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By Patrick Kernan
pkernan@timesleader.com

CARBONDALE — A 
few miles north of Scran-
ton, located off a side road, 
itself off another side road 
in the city of Carbondale, 
is a recreational facility 
unlike any other in our 
area, because it’s focused 
on one thing: being a sup-
portive place for disabled 
veterans and fi rst respond-
ers.

Home base at Camp 
Freedom is a beautifully 
remodeled cabin, and it’s 
the fi rst thing visitors will 

notice as they emerge 
from a heavily forested dirt 
road on their way to the 
property. Pulling into the 
driveway, a Times Leader 
reporter was greeted by 
Matt Guedes, executive 
director of the facility.

Guedes said Camp Free-
dom has been open since 
January 2018, and since 
then has been focused on 
helping veterans and fi rst 
responders who are strug-
gling with either physical 
or mental disabilities, 
along with Gold Star 
Families. While the facil-
ity is open to anyone with 

disabilities, these groups 
serve as the target audi-
ences.

‘Breaking the pattern’
Their way of helping is 

a bit different from other 
nonprofi ts that are target-
ed at the same populations. 
Camp Freedom doesn’t 
provide physical therapy or 
psychiatric help; instead, 
it’s about offering a get-
away from the stressors of 
real life.

“Man, we do every-
thing,” Guedes said. “We 
hike, we bike, we walk, we 

Carbondale outdoors facility aims to help disabled veterans, 	 rst responders

Korean War vet wins top prize 
in national VA essay contest

Times Leader file photo
Joseph Barna, 89, a Korean Conflict Veteran, won the National Gold 
Medal in the Veteran Administration Creative Arts Contest for his 
essay ‘Tears.’

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Kyle Jones, a volunteer and veteran of the Navy, pilots one of the Camp Freedom Trex Wheelchairs out of the garage, to be used by a guest at the facility. These special 
chairs are designed to go over the terrain at the camp.

‘It 
saved 
me’

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Father and son Bruce Crane and Bruce Adam Crane, of Wisconsin, pose 
for a photo before going hunting at Camp Freedom in Carbondale. 
Both are Army veterans and the senior is suffering from muscle 
atrophy due to agent orange exposure. The elder Crane wouldn’t 
normally be able to hunt due to his disability. The younger Crane shot 
his first deer with a bow and arrow while on the trip and the father 
took down a 14 point buck.See FACILITY | 31E

By Bill O’Boyle
boboyle@timesleader.com

FREELAND — For 
years, Korean War veteran 
Joe Barna said he couldn’t 
cry — not even during the 
saddest of moments in his 
life.

Barna, 89, told of an 
emotional encounter with 
a fellow Korean War U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran that 

moved him to tears.
It was such a moving 

experience, Barna wrote 
an essay about the encoun-
ter and how he can now, 
fi nally, cry tears.

The essay, appropriately 
titled “Tears,” was cho-
sen as the National Gold 
Medal winning entry in 
the Veteran Administration 
Creative Arts Contest.

Barna was invited to 

attend the National Cre-
ative Arts Festival, held 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
Oct. 30 thru Nov 3., where 
he received his fi rst place 
award — the best of 
regional winners from the 
140 VA hospitals nation-
wide.

“The essay talks about 
the many years that I 
couldn’t cry,” Barna said. 

See ESSAY | 13E



VETERANS DAY Times Leader2E    Monday, November 11, 2019

By Bill O’Boyle
boboyle@timesleader.com

KINGSTON — The 
2019 Wyoming Valley 
Veterans Day parade was 
held on Sunday, Nov. 
10, and honored Non-
Commissioned Officers 
(NCOs) and Chief Petty 
Officers (CPOs).

You can read more 
about it on the front 
page of today’s main 
edition, but here is 
background on the event 
itself, and those hon-
ored.

The Parade Commit-
tee named this year’s 
Parade Grand Marshall 
— MSG John P. Karpov-
ich, PAARNG.

A pre-parade brunch 
was held at the VFW 
Post 283, Wyoming 
Avenue, Kingston.

Charlie Luce, COL, 
MP, USA, Ret., Parade 
Committee Secretary, 
said Rear Adm. Linda 
Wackerman, ret., and 
MSG Karpovich spoke at 
the brunch.

Luce said the Parade 
Committee worked in 
partnership with the 
South Wilkes-Barre Resi-
dents Association and 
Steve Taren from Wet 
Paint Printing & Design 
to hold the Veteran’s 
Day Parade 5-K Walk/
Run.

The 5-K was held on 
Sunday, Nov. 3, at Miner 
Park in South Wilkes-
Barre.

Karpovich, of Luzerne 
County, was recently 
presented with the 
Pennsylvania Veterans 
Service Medal at Fort 
Indiantown Gap — the 
first soldier to ever 
receive this award.

The medal was pre-
sented by the Adjutant 
General of the Pennsyl-
vania National Guard, 
Major General Anthony 
J. Carrelli, during a 
ceremony in December 
2018.

The Pennsylvania 
Veterans Service Award 
was authorized by Gov. 
Tom Wolf in 2017. The 
award recognizes indi-
vidual achievements in 
support of Pennsylvania 
veterans.

“I was totally honored 
to be selected as the first 
recipient of the Pennsyl-
vania Veterans Service 
Medal,” Karpovich said.

Karpovich is the son 
of Anthony and Nancy 
Karpovich of Hanover 
Township. He currently 
resides in Hunlock 
Creek with his wife 
Tavelynn and their two 
children, Georgia, 18, 
and Hailey, 15.

Karpovich said he 
got involved with the 
AMVETS, American 
Legion, Wyoming Val-
ley Veterans Day Parade 
Committee, and NEPA 
Veterans Multi-Care Alli-
ance because a veteran 
asked him.

“I saw what these 
organizations do for 
their fellow members, 
as well as how they give 
back to the commu-
nity,” Karpovich said. “I 
wanted to be a part of 
that and help make a dif-
ference.”

Karpovich said he 
feels fortunate to have 
had the opportunity 
to get to know World 
War II and Korean War 
veterans because of his 
involvement in the vet-
erans organizations. He 

said he has connected 
with the veterans com-
munity and feels he is a 
better person for it.

“My wife, children, 
and family always sup-
port me and understand 
when I take time away 
to attend meetings,” 
Karpovich said. “They 
also attend many vet-
erans events with me. 
My wife, children, and 
parents were able to be 
there and witness me 
being presented the 
medal. I am honored 
to be able to serve the 
veterans of our commu-
nity.”

Active in 109th Field 
Artillery

Karpovich said he 
developed many rela-
tionships and became 
involved with multiple 
veterans service organi-
zations while assigned 
to the 109th Field Artil-
lery in Wilkes-Barre. 
Even though his military 
service would find him 
stationed outside the 
Wyoming Valley, he 
maintained his commit-
ment to the veterans 
in his community and 
beyond.

Karpovich is cur-
rently stationed at Fort 
Indiantown Gap, where 

he serves as the Joint 
Force Headquarters, G1 
Operations Sergeant.

Karpovich has been 
an active member of the 
Wyoming Valley Veter-
ans Day Parade Com-
mittee for 19 years, is a 
life member of AMVETS 
Post 59 in Hanover 
Township, member of 
American Legion Post 
395 in Kingston for 18 
years, serves on the 
board of directors for 
the Northeastern PA 
Veterans Multi-Care Alli-
ance, and is a member 
of the Honorary First 
Defenders in Allentown.

Rear Adm. Linda 
Wackerman

Wackerman grew 
up in Key Biscayne, 
Florida. She is a gradu-
ate from Metropolitan 
State College in Denver, 
Colorado, with a B.S. 
in Aerospace Science, 
M.A. with Pennsylva-
nia State University in 
Homeland Security, and 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology Seminar 
XXI alumni. She was 
designated a Naval Avia-
tor in October 1987.

Her active duty tours 
include HC-3, the Fleet 
Replacement Squadron 
(FRS); and fleet tour 

assignment with HC-11, 
NASNI, California flying 
the H-46D and deployed 
to WESTPAC. Wacker-
man was assigned to 
shore duty with VT-6 
and the Instructor Train-
ing Unit, NAS Whiting 
Field, Florida instruct-
ing flight training in the 
T-34C Mentor. Her Full 
Time Support (FTS) 
officer duty assignments 
were both at NAS JRB 
Willow Grove, Pennsyl-
vania, as the Assistant 
Reserve Program Direc-
tor for 2,300 reservists 
and flying the UC-12B; 
and VR-52, flying the 
C-9B/DC-9 providing 
world-wide fleet logis-
tics support.

Wackerman became 
a Selected Reservist 
(SELRES) with VR-52 
in June 1999 where she 
became the Command-
ing Officer of VR-52. 
Subsequent SELRES 
tours include training 
officer of Navy Reserve 
Capabilities Assessment 
Unit (OPNAV N8) in the 
Pentagon, Washington, 
D.C. She served as the 
Commanding Officer 
for Navy Reserve, Com-
mander, Navy Region 
Mid Atlantic, Region 
Operations Center 
(ROC) in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. She then served 
as Commanding Officer, 
Navy Reserve, Chief 
of Naval Operations 
(CNO), Operations and 
Planning N3/N5 unit 
in the Pentagon, Wash-
ington, D.C. She was 
assigned as Navy Emer-
gency Preparedness Liai-
son Officer (NEPLO) for 
the state of Pennsylvania 
and Deputy Commander 
for the NEPLO Program 

at Commander, Navy 
Installations Command 
(CNIC). She then served 
as the Commander, NR 
CNIC NEPLO leading 
the NEPLO Program; 
and COS for the WNY 
Shooting.

Her flag assignments 
include Reserve Deputy 
Director, Assessment 
Division, OPNAV 
N81 and Deputy, 
Naval Inspector Gen-
eral, and Deputy Com-
mander USNAVSO and 
FOURTH Fleet.

Rear Admiral Wacker-
man’s personal military 
decorations include 
the Legion of Merit 
(4th Award), Merito-
rious Service Medal 
(3rd Award), Navy 
and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal 
(2nd award), Navy 
and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal 
(3rd award). She was 
selected as 2005 Fed-
eral Women and 1995 
NAS JRB Willow Grove 
Women of the Year. She 
is a 757/767 Internation-
al Pilot with American 
Airlines where she has 
accumulated over 5,400 
military and 10,000 
civilian flight hours. She 
continues to serve as the 
Navy Representative for 
Secretary of Defense’s 
Reserve Forces Policy 
Board, an appointed 
Professional Standards 
National Volunteer for 
Allied Pilots Association 
for all American Air-
lines’ Pilots, an Execu-
tive Board Member for 
the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Washington Crossing 
Council and the YMCA 
of Bucks County.

Veterans parade honorees in focus

Karpovich Wackerman

Bill O’Boyle

Beyond the Byline

We can never thank our veterans enough

WILKES-BARRE — Where would we all be if it 
weren’t for veterans?

We sure wouldn’t be living in a free country 
where we can speak freely, worship freely and 
always feel safe.

That’s why we should always shake the hand of a 
veteran and thank them for their service. It’s a big 
deal, really.

For as long as I can remember, I wondered what 
happened to my father in World War II. Why he 
lost his right leg and why he had to go through life 
wearing a wooden leg that was both difficult to 
move with and drew attention to him.

