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Your Dream Kitchen For Your Dream Home Starts Here...
• FREE
  Delivery

• FREE
   Layaway

• Professional 
   Installation

639 Wyoming Ave., Kingston • 287-9631
1313 Wyoming Ave., Exeter • 655-8801

Shop 24/7 at www.voitektv.com
80938946
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Distinctive
PROPERTIES

Imagine your life in this breathtaking custom built Estate situated perfectly on a sprawling, meticulously manicured lawn on 48.7 acres. A peaceful, tree-lined street 
in Dennison Township guides you to a private driveway lined with greenery and stone. Private entry gate provides extra security for total privacy. The stamped concrete 
walkway located across from a detached four car garage, gives way to a massive wood and stone front entrance.

Stepping into the home, you are embraced with warm oak wood running throughout this rustic yet modern accent, set against an expansive and airy floor plan. The Great 
Room boasts vaulted oak ceilings, a massive stone fireplace, and floor to ceiling windows that flood the space with natural light and views of nature. The Dining Room and 
Kitchen flow to the open floor plan which makes the space ideal for hosting friends and loved ones. The spacious Kitchen is outfitted with high-end Miele appliances, a 
propane gourmet gas stove, high-end granite countertops, and built in televisions. An adjacent breakfast nook and Florida Room with a large stone fireplace and skylights 
create more space for dining, gathering or lounging.

The Master Suite is located on the first floor and showcases oak trimmed walls and flooring, recessed lighting, and a multi-layered ceiling. Huge Master Bedroom closets 
with stylish built-ins are as aesthetically pleasing as they are functional. The show stopping Master Bath is decorated with rich, warm wood tones, luxury lighting, and 
more windows letting the outside in. There is radiant heat on bathroom flooring and features a double his and hers separate vanity, a six jet Jacuzzi style soaking tub and a 
massive walk in shower, completely tiled with seating and multiple shower heads.

The home has a total of five generous Bedrooms and six Baths. Bathroom floors all have radiant heating. There is a finished walk-out lower level with oak hardwood 
flooring, propane gas fireplace, and a granite top wet bar with custom built-ins and bar seating for entertaining all your family and special guests.

The windows throughout the home are Paradigm windows with a lifetime guarantee/warranty.
The location is serene and private, yet easily accessible to Hazleton or Wilkes Barre, and minutes from outdoor amenities such as bike trails, state parks, and whitewater 

rafting.
You don’t want to miss out on this home of distinction and supreme craftsmanship.

570.474.6307 | 570.715.7739

Distinctive Style....Ultimate Class

Call listing agent, Ben Piccillo with Century 21 Smith Hourigan Group, for 
more information on this home or to schedule your private showing.

See our ad inside Distinctive Properties
80938740
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Tips For A Quick Sale
Speed is the name of the game 

when trying to sell your 
home. That’s because you likely 
have another home you’re ready 
to move into and want to avoid 
the situation of paying for two 
mortgages. 

The top factor in how quickly your 
home sells is price. Depend on your lo-
cal real estate agent to understand the 
market where you live and the appro-
priate pricing strategy for your goals. If 
your aim is to get your home sold quick-
ly, then being aggressive with your first 
price is key. If you have a little leeway, 
you may be able to price your home 
higher and hope for the right buyer to 
come along. 

Whatever your strategy, find a local 
real estate professional who can help 
you set, monitor and change your goals 
if needed. 

Find the Right Agent 
Equally as important as landing on 

the right price is securing the right local 
real estate agent. You’re looking for a 
few things here, including: 
•	 Proven track record with a history 

of selling homes fast. 
•	 Strong understanding of the local 

market. 
•	 Great reviews from past buyers and 

sellers in their customer base. 
•	 Quality customer service and posi-

tive attitude. 
Your local real estate agent should 

have a buyer’s eye with a strong under-
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standing of what is going to help your 
home sell fast. Ask for specific recom-
mendations that go beyond a fresh coat 
of paint and a neatly kept yard. Hold 
your real estate agent accountable if 
you’re not happy with his or her service. 
Remember, you’re paying them a com-
mission, so your satisfaction should be 
of the utmost importance to them. 

Timing is Key 
Spring and summer are typically the 

best times to sell your home. Nice weath-
er makes for pleasant showings and 

families on the move are looking to settle 
in before the school year starts. Work 
with your local real estate agent to decide 
when the best time to put your house on 
the market is where you live. Use this 
timeframe as a target date to have your 
home ready for the market. 

This includes de-cluttering your home 
and preparing it for showings. Your real 
estate agent should be able to help you 
stage rooms correctly to give your home 
an edge on others in your neighborhood.

A Good Time To Buy or Sell
If you dive into some of the 

most robust reports in the real 
estate industry, you’ll find that 
now is a very favorable time to 
sell your home. 

The latest consumer findings from a 
National Association of Realtors survey 
revealed that 46% of people considered 
the middle of 2019 an optimal time to 
sell a home, up from prior surveys. The 
boost can be attributed to the slowdown 
of appreciation and a solid economy. 

An increased number of Americans 
also think that now is a good time to 
buy a home, and of those respondents, 
38% answered that they strongly believe 
that notion, and 27% said they moder-
ately believe the present is a good time 
to buy, according to the NAR. 

Consumer Attitudes 
Respondents to the 2019 NAR survey 

were also asked to share their thoughts 
on future home prices in their neighbor-
hoods. Forty-three percent said they 
believe prices will remain the same in 
their communities over the next six 
months, while 49% said they expect to 
see a price increase in their communi-
ties over the next six months.

Among those surveyed who do not 
own a home, 27% said they believe it 
would be very difficult to qualify for a 
mortgage due to their financial state. 
Thirty percent said it would be some-
what difficult to qualify.

How to Find the Right Time
Knowing the right time to buy a house 

is a key factor in finding the perfect fit 
for you and your family. Data shows 
that U.S. home prices cost about 8.4% 
less in the first two months of the year 
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than they do in July and August, ac-
cording to the NAR. 

Consider Interest Rates
In the past few years, the Federal Re-

serve has sustained a policy of raising 
interest rates to keep inflation low and the 
economy stable. In early 2019, 30-year 
fixed mortgage interest rates rose to be-
tween 4.5 and 5%, depending on the lend-

ing institution. Interest rates were much 
lower in 2017, when home buyers could 
secure a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage for 
less than 4%.

This change may seem slight, but every 
interest percentage point can make a big 
difference on total interest paid over the 
life of your mortgage.
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SHAVERTOWN
Woodridge I.  
Impressive 2 story 
traditional set on 2 
acre lot.  Great floor 
plan w/front and back 
staircase.  FR with 
fireplace and build-
ins.  4 or 5 bedrooms.  
Bright eat-in kitchen 
w/large center island.  
Screen in porch. Walk 
out basement.
MLS# 19-3485  

GERI 570-696-0888
$389,000

DALLAS Sprawling, six bedroom, six bath 
home on beautiful 2 acre lot features 5500 sq 
ft. of wonderful living space. Spacious formal 
& informal rooms - Bright kitchen has great 
workspace, good storage & inviting dining 
area - Family room features a stunning bar & 
built-ins and offers access to large bluestone 
patio, heated salt water pool and surrounding 
perennial gardens and lush lawn - See Tour!
MLS# 19-5067 
MARGY 570-696-0891                    $450,000

PITTSTON TWP Welcome home to the 
Showstopper On The Hill! The beautiful columns and 
stately exterior lead you into the grand 2-story foyer 
and great room with gas FP and spectacular views! 
Large, modern KIT, great for entertaining, MBR 
w/tray ceiling is the perfect retreat. LL is partially 
finished with an in-law suite and plenty of room for 
storage. From there, walk out at grade level to your 
backyard oasis with a heated in-ground pool and 
lush landscaping. Gas Heat, Central A/C, and 3-car 
attached garage are also key features! MLS# 19-3517
CARMEN 570-714-9250                        $564,900

SHAVERTOWN This stately brick 
home on 3 lush acres in Bulford 
farms with guest house, pool, 4 car 
garage and public  sewer has under 
gone a custom renovation presenting 
beautiful design and wonderful 
open spaces. The new rich wood 
floors flow throughout the first 
and second floor. A fabulous high 
end chef’s kitchen with waterfall 
island, stainless viking and sub zero 
appliances  and a wall of window 

overlooks the stone patio, pool and rear acreage taking in the sunset view. The generous kitchen eating area 
flows to the family room with a stone fireplace and beautiful builtins. The  sun room, office, living room, 
dining room, 2 baths, laundry and locker room offer wonderful space. 5 bedrooms and 5 newly constructed 
full baths are all architecturally pleasing. The LL also offers recreation/movie and exercise rooms. A separate 
guest house with its own new modern kitchen and baths complete this exceptional property. Enjoy the new 
beautify of this home and the old world charm of mature trees and flat expansive grounds.
MLS# 19-3533  VIRGINIA 570-714-9253 or JILL HISCOX 570-696-0875         $1,250,000

HAZLETON 2-Story, 
4BR, 3.1BA house 
in resort community. 
Light filled, open 
floor plan, cathedral 
ceilings, KIT w/
franite & stainless 
appliances, HW floors, 
2FP, finished walk out 
basement, 1st fl MBR 
and more! Call today 
for appointment!
MLS# 19-2334  

LINDA GAVIO 
570715-9316

$349,900

CONYNGHAM Stunning 5BR, 3.5BA 
custom built 2-story w/every upgrde, 3 car 
garage, propane heat & A/C. This is living!
MLS# 19-3289 
ANITA 570-501-7583 
JOYCE 570-501-7589                      $450,000

MOUNTAINTOP This is a must see! Fabulous 
floor plan with hard woods throughout. Upgrades 
galore from top to bottom of this home. Beautiful 
grounds with Basketball Court in rear yard. 
Plenty of space for a pool on this 2.77 acre lot. 
A Mike Kester ‘’Green Home’’ in Beautiful Ice 
Lakes Development. Very energy efficient with 
triple pane windows, radiant heat on both levels, 
Space pak high pressure AC and on demand hot 
water heater. MLS#19-3874 
DARLENE 570-499-0021                     $545,000

M O O S I C 
Beautiful Ranch 
on wonderful, 
private lot. This 
is your home. 
Fabulous open 
floor plan, private 
MBR suite, crown 
molding, HW 
floors and much 
more. Potential 
buyers must be pre-
qualified.
MLS# 19-3970  
PEG
570-714-9247

$799,000

MOUNTAINTOP 
NEW 

CONSTRUCTION- 
PALONIA ESTATES

2644SF home features 
HW throughout 1st 
floor, DR, FR w/
gas FP, large KIT w/
island, 2 full BAs, 
1/2BA, 4BRs, 2nd 
floor laundry. 2 car 
garage, gas heat, C/A 
on corner. To be started 
in Fall 2019.
MLS# 19-3410  
MATT 570-714-9229

$389,900

KINGSTON Very elegant, all brick, 2-Story. 
Ultra modern KIT w/slate floor, center island. 
Heated, in-ground pool with outdoor kitchen 
and patio. MLS# 19-4342 
SALLY 570-714-9233                         $429,000

