5-foot-11, 
277 pounds.

Zacharias, a district 
champion in wrestling, is 
also being called upon to 
be a leader on the team 
alongside Frisco, Chilson 
and D’Amato.

“He’s a big, strong kid. 
He brings a little tough-
ness that we lacked in 
years,” Marabell said 
about Zacharias. “He’s 
that kid that could really 
put the wind down to 
you. He’s going to step 
into a leadership role, 
which we need. We need 
that one kid that kids can 
rally around and he’s the 

one.”

ON DEFENSE 
Zacharias is expected 

to line up on the end of 
the defensive line, while 
D’Amato will be in the 
middle at linebacker to 
pace the defense. Senior 
Alex Dailey will also man 
the line, with Alec Seboe 
joining the linebacking 
crew next to D’Amato. 
Junior Riley Jones will 
be counted on to lead the 
secondary.

Outside of the men up 
front, there isn’t much 
size on the unit, so Mara-
bell will be counting on 
the athleticism of the 
group to make the big 
plays.

“We’re not huge. We’re 
going to be more ath-
letic. I have kids who are 
going to be physical,” the 
coach said. “I don’t have 
big kids, but I have ath-
letic kids that fly to the 
football.

”We didn’t have that 
last year. We struggled 
on defense last year. I 
have kids who are just 
flying around wanting to 
hit something, which is 

great.”

OUTLOOK 
There is plenty of 

optimism in Tigers camp 
this season as for good 
reason because the team 
showed promise for 
the first time in several 
years.

Not only does 
Tunkhannock have 
potential to break into 
the win column more 
often this season by 
creeping towards the 
.500 mark, but the future 
looks bright as well as 
only about a half dozen 
seniors will see signifi-
cant playing time.

“We have a lot of 
sophomores and juniors 
starting and two fresh-
men that are going to 
be playing an awful lot,” 
Marabell said. “So this 
year, we’re going to get 
better and learn how to 
win. Next year, we’re 
going to keep everything 
going with the quality 
and the work ethic that I 
instilled and you’re going 
start seeing us getting 
around the corner a little 
better.”

From page 24
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ing linebackers Mruk 
and Braccini, who tied 
for second on the team, 
along with Ambrosino, 
DeLuca and Bovani, who 
followed them.

Bovani and Solomon, 
a standout at Wyoming 
Valley West as a sopho-
more before transferring 
and missing most of last 
season with a leg injury, 
lead the group of interior 
linemen.

Elko, Wycoski, Kostak 
and Jayden Rusyn add 
to the options at tackle 
and could add size to 
the nose guard position 
when Spencer chooses to 
go away from the quick 
combo of Enzo Scotto-
Diluzio and Gashi.

Ambrosino, Dillon Wil-
liams and Graham will 
combine to take care of 
the end positions. Quadre 
Sessoms and Jerrel Che-
palonis provide depth.

Mruk, Braccini are 

back at linebacker where 
Charlie Banashefski’s 
return from injury adds 
to the strength at the 
position. Condry and 
Drew Mruk, Corey’s 
freshman brother who 
may also earn time in the 
offensive backfield, are 
also in the mix.

DeLuca, Rodney, 
Haros, Williamson and 
Jacob Williams give the 
Warriors an experienced 
secondary.

Riley Rusyn and Brian 
Williams add to the 
options when Spencer 
looks to use an extra 
defensive back or two.

OUTLOOK
The Warriors got a 

lot of playing time for a 
large amount of players, 
particularly for a Class 
3A school, last season.

Most are back.
“Hopefully, we’ll have 

that same type of capa-

bility to create playable 
depth without the sub-
stantial, significant inju-
ries,” Spencer said.

The Warriors domi-
nated most of their 
opponents last season, 
with the closest of the 11 
wins coming 29-7 over 
Lake-Lehman. A beefed-
up schedule could benefit 
a team that scored 35 or 
more points 10 times.

Wyoming Area has 
added District 2 Class 3A 
and 2A champions Scran-
ton Prep and Dunmore.

“Those types of games 
are going to better pre-
pare us for what we are 
going to see in the post-
season,” Spencer said.

Unless the offensive line 
becomes an issue, there 
was not much else missing 
from the equation for a 
team that for the second 
straight year enters the 
season surrounded by 
high expectations.