Dad never wore his courage on his sleeve. Like 
all veterans, he was called to serve his country and 
went into battle willingly. Veterans knew what was 
at stake. They knew what could lie ahead. They 
were filled with fear and uncertainty, but they went 
forward — they met the enemy and they won.

In battle after bloody battle, our guys won. Our 
freedoms were preserved. So many lives were lost, 
yet more came to battle.

Veterans are special people, indeed. Patriotism 
is in their blood, Loyalty to country is part of their 
DNA. Call it courage, bravery, commitment — they 
all had it and they accepted the task at hand.

How else can you explain all those GIs on those 
landing boats on D-Day? Standing there, weapons 
in hand, waiting for the gate to open to charge the 
beach and run to meet a waiting enemy. They all 
knew that many of them would never return to 
their homes and families and friends and communi-
ties. Yet they ran to meet the enemy.

It’s chilling to try to put yourself in their shoes. 
Young soldiers — 18, 19, 20 years old — charged 
with the responsibility of fighting for our freedoms. 
They must win, they must fight, they must, in so 
many cases, die on those battlefields.

It was the same in every war America has fought 
in — the stakes were always the same. History 
reads of bloody battles, thousands of lives lost, 
freedoms preserved.

Never a doubt. Never a question. Never a dis-
obeyed order. Soldiers fought. Soldiers died. Victo-
ries were won. Freedoms preserved.

We can’t ever thank them enough. Those that 
died in defense of their country hold a special place 
in our hearts. They gave it all for us. And those 
who returned, wounded, scarred — we owe them 
too. We will never know or understand what they 

went through. We will never feel what they felt on 
those battlefields. We will never know what it was 
like to meet the enemy in battle — to kill or be 
killed.

So to honor veterans with a parade or a hand-
shake and a thank you is the least we can do. To 
stand along the parade route, holding an American 
flag is a symbol — a message — to all veterans that 
we love them, we respect them and we thank them 
for all they have done for us.

Veterans are proud of their service, as they 
should be. We should be even more proud that they 
served in the military for us. They defended their 
country — our country. They fought for it. They 
fought for us.

And they would do it again and again — for us.
My dad kept his story inside for most of his life. 

It was near the end of his life that he decided to tell 
me what happened on that day. How he ran onto 
the beach, up a hill, firing his weapon as the enemy 
fired back. And then he woke up in a MASH unit. 

He was told his right leg was gone. Dad’s response 
was, “I guess I’m going home.”

He came home, got fitted for his wooden pros-
thesis, and got a job. He served his community. He 
joined every veterans organization he could find. 
He attended every veterans ceremony held every 
year.

Dad never forgot. He knew, despite the loss of his 
right leg, that he was one of the lucky ones to come 
home alive. He knew thousands never made it back. 
Dad never forgot that and he always honored veter-
ans.

That’s why I’ll be on the roadside to watch those 
proud veterans go by. I’ll wave and I will feel proud. 
And every veteran I encounter, I will thank each 
and shake their hand. Dad would like that.

Celebrate our veterans every day.
If not for them, we wouldn’t be able to enjoy 

every moment of freedom that we all have.

Reach Bill O’Boyle at 570-991-6118 or on Twitter @TLBillOBoyle, or 
email at boboyle@timesleader.com.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Lt. Col. James H. Harvey, a Tuskegee Airman, talks with a neighbor and childhood friend Ivan Pettit on his final day of traveling through 
Northeast Pennsylvania in May. Harvey grew up in Nuangola and lived in Wilkes-Barre and was a part of the first all-African American 
military pilot team to fight in World War II. During his four-day return to the area he spoke about his time as an airman, and was honored 
with a final celebration at the American Legion 781 in Mountain Top.
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In honor of Veterans Day, the parents of one 
Wyoming County serviceman shared their his 
thoughts with the Times Leader about their 
son’s time in the military, and what the day 
means to them.

NAME: Connor Jenkins
AGE: 20
BRANCH: United States Marine Corps
JOB: Field radio operator
MOM AND DAD: Meg and Brian Jenkins
HOMETOWN: Center Moreland

EDUCATION: Tunkhannock Area High 
School, 2017

WHAT LED CONNOR TO SIGN UP?
He always had an interest in law 

enforcement, the military.
At an early age Connor decided to 

serve the people by becoming a fi fth-gen-
eration volunteer fi refi ghter as a mem-
ber of the Northmoreland fi re company.

During high school he decided he 
wanted to serve his country. In Septem-
ber of his senior year he took us 

down and had us sign the papers for him to become 
a United States Marine.

ARE YOU A MILITARY FAMILY?
Not really in the immediate family, but we do 

have a niece in the Air Force.

WHEN DID HE ENLIST?
He graduated boot camp on Dec. 1, 2017. He 

then went to his MOS (Military Occupation Spe-
cialties) training and after that assigned his PDS 
(Permanent Duty Station) at Miramar (California).

WHAT IS IT LIKE BEING A MILITARY 
MOM?

It really is a mix of extreme pride, but also fear 
with him so far away.

DO YOU GET TO SPEAK TO HIM OFTEN?
Well, when he’s on ship it’s emails only.

DOES VETERANS DAY MEAN MORE TO 
YOU NOW?

Yes. All these (patriotic) days really do.

— As told to Roger DuPuis

Marine showed early interest in 
military, service to community

A MILITARY FAMILY’S VIEWS



VETERANS DAY Times Leader4E    Monday, November 11, 2019

BUYING
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS

Highest Prices Paid in Cash
Pick Up Available
570-574-1275

Also Buying USED Cars & Trucks
SELLING USED TIRES & BATTERIES $20.00 & UP

80
9

44
9

9
2

80939262

• Super Strong • Super Efficient
• Most energy efficient windows available!
• Limited Time Only • Call 570-824-7220

Super Sale on all Triple Pane
Harvey Elite Dealer Windows and 

Patio Doors with Krypton Gas!

ROOFING and SIDING  EXPERTS!

Window Sale!

80
93

98
09

A

80
94

53
38

80
94

37
69

A

275 Zerby Ave, Kingston | 570-288-2967 | Mon-Fri  3-Close • Sat/Sun  12-Close

Specials
•Monday - 65¢ Wings

•Tuesday - Mexican Night 

Wednesday & Sunday - Lobster 
Night. 5 Sizes to Choose From

•Thursday - Clam & Shrimp NightVisit Facebook for our full 
menu, specials & events

Great Food, Great Friends, Great Fun
A True Irish Pub

Kitchen and Bar Open 7 Days a Week
Sunday NFL Headquarters. All Games. 14 TVs

80
94

39
29

80944899

A veteran and a scholar
By Roger DuPuis
rdupuis@timesleader.com

SCRANTON — Lack-
awanna College Presi-
dent Mark Volk under-
stands the needs of the 
veterans in his student 
population.

That’s because he is a 
veteran himself.

Volk spent 26 years in 
the U.S. Army, retiring 
with the rank of colo-
nel, before entering the 
world of academia.

He respects that many 
of the college’s students, 
including veterans, 
increasingly seek educa-
tion which is relevant to 
the world of work and 
will help their employ-
ability. Many, especially 
the veterans, appreci-
ate an education that is 
relatable and usable.

“It’s about experiential 
learning versus book 
learning,” he said during 
a recent interview. “Peo-
ple now want to make a 

difference.”
For Volk, helping 

move the college in that 
direction has been the 
capstone of a long and 
distinguished career.

Volk, an Easton native, 
is the son of a World 
War II veteran who 
joined the U.S. Marines 
in 1945.

“I kind of grew up 
with the idea of service 
to the nation,” he said. 
“I also knew in my mind 
that I wanted to be an 
officer.”

Volk earned a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in 
History from the Univer-
sity of Scranton in 1977.

He said a chance 
encounter with a friend 
on the rifle team led him 
to ROTC and then to the 
military. That friend was 
Ray Angeli — whose 
career in many respects 
mirrored his own, and 
who was Volk’s prede-
cessor as Lackawanna’s 
president.

Volk entered the mili-
tary thinking he would 
serve for two or three 
years.

“But then it all kind 
of clicked for me,” he 
recalled. “I loved the 
community, the mis-
sion.”

That mission would 
take him to diverse 
corners of the world, 
and lead to increasingly 
important roles.

As his official college 
biography points out, 
Volk served in a variety 

of command and staff 
positions at home and 
overseas.

He also trained as a 
Middle East/North Afri-
ca Foreign Area Officer 
(FAO) regional special-
ist studying Arabic at 
the Defense Language 
Institute, the bio adds, 
and is also a graduate 
of the Department of 
State Foreign Service 
Institute, Tunisia, where 
he continued his Arabic 
studies and traveled 
extensively throughout 

the Middle East and 
North Africa.

The transition to aca-
demia, again, was one 
where Angeli played a 
role, acting as a mentor 
when Volk was teaching 
in the 1980s, and even-
tually drawing him to 
Lackawanna.

Volk was appointed 
to the position of Vice 
President of Planning 
and Operations in 2004 
and then was promoted 
to Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the College in 
2007. He succeeded 
Angeli in 2012.

Under Volk’s tenure, 
the student body has 
grown 26%, to about 
1,860, he said.

Lackawanna has many 
programs to benefit 
veterans, and Volk said 
that thanks to that and 
their benefits, many can 
attend for almost no 

cost.
He also encourages 

them to be active mem-
bers of the student com-
munity, from classroom 
to clubs and groups.

Volk is in the process 
of transitioning into 
retirement on a high 
note, and also had words 
of wisdom and admira-
tion for those who serve 
the nation, like himself, 
this Veterans Day.

“We all serve for dif-
ferent reasons, and at 
different times, from 
different cultures, but 
we all have a common 
bond,” Volk said. “We all 
at one point raised our 
hands and took an oath.”

“Veterans Day is an 
opportunity to acknowl-
edge the debt we all owe 
to those who served, 
including those of us 
who also served.”

Times Leader file photo
Mark Volk, president of Lackawanna College, is seen at his office.

Times Leader file photo
Lackawanna College President Mark Volk is seen at his desk. Volk 
is a veteran who served 26 years in the U.S. Army, retiring as a 
colonel.

Lackawanna College President 
Mark Volk, an Army veteran, 
talks about vets on campus
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Looking for a great job in a relaxed environment?

Keystone Blind Association is actively seeking to fill a Part-Time 
Rest Area Attendant position in the Nuangola/Dorrance, PA area.

Preference in hiring individuals with disabilities and/or veterans.

www.keystoneblind.org
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Cartwright listens to concerns of veterans at event
By Bill O’Boyle
boboyle@timesleader.com

KINGSTON — Pete 
Kondrosky said he knows 
several military veterans 
living under bridges in 
Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia.

Kondrosky, founder and 
chairman of the Susque-
hanna Valley Military 
Affairs Council, was at 
Friday’s “Coffee with Vet-
erans,” hosted by U.S. Rep. 
Matt Cartwright at the 
Black Diamond American 
Legion, 386 Wyoming 
Ave., Kingston.

Kondrosky and about 25 
other veterans took advan-
tage of the opportunity to 
let Cartwright know what 
issues they are confronted 
with in hopes that the 
congressman can help find 
solutions.

Kondrosky said he was 
going to ask Cartwright if 
funding can be allocated to 
create spaces in buildings 
— churches, large vacant 
buildings — for dormito-
ries for homeless veterans.

“I’d like to see more pro-
grams to distribute needed 
items to homeless veter-
ans,” Kondrosky said. “We 
can have programs, like 
free haircuts to those who 
need them. We need to do 
more for our veterans.”