SHAVERTOWN Custom, 4 
bedroom, 4 bath home in serene, 
2.5 acre park like setting features 
wonderful floor plan, vaulted 
ceilings, spacious rooms with 
large windows and stunning, 
modern kitchen with large 
dining area. The 1st floor Master 
bedroom suite includes a luxury, 
spa inspired bath with fireplace 
and rain shower. The space 
opens to a secluded, covered 
patio and hot tub - See tour.
MLS# 19-3862 
DAVID FRITZ 570-696-0889 
MARGY 570-696-0891

$525,000

SHAVERTOWN Prestige home in premier 
location. Panoramic views from expansive 
windows on multiple levels. This all brick home 
sits on 3.2 acres & offers 5BR, 6BA, 3FP. LL 
exercise room or 6th BR walks-out to custom built 
in-ground pool w/mature landscaping.
MLS# 19-180 
RHEA 570-696-6677 or GERI 570-696-0888

             $725,000

KINGSTON This spacious, 
contemporary in convenient 
Green Acres, features 
dramatic 2-Story marble 
foyer, inviting LR w/FP, FR 
w/white oak floors & built-
ins, bright eat-in KIT. BR’s 
are large, plenty of closets. 
3 season porch opens to 
expansive, beautifully 
landsaped yard. LL rec 
room, 2 car garage. Call 
today for your personal tour! 
MLS# 19-2311  

DEB 570-714-9251 
or MARGY 570-696-0891 

$325,000

MOUNTAINTOP Stunning Custom built 
home located in Greystone Manor. Features 
open floor plan with HW on first floor and 
upstairs hallway, granite countertops, tile baths, 
gas fireplace w/stone surround, composite 
rear deck, wrap around front porch, 2nd floor 
laundry room, lots of storage throughout.
MLS# 19-3852  
EVELYN 570-715-9336                    $429,900

SHAVERTOWN All 

brick 2-Story on 2.9 

acres. A very private 

setting with an in-

ground pool. 4BR, 

6BA, LL walk-out 

to pool & yard. 3 car 

garage.

MLS# 19-3860  

SALLY 570-714-9233

$499,900

BEAR CREEK This tremendous home sits 
on 2 beautifully landscaped acres and features 
the scenic Bear Creek bordering the rear of the 
property. With hardwood throughout, a first floor 
master suite, a private office, gourmet kitchen, 2 
story family room, custom shades and a Generac 
generator. The home has 400 series Anderson 
Windows, a composite deck, an air exchange 
system and an air purifier. IT’S A DREAM! 
MLS# 19-1861  
JOAN 570-696-0887                               $600,000
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Financing Options
Looking around for financing 

options when it comes to your 
home loan? This process has 
been made easier over the years 
with new technology-based 
platforms that let you check 
your credit and analyze your 
financial wherewithal. 

The most dependable way of checking 
what financing options you may have 
is working with your local lender. They 
will be able to customize a plan for you 
based on your income, down payment 
and credit score. They are also available 
on a local level to handle any questions 
while you go through their process. Set 
a meeting today with your local lender 
to get your real estate loan process 
started. 

What You’ll Need 
Financing requirements will vary by 

bank, but your local financial institu-
tion will most likely require income 
statements and tax information for the 
last two years, as well as verification on 
your assets and debts. They will also 
run a credit check to make sure you are 
qualified in accordance with their loan 
requirements, as well as any special fi-
nancing programs they may be offering. 

Talk to your lender about the different 
types of loans available. Also ask about 
state and local programs. Some non-
profits or city governments offer down 
payment assistance to employees or 
first-time homebuyers.

Conventional Loans
For borrowers who have enough 

money to put down a 20% down pay-

ment, lenders offer a conventional loan. 
According to the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, the government sets 
the maximum loan amounts for these 
types of loans, which can be for 20 or 
30 years.

Don’t have 20% to put down? You can 
still get a conventional loan, but you’ll 
pay an additional mortgage interest 
insurance for a specified period of your 
loan.

VA Loans
Are you a veteran, member of the mili-

tary or a military spouse? The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs offers home 
loans guaranteed by the federal govern-
ment. These types of loans often come 
with an added bonus of a lower interest 

rate. Borrowers also can have a lower 
down payment or no down payment at 
all and do not require mortgage insur-
ance. 

Check with your financial institution 
to see what VA programs they offer. 

FHA Loans
Borrowers who have less money in 

savings or a credit score that doesn’t 
meet conventional loan requirements 
may qualify for the Federal Housing 
Administration program. The FHA 
regulates and insures these loans, which 
allow for a down payment as low as 
3.5%. Borrowers must meet certain in-
come requirements as well. Check with 
your local lender to see if this program 
fits your needs.

© ADOBE STOCK

Selling Your First Home
If you’re selling your first home, 

you understand the emotional 
swings that can come with the 
experience. 

You’re likely excited for the next ad-
venture but also feeling sadness for 
what you’re about to leave behind. The 
memories you make in your first home 
will never be forgotten, especially if you 
have added children to your family dur-
ing this time period. 

One thing that will help you get 
through this situation is selling your 
home quickly. But how can you make 
your home stand apart in a seemingly 
overcrowded market of other sellers? 
The answer is strongly connected to 
how well you package your home visu-
ally.

Take Good Photos
Great photos make for great adver-

tising content to help sell your home 
faster. Your local Realtor can take pho-
tos prior to listing your home online but 
you may want to opt for a local profes-
sional to take your photos to the next 
level. Be sure that your expenses for 
paying the photographer make sense for 
your situation. If you have some wiggle 
room built into your asking price and 
the photographer costs don’t cut too 
deeply into your profit margins, hiring 
them can be well worth your invest-
ment. Make sure your photographer of 
choice has experience with real estate 
photography, as lighting and staging 
will be key to making great photos. 

Clean it Up 
You should also consider allocating 

a small budget toward cleaning your 

© ADOBE STOCK

home. Keeping your home nice and tidy 
— especially during showings — is key 
to helping your potential buyers fall in 
love with your home. 

Find a local cleaning professional to 
visit your home and give you a quote 
and then work with your real estate 
agent to choose a date for a showing. 
This way you know for sure that your 
home will be clean when people are 

checking it out. 
Make sure that you don’t lose your 

home’s charm in the process. Keep dec-
orations and plants out versus hiding 
everything in your closets. If you make 
your home too stale, potential buyers 
may have a hard time envisioning them-
selves living in the space. 

Find a good balance of clean and lived 
in to help sell the comfort of your home.
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Dehumidifier
Cruise Control

Clean Air

Savings
Oscillating 

Fan

Earth Friendly

Rebates Timer

C.W. Schultz and Son, Inc.
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

The Service Experts Since 1921  |  Serving the Wyoming Valley

(570) 822-8158 • www.cwschultzandson.com

Mini-Split Heating & Cooling
The energy efficient choice in comfort.
Fujitsu ductless mini-split air conditioners and 

heat pumps offer year-round whole-home 

comfort in most climates.

Incentives from UGI and PP&L

Cool Your Home in the Summer

&Heat Your Home in the Winter!
Fujitsu Mini-Split Features:

Dehumdifier Dry Mode helps reduce humidity levels when cooling requirements are low.

Cruise Control Compressors only run as fast as they need to handle the cooling or heating demand.

Clean Air High performance filters remove dust, odor and improve indoor air quality.

Timer 24-hour programmable timer allows for on/off cycle con- trol of system.

Earth Friendly Low ozone depleting potential (ODP) refrigerant R410a used in all models.

Oscillating Fan Auto Louver redirects airflow with up/down and left/right motion, depending on model.

Savings High energy efficiencies slash utility bills up to 25%.

Rebates Many utility companies offer $300 or more for installing energy efficient equipment.

80940199

Reg #001864

32 Forrest st. | Wilkes-Barre, Pa  18702 | (570) 829-5838 | scoreyBros.com

scorey BrotHers
Floor coVeriNG

Fall is here and replacing your carpet 
can make a huge impact on your home. 
Select brand new AnythingGoes! carpet 
from ShawMark Floors and get the best 
carpet available.

Rest assured that with AnythingGoes!, 
your investment will be supported by 
the industry's leading no matting/no 
crushing warranty. So your carpet will 
stay beautiful for years to come.

On Sale now!

You'll Fall for These Savings!

80940287
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Commercial Real Estate Investing
When it comes to commercial real estate, timing is 

everything.

© ADOBE STOCK

From retaining legal help to working 
through all facets of a successful trans-
action, it’s critical that you follow the 
steps to a streamlined real estate pro-
cess in a timely manner. Failing to do so 
can lead to important missed steps or 
delays in getting the deal done. As the 
old sales adage goes, “time kills deals.” 
Understanding Commercial Real 

Estate 
First, it is important to discuss the 

commercial real estate sector within 
which you are purchasing. The range of 
commercial real estate investment op-
portunities range from industrial, mul-
tifamily, retail, office or mixed use. 

Each type of commercial real estate 
can bring varying levels of returns on 
your investment, so it’s important to 
establish your personal goals for the 

property. Once you identify which sec-
tor you’re interested in pursuing, look 
for local legal counsel to help you build 
a plan. 

Legal Requirements 
There are many legal boxes you must 

check before successfully acquiring 
commercial property. If you are pur-
chasing industrial property, for in-
stance, it is important to understand the 
requirements related to environmental 
liability. Different states will have dif-
ferent laws regarding the legal process-
es of purchasing commercial real estate. 
Work with your local commercial real 
estate attorneys to get a grasp on the 
legal requirements of your state. 

Research and Due Diligence 
Do some research on your own as well 

by checking into state regulations and 

zoning permit requirements in your 
area. Your local legal professional will 
be able to clear up any questions you 
have as you conduct your research. 

Local ordinances for permits vary 
among different jurisdictions and may 
take weeks — to even years — for com-
pletion. Build these specifications into 
your time line to keep your commercial 
real estate transaction on track.

Identify Financing 
As you research your opportunity, it’s 

imperative that you identify different 
financing sources well ahead of entering 
into a contract. A delay in identifying 
your financing options can result in a 
missed opportunity to secure your de-
sired property. Work closely with your 
local legal counsel can help you consid-
er options when it comes to financing.
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In various models you will find additional Shoulder, Lumbar, Foot, and Therapy Pillar H.O.T. Zones™ to give 
you the industry’s best targeted control system for hydrotherapy to specific areas of the body that need 
more therapeutic massage.  Marquis® truly is The Ultimate Hot Tube Experience!™ when it comes to therapy.

Stop by our Showroom Soon ... Several floor modelS available.

nature’s Creations inc.
5903 Sr 6 tunkhannock pa

Hours: M-F 9-5, Sat 9-1, Closed Sun • 570-836-7604
You can enjoy your backyard paradise every day in a Marquis Spa!

80
94

06
75
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Many real estate professionals are paid solely on commission, making their customer service 
skills the most important part of their professional repertoire. But have you ever wondered 

where your commission payments actually went or who earned them? 

It’s important to note that in many 
cases, real estate agents do not get paid 
directly by the broker or firm that they 
work for. By law, agents are required to 
work under a real estate broker or bro-
kerage firm that acts as their sponsor.