271 N. Sherman St. 
Wilkes-Barre, PA  18702

(570) 823-2100
www.falzonestowing.com

Towing, Truck and Trailer Repair,
Tire Service, Accident Clean Up, Heavy Haul, 

Trailers and Lowboys

80937281

GOOD LUCK 
HOLY REDEEMER!
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A Family Tradition Since 1972

Best Wishes for a Great 2019 
Football Season!
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WYOMING VALLEY WEST SPARTANS
WYOMING VALLEY WEST

Coach: Jack Baranski (0-0) 1st year
Division: WVC 6A-5A
PIAA Class: 5A
Male enrollment: 421
Stadium location: Spartan Stadium, Pierce 
Street and Gates Avenue, Kingston
Key players lost: Nate Baranski, TE/DB; 
Quaid Braddy, RB/LB; Dylan Brown, OL; 
Carson Canavan, RB/LB; Elijah Croop, DL; 
Seth Decker, DL; Harunah Jallow, TE/DL; 
Connor Mikovitch, OL/DL; Jake Shusta, QB/
LB; Adam Sivak, K; Jayden Watkins, LB; Dave 
Wildey, OL/DL
2018 regular-season leaders
Passing: Jake Shusta 85-of-146, 980 yds., 9 
TDs, 6 Ints.
Rushing: Carson Canavan 172-1,265, 7.4 avg., 
12 TDs
Receiving: Nah-Syr Garner 31-305, 9.8 avg., 
2 TDs
Scoring: Carson Canavan 84 pts.
Kicking: Adam Sivak 29 XPM, 3 FGs, 38 pts.

Schedule
Fri., Aug. 23 at Scranton (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 30 Hazleton Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 at Crestwood (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Berwick (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Dallas (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Wallenpaupack (5A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Wilkes-Barre Area (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Abington Heights (4A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 18 Delaware Valley (6A) 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 25 at Williamsport (6A) 7 p.m.

2018 Results (5-5)
Scranton (1-10) .....................................W 24-13
at Hazleton Area (6-6) ......................... W 21-20
Crestwood (2-8) ................................... W 41-17
Berwick (9-3) ........................................L 40-24
at Dallas (11-2) ........................................ L 42-6
Wallenpaupack (9-4) ............................L 34-28
at Coughlin (0-10).................................W 28-14
at Abington Heights (2-9) .....................L 35-21
at Delaware Valley (9-4) ..........................L 45-7
Williamsport (5-6) ............................... W 46-21

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

Jack Baranski expected 
to be an assistant coach this 
season. Everything changed 
in June.

Long-time head coach Pat 
Keating was reassigned from 
the high school to an elemen-
tary school, making a return 
to the sidelines unfeasible.

Baranski, who had been 
an assistant since 2000, was 
asked to take over the pro-
gram.

“What made it easy was the 
amount of continuity we keep 
on the staff,” Baranski said. 
“It’s documented that coach 
Keating is gone, but the entire 
rest of the staff is here.

“What also made this tran-
sition easier is the amount 
of senior leadership in this 
weightroom.”

Now the goal is to get the 
Spartans back into the district 
playoffs after missing it for the 
first time in five years. The 
program hasn’t had a losing 
record since going 1-8-1 in 
1994, but last year’s 5-5 finish 
certainly wasn’t pleasant.

ON OFFENSE
Unlike the past, the Spar-

tans probably won’t have a 
1,000-yard rusher this season. 
That’s by design.

“I see us sharing the ball at 
the running back position,” 
Baranski said. “We don’t have 
a bellcow or a Sean Judge who 
would touch the ball 25 times. 
These guys are going to split 
carries and they all have their 
strengths.”

Those guys are Darius 
Redguard, Zack McDan-
iels and Brendan Woods. 
Redguard rushed 46 times for 
283 yards and four TDs last 
season. McDaniels gained 
112 yards while Woods had 
three carries. McDaniels and 

Woods, though, are three-
year starters who made their 
names on the other side of the 
ball.

Dontae Rhodes will be the 
new quarterback. Although he 
threw just one pass last sea-
son, he saw action as a receiv-
er so the varsity experience 
is there. So is some top-notch 
athleticism, which Baranski 
believes will make him a dual 
threat.

Rhodes will be throwing 
to a pair of veteran receiv-
ers in Nah-Syr Garner and 
Dylan Nastanski. Garner led 
the team with 31 receptions 
for 305 yards and two TDs. 
Nastanski grabbed 19 passes 
for 271 yards and three scores. 

Jerimiah Williams, Tyler Wei-
dman, Connor Olisewski and 
Coughlin transfer Salem Diop 
will also see action. The tight 
ends will be Jonathan Stochla 
and Jordan Evans.