“As a member of the 
House Appropriations 
Committee, I was honored 
to join the Subcommittee 
on Military Construc-
tion & Veterans Affairs in 
2019,” said Cartwright, 
D-Moosic. “This as a 
unique opportunity to lead 
on the issues affecting 
veterans in our district and 
in the rest of Pennsylvania, 
which is proudly home to 
more than 800,000 men 
and women who have 
served our country.”

Cartwright said since 
America’s founding, ser-

vice members have made 
countless sacrifices to keep 
families safe.

“In return, our nation 
owes veterans an invalu-
able debt, and our govern-
ment has a unique respon-
sibility to care for them 
when they come home,” 
Cartwright said.

Friday’s event was Cart-
wright’s 22nd of an ongo-
ing series of events he has 
held across Pennsylvania’s 
8th Congressional District 
this year.

Sean Sweeney, a U.S. 
Navy veterans from 
Shavertown, agreed, add-
ing that more funding is 
needed for programs like 
suicide prevention.

“We also need more 
money to fund re-integra-
tion programs for veterans 
returning from overseas 
deployments,” Sweeney 
said. “And we need to 
make those programs 
easier to access.”

Thomas Rusak of 
Hanover Township, a 
U.S. Army veteran, told 
Cartwright that he is an 
alcoholic who has been 
sober for 20 years and 
he credited the programs 
offered at the VA Hospital 
for helping him.

The VA Hospital is a 
great asset for this region,” 
Rusak said.

Rusak was also con-
cerned about parking 
at the hospital. He was 
told that the VA plans to 
construct a multi-level 
parkade, but Rusak said 
that could take years. He 
suggested Cartwright pro-
pose the VA rent spaces at 
the Wyoming Valley Mall 
for employees to free up 
space for veterans.

U.S. Army Signal Corps 
veteran Steve Radzinski of 
Kingston told Cartwright 
that he has concerns about 
the direction the country 

is going regarding its treat-
ment of the military.

“Our intelligence gather-
ing is being degraded,” 
Radzinski said. “There 
doesn’t seem to be the 
respect on the part of the 
current administration.”

William Uggiano, a U.S. 
Navy veteran from Wilkes-
Barre, said the U.S. seems 
to be retreating from the 
rest of the world.

“How can we lead 
from behind?” Uggiano 
said. “How can we exert 
our influence around the 
world?’

Uggiano, whose son 
survived a shooting, said 
he is concerned about gun 
violence and the types of 
weapons available to crimi-
nals.

Ben Gorda of Swoyers-
ville said he wants to see 
more done to crack down 
on the flow of illegal drugs 
into the country.

“More and more drug 
dealers are coming to our 
area,” Gorda said. “And 
we are seeing more people 
becoming victims of gun 
violence.”

Rich Pries, commander 
of the Black Diamond 
American Legion, said 
he was pleased that Cart-
wright was on hand to talk 
to veterans.

“Anytime we can host 
an event that addresses 
the concerns of veterans, 
we are honored to do so,” 
Pries said.

Mary Moczulski of 
Shavertown said she was 
there to ask about the 
national health care bill 
that is expected to be 
rolled out in December.

“I’m married to a vet-
eran,” she said. “I want to 
know how that health bill 
will affect veterans.”

Two local Armed Forces 
recruiters — Staff Sgt, 

Gregory Guido and Sgt. 
1st Class Jose Longoria 
— said that they are sign-
ing up recruits every day. 
Guido said incentives like 
benefits for college help 
convince young people to 
enter the military.

Jim Spagnola, director 
of the Luzerne County Vet-
erans Affairs, said the face-
to-face meeting between 

veterans and Cartwright is 
effective.

“It’s best that Congress-
man Cartwright hears 
the concerns of veterans 
directly from the veter-
ans,” Spagnola said. “If 
he is going to be making 
decisions about veterans, 
it’s best that he hears the 
concerns directly from the 
veterans.”

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
U.S. Rep. Matt Cartwright, D-Moosic, talks with Steve Radzinski 
at the Black Diamond American Legion during ‘Coffee with 
Cartwright’ on Friday.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
U.S. Rep. Matt Cartwright shakes hands with Thomas Rusak at the Black Diamond American Legion during “Coffee with Cartwright” on 
Friday.
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SKILLED LABORER/APPRENTICES WANTED
•	Well	established	gutter	installation	company	in	the	Wyoming	
Valley	seeking	skilled	laborers/apprentices.	

•	We	currently	have	openings	for	motivated	individuals	with	
proven	track	record	with	previous	employers.	

•	Must	have	references	and	valid	PA	driver’s	license,	be	willing	
to	submit	to	drug	testing	as	well	as	have	transportation	to	
work	daily.	

•	Applicants	will	be	expected	to	work	at	high	elevations	in	
various	weather	conditions	and	have	general	construction	
knowledge	as	well	as	being	able	to	work	well	with	others	
as	a	team.

Gutter ProTech®
Self-Cleaning GuttersTM

www.gutterprotech.com

Contact negutrpro@yahoo.com or call 570-256-7276
Northeast Gutter Pro  570-256-7276

80945340

WE PROuDLy SuPPORT OuR VETERANS. 
ThANK yOu FOR yOuR SERVICE.

E6
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Pittston Twp. native Suchecki re� ects on his service
A VETERAN’S VIEWS

In honor of Veterans Day, one Luzerne County serviceman 
shared his thoughts with the Times Leader about his time in 
the military, and what the day means to him.

NAME: Sgt. Kevin Suchecki
AGE: 31
HOMETOWN: Pittston Township
PARENTS: Diane and Ed Suchecki
EDUCATION: Pittston Area High School class of 2006, 

Bloomsburg University

TIME IN THE MILITARY: I have been in the Army 
Reserves since 2012 in the military police.

WHY DID YOU ENLIST?
I joined because I feel everyone has an obligation to serve 

their country in some type of capacity, so I chose the military.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR SERVICE.
I’ve been deployed to Guantanamo Bay Cuba twice. While 

I was there I worked in the detention facility where detainees 
are held.

WHAT DOES VETERANS DAY MEAN TO 
YOU? 

Veterans day means to me that I represent a 
group of individuals who have fulfi lled their 
obligations and took an oath to uphold.

In my situation I am somewhat younger 
than what most think of when they think 
of veterans, so I feel I represent a younger 
generation of veterans who may be facing 
different issues than veterans in the past, but some 
issues are the same.

 — As told to Roger DuPuis

Pittston Twp. native Suchecki re� ects on his service

Sgt. Kevin Suchecki’s grandfathers, who both served in the 
Navy, are seen in their uniforms — Lawrence Kelly, left, and 
Joseph Suchecki.

80945391

THE 

Taxidermy 
Studio

80946235

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR VETERANS. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE.THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU F

PROUD SU
THANK YOU THANK YOU 

Please bring 

in or mention 

this ad and 

ask for your 

Veterans 

Discount

401 S. Main St., Taylor, PA 18517
570-362-8352

ken@thetaxidermystudio.net 401 S Main St. • Taylor, PA 18517 • 570-562-0301
•MON CLOSED •TUES-FRI 12-9 PM •SAT 9 AM-12 PM •SUN 6-9 PM

WELCOME TO LONESOME ROAD ARCHERY
THE ARCHERY SALES AND REPAIR SHOP IN LACKAWANNA COUNTY. 

PRO SHOP / INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE / SHOOTING INSTRUCTION / DART 3D RANGE 

• Group or individual reservations can be made for computerized
    3-d shootinG system lessons. 
• We can host your birthday parties, social or church events.
    call for more information.
• shop all the brands from matheWs, mission, pse, hoyt, raven, and excaliber.
• We can tune, repair and fletch arroWs.
• all repairs - major and minor

80946236

Thank You 
For Your 
Service.

WELCOME TO LONESOME ROAD ARCHERY

  LONESOME ROAD ARCHERY IS A FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS, 
CATERING TO BOWHUNTERS AND TARGET SHOOTERS.

lonesome road archery
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Because pets are family too!

3 Main Street
Dallas, PA 18612

Phone: 570-675-1141
Fax: 570-674-6516

* Specialized Doses *
* Unique Forms *

* Large Selection of Flavors *
* We honor competitor’s coupons *

* Featuring Green Roads and Charlotte’s Web *
* Veterinary compounding done on premises *

* Free Local Delivery *
* 10% o� all CBD products through the end of the year *80945843

The Wall That Heals is coming to Tunkhannock

Sta�  Report

TUNKHANNOCK — It 
drew thousands of visitors 
to Plymouth in September, 
and a moving memorial 
to America’s Vietnam War 
dead will return to North-
eastern Pennsylvania next 
spring.

The Wall That Heals, a 
three-quarter scale replica 
of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, 
D.C., is scheduled to be 
displayed in Tunkhannock 
from April 30 to May 3, 
2020, along with a 
mobile education center.

The exhibit will be on 
display at Tunkhannock 
Area football fi eld and will 
be open 24 hours a day and 
free to the public.

Sheldon-Kukuchka 
Funeral Home, Inc. is 
leading the effort that 
will bring the exhibit to 
Tunkhannock.

The Wall That Heals 
honors the more than three 
million Americans who 
served in the U.S. Armed 
forces in the Vietnam War 
and it bears the names 
of the 58,276 men and 
women who made the ulti-
mate sacrifi ce in Vietnam.

“The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund is pleased 
to bring The Wall That 
Heals mobile

exhibit to Tunkhannock 
to allow local veterans and 
their family members a 
chance to experience

The Wall and honor and 
remember those who have 
served and sacrifi ced,” said 
Jim Knotts,

president and CEO of 
VVMF.

Community support is 
needed to bring The Wall 
That Heals to Tunkhan-
nock. More than 100 
volunteers will be needed 

to set up and take down 
the replica Wall, staff the 
exhibit and guide visitors 
24 hours a day. Financial 
and in-kind donations are 
also needed to help sup-
port this community event.

“It is with great pride 
that we welcome an 
extraordinary traveling rep-
lica of the Vietnam Memo-
rial Wall to our hometown 
of Tunkhannock. I fi rmly 
believe that the community 
deserves the opportunity 
to say thank you to some 
of the bravest Americans 
who have ever lived,” 
said Louis Marcho of the 

Sheldon-Kukuchka Funeral 
Home, Inc.

To learn more about 
how you can help the 
effort, please call or email 
Marcho at 570-836-3321 
or twtunkhannock@gmail.
com.

Donations can be made 
to the First National 
Bank in Tunkhannock, 
checks can be made pay-
able to “The Wall That 
Heals Tunkhannock” or 
mailed to 73 W. Tioga St. 
Tunkhannock, Pa.

Local sponsors that have 
already stepped forward 
to support the event is the 

SheldonKukuchka Funeral 
Home, Inc., Black Walnut 
American Legion, and 
Dennis Strong Post 510.

School and youth groups 
are encouraged to visit 
The Wall That Heals. 
Trained staff from VVMF 
will be on site to provide 
free educational tours of 
the exhibits. Tours can be 
customized based on ages 
so visitors can learn about 
the history of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, hear 
stories of those who served 
in Vietnam and learn about 
the impact of the Vietnam 
War on America.