Commission Types 
There are two main types of 

commission agreements be-
tween a real estate agent and a 
broker or firm: Gross commis-
sion and 100% commission. 

A gross commission involves 
the real estate agent splitting 
a percentage of their gross 
commission with the broker 
or brokerage firm. In a 100% 
commission engagement, the 
agent takes home every dollar 
that they earn but are required to 
pay a monthly fee to their spon-
sor brokerage or firm.

Seller Commissions 
Most commonly, the seller is re-

sponsible for covering commission 
fees. When you sell your home, you 
most commonly agree on a commis-
sion rate when you hire your agent. 
According to Forbes, this commission 
rate usually falls around 5% to 6% of 
the property’s sale price.

After the property sells, you pay that 
percentage to your listing agent. From 
there, the listing agent negotiates with 
the buyer’s real estate agent on how to 
split the commission. Most agreements 
end with a 50/50 split of commissions 

to keep things even. 
Read Your Contract 

In order for a buyer or a seller to for-
mally hire an agent to represent them, 
they must finalize their agreement in 
writing. For buyers, this is called a 
buyer-broker agreement. For sellers, it’s 
generally referred to as a listing agree-
ment. These agreements outline the 
agent’s duties while under contract and 
to hold them accountable throughout all 

phases of the transaction. 
Work closely with your real estate 

agents to fully understand the commis-
sions breakdown in the agreement you 
sign. The first step to a successful real 
estate transaction is feeling comfortable 
with your agent, so ask questions and be 
open about any concerns you have.

Where Do Commissions Go?
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Pro Fix Sales & Service

We Take Trade Ins

570-288-0476
136 Narrows Rd. Rt. 11 - Larksville 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm · Sat. 9am-1pm

We carry 
a new and 
used snow 
throwers.

2 Week Pre-Season Special.
Free Pick Up and Delivery 
for Snow Thrower Service.

 Snow Thrower Tune-Up Starting at $69.95
Offer Expires October 8, 2019. Must present coupon.

80
93
95
40

Also Designing Homes Offices,
Entertainment Centers, Laundry Rooms

•	All	Types	of	Cabinets	from	Stock

to	full	custom

•	Our	Custom	Quaker	Queen	Made

in	Hazleton,	PA!!!

•	Counter	top	Replacements	with

Granite,	Quartz,	or	Laminate

•	Complete	installation	or	Delivery

Call today
for a

Free Estimate
570-455-1546

HIC# PA007671
Angie’s List
Since 2011

Monday-Friday	8a.m.-5p.m.	Saturday	9	a.m.-1p.m.	Evenings	by	Appointment

Since 1960
www.ThomasKitchens.com

Out of This World Kitchens
Down to Earth Prices

560 S. Poplar St., Hazleton

80
94

04
65

Parts ~ Sales ~ Repair
Vac-Way LaWn & Garden LLc

595 Market St.   Kingston, Pa   18704
Phone: 570-288-4508 Fax: 570-288-4541

vacwaylg.com
         Mon. Wed. Fri.  9am - 5pm • Tues. 10 am - 7 pm • Thurs. 9 am - 7 pm

$10.00 OFF
Winterizing

MOWer Or Presser Washer tune-uP
includes sParkPlug, air Filter, carb cleaning, Fuel lines,
Pull rOPe, blade sharPening, Oil change and PuMP saver.

cOuPOn valid sePteMber 25 - OctOber 18, 2019  Must Present cOuPOn tO redeeM.

snOW thrOWer tune-uP sPecial

savings OF $20
cOuPOn valid sePteMber 30 - OctOber 25, 2019  Must Present cOuPOn tO redeeM.

88888888

LABOR DAY

SALE

20%
&

OFF

FRE E 
WHITE GLOVE 
DELIVERY*

AnD SETup!

Visit our new showroom: 
145 Welles St., Forty Fort

ph  570.408.1111  |  info@kurlancheekhome.com  |  kurlancheekhome.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 10 AM - 7 PM  |  Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM  |  Sunday Noon - 5 PM

*Terms and Conditions Items marked Special or Floor Sample are ineligible for further discounts. 
Discount expires 9/30/19. Free delivery limited to 50 mile radius from the 18704 zip code.
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2,950 Sqft

5,375 Sqft

Glenmaura House

Harmony Hills House

MLS: # 19-3715

MLS: # 19-1797

$495,000

$549,900

Melissa LeStrange | 570.585.6880 | mlestrange@realtynetwork.net

Dianne Montana | 570.585.6880 | dmontana@realtynetwork.net

Distinctive
PROPERTIES

Meticulously Maintained Home in the Heart of Glenmaura. Grand two story Foyer, Cherry 
Kitchen Cabinets with Center Island, Ceremic Tile and Granite, Family Room with Brick Gas 
Fireplace, Formal Dining Room and Living Room, Den/Office, Master BR with walk-in closet 
and large ensuite bath with whirlpool tub. Additional lower level Family Room with bath and 
entertainment area.Professionally Landscaped, In Ground Pool, Patio and Deck in Peaceful, 
Private Setting.

You will find comfortable elegance when you step inside this custom built beauty in the heart 
of Harmony Hills. From the gourmet kitchen to the first floor master and two story great room, 
you will enjoy the views from every room. With decks and patios overlooking the free formed in 
ground pool, separate hot tub with waterfall, and pool house for storage.



Real estate Inc.  570-501-7575
michael.pinko@lewith-freeman.com

Call
Mike Pinko

570-899-3865

 Let’s get your home soLD, caLL mike! 

WINNER OF

haZLetoN, terrace estates Drums, saND sPriNgs

One of a kind, custom built home on 1.2 private acres! Close to everything. Light, bright 
and with plenty of storage. Huge great room with a soaring, beamed ceiling. Finished 
lower level with a full kitchen and 3/4 bath and it’s own entrance. It could be used as 
an in-law suite. Current owners have done all the updates, new state of the art, natural 
gas furnace and water heater, new roof & gutters
mLs# 19-4113 $450,000

Renovated valley ranch, newer roof, siding, windows, kitchen, flooring, 

paint and deck! Windows were installed by Window World and have a 

Lifetime Warranty. State of the art furnace and water heater. Basement 

floor has radiant heat built in. This is truly move in ready! Nice level 

yard and convenient location. Don’t miss out, this is going to sell quickly

mLs# 19-1874 $136,200

Finally the townhouse you have been looking for is on the market! 

Nearly new 3- or 4-bedroom townhouse, with a great finished 

basement! Lower level has 2 finished rooms with laminate floors, one 

could be used as a 4th bedroom or office. First floor has an open floor 

plan for entertaining. 

mLs# 19-1236 $195,000

BETTER THAN NEW, Gorgeous ranch in prestigious Sand Springs 

for $32,100 LESS than new construction and with about $60,000 

in upgrades! Shows like a model home! Double, beveled glass entry 

doors, dormer with a palladium window, textured ceilings, hardwood 

floors, granite kitchen counters and a beautiful sunroom! 

mLs# 18-4005 $277,000

Move in ready, 4 bedroom 3.5 bath home with a large 3 car garage! 
Great deck with a gazebo and hot tub, and a Koi pond. Two story 
foyer opens to a large family room with a wood burning fireplace. The 
kitchen has a large L shaped island, perfect for entertaining. Double 
doors lead to a nice master bedroom retreat with a generous bath, 

including a soaking tub. There are 2 large his & hers closetsy

mLs# 19-6207 $307,000

Nice end unit townhouse on a quiet dead end street. Kitchen has new appliances, living 
room with gas fireplace. Dining room opens to a nice deck overlooking the woods. 
Three large bedroom upstairs. Master is huge with great walk in closet. Gas heat, 
central AC, large unfinished basement for extra storage. $30,000 LESS THAN NEW 
CONSTRUCTION. Let the HOA take care of the lawn and snow removal!
mLs# 19-4772  $179,900

PeNDiNg

soLD
soLD

soLD
soLD

sugarLoaF Drums Drums Drums

80
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799 Milford Drive

125 Oldfield Road

3 Crestview Drive

Kingston, PA 18704

Shavertown, PA 18708

Dallas, PA 18612

MLS: # 19-2311

MLS: # 19-3533

MLS: # 19-3533

$325,000

$1,250,000

$450,000

Margaret Simms | 570.696.0891
Debra Rosenberg | 570.714.9251

Virginia S. Rose | 570.288.9371
Jill Hiscox | 570.696.0875

Margaret Simms | 570.696.0891
Rebecca Halbing | 570.814.0348

Distinctive
PROPERTIES

This spacious, contemporary , in convenient Green Acres location features a dramatic 2 story 
marble foyer, inviting living room with fireplace, family room with white oak floor & built-ins 
and bright eat-in kitchen. Bedrooms are large, plenty of closets - Three season porch opens to 
expansive, beautifully landscaped yard - LL rec room - 2 car garage. 

Stately brick home on 3 lush acres in Bulford Farms with guest house, pool, 4 car garage and 
public sewer has under gone a custom renovation presenting beautiful design and wonderful 
open spaces. New rich wood floors flow throughout the home. A fabulous high end chef’s 
kitchen with waterfall island, stainless Viking and Sub Zero appliances.

Sprawling, six bedroom, six bath home on beautiful 2 acre lot features 5500 sq ft, of wonderful 
living space Spacious formal & informal rooms - Bright kitchen has great workspace, good 
storage & inviting dining area - Family room features a stunning bar & built-ins and offers 
access to large bluestone patio, heated salt water pool and surrounding perennial gardens and 
lush lawn.
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Bathroom Renovations
According to estimates from HomeAdvisor, the national average cost for a 

complete bathroom renovation in 2019 is $10,349. It’s a popular room to 
remodel as it gives many homeowners the chance to add value to their home 
while making it more livable. 

Before jumping into a DIY renovation 
job, consider the extent of your needs. 
Since bathrooms feature plenty of wa-
ter connections, being unfamiliar with 
routing and sealing joints can create di-
sastrous results. Leaks can cause more 
than expensive flooring repairs; it also 
introduces a breeding ground for health 
hazards like mold. 

Inspect Flooring
Before any bathroom renovation 

project, you should ensure the integrity 
of the floor, especially for areas around 
toilets, showers and sinks. If you notice 
signs of water damage are already pres-
ent, it’s important to resolve them be-
fore going forward with the project. 

If you will be replacing the flooring, 
it’s easy to find damage by ripping up 
the old material. However, if you plan 

© ADOBE STOCK

to leave the floor in place, make sure it 
is free from sagging or signs of mold. 
These issues may not present them-
selves until some appliances are moved, 
so make sure to leave room in your bud-
get for unexpected expenses. 

Another issue that is common when 
water damage goes unresolved are 
problems to joists below the subfloor. 
This expensive remediation is neces-
sary as it is a sound part of your home’s 
structural integrity. 

Replacing Appliances
When new bathroom appliances are in 

the cards, consider upgrading to energy 
and water efficient options. According 
to the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, if every household in the country 
used these efficient fixtures and appli-
ances, more than three trillion gallons 

of water would be saved annually. You 
will also notice a decrease in your elec-
tricity expenses as the energy needed to 
power them is greatly reduced. 