The Spartans are set at 
three positions on the line. 
Brandon Tirado is back at 
center. Don Messersmith and 
Nate Mooney return as tack-
les. Tirado and Messersmith 
are both 300 pounders, while 
Mooney is 270. The three can-
didates in camp for the two 
guard spots were Noah Ander-
scavage, Mark Raskiewicz and 
Aiden Golightly.

Spartans under new leadership
“What made it easy was the amount of continuity 
we keep on the staff. It’s documented that coach 
Keating is gone, but the entire rest of the staff is 
here. What also made this transition easier is the 
amount of senior leadership in this weightroom.”

Jack Baranski
WVW coach
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ON DEFENSE
A bulk of the defense 

returns.
The secondary is 

a strength with cor-
nerbacks Garner and 
Williams and safety 
Nastanski all returning 
starters. Garner had five 
interceptions last season. 
Dominic Barofski and 
Josh Kennedy will also 
see time there.

Woods and McDaniels 
are back as linebackers. 
Woods made 100 stops 
and picked off two passes 
last season as an inside 
backer. McDaniels had 
52 tackles and an inter-
ception on the outside.

Other inside lineback-
ing candidates are Ander-
scavage, Josh Koval, Aziz 
Martin and freshman 

Landon Dietterick.
“When you look at 

that position, Brendan 
Woods has been a starter 
for years,” Baranski said. 
“I’m trying to find the 
other guy. It could be 
situational. … It could 
be a rotation there until 
somebody says, ‘This is 
my spot.’”

The competition for 
the other outside line-
backer spot was between 
Redguard, Jonathan 
Chell and Zack Tomas-
cik.

Stochla had a strong 
sophomore year at 
defensive end with 82 
tackles and a team-high 
16 tackles for loss. Evans 
will man the other end 
spot. There is plenty of 
depth at D-tackle with 
Tirado, Messersmith and 
Mooney joined by Ja’Mir 
Murphy and Elijah 
Kropp. Ideally, Baranski 
said, Murphy and Kropp 

develop enough to keep 
the other three fresh for 
offense.

OUTLOOK
After starting the 

2018 season 3-0, Val-
ley West managed just 
two more wins — one 
against winless Coughlin 
and another against an 
injury-ravaged William-
sport squad. The 5-5 
record left the Spartans 
sitting home Week 11 for 
the first time since 2005 
as they declined a spot in 
the Eastern Conference 
playoffs.

If the defense can hold 
the fort early on until 
the offense clicks, then 
the Spartans could find 
a spot in the District 
2/11 Class 5A playoffs. 
Consecutive games Week 
4 at Berwick and Week 
5 against Dallas will tell 
how far the team has 
progressed in the early 
games.

From page 30
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DISTRICT 2/4 CLASS 6A
Semifinals
Delaware Valley 26, Scranton 0
Hazleton Area 47, Williamsport 13
Championship
Delaware Valley 35, Hazleton Area 14

DISTRICT 2/11 CLASS 5A
Semifinals
East Stroud. South 32, Pocono Mtn. East 15
Wallenpaupack 28, Southern Lehigh 10
Championship
Wallenpaupack 29, East Stroud. South 7

DISTRICT 2 CLASS 4A
Quarterfinals
Valley View 44, Abington Heights 13
West Scranton 31, North Pocono 27
Berwick 42, Pittston Area 0
Dallas 23, Honesdale 16
Semifinals
Valley View 61, West Scranton 12
Dallas 3, Berwick 0 OT
Championship
Valley View 49, Dallas 14

DISTRICT 2 CLASS 3A
Quarterfinals
Western Wayne 50, Meyers 6
Lakeland 6, Lake-Lehman 3 OT
Wyoming Area 44, Hanover Area 0
Scranton Prep 42, GAR 7
Semifinals
Scranton Prep 28, Western Wayne 0
Lakeland 21, Wyoming Area 14
Championship
Scranton Prep 47, Lakeland 19

DISTRICT 2 CLASS 2A
Semifinals
Dunmore 55, Carbondale 8
Susquehanna 34, Riverside 0
Championship
Dunmore 60, Susquehanna 19

DISTRICT 2/1 CLASS A
District 2 Championship
Lackawanna Trail 29, Old Forge 12
District 1 Championship
Bristol 31, Jenkintown 0
D2/1 Subregional Championship
Lackawanna Trail 45, Bristol 7

2018 DISTRICT FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS



80936690

E32

Th
ur

sd
ay

, A
ug

us
t 2

2,
 2

01
9

32
H

IG
H

 S
CH

O
O

L 
FO

OT
BA

LL
 2

01
9