Times Leader file photo
Julianna Blaylock an Outreach Manager with Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund speaks to Wyoming Valley West students about the names on The Wall That Heals on Sept. 5 in Plymouth.
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80944003

WE SALUTE
OUR TROOPS 
& VETERANS

MUNDY ST., WILKES-BARRE, PA. 
FREE  

ALTERATIONS
VISA, MC, DISCOVER, AMER. EXPRESS

(JUST BELOW THE MALL)

PHONE (570) 823-8612
MON, THURS 9-8

TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 9-6
CLOSED SUNDAY

80944266

Thank You To Our Veterans 
For Your Service. 

80945591

KunKle Motors
1010 Kunkle Rd, Dallas, PA 18612 

(570) 675-1546 
Mon - Fri, 8 - 5 | Sat, 8 - 12 

CLOSED SUNDAY
email: saabsrus1@aol.com

In Business 
For 54 Years!

Now servicing 
all makes and 

models!

 IN HONOR OF ALL VETERANS, INCLUDING THOSE IN MY FAMILY, 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE.
WEST WYOMING

DALLAS

One of the �nest sub-divisions on 
the West Side. Quite streets, no 
outside tra�c, well maintained 
houses, manicured lawns.

MLS# 19-6157     $169,500

This beautiful multi-unit provides 
a funded retirement and an extra 
lovely apartment for extended 
family. Very private back yard is 
setting for in-ground pool!
MLS# 19-4864    $239,000

(Remember, Market Analysis is always free, just call.)
80946003

SOLD!

Countless Thanks to

Our Veterans
Countless Thanks to

Our Veterans

Iron Cowboy Gun Shop has become the best place in the Luzerne County 
area to find the best brands and selection of top-quality products.

5 Ferry St, Nanticoke, PA 18634
(570) 733-2042

Special prices 

on certain 

firearms

WE BUY
VINTAGE

FIREARMS!

Special prices 

on certain 

firearms

WE BUY
VINTAGE

FIREARMS!
on certain 

firearms
VINTAGE

FIREARMS!
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Trump

Trump to kick o�  NYC Veterans 
Day Parade and o� er tribute
By Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
will speak at the opening 
ceremony of the New York 
City Veterans Day Parade 
today, organizers and the 
White House announced.

United War Veterans 
Council Chairman Douglas 
McGowan said Trump will 
offer a tribute to veterans 
ahead of the 100th annual 
parade. While presidents 
have always been invited, 
McGowan said that, as far 
as he knows, Trump is the 
fi rst to accept.

The Republican presi-

dent was born in Queens 
and his brand has long 
been synonymous with the 
city.

During the 1990s, he 
pledged $200,000 and 
offered to raise money 
from friends in exchange 
for being named the 
parade’s grand marshal, 
The New York Times 
reported at the time. He 
also donated toward the 
creation of the city’s Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.

“This is a day when we 
put politics aside to focus 
on honoring our veterans, 
and to re-commit ourselves 
as a community to provid-
ing them with the services 

they have earned, the ser-
vices they deserve and, for 
many, the services they 
were denied,” McGowan 
said in a statement.

More than 25,000 
parade participants, 
including veterans, active-
duty military personnel 
and their supporters, are 
expected to march along 
Fifth Avenue during this 
year’s event.

In addition to speaking 
at the kickoff event, Trump 
will lay a wreath at the 
Eternal Light memorial 
in Madison Square Park, 
White House spokesman 
Judd Deere said.
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570-655-2100

www.ActionLiftInc.com

1 MEMCO DRIVE PITTSTON, PA

SALES – SERVICE – RENTALS – PARTS
TRAINING – DOCK & DOOR INSTALLATION

80
94

57
02

A Humble Thank You For Your 
Service To All Our Local Veterans.

Christie Bonnice, CLU
State Farm Agent - Wilkes-Barre, PA

570-235-1689

80945704

Family 
Owned 

and 
Operated 

Since 1982

BBB Certi�cate of 
Commendation
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Many o� er special deals for veterans today
Sta�  Report

Several businesses in 
our area have promised 
special deals for veterans 
this Veterans Day, includ-
ing restaurants, conve-
nience stores and even the 
Luzerne County Transpor-
tation Authority. If you’re 
a veteran or an active mili-
tary member, read how to 
take advantage of the deals 
below.

Applebees Grill + Bar 
- 253 Wilkes Barre Town-
ship Blvd, Wilkes-Barre

Veterans and active 
duty military can select a 
free entree from a special 
menu on Nov. 11. Only 
valid after 11 AM and is 
for dine-in customers only. 
No reservations will be 
accepted.

Buffalo Wild Wings 
- 119 Bear Creek Blvd, 
Wilkes-Barre

Free small wings and 
fries for active and retired 
armed services members 
on Nov. 11.

Chili’s Grill & Bar - 
375 Wyoming Valley Mall, 
Wilkes-Barre Township

All veterans and active-
duty military members can 
choose a free meal from a 
select menu on Nov. 11.

Cracker Barrel - 2320 
Wilkes Barre Township 
Blvd, Wilkes-Barre Town-
ship

Veterans and active duty 
military can enjoy a free 
slice of the Double Choco-

late Fudge Coca-Cola 
Cake, crafted coffee or tra-
ditional espresso beverage 
(iced or hot) on Nov. 11.

LCTA - The Luzerne 
County Transportation 
Authority will offer free 
rides on its fi xed bus 
routes to veterans and 
active duty military. Vet-
erans should show their 
military ID card, VA medi-
cal card or certifi cate of 
discharge.

LCTA’s interim execu-
tive director, Lee Horton, 
a Marine Corps vet, will 
host a meet and greet 
for veterans at the James 
F. Conahan Intermodal 
Transportation Center in 
downtown Wilkes-Barre 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Mon-
day, offering veterans a 
small token of apprecia-
tion.

IHOP - 770 Kidder St, 
Wilkes-Barre

On Nov. 11, veterans 
and active duty military 
can show proof of military 
service to receive free Red, 
White & Blue Pancakes 
with a combo of two eggs, 
hash browns and choice 
of two bacon strips or 
pork sausage links. Proof 
includes: US Uniformed 
Services ID Card, US Uni-
formed Services Retired 
ID Card, Current Leave 
and Earnings Statement 
(LES), veterans organiza-
tion card (i.e. American 
Legion, VFW, etc.), photo-

graph of self in US military 
uniform, wearing uniform, 
DD214, military dog tags, 
and citation or commenda-
tion.

Olive Garden - 561 
Arena Hub Plaza, Wilkes-
Barre

Veterans and active-duty 
military can enjoy a free 
entree from a special menu 
on Nov. 11.

Red Lobster - 10 East 
End Center, Wilkes-Barre

Free appetizer or des-
sert from a special menu 
on Nov. 11.

Sheetz - All locations
Sheetz invites all vet-

erans and active duty 
military personnel to enjoy 
a free 6 inch turkey sub 
and a regular size fountain 
drink at any of Sheetz’s 
596 store locations. Sheetz 
locations offering car 
washes will also provide a 
free car wash to veterans 
and active duty military. 
Military ID or proof of 
service must be presented 
to qualify.

Texas Roadhouse - 465 
Wilkes Barre Township 
Blvd, Wilkes-Barre Town-
ship

Free lunch from a spe-
cial menu on Nov. 11 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TGI Fridays - 880 Kid-

der St, Wilkes-Barre
Free entrees from a spe-

cial menu on Nov. 11 all 
day long.

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader

80944735A

Jack Carr,
CLU®, ChFC®, CASL®

Financial Advisor
570.408.9289
jack-carr.com
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Mohegan Sun Pocono Convention Center
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Sponsored By

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT PAHOMEPAGE.COM

80945564A

HS Poggi, REALTOR
28 Carverton Road, Shavertown, PA 18708

570-696-2600

HS Poggi, REALTOR
28 Carverton Road, Shavertown, PA 18708

570-696-2600

�ank You For Your Service!�ank You For Your Service!

Berkshire Hathaway

80
94

41
55

Buying & Selling I’m here to help!

Walter Belchick
Your Hometown Realtor

RYMER AUTO SPECIALISTS
Your Professional Service Center

Auto inspections, oil changes, batteries, & so much more.
Full diagnostics including electrical.

We have factory equipment.
Expert heating & air conditioning service.

515 Blackman St. Wilkes-Barre · 570 823-3284

80
94

49
04

A Supermarket of Mobile Home Parts 
Mobile Home Repairs • Financing & Credit Cards

24 Hour Plumbing & Heating
PA#047502

570-655-4050/570-655-7155
1-800-264-7796

USA
Sales & Service Co.

80946084
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Happy Veterans Day
30+ Years Rocking NEPA

Music Store | Concert Sound & Lighting | Lessons
In memory of Ross, Happy Birthday

You can help honor memory of local vets
Roger DuPuis
rdupuis@timesleader.com

HANOVER TWP. 
— You can help a local 
historical group honor the 
memory of area veterans 
next month.

Members of the Shaw-
nee Fort Chapter, Daugh-
ters of the American 
Revolution, are looking to 
honor veterans buried in 
Hanover Green Cemetery 
by placing festive greenery 
on graves for National 
Wreaths Across America 
Day on Dec. 14.

The chapter is seeking 
volunteers to sponsor the 
wreaths — they’re $15 
each — and to help place 
them on graves on the day 
of the ceremony.

“There are other DAR 
chapters in the area, and 
we’d love their support and 
participation — as well 
as the veterans groups, 
the Legions, anyone that 

wants to participate,” 
chapter member Kathleen 
Smith said Sunday as chap-
ter members and cemetery 
volunteers gathered at 
Hanover Green’s Spanish-
American War memorial 
to talk about the project.

Wreaths Across America 
coordinates wreath -laying 
ceremonies at more than 
1,600 locations across the 
United States, at sea and 
abroad, according to the 
nonprofi t group’s website. 
There is no cost for groups 
to participate, except for 
obtaining wreaths.

Anyone wishing to vol-
unteer or sponsor a wreath 
for Hanover Green can 
do so by visiting https://
tinyurl.com/hanovergreen-
wreaths.

As part of the event, 
there also will be ceremo-
nial wreaths laid in honor 
of the nation’s uniformed 
branches.

Cemetery Board Chair-

man Len Luba, a Vietam 
veteran who served in the 
Navy, will lay the wreath 
for his branch, while cem-
etery Treasurer Loren 
Keiser will lay the wreath 
honoring the Air Force, 
in which he served. Smith 
said a veteran of the for-
mer Women’s Army Corps 
will lay a wreath for the 
Army.

“Anyone sponsoring 
wreaths for this can desig-
nate at the cemetery who 
it’s for,” Luba said. “If they 
have a loved one buried 
here, their grave will be 
adorned with the wreath.”

A member of the Shaw-
nee Fort Chapter has 
participated with Wreaths 
Across America at Arling-
ton National Cemetery 
since 2016, Smith said — 
while area Girl Scouts held 
their own tribute last year 
by creating about 50 wood-
en fl ag holders for Hanover 
Green, Luba added — but 

this is the fi rst year the 
chapter and the cemetery 
have hosted the ceremony. 
Their goal for this year is 

300 wreaths.
“It’s great to do it all 

across the country, but we 
also wanted to do it here 

locally, at this historic cem-
etery, which is older than 
the country,” Smith said.

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader
Len Luba, chairman of the Hanover Green Cemetery Board, kneels at a memorial to Wayne B. Wolfkeil, 
a local Air Force pilot whose plane crashed in Laos during the Vietnam War, and whose remains were 
never located. More than 1,600 veterans are buried in the cemetery, where members of the Shawnee 
Fort Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, plan to lay wreaths in their memory next month 
for National Wreaths Across America Day.