To discover these models at your lo-
cal home improvement store, look for 
EPA-approved products labeled with a 
WaterSense certification and electrical 
appliances will advertise with a Energy-
Star label. 

Adding New Water Sources 
When you are adding additional fix-

tures or appliances that require new 
water sources, assistance from a li-
censed plumber can take away most of 
the headache. For instance, if you will 
be upgrading to a double sink or add-
ing a shower to a bathtub, piping must 
be rerouted and sufficient to supply the 
new components.

Impactful Weekend Projects
If your home needs some modern updates but you can’t find the time or 

room in your budget for a significant renovation, consider a small project 
for big results. It doesn’t always have to cost a fortune to make a change. 

Many jobs with large impacts are eas-
ily achievable with a minor understand-
ing of home renovations. While some 
major projects may be best suited for 
a professional, don’t be afraid to try a 
simple job as you become familiar with 
DIY repairs and upgrades.

Here are a few quick and easy ideas to 
consider when updating your home over 
a weekend. 

Replace Flooring
A quick renovation that makes a big 

difference is replacing dated flooring 
with improved coverings. You can find 
DIY-friendly materials to do the install 
yourself like interlocking planks of vinyl 
or adhesive-backed carpet or tile. For 
some jobs like installing hardwood or 

stretching room-sized carpet, some spe-
cial tools and research may be necessary 
to perform the jobs without the help of 
an expert. 

Rearrange the Furniture
You can give an old room new life by 

simply rearranging your existing fur-
niture. Follow these tips from Better 
Homes and Gardens to make a state-
ment with your new display. 

Go for a long and lean design with 
plenty of room for foot traffic and use 
end tables on both ends of the sofa.

Arrange your furniture to showcase 
main focal points in the room. For in-
stance, chairs and couches should face 
your television setup or a relaxing view 
in front of the window.

Consider the available lighting in a 
room from windows and fixtures like 
lamps. To add more light, consider 
installing in-floor outlets to give your-
self more options when using a floating 
furniture design. 

Touch Up Trim
When you don’t want to paint an 

entire room, even minor touch ups to 
your trim can make a big difference. In 
addition to choosing neutral colors as 
accents, you can make it stand out by 
using a high-sheen gloss but remember 
that it may highlight imperfections in 
the nearby walls. 

If the defects are too noticeable, you 
may benefit from patching them up and 
coating with a matching paint color.

© ADOBE STOCK
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We make the difference 
for designers.
A technology activated by touch, 
in styles that match clients’ tastes.

Delta® Touch2O® Technology—the first of its kind—lets 

users start and stop water flow simply, by tapping anywhere 

on a faucet’s spout or handle. Available in more styles than 

ever, including our modern, elegant Trinsic® Collection, it’s a 

breakthrough that enhances kitchen projects, and captivates 

clients. Learn more about our innovative styles, technologies  

and support at DeltaFaucet.com/Pro

Company name/Logo    Phone/Web

Touch2OAd_Designer_FullPage.indd   1 9/11/15   12:11 PM

1555 N. Keyser Ave. 
Scranton, PA 18504

570-344-8221

5 Spring Street 
Wilkes Barre, PA 18702

570-822-3562

103 Broad St.
Pittston, PA  18640

570-654-4686

94 Brooklyn St.
Carbondale, PA 18407

570-282-3480

2311 Route 209
Sciota, PA 18354

570-992-7097

32 Main Street
Luzerne, PA 18709

570-287-6828

340 Phelps Street
Scranton, PA 18509

570-344-8804

225 Bankway Street
Lehighton, PA 18235

610-377-8150

2214 Route 6
Hawley, PA 18428-6105

570-390-5889

9 Easton Rd.
Nazareth, PA 18064 

484-298-1070

1301 West Front St.
Berwick, PA 18603

570-520-4012

rjwalker.com
80940333
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Create New Attic Living Space
When you need to add more living space but don’t want to commit to building an 

addition, sometimes an attic can be the perfect candidate for a transition. 

The task is best left to a professional, 
especially if it requires the installation 
of new electricity or water pipes. 

Get your plan together before contact-
ing a service to determine how you want 
to reinvigorate the space. Many people 
prefer to use the attic as an additional 
bedroom, an office or even a hangout 
spot. It’s important to check with your 
local officials about building permits as 
their unique regulations may require 
licensing. 

Once you get the legalities out of the 
way, use these tips for a smooth renova-
tion. 

Building a Subfloor
Your home’s attic was likely built to 

add storage for items like boxes, suit-
cases or trunks. Unfortunately, many 
contractor’s or home builders don’t 
foresee the need for an attic to become a 

© ADOBE STOCK

living space, so before you can upgrade 
it, a subfloor must be installed over the 
bare joists. 

To add a floor, it’s not always as sim-
ple as laying plywood down on the cur-
rent supports. Many times, homes are 
built with bare joists that are unsuitable 
for the additional weight of furniture, 
people or pets who will frequent the 
new space. 

However, to create a safe area, an ex-
pert can cut boards of the same length 
and nail them to the existing joints to 
create a durable structure. 

Heating and Air
When planning an attic renovation, 

it’s important to include plans on heat-
ing and cooling the new room. If you 
want it to be included in your current 
system’s ductwork, hiring a professional 
HVAC technician is the best way to 

ensure it is rerouted properly and effi-
ciently. 

If you want to forgo the expense of re-
directing air into your attic, you can get 
by with the assistance of a window unit 
in the summer and by using space heat-
ers during cooler temperatures. 

Make sure to keep nearby items away 
from the additional heating tool as the 

The National Fire Protection Associa-
tion blamed them for 15% of all home 
fires between 2012 and 2016.

Finishing the Attic
In addition to covering your newly built 

floor, you’ll have to decide a wall cover 
too. Many who renovate their attics add 
a modern touch with paintable drywall 
or choose a type of paneling to fit their 
design scheme. Consider how you will use 
the space to determine how to finish the 
walls and ceilings.
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Create An Open Floor Plan
If you’re a fan of home 

improvement reality shows or 
follow renovation trends, you 
know that an open floor plan is a 
popular design that many 
homeowners want. 

In fact, the National Association of 
Home Builders reports that 70% of 
recent buyers were interested in at least 
an open kitchen plan while 32% pre-
ferred a completely open arrangement. 

Performing this renovation to an es-
tablished home requires detailed knowl-
edge about a home’s structure. Since 
you will likely be taking down walls and 
rerouting electrical diagrams, an expert 
can ensure the integrity will not be af-
fected. 

Benefits of Being Open
There are multiple reasons that open 

floor plans are extremely popular. 
One major advantage is the connec-

tion hosts feel with their guests while 
preparing party favors in the kitchen 
and engaging with their company in 
the living space. Family dinners and 
events with friends are more enjoyable 
when rooms flow into each other. Par-
ents of young children also benefit from 
the ability to keep an eye on their little 
ones as they roam throughout the open 
space.

Identifying Load Bearing Walls
Before removing walls to create your 

open floor plan, it’s crucial to identify 
load-bearing walls. They are impera-
tive to distributing weight forces of your 

© ADOBE STOCK

property and typically bear the load of a 
roof structure above. Most of the time, 
you can easily identify this important 
support by walls that run perpendicular 
to their joists. Since it may be difficult to 
tell without removing a wall’s covering, 
getting advice from an expert is a ben-
eficial resource before you find yourself 
with an expensive repair. 
What to Do with Your New Space
The key to decorating an open floor 

plan is to make it appear symmetri-
cal. You can start in the living room by 

arranging it around a focal point. The 
experts at Home and Garden Television 
recommend taking advantage of attrac-
tive centerpieces like a fireplace or gal-
lery wall. 

Modern kitchens often utilize the sleek 
appearance of an island or peninsula 
rather than a traditional dinner table. 

Organizing bar stools around their pe-
rimeter provides more space for guests 
without disrupting the flow of your open 
floor plan.

Improve Your Driveway
Whether you’re looking to 

redo your driveway to boost 
the appeal of your home’s 
exterior or need it rerouted to 
accommodate new vehicles like 
a camper or trailer, you have 
several options to complete the 
job.

From choosing the right material for 
your needs to hiring a team of experts, 
a driveway renovation can be a valuable 
project. 

Choosing a Contractor
When researching and receiving dif-

ferent quotes from potential contrac-
tors, always ensure they are licensed to 
work and are insured. The job some-
times requires heavy equipment to fin-
ish successfully. If an accident happens, 
it’s important your home insurance isn’t 
liable. You should also find an expert 
who is proficient in the type of mate-
rial you choose. Whether it’s concrete, 
asphalt or even gravel, an installers 
knowledge will play a large role in the 
outcome. 

Choosing the Right Material 
When planning a driveway renova-

tion, there are numerous materials to 
choose from. Make sure to consider 
your budget when deciding which to use 
as some installations can become costly. 
You’ll also want to factor in mainte-
nance as for some driveway options, it 
can be important to maintain its integ-
rity. 

Aggregate or gravel is one of the most 
affordable and low-maintenance op-
tions. It is also extremely durable and 
easily repairable by adding more rock. 

© ADOBE STOCK

Some downsides include the need for 
a drainage system, it’s not as aestheti-
cally pleasing, and snow removal can be 
difficult. 

Asphalt can be a bit more strenuous 
on your budget but offers attractive 
curb appeal and high performance. It’s 
high maintenance and requires periodic 
sealant and a resurface every few years. 
This process can be relatively expensive 
in relation to aggregate maintenance so 
you should leave room in your budget if 

you choose this material. 
If you’re looking for low maintenance 

and an appealing aesthetic, concrete 
is a quality option, but it comes at an 
expensive price. While it is much more 
durable than asphalt, the initial install 
will be more costly. Consider if the 
front-load expense is more attractive 
than an affordable installation with 
higher maintenance costs down the 
road.
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Modernize Dated Design Schemes

Whether you are planning to pursue a 
real estate sale or further improve your 
forever home, the condition of your 
property can have a significant impact. 

If you’re unfamiliar with trends that 
are past their prime, here are some 
things to look for when you’re deciding 
what to update. 

Paneling and Wallpaper
Dated wall coverings can quickly make 

a home look drab and uninspiring. In-
stead, consider removing old-fashioned 
paneling or wallpaper and replacing it 
with a layer of drywall. A professional 
install is relatively inexpensive, at a 
national average of $1.50 per-square-
foot, according to Home Advisor. It’s 
also easy to work with when coating it 
with unique coats of paint and using ac-
cents to highlight other features in your 
rooms. 

Glass Block Windows
These windows gained popularity 

because of their ability to allow light to 
pass through walls and illuminate to 
other rooms. However, the trend that 
was used in many bathrooms doesn’t fit 
in most of today’s modernized styles. 

Depending on the size of the window, 
a replacement can be a costly renova-
tion. However, replacing it with a mod-
ern option can enhance the appearance. 
If you find yourself missing the addi-
tional light they provided, consider in-
stalling a skylight to allow natural light 

to wash into your room. 
Analog Thermostat

An attractive wall can be held back by 
the presence of an analog thermostat. 
While many view this tool as a simple 
way to control their heating and cooling 
system, an updated model can bring a 
sleek appearance to a room. 

Digital options are available to bring 
a splash of modernization to your home 
but a color touchscreen model can be-

come a powerful accent that works both 
visually and practically. 

Do your research on smart thermo-
stats that can be controlled from an app 
on your smartphone from anywhere in 
the world. 

They’re not only attractive but will 
also save you money since you are able 
to activate or deactivate your HVAC 
system while you’re away from home.

Especially if you live in an older 
home, the featured materials 

may not fit into today’s popular 
styles. 

© ADOBE STOCK

Advanced Insulation
Insulation plays a large role in 

maintaining temperatures 
during both winter and summer 
and takes some of the brunt off 
our heating and air systems. 

The American Society of Home In-
spectors encourages us to pay attention 
to this element as its purpose is to slow 
the rate of heat transfer.

Traditionally, the most common in-
sulation used in homes is made from 
materials like cellulose, fiberglass and 
mineral wool. The United States De-
partment of Energy reports most fiber-
glass products contain 40 to 60 percent 
of recycled glass. While this material 
can be efficient in keeping the air inside 
your home, advanced options are avail-
able and can result in even more sav-
ings toward your electricity bill. 

Where to Insulate
One of the most common areas Ameri-

cans choose to use insulation is the 
attic. Not only is it cost effective, it’s a 
simple way to add extra protection to 
your home. In unfinished areas, it is 
recommended to place the barrier be-
tween floor joists to seal the living space 
below. 

Here are some other popular places to 
add insulation as recommended by the 
United States DOE:

• All exterior walls between unheated 
spaces like a garage, shed or storage 
areas;

• Floors above cold spaces like crawl 
spaces and basements; and

• Foundation walls above ground level. 
Choosing Insulation

In addition to the tried-and-true fiber-
glass insulation, the DOE also recom-

mends these advanced options. Consider 
the advantages these innovative materials 
will provide for your family. 

Choosing foam board or rigid foam to 
insulate unfinished walls and unvented-
slope roofs provides a high-insulation 
value. 

In hot climates, a reflective insulation 
system is optimal. It features a radiant 
barrier which works to reflect heat ab-
sorbed by a roof. To be effective, it must 
face an air space to keep the hot tempera-
tures in your attic rather than in your 

living space. 
An all-in-one insulation that can benefit 

any area in your home and be efficiently 
installed to an established structure is 
spray foam. Hire a licensed expert to 
install the barrier as specialized tools are 
sometimes required. 

Keep your home comfortable all year 
by determining the most effective insula-
tion for your climate. Obtain a few quotes 
from different contractors to get their 
advice based on your home’s footprint 
and location.

© ADOBE STOCK
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www.aqualeisurepoolsandspas.com

G17

Distinctive PROPERTIES Downsizing & Universal Design

Don’t ‘Sleep’ On 
Storage Potential

How to declutter and best utilize the real 
estate beneath your bed

Seasonal clothing is a good option to store under the bed. Avoid storing rarely used items, which are easy to forget about and even easier to re-buy unnecessarily. Image courtesy Heart-
Work Organizing

By Erik J. Martin
CTW Features

Small spaces and large spaces alike 
have one major thing in common – it 
seems there’s just never enough stor-
age space! With the right planning, you 
can de-clutter and optimize an unused 
storage haven to create invaluable and 
invisible storage space – that nether 
region under the bed where stray socks, 
various clothes and dust bunnies point-
lessly accumulate.

“Below the bed often becomes a dead 
zone where random items get shoved 
or forgotten about,” says Vanessa 

Howson, a professional organizer with 
Positive Spaces in Plymouth, Michigan. 
“From Christmas decorations to over-
sized sports equipment to old Hallow-
een costumes, these items will likely not 
be unearthed for years and inevitably 
be forgotten about, resulting in people 
wasting money buying and re-buying 
items they fail to recall were under the 
bed. Instead, homeowners should take 
advantage of this precious real estate 
for storage and organization.”

Darla DeMorrow, owner of Wayne, 
Pennsylvania-headquartered Heart-
Work Organizing, says the best candi-

dates for under-bed storage are out-of 
season items, including winter clothing 
and shoes not worn in warmer months.

“Generally, the less often things are 
used, the more convenient they are to 
stow under the bed. Remember that 
this space can be a little harder to get 
to, especially if you have back or knee 
trouble,” DeMorrow says.

Accessories like hats, bags and purses 
along with collectibles and souvenirs 
also are ideal belongings for this sub-
mattress territory.

“Memorabilia can live under the bed 
because the likelihood you’re going to 
dig through it regularly is pretty slim,” 
says Amy Trager, a Chicago-based certi-
fied professional organizer.

All manner of bedding – from extra 
comforters to spare pillowcases – can 
take up residence down there, too, 
“particularly if you tend to use the same 
linens all the time and have a backup 
or guest set you need to store,” notes 
Amanda Sullivan, author of “Organized 
Enough: The Anti-Perfectionist’s Guide 
to Getting – and Staying – Organized” 

See ‘BED’ | 18
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(Da Capo Lifelong Books, 2017).
However, avoid stuffing electronics, 

perishables, paint, important docu-
ments, sharp-edged items or firearms 
below your bed.

“Just because there’s room down there 
doesn’t mean it’s the right spot,” Sulli-
van says.

To sort and locate them more efficient-
ly and keep dust away, beneath-the-bed 
items are best stashed within enclosed 
containers, including low-profile plastic 
crates, cubbies or bins equipped with 
lids and wheels that make it easier to 
slide out and access.

“Many options are available, including 
under-bed organizer kits and vacuum-
sealed zippered bags. You can also 
repurpose an old dresser drawer into 
a rolling tray by adding casters and a 
handle pull,” DeMorrow says.

Before invoking your inner Martha 
Stewart, be sure to scout out and mea-
sure the available square footage under 
your bed. A popular option for supersiz-
ing this space is to place your bed legs 
on wood or plastic risers that can add a 
few extra inches of height.

“Risers can create almost half a foot of 
extra valuable space, and as an added 
bonus your bed will make you feel more 
like royalty higher up,” Howson says.

Additionally, prepare to clean house 
down under before shopping for storage 
products.

“Take everything out and access 

what’s hiding un-
der the bed. Throw 
out anything torn, 
broken or in bad 
shape, and donate 
anything that no 
longer serves a pur-
pose but is in good 
condition,” Howson 
says. “Lastly, give it 
a good vacuuming 
or dusting so you 
can start fresh and 
create a functional 
space.”

When it’s time 
to sort, designate 
and position your 
under-bed storage 
containers, consider 
the big and small 
details.

“Store the less-
used items in the 
middle or furthest 
back and items you 
use on a weekly or 
monthly basis closer 
to the outer edges,” 
Howson adds. “Keep his items under 
his side of the bed, her items under her 
side, and children’s storage items under 
their own beds. Invest in a label maker 
or create labels with tape and markers 
so you can easily keep track of what’s 
inside your bins.”

If you’d rather not turn your under-
the-bed area into stowage central, or if 
you run out of room there, don’t de-

spair: you can de-clutter and conceal 
stored goods in other ways. For ex-
ample, place an ottoman, with storage 
space inside, at the foot of your bed.

“A large cabinet, dresser, armoire, 
hamper, hat rack and hooks on the wall, 
all within the same room, can also help 
store items that tend to end up under 
the bed,” Trager says.

© CTW Features
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‘Contain’ Your Garden
9 tips to grow  

perfect container plants 

By Nancy Mattia
CTW Features

If you have a tiny outdoor space or 
none at all, or you want to make your 
entryway steps more attractive, the 
solution is the same – start a container 
garden. There’s no digging involved, 
and the plants don’t require much at-
tention. Get started on yours today after 
reading the following tips. 

1. Pick the right plants.
“Select plants that thrive in the exist-

ing light conditions – sun, part sun or 
shade,” says Melinda Myers, horticul-
turist (melindamyers.com) and instruc-
tor for the Great Courses video series, 
“How to Grow Anything: Food Garden-
ing for Everyone.” Choosing drought-
tolerant plants will also increase your 
chances of success. 

2. Get the right variety.
You can have both native and non-

native plants in your container gar-
den as long as they prefer the existing 
growing conditions and aren’t invasive, 
Myers says. However, “native plants 
have adapted to the local conditions so 
they are a good choice. If their preferred 
growing conditions are met, they are the 
best since they attract more pollinators 
and support the rest of the native eco-
system.”

3. Group plants as a trio.
Container gardeners often plant three 

to a pot, either three of the same plant 
or three different ones. Again, they 
should have similar sunlight and mois-
ture requirements.

4. Select a focal point.
If you find a plant you like, look for 

a container that complements its size 

(plant and pot should be in propor-
tion), color and the overall look you’re 
going for, Myers says. Other times the 
container, not the plant, can be the focal 
point.

5. Be aware of a container’s drainage 
capacity.

The holes in the bottom of a pot are vi-
tal to a plant’s survival. If the holes are 
too small, not enough water will drain, 
causing the plant’s roots to rot. Check 
the hole size of each container and drill 
bigger ones as needed.

6. Think beyond standard pots.
Many things — a tea kettle, colander, 

sewing basket – can be turned into a 
container as long as it can retain water 
and holes can be drilled in its bottom to 
release water.

7. Check on fertilizer.
Besides water, plants need food for 

a healthy life. Some potting-soil mixes 

contain fertilizer; check the bag to see 
how long it will provide nutrients for 
the plant. “I add Milorganite, a low-
nitrogen, slow-release fertilizer when I 
plant and again mid-season, if needed,” 
Myers says. “It releases small amounts 
of nutrients when you water. No mixing 
and weekly fertilizing for me!”  

8. Don’t skimp on soil.
Leave about an inch between the pot-

ting-mix surface and the lip of the con-
tainer. “That way,” says Myers, “when 
you water, the soil won’t wash out of the 
pot.”

9. Take plant tags seriously.
They’re loaded with information: how 

much sun and shade a plant needs, 
when it will bloom, how tall it will get 
and what zone it’s in. These bits of 
knowledge will help your plants thrive.

© CTW Features
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The Upsides  
of Downsizing

Smaller homes aren’t just for empty nesters. 
Here’s how to pick the right-sized home  

for your needs now and in the future

By Erik J. Martin
CTW Features

“Less is more,” it has often been said. 
While that may not be true of meal 
portions, mobile data plans, or income 
tax refunds, it’s a philosophy increas-
ingly embraced by home buyers seeking 
smaller footprints.

For proof, digest this data: The av-
erage newly built home shrunk from 
2,689 square feet in 2015 to 2,576 
square feet in 2018, based on U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau numbers. The National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) 
suggests an even more aggressive 
shrink, with the average size of new 
houses dropping for the third consecu-
tive year in 2018, down from 2,500 
square feet three years earlier to 2,320 
square feet last year.

Why the push toward a more diminu-
tive domicile? Gen Y is the primary 
reason, says Dan Cosgrove, agent with 
Revolution Realty, LLC in Boston.

“In my experience, the median size 
of home that millennials buy is about 
1,800 square feet, which is about 200 
square feet smaller than Gen X or the 
baby boomers,” he says. “Part of the 
reason for this is that around 50 percent 
of millennials are strapped with stu-
dent loan debt. They’re sacrificing some 
square footage to keep things within 
budget.”