Shawnee Fort DAR seeks volunteers for Hanover Green wreath laying
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From page 1E

Essay

“It was tearing me up 
inside.”

From the essay
In the essay, Barna 

talks about how some 
people lose the ability 
to make tears from time 
to time.

“I speak of tears,” 
Barna wrote. “Tear is 
such a beautiful, simple 
word that shows love, 
compassion, remem-
brance and yes, some-
times pain. My first 
tear came the day I was 
born. I imagine I was 
lying in my mother’s 
arms; maybe I was look-
ing up at my father, or 
the old-time doctor who 
delivered me. This day 
would be the first of 
many tearful days in my 
young life.”

Barna wrote that 
when I did something 
wrong as a child, or 
fell while playing, he 
was certain there were 
many tears flowing. 
Then, through his teen-
age years, as with most 
boys, the tears were 
kept inside.

Barna talked about 
tears he would see on 
other people’s faces — 
when he graduated from 
high school, entered the 
military, and at his wed-
ding with his beautiful 
wife, Eleanore, who is 
still at his side.

“While I was at war, I 
know my mother must 
have shed many tears 
while I was away,” 
Barna wrote. “My fam-
ily told me that when 
I was wounded, mom 
received a letter from 
the War Department. 
She wouldn’t open it, 
fearing that it would 
tell her that I had been 
killed. When she finally 
read it, she cried tears 
of joy learning that I 
was only wounded.”

Barna said when 
he was in Korea, he 
watched young boys 
fight and die.

“Although the tears 
didn’t come out, I 
know they were there 
inside me,” he said. “I 
remember seeing South 
Korean people — men, 
women, children, even 
old people — walking 
among the wounded 
and dead on a battle-
field. They would carry 
the bodies, each taking 
an arm or leg. They 
would take the bodies 
down the mountain to 
the aid station. I would 
also see these same 
people going through 
garbage piles, looking 
for something to eat. 
Seeing this, I pictured 
my family in the same 
positions and I felt the 

tears well up in my 
eyes.”

Then Barna said he 
lost the urge to cry. He 
wondered if God had 
only given him a certain 
amount of tears and he 
had used up his allot-
ment.

Barna said when he 
returned home from 
Korea, something was 
different.

“I had a mind full of 
the hell I lived through,: 
he said. “Something 
inside me was differ-
ent and it was tearing 
me apart. As the years 
went by, I lost my 
grandmother, father, 
and youngest brother. 
Then I lost one of my 
daughters. God knows 
I wanted to cry, but I 
couldn’t. I begged for 
one tear to fall, but 
none came.”

The encounter
Then, Barna said a 

few years ago, he was 
at the VA Hospital for a 
doctor’s appointment. 
As he sat in the crowd-
ed waiting room, an 
African-American man 
was brought in on a 
wheelchair. Barna said 
the man was wearing 
a Marines cap and was 
covered in a blanket. 
Barna went over to talk 
to the man.

Barna said the man 
appeared to be about 
the same age, so he 
asked if had served in 
Korea, which he was. 
Barna then was called 
into his appointment. 
When he came out, he 
went to say goodbye to 
his new found comrade.

“The blanket was off 
and I saw that he was 
missing an arm and 
a leg,” Barna said. “I 
began to feel a little 
funny and sad because 
I had all of my limbs. 
As I was leaving him, 
he grabbed my hand 
and said to me, ‘Thank 
God you came home 
in one piece.’ I knelt 
down beside him and I 
pictured myself in that 
wheelchair. It was there 
and then that I filled 
with tears and started 
to cry. He did also, 
along with most of the 
people in that waiting 
room. It took a long 
time, but maybe it was 
written in heaven this 
way. I finally found out 
how beautiful it was to 
once again cry.”

Barna said it was then 
that he discovered that 
you should never be 
ashamed to shed a tear.

“When you do, it 
means you are human 
and have feelings 
toward others,” Barna 
said. “It is hard for me 
to tell you how it feels 
to not be able to cry.”

Barna has some 
advice for people going 

through the agonizing 
time of not being able 
to shed tears.

“Don’t give up,” he 
said. “It took a long 
time for me to find 
that special key to 
the vault that held my 
tears. Once I was able 
to cry, my life began 
to be what I wanted it 
to be. As I said earlier, 
tears mean love, caring 
and compassion. These 
things we should all 
share.”

A friend comments
Frankie Balon, 60 of 

Freeland, is a friend of 
Barna’s and knows him 
well. He said Barna is 
a proud Marine Corps 
combat veteran of some 
of the most terrible 
fighting in Korea.

Balon said Barna 
was part of Weapons 
Company and used 
all the weapons at the 
Marine Corps disposal, 
including the M1 Rifle, 
the BAR or Browning 
Automatic Rifle, rocket 
and mortar launchers, 
and perhaps one of the 
most feared weapons of 
modern times, the M2-2 
flamethrower, which he 
carried for five months.

“Joe firmly believes in 
promoting the causes 
of all of our veterans 
and frequently writes 
and speaks about the 
common experiences 
of veterans in editorial 
letters and speaking 
engagements,” Balon 
said. “He writes the 
monthly column, “Vet-
eran’s Journal,” in the 
Freeland area monthly 
newspaper ‘Progress 
Magazine.’ Joe was also 
honored to be one of 
the featured speakers 
on the Hazleton televi-
sion station WLYN for 
a 90-minute special 
entitled ‘Korea: the For-
gotten War,’ which first 
broadcast in November 
of 2015.”

For Memorial Day 
2017, Balon said Barna 
was selected as Legion-
naire of the Year by 
the Freeland American 
Legion Post 473.

Barna is an active 
member of the Freeland 
Post 5010 VFW, where 
he holds the office 
of Senior Vice Com-
mander and the Free-
land American Legion 
Post 473 Joint Military 
Honor Guard and he 
serves as a rifleman for 
military funerals and 
ceremonies.

Barna and his wife, 
Eleanore, have been 
married for 66 years. 
He and Eleanore have 
3 children, 6 grand-
children and 8 great-
grandchildren and one 
great-great grandson.

Reach Bill O’Boyle at 570-
991-6118 or on Twitter @
TLBillOBoyle.

Courtesy Frankie Balon
Joe Barna is seen on duty in Korea.

Courtesy Frankie Balon
Joe Barna holds the certificate he received for his essay.

By Joseph R. Barna
USMC Korea 1952-53

I would like to talk about something 
that all people possess. However, some 
people lose the ability to make them 
from time to time. I speak of tears.

“Tear.” It’s such a beautiful, simple 
word that shows love, compassion, 
remembrance and yes, sometimes pain.

My first tear came the day I was 
born. I imagine I was lying in my 
mother’s arms; maybe I was looking 
up at my father or the old-time doctor 
who delivered me. This day would be 
the first of many tearful days in my 
young life. Growing up, when I did 
something wrong or fell while playing, 
I am sure there were many tears. Then, 
thru my teen years, as with most boys, 
we kept the tears inside mostly. I guess 
this is when you start saving them for 
later in life. The tears would appear on 
other faces as I graduated from high 
school, entered the military, and at the 
wedding with my beautiful wife.

While I was at war, I know my moth-

er must have shed many tears while 
I was away. My family told me that 
when I was wounded, mom received a 
letter from the War Department. She 
wouldn’t open it, fearing that it would 
tell her that I had been killed. When 
she finally read it, she cried tears of joy 
learning that I was only wounded.

In Korea, I watched young boys fight 
and die. Although the tears didn’t 
come out, I know they were there 
inside me. I remember seeing South 
Korean people: men, women, children, 
even old people walking among the 
wounded and dead on a battlefield. 
They would carry the bodies, each tak-
ing an arm or leg. They would take the 
bodies down the mountain to the aid 
station. I would also see these same 
people going thru garbage piles, look-
ing for something to eat. Seeing this, 
I pictured my family in the same posi-
tions and I felt the tears well up in my 
eyes.

After a while, I lost the urge to cry. 
Maybe God only gave me a certain 
amount of tears and I had used my 

allotment up? After I came home from 
Korea, I had the same body that I went 
in with. But something was different. I 
had a mind full of the hell I lived thru. 
Something inside me was different and 
it was tearing me apart. As the years 
went by, I lost my grandmother, father, 
and youngest brother. Then I lost one 
of my daughters. God knows I wanted 
to cry but I couldn’t. I begged for one 
tear to fall, but none came.

Then, a few years ago, I was at the 
V.A. Hospital for a doctor appoint-
ment. As I sat in the crowded waiting 
room, an African-American man was 
brought in on a wheelchair. He was 
wearing a Marine cap and was covered 
in a blanket. I went over to talk to him. 
He looked like he was near my age and 
I asked if he was in Korea, which he 
was. I was then called into my appoint-
ment. When I came out, I went to say 
good-bye to my new found comrade. 
The blanket was off and I saw that he 
was missing an arm and a leg. I began 
to feel a little funny and sad because I 
had all of my limbs.

As I was leaving him, he grabbed my 
hand and said to me “Thank God you 
came home in one piece.” I knelt down 
beside him and I pictured myself in 
that wheel chair. It was there and then 
that I filled with tears and started to 
cry. He did also, along with most of the 
people in that waiting room. It took 
a long time, but maybe it was written 
in heaven this way. I finally found out 
how beautiful it was to once again cry.

I found out then that you should not 
be ashamed to shed a tear. When you 
do, it means you are human and have 
feelings toward others. It is hard for 
me to tell you how it feels to not be 
able to cry.

For anyone who is going thru the 
agonizing time of not being able to 
shed tears, don’t give up. It took a long 
time for me to find that special key 
to the vault that held my tears. Once 
I was able to cry, my life began to be 
what I wanted it to be.

As I said earlier, tears mean love, 
caring and compassion. These things 
we should all share.

‘Tears,’ an essay about serving in Korea
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We Don't Nickel & Dime Your Time.

We at Dominic’s equipment o�er equipment 
for everyone from Contractors looking for a 
special piece of equipment, to homeowners 
working on that special project while trying 
to save those hard earned dollars. Dominic’s 
Equipment has all kind of rentals available.

5583 SR 309, Monroe Township, PA
(570) 639-1896 | www.dominicsequipment.com

Honoring Our Veterans
Thank You For Your Service
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By Roger DuPuis
rdupuis@timesleader.com

WEST PITTSTON — 
The transition from mili-
tary life to entrepreneur 
has been a fulfulling one 
for Dominick Aritz Jr., 
and he is finding the skills 
developed in two decades 
of Air Force service still 
come in handy running a 
restaurant.

“That ability to manage 
time, people, resources, 
they all help,” said Aritz, 
who is the new owner of 
B3Q Barbecue on Wyo-
ming Avenue. “You have 
to have a schedule, you 
have to have a plan.”

What is different from 
working in military life? 
Now Aritz also has to 
manage a big thing that 
was primarily Uncle Sam’s 
concern in the Air Force.

“Yes, there’s also the 
financial piece,” he said of 
being a civilian business 
operator.

Otherwise, the dis-
cipline and work ethic 
remain hallmarks of daily 
life, which starts around 
6:30 for the newly minted 
restaurateur.

Aritz grew up in West 

Pittston, the son of a Navy 
veteran. After attending 
Syracuse University, he 
was thinking about career 
options with job security, 
given the ups-and-downs 
of the local economy.