Rose Sklar, affiliated agent in Weston, 

Florida with Cold-
well Banker Resi-
dential Real Estate, 
also believes that 
many younger 
buyers today value 
experience and flex-
ibility over posses-
sions, making them 
less prone to cash in all their chips for a 
long-term home.

“They’re opting for less square footage 
because it allows them more freedom 
with their now disposable income to 
experience moments and travel, which 
they prioritize,” says Sklar. “They seem 
to like more compact homes with cre-
ative solutions for space and tend to live 
leaner with more of a focus on who they 
are, not what they own. Plus, millennials 
are trending toward smaller families and 
getting married later, so they don’t need 
a large space.”

Keep in mind, also, that boomers 
(many of whom are empty nesters com-
monly looking to downsize) and Gen Y 
often vie for the same smaller homes, 
further skewing the average square 
footage lower.

“Note, too, that millennials like to live 
in or closer to the city in order to re-
duce their commute and live in a lively 
neighborhood,” Cosgrove adds. “They’re 
often prone to buy in an area experienc-
ing regentrification, where houses and 

buildings are being restored but are 
space constrained because the areas are 
land locked.” But it’s not just twenty- 
and thirty-somethings who are leaning 
toward less square footage.

“Many buyers across age groups are 
looking to make less of a carbon foot-
print. And they want to enjoy life more 
without being a slave to their home and 
their yards on weekends. Bigger isn’t 
always better — people realize the more 
house you have, the more the upkeep,” 
says Valerie Burmester, broker with 
Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty in Redmond, Washington.

The experts agree that 2,320 to 2,576 
square feet — the aforementioned aver-
age home size today — works fine for 
most buyers without having to make 
major sacrifices. “It’s a great match for 
singles, couples or even families of up to 
four people maximum,” Sklar notes.

Remember, too, that the residence you 
purchase or own now doesn’t have to be 
your forever home.

“Buying a house is not a per-
manent thing, so don’t think 
that what you’re looking for 
has to match all your needs,” 
says Cosgrove, who cites an 
Inc. article published in 2017 
that reports the average millen-
nial lives in a given home for 
only six years and that only 11 
percent of Gen Y consider their 
home to be permanent.

What’s the right size for you?
“Consider your current needs 

but always look to the future,” 
suggests Burmester. “Younger 
buyers may want to consider if 
and when they’ll be having chil-
dren. And older couples who 
are downsizing may want to set 
an extra room aside for visiting 
grandchildren or guests.”

© CTW Features



Distinctive PROPERTIESTimes Leader Sunday, September 22, 2019   21

G21

Distinctive PROPERTIES Downsizing & Universal Design

Is It Time to Downsize?
By Erik J. Martin
CTW Features

Downsizing to a more manageable 
footprint can be challenging, especially 
in a tricky real estate market. Weighing 
your options carefully before moving 
down can help you avoid big regrets 
later, say the experts.

For starters, consider if you fit the 
criteria to benefit most from nest con-
densing.

“The best candidates to consider 
downsizing are individuals and couples 
who have a house that no longer meets 
their needs. For example, a house with 
a large upstairs may not be suited for 
someone with mobility issues, who 
could benefit from a smaller home on a 
single level that is easier to get around 
in and maintain,” says Cara Pierce, 
financial specialist, ClearPoint Credit 
Counseling Solutions in Fresno, Califor-
nia.

Baby boomer or not, anyone who feels 
he or she is living beyond their means 
also should consider downsizing.

“The reasons can range from feel-
ing overindulgent with your property’s 
size to having an empty nest to simply 
realizing your need to embrace a more 
frugal lifestyle,” says Samuel DeFran-
ceschi, associate broker at New York 
-based Nest Seekers International. 
“Learning to use less and become more 
efficient and consumer-friendly are all 
positive actions that can help your wal-
let [and] the environment.”

The exciting feeling that comes with 
starting fresh, the ability to make new 
friends, and the opportunity to de-clut-
ter your life are other advantages.

Prior to pulling the trigger on down-
sizing, however, it’s crucial to plan care-

fully and ponder all the ramifications, 
especially if you enjoy entertaining, 
hosting family or a hobby that takes up 
a lot of space.

Additionally, although you may be 
able to save money on reduced utility 
and maintenance costs in a smaller 
property, be aware that unloading 
your home and buying another one 
involves closing costs and possibly 
steep taxes, such as capital gains, 
when you sell your larger home. 
Also, you could end up paying more 
in property taxes on your next resi-

dence, depending on the area.
Despite these potential financial hesi-

tations, mortgage interest rates remain 
relatively low and sellers have a lot of le-
verage in many areas around the coun-
try.

For some, downsizing to a smaller 
single-family home, condo, townhome 
or other owned property can be more 
cost-advantageous than renting, espe-
cially in markets where rental units are 
scarce and costly. For others, renting 
can be a safer bet.

© CTW Features

Signs It’s Time  
to Rightsize

And tips on how to do it!

By Lisa Iannucci
CTW Features

Take a look around your home. Are 
the kids grown and moved out and now 
you have more house than you need? 
Maybe your elderly parents are ready to 
sell your childhood home and move to a 
senior center? It might be time to con-
sider downsizing. 

“Sometimes downsizing is voluntary, 
sometimes it’s forced,” said Sonya My-
ers, author of Downsize Your Home 

Rightsize Your Life: How To Cash In 
Your Home Equity & Jumpstart Your 
Happy, Healthy Retirement. “If it’s your 
call, you know it’s time to downsize 
when your stuff is preventing you from 
living the kind of life you want.”

Getting ready for the next chapter of 
your life can be exciting, but it also can 
mean going through years, and some-
times decades, of stuff and memories, 
which can be a huge emotional and 
physical undertaking. It doesn’t have to 

be. 
“Start by re-framing the word to right-

sizing, because downsizing implies a 
sense of loss, while rightsizing implies 
a sense of correctness and freedom,” 
said Marni Jameson, a nationally syn-
dicated home columnist and author of 
Downsizing The Family Home: What to 
Save, What to Let Go and the upcoming 
Downsizing the Blended Home, When 
Two Households Become One (Decem-

See ‘SIGNS’ | 23



83 Waller St, Wilkes-Barre, PA
Phone: (570) 824-9007

Open Mon.- Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-4

80
94

07
00

• Replacement Windows

• Tubs/Showers/Whirlpools Tubs

• Laminate Flooring

• Ceramic and Porcelain Tile

• Moldings 

• Sinks and Faucets

• Hardwood Flooring

• And much more!!!

• Appliances

• Kitchen Cabinets

• Kitchen Counter Tops

• Bath Cabinets and Tops

• Fiberglass Exterior Doors

• Steel Exterior Doors

• Interior Doors

• New Construction Windows

Free Custom KitChen Designs!!!

Fall home improvement 

savings!

G22



Distinctive PROPERTIESTimes Leader Sunday, September 22, 2019   23

Wilkes Barre City Self Storage

570-824-4567

A Size For Every Need

√ 24 Hour Video Surveilance
√ Low Monthly Rates
√ Intercom System
√ Short & Long Term Rentals
√ Lighted Units
√ Interior Storage Units
√ Climate Controlled
√ Elevator Access
√ Online Account Management
√ Onsite Fax & Photocopy
√ Low Cost Insurance Available
√ Deliveries Accepted
√ Boxes & Moving Supplies
√ File Document storage 
√ Pharmaceutical Reps & Salesman
√ U-Haul Trucks & Trailers
√ Motorcycle Storage
√ Carts & Dollies
√ Loading Dock Access

421 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Wilkes-Barre

80
93

98
14

 

Building lots available in the 
Back Mountain, Saddle Ridge, 

Stonebridge, Woodridge, 
Harveys Lake. 

Voted Best of the Back Mountain 
For Six Consecutive Years

2012 - 2013 - 2014 - 2015 - 2016 - 2017

summitpointebuilders.com
80940777

John E. Halbing III
570-675-7900

Serving Luzerne County 
for Over 30 Years

G23

‘signs’ from 21

Distinctive PROPERTIES Downsizing & Universal Design

ber, 2019). “Just say ‘I have too much 
house, and now it’s time to correct 
that so I can have what I need and no 
more.’”

How do you know when it’s the right 
time to downsize? “This happens for 
people at different times in their lives,” 
said Jameson. 

It’s hard to maintain your home: 
“Are you too old to maintain your own 
home?” said Jameson. “Maybe you, or 
your parents, are ready to go to a retire-
ment home or assisted living.” Taking 
care of a home takes money, time and 
energy. There’s gardening and mowing 
and just even cleaning rooms you may 
not even be using. There’s also a cost 
factor involved too. 

You’re empty nesters now: Your 
youngest child has just graduated col-
lege and is moving to the big city to 
follow a career of her own. You’re ex-
cited and perhaps have waited for this 
day for a long time and now it’s here. 
“You’re footloose and fancy free and 
don’t need to have five bedrooms, said 
Jameson. “You might be thinking that if 
you downsize you can make life simple, 
go away on trips and not worry, not look 
back.”

You divorced: 
Jameson calls this 
‘transitional design.’ 
“Whenever you’re go-
ing through a major 
life transition and it’s 
time to reframe and 
reshape your home, 
it should reflect who 
you are and who you 
are becoming,” she 
said. “It’s a really 
healthy way to evolve 
through life.”

Making the deci-
sion to downsize is 
hard enough, but 
deciding what to do 
with a lifetime of 
things is difficult too. 
What do you do with 
the desk your great 
grandmother gave 
you, the stuffed ani-
mals you won at the 
carnival, drawings 
your children did when they were little 
or all of the blankets you’ve accumu-
lated over the years?

“This is not a simple task, it’s a rite of 
passage, and it is hard, profound, and 
difficult and it’s why a lot of people put 
it off,” said Jameson who understands 

the emotional and physical struggles 
of downsizing all too well. “I flew 
in to take care of my parents’ home 
that I had grown up in as a child 
and that they had lived in for nearly 
50 years. I thought it would be so 
simple, but I stood in the doorway 
and felt absolutely paralyzed, but I 
had to slog through because I had a 
limited amount of time.”

Myers suggests anticipating the 
emotional toll and having a plan to 

cope. “Depending on your personality, 
you might call a friend for support, roll 
with the feelings, they only last a few 
minutes then you can get back to the 
work at hand or, my favorite, document 
the process.”

She suggests photographing some-
thing you value but need to let go. “Print 
the photo, add it to a file or journal and 
include details such as how it came into 
your life, what it means to you, and why 
you’re reluctant to part with it,” she 
said. “That way, you can revisit the trea-
sured item anytime you like.”

A new chapter may be closing and you 
don’t know what’s coming ahead. “But 
don’t forget that you’re making room 
for a really cool new future,” said Jame-
son. 

CTW Features
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Books, furniture, clothing, toys and 
souvenirs are just some of the things 
you’ll come across when downsizing, 
but what do you do with it all? Here are 
some tips 

Make a weekly date. “If you have 
the luxury of time, block off 30 minutes 
and choose one area of your home, or 
one category of possessions,” suggests 
Sonya Myers, author of Downsize Your 
Home Rightsize Your Life: How To 
Cash In Your Home Equity & Jumpstart 
Your Happy, Healthy Retirement. “If 
you’re a procrastinator, start with short 
sessions. You’ll be surprised how much 
you can accomplish in 30 minutes. If 
you’re on a deadline, choose things you 
value most and pack those first. Con-
tinue to “triage” your possessions until 
you’ve met your goal then get rid of 
whatever remains.”

Start with the big stuff. Getting rid 
of a dresser or couch can quickly show 
progress. “Then tackle it one room or 
one closet at a time,” said Marni Jame-
son, a nationally syndicated home col-
umnist and author of Downsizing The 
Family Home: What to Save, What to 
Let Go and the upcoming Downsizing 
the Blended Home, When Two House-
holds Become One (December, 2019). 

Sell, donate or give away the 
rest. “You can move furniture on Craig-
slist and then what doesn’t go there 
you can donate to the Salvation Army, 
Goodwill or your favorite donation cen-
ter,” said Jameson. “There’s very little 
paperwork that you really need to hang 
on to. Scan what you do need to keep, 
including photos.” Jameson suggests 

Rightsizing Tips

uploading them to scanmyphotos.com, 
putting them on a flash drive or a CD, 
and putting copies in a safe deposit box 
or giving copies to your family.” 

Don’t save for family. “Don’t as-
sume your kids want your stuff, so ask 
them if they want your stuff and if they 
say no, believe them,” said Jameson. 

Need, use, love. “Remember your 
stuff is about need, use, love,” said 
Jameson. “Do I need this? Will I use it? 

Do I love it? And not, ‘it was expensive, 
so-and-so gave it to me,’ or ‘I might 
need it someday,’ or ‘it’s a good backup 
in case the first one breaks.’” 

Get help. “Always remember, there 
are people and services that specialize 
in downsizing,” said Myers. “Your man-
tra should be ‘It’s just stuff. I can always 
call in the pros and walk away.’”

CTW Features

Design for everyone 
Adding some small features can make your home safer for daily living

By Lisa Iannucci
CTW Features 

When most people think about putting 
grip bars in the shower, widening doors 
for wheelchairs, installing walk-in bath-
tubs or removing area rugs to prevent 
falls, they think about doing this for 
their aging parents. Think again. Uni-
versal design isn’t just for seniors. 

“Universal design is designing for 
people of all ages and abilities or dis-
abilities,” said Rosemarie Rossetti, 
Ph.D., the author of the Universal De-
sign Toolkit and president of Rossetti 

Enterprises, Inc. in Columbus, Ohio. “I 
prefer not to think about aging-in-place 
but rather creating a home that’s inclu-
sive so that you can have visitors who 
might be in a wheelchair, or you can be 
prepared for anything can happen to 
anyone at any time.”

Rossetti, who was paralyzed from the 
waist down with a spinal cord injury, 
and her husband know what works from 
experience. After she came home from 
the hospital in a wheelchair, she real-
ized how her home intensified her dis-
ability. She and her husband had to sell 

their home and find something more 
suitable. They built a national demon-
stration home and garden in Colum-
bus, Ohio, the Universal Design Living 
Laboratory, the highest rated universal 
design home in North America.

But let’s say you’re only 30 years old 
and you’re healthy and active. Why 
should you worry about adding univer-
sal features to your home or apartment 
now? Just ask Marni Jameson whose 
colleague recently had a horrible spinal 

See ‘DESIGN’ |  26
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accident and isn’t walking well. “She’s 
in her 30s, is a lawyer and has four 
kids and needs help, so you never know 
when there will be a need,” said Jame-
son, a syndicated home and lifestyle 
columnist and author of Downsizing the 
Family Homes. 

Universal design is also helpful for 
children and young, pregnant women. 
“Pregnancy is a very precarious situ-
ation and you don’t want to fall, so 
putting in grab bars or a chair in the 
shower will make that woman feel more 
secure,” said Rossetti. 

What is a universal design feature? 
According to The Center for Universal 
Design at North Carolina State Univer-
sity, universal features are generally 
standard building products or features 
that have been placed differently, se-
lected carefully, or omitted. For exam-
ple, standard electrical receptacles can 
be placed higher than usual above the 
floor, standard but wider doors can be 
selected, and steps at entrances can be 
eliminated to make housing more uni-
versally usable.

If you’re in the process of building 
your first home, now would be an easy 
time to add these features at no addi-
tional cost. “Putting these precautions 
in early is an investment in your health 
and welfare,” said Rossetti. “It need 
not cost anything additional as you’re 
already designing the space and it’s an 
investment so that you don’t break your 
hip or shatter your elbow.”

Speaking of broken bones, accord-
ing to the National Safety Council, in 
2017, an estimated 127,300 preventable 
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injury-related deaths occurred in homes 
and communities, or about 75% of all 
preventable injury-related deaths that 
year. There are additional universal de-
sign suggestions that you can incorpo-
rate in your current home or apartment 
to help prevent these accidents from 
occuring:  

Light the way: Jameson encourages 
proper floor lighting, especially so you 
can see at night in the dark. “Light any 
change in surface, especially a step,” she 
said.

Utilize smart technology: Con-
sumer Affairs magazine suggests incor-
porating doorways with sensors that 
alert a family or emergency care service 
if someone enters a door but doesn’t exit 
within a specified period of time, indicat-
ing that they may need help.

Replace doorknobs: When you 
have arthritis or a grip issue, it can be 
difficult to open the front or bedroom 
doors. Replacing the round doorknobs 
will make life a little easier. 

Remove area rugs: Jameson admits 
that she loves area rugs, but they can 
curl up on the end, slide out from under 
your feet or just catch under your shoes, 

causing falls. A study published by the 
Journal of Injury & Violence showed 
that the most common location for fall 
injuries in the home was the bathroom 
(35.7%) during the transition between 
carpet/rug and non-carpet/rug, on wet 
carpets or rugs, and while hurrying to 
the bathroom.

Install touchless faucets: Family 
members or visitors who struggle with 
arthritis or limitations with their hands 
or arms may find that turning the hot 
and cold faucets can be difficult. Touch-
less faucets work with motion sensors 
and eliminate that struggle. 

One step: Going up and down steps 
that might be uneven, worn down or 
broken can cause injuries. The National 
Association of Home Builders suggests 
such common design features as no-
step entries and one-story barrier-free 
living. 

Use an expert: Knowing the best 
features for your home may be difficult 
on your own, so there are designers and 
architects who specialize in accessible 
and universal design and can be hired 
to help.

CTW Features

Think  
Universal

Whether or not you think you need a more accessible home,  
universal design truly is a trend for all to consider

By Nancy Mattia
CTW Features

Nobody is young forever, and be it ag-
ing, changing life circumstances or even 
an accident or injury. When design-
ing your home interior, it’s important 
to consider a world where people with 
different physical abilities could use 
the same shower stall or kitchen faucet 
without compromising their safety or 
dignity. That’s the general idea behind 
universal design, a user-friendly ap-
proach that helps people make their 
homes more welcoming and accessible 

to all.
How Universal Design Works

The concept promotes common-sense 
designs that are stylish yet safe and easy 
for everyone to use, despite an individu-
al’s age, size or physical limitations.

“Universal design takes into account a 
broad range of users and abilities,” says 
Sarah Barnard, a Los Angeles interior 
designer. “It makes sense for designers 
and builders to plan our projects with 
that in mind since great design should 
accommodate the widest number of us-
ers – ourselves, our kids, our parents, 

our grandparents.” For older folks, a 
well-thought-out plan lets them age in 
place, which means continuing to live 
safely and independently in their own 
homes for as long as possible.

The ideas are meant to work for young 
and old alike. For example, a home built 
with a ramp instead of stairs to access 
a back door would benefit not just an 
elderly person in a wheelchair but also 
someone pushing a stroller. A hand-
held showerhead on a slide bar that’s 

See ‘UNIVERSAL’ | 28
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mounted low on a bathroom wall would 
be easy to reach for every family mem-
ber, regardless of their height or flex-
ibility.

The Design’s Visual Appeal
The concept is discreet and shouldn’t 

look like a nursing home. Goods from 
faucets to furniture are created with a 
contemporary aesthetic and fit in seam-
lessly with a room’s décor, so you’d 
never know universal design principles 
were at work.

“More and more plumbing manu-
facturers are offering grab bars and 
shower rails in finishes like oil-rubbed 
bronze and polished nickel that match 
the fixtures already in the bathroom,” 
Barnard says. “The look is beautiful and 
integrated.

Some innovations:
Curbless showers, which let the user 

walk into the shower without having to 
step over a threshold

Wall-mounted toilets and vanities that 
can be adjusted for height

Grab bars in the shower/tub to steady 
yourself on wet surfaces

Single-level, touchless kitchen faucets 

Distinctive PROPERTIES Downsizing & Universal Design

that require a simple tap to turn on and 
off

Induction cooktops and ranges with 
burners that are cool to the touch and 
easy-to-reach controls on the front

Keyless door locks that operate using a 
touch pad instead of a standard key

Door knobs with a lever design that’s 
easy to turn

Light switches with large flat panels 
instead of small toggle switches that are 
difficult for arthritic hands

More Than Just Products
Universal design is also about mak-

ing smart renova-
tion choices, like 
widening doorways 
because the wider 
they are, the better 
it is for wheelchairs 
and walkers to come 
through. It’s about 
choosing consistent 
flooring surfaces 
so when someone 
walks from, say, 
a tile floor in the 
kitchen to the hard-
wood floor in the 

dining room, they don’t trip where the 
two materials meet. It’s about picking 
safe bathroom floor tile: “Anytime the 
size of the tile is bigger than the size of 
your foot, it’s pretty much a slip hazard 
when you step out of the shower,” Bar-
nard says. She suggests choosing small 
tiles, since those require more grout, 
which creates more traction.

Why Some People Are Reluctant 
to Adapt

Despite its obvious benefits, universal 
design can still be a hard sell.

“No one wants to think about a less-
than-ideal future, when they may need 
help getting around and living in their 
home,” Barnard says. So rather than 
plan for tomorrow, she asks reluc-
tant clients to plan for today: “What 
would happen if one of your kids gets 
a sports injury and can’t make it up 
the stairs to the bedroom or bath-
room?” she asks them. Most people 
eventually see the light. “If the home 
is multistory, they’ll make at least the 
first floor accessible, so If and when it 
becomes necessary, things are already 
in place.”

© CTW Features

‘UNIVERSAL’ from 26
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house powerwashing tips
Powerwashing the exterior of the 

home can be an effective way 
to clean it in the spring and fall.

Powerwashing, also known as pres-
sure-washing, utilizes a high-velocity 
water spray to remove dirt and residue 
from the exterior surfaces of a home. 
It is frequently used on vinyl siding, 
concrete and sometimes wood decks to 
treat mildew and other growth that ac-
cumulates over time. 

Powerwashing can be a great way to 
remove grime without having to scrub by 
hand. But it requires a delicate touch to 
get it right. Sometimes it is best to leave 
the job to professionals. But homeowners 
willing to give it a go can try powerwash-
ing themselves, as various stores rent 
power washers.