So Aritz joined the Air 
Force, which became a 
20-year odyssey that took 
him to more than 30 coun-
tries.

Among his greatest 
memories: serving on 
presidential support 
duties, including one trip 
to Ghana in Africa, where 
Aritz recalled being hum-
bled to see the lifestyles 
of the residents and how 
their lives had changed 
under different regimes 
and forms of government.

Aritz retired in July of 
this year at the rank of 
technical sergeant. He 
had worked on the flight 
line in a number of roles, 
including as an instructor, 
but finished out his ser-
vice as a recruiter.

And then it was time to 
return to civilian life, ful-
filling Aritz’s dream.

“That was always my 
goal,” he said. “Do 20, 
retire, and in some capac-

ity work for myself.
High school classmate 

and family friend Barry 
Hosier, proprietor of B3Q, 

was looking toward the 
next stage of his career as 
well after operating the 
business since 2012.

There was a bit of over-
lap, with Aritz coming in 
as manager to learn the 
ropes before taking over 

the business in April.
“It was the right time 

for me and for him,” Aritz 
said.
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From the Air Force to the civilian work force
VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS

Dominick Aritz talks about taking over West Pittston’s B3Q Barbecue

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader
Dominick Aritz Jr. is seen in the dining room of B3Q Smokehouse in West Pittston.

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader
Dominick Aritz Jr. stands by the smoker at his restaurant, B3Q Smokehouse in West Pittston.

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader
Dominick Aritz Jr. holds a collage dedicated to his time in the 
military.

Courtesy Dominick Aritz
Dominick Aritz Jr. is seen in Afghanistan during his military service.

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader
Dominick Aritz Jr. holds a photo of himself from 20 years ago.



1205 State Route 118  •  Sweet Valley, PA 18656
Phone: 570-477-3166 •  www.118fabrics.com

Hours: Wed-Sat: 10am-4pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm, Mon-Tues: Closed
80944594

We Salute Our Veterans.
Thank You For Your Service.

Located in Sweet Valley, PA, we carry today’s 
most popular fabrics from manufacturers 
like Moda, QT Fabrics, Northcott, Timeless 
Treasures, Marcus Fabrics, Wilmington 
Prints, Free Spirit Fabrics, Henry Glass, 
Hoffman Fabrics & Robert Kaufman just to 
name a few. We also stock a variety of unique 
patterns, books, notions and quilt kits. New 
products arrive monthly and we are always 
trying to find ways to make you “step out of 
your box”! The walls are full of shop samples 
to inspire you and help you get quilting! Stop 
in and see us – we are worth the drive from 
anywhere!

118 Fabrics is proud to be an official Quilts of 
Valor store. Being part of the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation is our way of saying “Thank You” to 
our Veterans. We work very close with the Luzerne 
and Columbia County Quilts of Valor groups to 
help reach the mission of the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation “to cover service members and 
veterans touched by war with comforting and 
healing Quilts of Valor.” Visit the Quilts of Valor 
website www.qovf.org and nominate a Veteran to 
receive a Quilt of Valor today.

Official Quilts 
of Valor Store
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HONORING LOCAL VETERANS

Nine Yurkanin brothers served in the U.S. military
By Maryellen Aton
Special to Times Leader

Veteran’s Day means a 
lot to Andrew Yurkanin. 
And for good reason.

The Mountain Top resi-
dent is one of nine broth-
ers who served in the 
United States military.

The 94-year-old Army 
veteran served in World 
War II along with five 
of his brothers. Three 
younger siblings, Patrick, 
August and Thomas 
joined the military shortly 
after the end of the war 
and served during the 
Korean Conflict era.

Born in the small town 
of Treskow just south 
of Hazleton in Carbon 
County, Yurkanin was one 
of 15 children – nine boys 
and six girls.

“Large families were 
not uncommon in those 
days,” said the veteran, 
recalling his youth. “We 
weren’t even the largest 
in town,” he quipped.

By the time he started 
high school at West 
Hazleton in the early 
1940s, his four older 
brothers, John, George, 
Joseph and Frank, already 
had been drafted and 
were serving in the U. 
S. Army. With his broth-
ers away in the service 
Yurkanin left school in his 
junior year at age 17 to 
work in a knitting mill.

Though he was work-
ing to help support the 
large family, there was 
little doubt what Andrew 
would do when he turned 
18. Rather than wait to 
be drafted, he enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps in 
1943. A younger brother 
Michael followed him 
into the military a short 
time later.

Yurkanin entered pilot 
training, but never got to 
fly planes in the war. He 
was injured in training 
and was unable to serve 
overseas.

As a result, he was 
assigned to the Air Corps 
training command, work-
ing with bomber groups 
until his discharge in 
April of 1946.

Meanwhile, John, 
George, Joseph, Frank 
and Michael all served 
in the European Theatre 
during the war in various 
capacities. While all five 
were in harm’s way dur-
ing the war, fortunately 
only Joseph was injured, 
sustaining wounds from 
shrapnel.

“At that age, you think 
you are immortal,” Yur-
kanin commented. “You 
never think about being 
killed.” While all his 
brothers survived World 
War II, he did have some 
friends who lost their 
lives.

It is estimated 16 mil-
lion men and women 
fought in World War II. 
Yurkanin is one of only 
about 500,000 veterans 
of the “Great War” who 
are still alive. His brother 
Tom Yurkanin of Levit-
town is still alive, along 
with two sisters, Irene 
Lazarsky of Conyngham 
and Anna Mae Yurkanin 
of Norristown.

His three younger 
brothers, Patrick, Tom 
and August, enlisted in 
the military, but did not 
serve during World War 
II. “At one time, all nine 
of us were in the service,” 
Yurkanin noted proudly.

Besides his brothers, 
two of Yurkanin’s grand-

sons also have served in 
the military.

Following his dis-
charge, Yurkanin earned 
his high school diploma 
and then enrolled at the 
University of Scranton. 
He received a bachelor’s 

degree from the Univer-
sity of Scranton and then 
matriculated to Columbia 
University where he 
earned a master’s degree 
in clinical social work. 
After finishing his educa-
tion, Yurkanin worked 

for a few years for the 
Veterans Administration 
and later Luzerne County 
Child Welfare Bureau. 
He left social services 
in 1963 when he started 
the first Mountain Top 
newspaper called the 

Mountain View, it was 
eventually sold and Andy 
maintained a commer-
cial printing business in 
Mountain Top with the 
same name for over 50 
years.

Courtesy Maryellen Aton
The six Yurkanin brothers who served in the United States army together, are from left, John, George, Mike, Frank, Joe and seated, 
Andrew. Brothers Patrick and August also served in the US Army and Thomas in the US Naval Reserve.

Courtesy Maryellen Aton
Andrew Yurkanin
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463 Madison Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA

www.corkdining.com

Cork Bar and Restaurant 
is proud to announce

that it will be once again serving
our military free dinners.

We will be honoring both veterans 
and active duty military on

Monday, November 11 beginning at 3:30 pm

Those eligible veterans and active 
personnel must bring their military 

ID’s. The meal will include an entrée 
and a non-alcoholic beverage.

Reservations are required 
and can be made by calling 

(570) 270-3818

80945906

ATTENTION: HUNTERS
GET YOUR DEER PROFESSIONALLY CUT AND VACUUM PACKED AT:

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE

NAUGLESNAUGLES

Call 570-477-2051Call 570-477-2051

CUSTOM BUTCHERING & DEER 
PROCESSING, INC.

•	Deer kept Under Refrigeration & Then
Frozen

•	Frozen	cuts	now	vaccuum	
packed

•	Pork	or	Beef	Can	Be	Added	To	
Hamburger

•	we	also	take	bulk	deboned	
meat	For	speciality	items!

537 trojan rd., hunlock creek • 1 Mile South on 
Route 29, Off Route 118, Follow the Signs.

NEW ITEMS!!!
HOT	DOGS	•	CHEESE	HOT	DOGS

•	SMOKED	RED	HOTS	•	JALEPENO	&	

CHEESE	HOT	DOGS

SPECIALITIES
•	 KIELBASA
•	 SALAMI
•	 minute	SteakS
•	 Smoked	hindS
•	 Summer	SauSage
•	 jalepeno	cheeSe	

KIELBASA
•	 jal	&	cheeSe	

kielbaSa	StickS
•	 hot	SauSage
•	 Sweet	SauSage
•	 breakfaSt	

SauSage
•	 VenSion	bacon
•	 VenSion	pattieS
•	 cheeSe	kielbaSa
•	 hot	dogS

VOTED #1
KIELBASA

80944353

Always the Lowest Price!

Find A Lower Price Anywhere —
And We Will Always Beat It By 3 Cents!!

FalconOilPA.com 570-383-3257 or 570-654-3441
80946107

Thank You 
to all the 
veterans
for Your 
service!

SHOP HOURS: MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 10AM-6PM
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10AM - 8PM , SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM, SUNDAY 12PM - 5PM

138 TRAIL ROAD, MESHOPPEN, PA 18630
570-869-1119 • www.burkesgunshop.com

Veteran 
Owned

Veteran 
Owned

Veteran Veteran Veteran Veteran Veteran Veteran Veteran Veteran 

PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF OUR VETERANS. 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE. 
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VA Hospital holds Veterans Day ceremony in honor of guests
By Patrick Kernan
pkernan@timesleader.com

WILKES-BARRE TWP. 
— While it wasn’t quite 
Veterans Day yet, the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center 
held its celebration a few 
days early, with the hospi-
tal’s director noting that, 
for their department, every 
day is Veterans Day.

The hospital held a 
reception in its Recreation 
Room, featuring a keynote 
speech from Sgt. Major 
Claudette Williams, who 
served in the U.S. Army 
between 1985 and 2014.

Before Williams’ speech, 
Russell E. Lloyd, director 
of the hospital, thanked the 
veterans who are staying 
in the hospital for their 
service.

“At the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, every day 

is Veterans Day,” he said. 
“Today, our country rightly 
offers its full measure of 
gratitude to citizens who 
wore uniforms for the 
armed services.”

Lloyd’s comments were 
followed by a procession 
by the AMVETS Post 189 
Honor Guard, along with 
a stirring rendition of the 
Star-Spangled Banner 
by Madison Dompkosky, 
VAMC Youth Volunteer.

Williams directed the 
setting of a symbolic table, 
set in remembrance of sol-
diers who were unable to 
return home from war. The 
Army offi cer explained 
the symbolism behind 
each item in the set-up, 
including a dash of salt in 
recognition of tears cried 
for the soldier, and a chair 
leaned up against the table 
to show it would not be 
sat in.

Williams, who had been 
deployed three times in 
operations throughout the 
Middle East and South-
west Asia, recounted a 
heart-wrenching moment 
years ago before she 
returned back to Iraq after 
a period of R&R.

Before she boarded the 
airplane to return back to 
the front lines, she said 
she heard her son calling 
for her. She said she was 
tempted to turn back, but 
still got on board the plane.

“I stood there, I looked 
at my son, and I looked 
at the walkway,” she 
said, emotion heavy in 
her voice. “And I turned 
around, because I know 
that my service to country 
was also service to my son 
and my family and free-
dom of our country… so I 
continued on, back to Iraq, 
because I could not leave 

my soldiers on the battle-
fi eld without me.”