The home improvement website Im-
proveNet says that, until very recently, 
pressure washers were almost exclusively 
commercial machines sold to profession-
als or rented to do-it-yourselfers. Lately 
manufacturers have targeted homeowners 
looking to buy with lightweight options. 
For those who see powerwashing as a 
routine venture, purchasing a unit may be 
worth the investment.

It is important to exercise caution when 
operating a powerwashing machine. The 
high-velocity spray can tear through skin. 
It is key to get a feel for the washer, and 
try less pressure first to get a handle on 
the magnitude of the tool.

Don safety gear prior to using a pres-
sure washer. Gloves, eye protection and 
ear protection can be handy. Most units 
will connect to a standard garden hose. 
Choose old clothing and expect to get wet. 
Never point a powerwasher hose at any-

one and do not attempt to rinse feet or 
hands in the spray. 

The renovation resource The Family 
Handyman suggests starting with a wide-
degree nozzle to test out the spray on the 
surface that needs to be cleaned. A 15- or 
25-degree nozzle is usually the wand for 
general cleaning and paint stripping with-
out damaging the surface of the home. Ex-
periment with an optimal distance of the 
washer wand to get the desired cleaning 
effects without causing any damage. Work 
using a horizontal and slightly downward 
angle to avoid driving water up under the 
siding of a home.

Avoid spraying any electric wires or 
components on the home. Also, try not to 

spray upward, and angle the spray away 
from doors, windows and vents.

Some washers have reservoirs that will 
hold a detergent solution. Choose the right 
detergent for the job. Keep in mind that 
cleansers containing bleach can damage 
surrounding plants, so they may need to 
be covered while the washing takes place.

Avoid the use of ladders when operat-
ing a powerwasher. The push-back from 
the wand can cause falls. Instead, opt for 
an extension wand to address the upper 
reaches of a home.

Powerwashing a home is an effective 
way to remove stubborn grime and refresh 
the look of a home’s exterior.

secrets to making your home look 
like you hired a design pro

It takes an eye for design to pull a 
room together — even with inspira-
tion — and make it both functional and 
attractive. While hiring an interior de-

signer is 
one way 
to go, 
home-
owners 
can use 
some 
of the 
tricks 
and 
tech-
niques 

Photo spreads in home design 
magazines can be awe-in-

spiring. Quite often homeowners 
wish they could lift the looks right 
off the pages of magazines and 
transform their own homes into 
picture-perfect retreats. 

the designers employ to do a remark-
ably good job of improving the interiors 
of their homes without such help.

Embrace texture
The colors used in a home can add 

impact, but designers often utilize vari-
ous textures to create aesthetic appeal. 
A single color scheme can be enhanced 
by various fabrics. Consider a leather 
sofa made more cozy with chenille pil-
lows next to a rustic side table. Figure 
out ways to incorporate a few different 
textures to add depth to the room.

Be careful with color
Many high-end homes showcase 

neutral shades that are enhanced by 
pops of color. If you like a rich, royal 

purple, leave room for other col-
ors as well. Add touches of purple 
in vases, throw pillows and other 
accessories.

Also, many designers work in 
shades of three for room colors. 
There may be one main color for 
walls, another color for larger ac-
cents, such as couches and chairs, 
and then a third color that pops in 
accessories such as flowers, pil-

lows and collectibles. These can be any 
colors, but the most muted tends to be 
the more abundant shade.

Add a bit of bling
Glittery items and metallics can add 

a touch of luxury feel to any space. A 
shiny table lamp, mirrors, a sparkling 
chandelier, and the like are easy ways 
to produce a high-end feel. Reflective 
surfaces also will cast light around the 
room, giving the illusion of a larger 
space.

Choose a big statement piece
Many homeowners make the mis-

take of filling a room with several small 
pieces of furniture that only contribute 
to clutter. Instead, look for a statement 
piece, which can be a cabinet, armoire 
or chaise. Mix and match large and 
small elements for a sense of balance.

Accessorize
Finish the room with accessories and 

flowers. When placing and hanging 
knickknacks and wall art, odd-num-
bered groupings often look the most 
cohesive and interesting. Experiment 
with different scales and heights for 
even more dimension.
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This design trend is coming back

Wood panel-
ing 
can add a 
rustic feel to 
a bathroom.Homeowners who may have been 

considering renovating their home to 
remove a design element they believe 
to be passé might want to see if that 
feature has experienced a resurgence in 
popularity. In fact, one of the more de-
rided home decor trends of yesteryear 
has slowly crept back into style, albeit in 
moderation.

Wood paneling is back and better than 
ever, advise many design professionals. 
It’s the formerly ugly duckling that filled 
homes starting in the 1950s, creating 
drab dens and faux-wood family rooms. 

Paneling had long been an element of 
choice because it is relatively easy to in-
stall and can camouflage problem walls 
in a home, like those covered in boister-
ous wallpaper prints. 

Wood paneling reach the peak of 
its popularity in the 1970s, and since 

Design trends come and go, but some have a funny way of 
resurfacing years after they first became popular. 

then homeowners have been tearing 
down these faux offenders for years 
or masking them in paint to brighten 
up spaces. However, the experts at 
Apartment Therapy report that wood 
paneling in shades of brown are making 
a comeback in cozy spots such as dens 
or studies. The warm tones of wood 
paneling elicit a retro vibe. But unlike 
their fake predecessors, today’s paneled 
walls are being outfitted in real wood, 
making them more eco-friendly and 
stylish than ever before. 

Designers have flocked to reclaimed 
wood and veneer panelings to incor-
porate them into design elements. And 
while wood paneling used to be hung 
vertically, designers now experiment 
with hanging paneling. 

Many people no longer use paneling to 
cover an entire space. Paneling is used 

sparingly as an accent wall or another 
feature for character. Wood walls can 
be stained in a rich mahogany to look 
upscale or be weathered and rustic.

Homeowners ready to re-embrace 
wood paneling can choose to enhance 
one wall in a room. Think about the 
space above a fireplace or a strip of wall 
behind a sitting chair and side table. 
Paneling also can serve as a headboard 
behind a bed in a master suite. Painted 
horizontally, paneling can add dimen-
sion and texture to walls, even in a 
bathroom.

Wood paneling is slowly making a 
comeback, proving that no design trend 
every truly goes away.
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Decks make for great gathering places when the 
weather permits. Decks are where many people 
spend their free time and eat their meals come 
spring and summer, when the temperatures climb 
and the sun sets well into the evening. But as sum-
mer turns to fall, homeowners must take measures 
to protect their decks from potentially harsh winter 
weather.

Inspect the deck for problems. Decks tend to be 
used more often in summer than any other time of 
year. That makes fall and early winter an ideal time 
to inspect for wear and tear and any additional is-
sues that may have cropped up throughout the sum-
mer. Damaged boards and loose handrails should 
be fixed before winter arrives, especially for home-
owners who plan to use their decks in winter. Fixing 
such issues in winter and even into spring may be 
difficult thanks to harsh conditions, so make good 
use of the relatively calm autumn weather to fix any 
issues on the deck.

Clear the deck of potted plants. Even homeown-
ers who intend to use their decks in winter should 
remove potted plants from the deck in the fall. The 
home improvement experts at HGTV note that mois-
ture can get trapped between deck boards and plastic, wood 
or ceramic containers in cold weather, and that can contrib-
ute to mildew, discoloration or decay.

Store unnecessary furniture. Homeowners who like to sit 
on their decks in winter will no doubt want to leave some 
furniture out over the winter. But those with lots of furniture 
for entertaining guests can likely move the majority of that 
furniture into a garage or shed for the winter. HGTV notes 
that doing so will prevent the potential formation of blemish-

Prepare your deck for winter
Homeowners often take steps to winter-

ize the interior of their homes in the 
weeks before winter’s arrival, but such 
efforts should extend to the outside of a 
home as well.

es on the deck that can result from inconsistent weathering.
Remove snow, but do so carefully. Prolonged contact with 

snow and ice can damage a deck. As a result, homeowners 
should clear snow from their decks when accumulation is 
significant. HGTV recommends using a snow blower on the 
deck to avoid scarring. If a shovel must be used, push snow 
with the planks to reduce the risk of damaging the deck.

Homeowners who take steps to protect their decks 
throughout the winter months can ensure these popular ar-
eas are ready once entertaining season returns in the spring.

Winter might not be condu-
cive to gardening, but the ar-
rival of cold weather does not 
necessarily mean a gardener’s 
work is done until the following spring. 
Taking steps to protect plants from 
winter weather is an important part 
of maintaining a healthy garden that 
thrives from year to year.

Timing is of the essence when winter-
izing a garden. The online gardening 
resource Get Busy Gardening!TM advises 
gardeners that the best time to winter-
ize is after the first hard freeze in the 
fall. A hard freeze occurs when tem-
peratures dip below freezing overnight. 
When that occurs, annual plants and 
vegetables are killed off and perennial 
plants, which grow back year after year, 
begin going dormant.

Better Homes and Gardens notes 
that perennials are the easiest plants 
to prepare for winter, as they require 
just a little cutting back and mulching 
to be safe from cold weather. But no 
two perennials are alike, so homeown-
ers should consult their local garden-

Protect your plants from winter weather
For the majority of gar-

dening enthusiasts, 
gardening is a warm 
weather activity. While 
some people live in cli-
mates that make it possi-
ble to enjoy gardening 
year-round, those who 
don’t often lament the 
end of the gardening sea-
son.

ing center for advice on how to prepare 
their particular perennials for the com-
ing months.

The steps necessary to winterize annu-
als depends on which type of annuals, 
cool- or warm-climate, you have. Cool-
climate annuals should be covered with 
polyspun garden fabric when light frost 
is in the forecast. In addition, Better 
Homes and Gardens recommends pull-
ing dead annuals and adding them to 
a compost pile after a killing frost. Any 
annuals that developed fungal disease 
should be discarded. Mulch annual 
beds with a three- to four-inch layer of 
chopped leaves or similar materials, 
spreading the mulch only two inches 
thick over self-sown seeds you want to 
germinate in the spring.

Warm-climate annuals also should 
be covered with polyspun garden fabric 
when light frost is expected. Seeds of 
cold-hardy annuals can be planted for 
extended winter bloom, while gardeners 
also can collect seeds of warm-weather 

plants that will breed true to type. 
Even though you’re winterizing, Better 
Homes and Gardens recommends that 
gardeners continue to weed and water 
their plant beds and plants while also 
keeping an eye out for pests. If organic 
mulch has decomposed or thinned out, 
replace it with a new layer.

Get Busy Gardening!TM notes that the 
bulbs of tender plants like dahlias and 
tuberous begonias can be dug up and 
overwintered in their dormant state. 
All dead foliage should be removed 
after the bulbs have been dug up, and 
the bulbs should be allowed to dry out 
a little before being stored. Container 
gardeners can overwinter their tender 
bulbs in their pots inside, but be sure to 
remove their foliage and store them in 
a dark, cool place that maintains tem-
peratures above freezing.

Winterizing may mark the end of 
gardening season, but it’s an important 
task that can ensure a healthy, beautiful 
garden next spring, summer and fall.
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