Williams asked all 
in attendance to take a 
moment on Veterans Day, 
especially at 11 a.m., when 

the armistice that ended 
World War I was signed, in 
recognition of the nation’s 
veterans.

After her comments, a 
wreath was laid in memory 

of veterans and fallen sol-
diers, and Dompkosky 
closed the ceremony with 
a rendition of “God Bless 
America.”

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
John Wrazien 96, of Dupont, a World War II veteran, watched at the VA Medical Center Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday.



By Roger DuPuis
rdupuis@timesleader.com

KINGSTON — When 
the Wyoming Valley 
Veterans Day Parade 
marched down Market 
Street on Sunday, it 
passed a business that 
has been family-owned 
and veteran-owned since 
1966.

At the front desk of 
Fashion Floor Carpet Gal-
leries on Friday, co-owner 
Jeff Urbanski reflected on 
the meaning of the day, 
and on his family’s service 
to the nation.

“Without those people, 
the men and women who 
put their lives on the 
line back then …” Urban-
ski said, growing a little 
choked up.

“They were called to 
duty and they went. They 
did what they were sup-
posed to do.”

Urbanski is himself a 
U.S. Marine Corps veteran, 
“but this isn’t about me,” 
he says.

“This is about them,” 
Urbanski adds, gesturing 
to a sepia-toned photo 
of his father, John, and 
uncle, Edward, showing 
the brothers wearing their 
World War II Army uni-
forms.

John and Edward Urban-
ski founded the business 
53 years ago. Today, Jeff 
Urbanski and his brother 
Jared are in charge.

That business did play a 
role in his own life.

“If my dad did not have 
this business, I would 
definitely have made it 
a career,” Urbanski says 
when asked if he misses 
the Marines, in which he 
served from 1977 to 1983.

“My dad and my uncles 
both served in the Army. 
A friend of mine said ‘let’s 
join the Marines. They’re 
an elite fighting group,’ so 
off we went,” he recalled.

Like many children of 
World War II veterans, 
Urbanski often found his 
dad reluctant to discuss 
the war years.

“I often used to talk with 
my dad about what he 
did in the service, and he 
would say ‘nothing, noth-
ing, nothing,’” Urbanski 
said.

Eventually, that silence 
broke.

“Then one day a piece of 
mail cmme in, and it had a 
picture of the world, East-
ern Hemisphere and West-
ern Hemisphere,” Urbanski 
recalled.

“And he looked at it, and 
he said, “this is where I 
started, in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, and from 
there I went to Fort Indian-
town Gap.”

John Urbanski drew up 
what his sons recalled as 
“the Holy Mother of Travel 
Guides,” describing his 
path from Pennsylvania 
to Missouri to San Fran-
cisco, then Australia, New 
Guinea, various islands 
and finally Japan before 
returning home nearly 
three years later.

There were poignant 
moments, such as when 
John and Edward met up 
in San Francisco before 
John went to the Pacific 
and Edward to Europe.

Both returned home 
safely.

“A lot of those guys 
didn’t come back,” Jeff 

Urbanski said. “Thank God 
my dad and uncle did.”

Edward Urbanski passed 
away in 1983, John in 
2015.

Some years before he 
died, John’s sons wanted 
to help their father obtain 
the medals and decorations 
he never did see when he 

left the service and came 
home.

With help from an aide 
to then-Congressman Paul 
Kanjorski, they were able 

to obtain them, and cre-
ated a shadowbox display.

They told their dad not 
to open what they said was 
a Christmas present for 

their mother. On Christ-
mas Day, she handed the 
wrapped package back to 
John.

“That was the only time 
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Reflecting on a family legacy of service
VeteRan-owneD Business

Jeff Urbanski, 
of Fashion Floor 
Carpet Galleries, 
talks about his 
dad and uncle’s 
time overseas

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader
Jeff urbanski holds photos showing his late father, John urbanski, opening a shadow box of his world war ii decorations as a Christmas present. ‘that was the only time 
i saw my dad cry,’ urbanski said.

Roger DuPuis | Times Leader
Jeff urbanski displays a photo of his father, John, and uncle edward in their world war ii uniforms. the brothers founded Fashion Floor Carpet Galleries in 1966. today it is 
operated by Jeff urbanski and his brother Jared.
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 We Salute All Veterans
Thank You For Your Service

20% off
Through  November 

military
First responders

emS/Fire
Police

9933 Bear Creek Blvd.
Bear Creek

Phone: 570.235.6973
email: indianlakesPirits@aol.Com

monday-thursday 12-11
kitChen -10 delivery-9

Friday and saturday 12-1
kitChen-11 delivery-10

sunday 12-12
kitChen-10 delivery-9

80945546

Maransky’s Auto Repair 
& Body Shop

Collision Repairs
Frame Straightening

24 Hour Towing

Major & Minor Repairs
Safety & Emission Inspections

John Oley - Owner
Phone (570) 477-3665

5396 Main Road
Sweet Valley, PA 18656

80943684

Proud Supporter Of 
Our Veterans. 

Thank You For Your 
Service.

720 Wyoming Avenue
West Pittston, PA 18643

570-655-6500
Store Hours

Monday-Saturday: 8am-8pm
Sunday: 8AM-5PM

We offer military discounts all day, 
every day!

Driscoll’s Home 

Center is proud 

to support United 

States Veterans, 

just as they have 

supported us - at 

every opportunity!

Driscoll’s Home 

Center is proud 

to support United 

States Veterans, 

just as they have 

supported us - at 

every opportunity!

#DHCCares

DRISCOLL’S HOME CENTER

D
H

C
80945789

RESERVATIONS CALL : (570) 722 3990
Located in picturesque Lake Harmony Pa.

244 Lake Harmony Road Lake Harmony, PA 18624
HOURS: Sunday, Wednesday & Thursday  4pm – 9:30pm

Closed Monday • Closed Tuesday • Friday & Saturday 4-10:30pm

Thank You For Your Service!

80945788

Shenanigans in Lake Harmony PA • PO 286 Lake Harmony Road • 570-722-1100
HOURS: Sunday 11:30am- Close, Monday 4pm -close,

Tuesday 4pm - close, Wednesday 4pm-close,
Thursday 4pm- close, Friday 4pm- 2am, Saturday 11:30am-2am

20 South Lake Drive Lake Harmony
nickslakehouse.com  • (570) 722-2500

akehousL eResTauRaNT

NICks’

E21



We Salute
all Who Serve

80945865

American 
Legion

Post 967

4907 Memorial 
Highway

Harveys Lake
Sam Wolfe - 
Commander

Bernie Castillo - 
Finance Officer

E22
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Family owned and 
operated in the
Back Mountain,
we are proud to 

service Northeast 
Pennsylvania!

Family Owned & Locally Operated. Serving the community for 20+ years.

• Estate Cleanouts
• Earth & Yard Cleanup
• Single Item Pick Up
• Stone & Concrete

Call Today 570-519-2025
5312 State Route 309, Dallas

80944708

We Salute Our 
Veterans. 

Thank You For 
Your Service.

8093

Komensky’s 
Kielbasi

Award Winning Smoked
& Fresh Kielbasi

412 Main Street
Duryea, PA 18642

(570) 457-3261

23 Dallas Shopping Center
Dallas, PA 18612

(570) 675-1011

Find Us On Facebook
80943810

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US BEST BUTCHER!

KOMENSKY’S KIELBASI 
and FRESH MEATS!

Fresh cut meats, call to order 
special cuts today!

IN-HOUSE BUTCHER

Thank You Veterans 
For Your Service

Special Honor to Sgt. Kenny Moss 
USMC Yuma AZ 2014 to 2019

570-826-1819
31 Hanover St.

Wilkes-Barre, Pa
18702

We pay tribute to those 
who fought and died 

in battle to protect our 
great country, America. 

We are indebted to 
all those who serve to 

protect our rights of life, 
freedom and safety. 

Let us never forget them.

GOD BLESS 
AMERICA!

PRO LIFE CENTER
Pennsylvanians For Human Life

80945402

107 West end Road, HanoveR tWp., pa 18706
570-825-6956 • www.morriskitchensllc.com

email: morriskitchensllc@gmail.com

Hours:
monday – thursday 9-5; Friday & saturday 9-1;

other hours gladly by appointment

 • homecrest & omega cabinetry

 • bathroom & entertainment cabinets

 • granite and Quartz countertops

 • Formica & wilsonart products

 • aFFordable installations

Featuring:

80944356

FOR YOUR SERVICE

Please ask us about
Jewelry Repair • Estate Jewelry • Watch Batteries

Layaway Policy • Free Gift Wrapping

Mon., Tues., Wed. 10-6 • Thurs. & Fri. 10-9 • Sat. 10-6 • Sun. by Appointment.
2607 Memorial Highway, Dallas, PA 18612

570-675-5872
80945844

We Support Our Troops!

Silver Military Coins Available

E23



BellaBellaBellaBellaBella
Pizza

Proudly serving the Back Mountain!

31 Lake St. | Dallas, PA 18612

570.675.8000
Dine In • Take Out • Delivery
pizzabellanepa.com

Open 7 Days Sun - Thur 11am - 10pm | Fri and Sat 11am - 11pm

Order online at pizzabellanepa.com

16” Large Cheese Pizza

with 1 Topping

Only 
$899

Late Night
Special

After 8pm • Sunday-Thursday

Dallas Location only Dallas Location only

Dallas Location only Dallas Location only

49¢ wings, 
1/2 price boneless 

wing bites eat 13 Devil wings in 13 mins, with 5 
min of Hell cool down

receive a free t-shirt, free wings and 
pic on wall of fame

$2.99 lunch 
special $1.00 OFF

BellaBellaBellaBella
~Pizza

To Our 
Veterans.. 
Thank You 
For Your 
Service

To Our 
Veterans.. 
Thank You 
For Your 
Service

with purchase of 
beverage

dine in only
*must sign waiver

2 slices cheese pizza and a fountain drink
all subs, wraps and salads

dine in or take out (excludes delivery)

Tuesdays Devil’s 
Deal

Mon-Fri 11am-2pm, dine in only

80
94

37
16

LargeDining RoomSeats
Over 75



Monday, November 11, 2019     25ETimes Leader VETERANS DAY

7 GEORGE AVE. (PARSONS SECTION)
WILKES-BARRE • 570-270-3976

30 HAnovER St.., WILKES-BARRE
570-970-4460

With GOLD CARD 2/$5

Domino 
Granulate 

Sugar

With GOLD CARD

$199

BotH LoCAtIonS 
Prices Effective Monday, nov 11th thru Saturday, nov. 16th

oRDER onLInE @ SCHIELSMARKEtS.CoM
Two Curbside Pick-Up Locations:

7 George Ave., Wilkes-Barre (Schiel’s Market)
or

704 South Main Street, Wilkes-Barre (Schiel’s Beverage)

Grade A Natural

Chicken Drumsticks
 or Thighs

88¢
 With GOLD CARD Lb.With GOLD CARD

Your Choice
Deli Sliced 
Sahlen’s Ham 
off the Bone or 
Cooper Cheese $499

Lb.

80944111

With GOLD CARD

$149

USDA GRADE A 10-22 LB
AVERAGE BEST YET

FROZEN TURKEYS
Limit 1
With GOLD CARD
and $25 Purchase

With GOLD CARD

USDA FRESH

Eye Round
Roasts

Fresh Crisp

Broccoli
Crowns

 With GOLD CARD

Schiel’s own Smoked 
Kielbasa Original or Turkey
Double Smoked,
Cheese or Jalapeno
$4.99 Lb. $449
With GOLD CARD

Lb.

and $25 Purchase

Broccoli
Crowns 99¢

Your Choice
Dole Iceberg

Lettuce or Pint Grape
Tomatoes

Butcher Wagon
Ham Steaks

$179
Lb.

Minute Maid 
Orange

Juice 
Limit 4 

$188
59 oz

all varieties

4 LB

Pepsi
Assorted Varieties

With GOLD CARD

Buy one Get 
one Free

8 pack 12 oz bottles

$299
Lb.

USDA GRADE A 10-22 LB
Frozen Swift Butterball

TURKEYS
Limit 1
With GOLD CARD
and $25 Purchase

ov 11th thru Saturday, ov 11th thru Saturday, 

USDA GRADE A 10-22 LB

nestle’s toll House
Morsels

With GOLD CARD

58¢
Lb. 88¢

Lb.

With GOLD CARD

Fresh Green
Peppers

$129
Lb.

With GOLD CARD

10 oz. Mini
11.5 oz Milk Chocolate

12 oz Semi-Sweet

Lb.

THANK YOU!

Medico Industries is proud to support our 
area veterans, service people and those 

honored on this day. We would also like to 
recognize Camp Freedom for the wonderful 

work they do.

From the team at:

Medico has been involved in the equipment business for over 50 
years, serving 14 counties throughout Northeastern and Central 
Pennsylvania. We offer everything from wheel loaders, skid steers 
and excavators to backhoes, crawler dozers, articulated dump trucks 
and much more. Our motto has always been that the customer comes 
first and we pride ourselves on our service. In fact, Medico was just 
awarded the prestigious 2019 Diamond Dealer status by CASE, which 
recognizes those limited dealerships across the US and Canada for 
excellence in all five major categories. Whether you’re an individual, 
contractor or dealer...Medico has you covered.

80
94

55
22

1-800-633-0027
www.medicoind.com

medico@medicoind.com

Thank You, 
Veterans!!

PROUD TO HONOR 
ALL WHO SERVED

The Meadows Nursing  
& Rehabilitation Center
4 East Center Hill Road

Dallas, PA 18612
(570) 675-8600

The Meadows Manor
200 Lake Street
Dallas, PA 18612
(570) 675-9336

WWW.THEMEADOWSDALLAS.COM

80945019
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Casey: More must be done to protect 
veterans from scam artists

By Bill O’Boyle
boboyle@timesleader.com

WILKES-BARRE — According to a 
2017 AARP report, 78 percent of veter-
ans reported receiving a scam attempt 
related to their veteran status.

The same study also found that vet-
erans are twice as likely as civilians to 
lose money to a scam.

U.S. Sen. Bob Casey, Ranking Mem-
ber of the U.S. Senate Special Commit-
tee on Aging, held a hearing this week 
entitled, “Veterans Scams: Protecting 
Those Who Protect Us.”

During the hearing, Casey, D-Scran-
ton, highlighted his bipartisan letter 
that calls on the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA) to take a more active 
role in tracking these scams and educat-
ing veterans about these schemes.

“Veterans Day, which is right around 
the corner, is a day to honor those who 
served our country and it is a reminder 
of our responsibility to serve veterans 
in return,” Casey said. “It is unconscio-
nable to me that someone would stoop 
so low as to steal money from someone 
who has sacrifi ced so much for our 
country. We must fi ght back against 
unscrupulous con artists by ensuring 
that not one more veteran loses one 
more penny to a scam. I urge the VA 
to do more to combat scams against 
veterans.”

In order to protect those who have 
protected our country, Senators Casey 
and Susan Collins, R-Maine, Chair of 
the Special Committee on Aging, joined 
by 11 members of the Committee, are 
sending a letter urging the VA to play a 
more active role in combating fi nancial 
exploitation by scammers.

In the letter, the senators cite an 
October 2019 Government Accountabil-
ity Offi ce (GAO) report, which found 
that the VA does not centrally collect or 
analyze information assessing the threat 
of scams against veterans receiving pen-
sion benefi ts.

Casey invited Sgt. LaVerne Foreman, 

an 82 year-old veteran from Herndon, 
Pa., to testify at the hearing about his 
experience losing money to a veterans 
charity scam.

“It isn’t easy to talk about being 
scammed, but what I am doing today 
is an extension of my service,” Fore-
man said. “These scam artists rip-off 
innocent people, and as a result, con-
tributions are diverted away from the 
organizations actually doing the work 
of caring for those who served and who 
are now in need. On behalf of veterans, 
I ask everyone who can help to stop this 
activity to play their part.”

In the letter to Robert Wilkie, Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, the senators 
say they are concerned that America’s 
veterans are being targeted by unscru-
pulous scammers who are seeking 
to rob them of their life savings and 
defraud them of the benefi ts they have 
earned in service to our country.

“It is imperative that the Department 

of Veterans Affairs (VA) take action to 
alert our veterans to the risk of these 
scams, and what can be done to combat 
them,” the senators wrote.

The senators state that studies show 
that veterans are disproportionately 
affected by scams. An AARP study from 
2017 found that veterans were twice 
as likely as non-veterans to lose money 
to a scam. The same report found 
that nearly 80 percent of veterans had 
reported being targeted by a scam that 
related to their veteran status.

The Senators said several types of 
schemes are used to steal money or 
personal identifi able information from 
veterans:

• Scammers may contact veterans 
pretending to collect money to help 
other veterans.

• Pretend to “update their fi le” to 
obtain their personal identifi able infor-
mation.

• Inform veterans that they qualify 
for a “secret” government program that 
requires an initial payment.

• Charge inappropriate fees for help-
ing veterans apply for the benefi ts they 
have earned.

• Swindle them out of their life sav-
ings in aid and attendance scams where 
victims are coached into restructuring 
their assets in a way that could be fi nan-
cially detrimental and cause issues with 
qualifying for benefi ts down the line.

As scammers become more sophis-
ticated in their efforts, the senators 
said it is imperative that the VA play 
an active role in combating fi nancial 
exploitation posed by scammers. They 

said veterans and their families have 
a right to expect that the nation they 
served will fi ght to protect them from 
such unscrupulous tactics.

With that in mind, the senators 
requested responses to the following 
questions:

1. Has the VA examined the extent to 
which America’s veterans have been vic-
timized by the type of scams described 
above, or other forms of fi nancial fraud? 
If so, to what extent are these scams 
deliberately structured to target veter-
ans?

2. How is the VA working with fed-
eral and state agencies and stakeholder 
groups to protect veterans from fi nan-
cial frauds?

3. What has the VA done to educate 
veterans and their families about these 
frauds, and the steps they can take to 
combat them?

4. How will the VA’s proposed 
approach in response to GAO’s recom-
mendation provide the agency with the 
ability to assess the prevalence of scams 
targeting veterans and inform outreach 
and education efforts?

5. What plans does the VA have in 
place to increase these efforts, and what 
further legislative or regulatory author-
ity does the VA need to do so?

“It is critical that Congress fully 
understands how our nation’s veterans 
are affected by fi nancial fraud, and what 
Veterans Affairs is doing to protect 
them,” the letter states.

The senators asked for a prompt 
response to the inquiry on or before 
Thursday, Nov. 21.

Casey

“These scam artists rip-off innocent people, and as a result, 
contributions are diverted away from the organizations 
actually doing the work of caring for those who served and 
who are now in need. On behalf of veterans, I ask everyone 
who can help to stop this activity to play their part.”

— Sgt. LaVerne Foreman

www.ruaneandmudlock.com

Funeral           Home Inc.

Laura Mudlock, Supervisor  
570-654-2250 

18 Kennedy Street, Pittston

80
94

60
08

Thank you 
for your 
service.

Pittston Memorial Library

80945189

This event will feature 30 Vendors with up to 
date information regarding health related topics 

and other activities that are important to
wellness and overall health. The Health Fair is 
targeted to the Greater Pittston Area but open 

to any citizen of this region.

The Library is a member of the
National Network of Libraries of Medicine, 

MidAtlantic Region and is located at
47 Broad Street, Pittston PA, 18640.

The Network and Geisinger Hospital are the 
sponsors for this year.

The event will be held in the 
Pittston Memorial Library Conference Room
(Entrance is where the John. P. Cosgrove sign is located)

Thursday, November 14, 2019
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

For further information, contact:
Howard J. Grossman, Fundraising Director

at the Library at
570-262-3443,
570-654-9565
(library), or

e-mail at
Grossmanhj@aol.com

FIFTH
ANNUAL

Grossmanhj@aol.com
80945189

Grossmanhj@aol.com
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316 William Street, Pittston

570-655-4427

Towing Service • Affordable • Reliable • Fast

Honoring & Celebrating 
Our Nation's Veterans

R&M Collision 
& Auto Service

Collision Repair and Full Service Garage Since 1980

80945737

Towing Service • Affordable • Reliable • Fast

80946064

3154 Memorial Highway, Dallas, PA 18612
570.675.1100  -  fhprint.com

SERVICES
• Corporate Apparel & Promotions
• Team Apparel and Promotions
• Logo Design and Branding
• Online Booster Club Fundraising

• Custom Corporate Webstores
• Embroidery
• Screen Printing
• Special Decoration and More

Custom sporting 
goods, apparel, and 
promotion since 1986.

Quality Driven, Custom Printing

Get Started With 
A Free Quote! THANK YOU

VETERANS
FOR YOUR
SERVICE!

80944526

VETERANS DAY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

HHHHH

Ayers Towing Service Inc.
570-474-6030

www.ayerstowing.com
Serving all of Luzerne County & NEPA 80

94
57

00

Honoring All 
Who Served

80
94

56
98

PA# 078121
Gary Sirak
Owner 570-819-0197

Sirak’s
LANDSCAPING

& HARDSCAPING, LLC

THANK YOU VETERANS

O�ce: 570-474-6307 | Direct Dial: 570-715-7738
E-mail: nikki.callahan@century21.com

80944885

80
94

48
68

80
94

48
68

HAPPY VETERANS DAY

Cedar Village
Townhomes & Apartments

WISHES YOU A HAPPY

44 Eagle Court, Wilkes-Barre PA 18706
570- 823-8400

80
94

51
84

80
94

51
84

Consistent 
Top Producer

(570) 714-9234

Consistent 
Top Producer

(570) 714-9234

Buying or Selling?
CALL RAE!

Consistent Top Producer 
(570)714-9234

(570)288-9371

80945502

Lewith & Freeman
Real Estate

Lewith & Freeman
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SERVED

80945708

With Respect and Honor We Thank You

Happy
veterans
Day!
honoring
all who served

80945703

PROVIDING PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL FOR 

MORE THAN 30 YEARS
Judy Rice, GRI, CRS, ABR

Associate Broker

LEWITH & FREEMAN
REAL ESTATE

    o: (570) 288-9371 • D: (570) 714-9230 
EMAIL: JUDYRICE@EPIX.NET

 DIVERSIFIED...
FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, LEASING AND LAND

80
94

53
87

L
F

Thank You Veterans. We salute you. 

80945018

Mike Pinko
570-899-3865

michael.pinko@lewith-freeman.com 

L
F

LEWITH & FREEMAN
REAL ESTATE, INC.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL, 
CALL MIKE!

80
94

53
86

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
570-501-7575

1755 Memorial Highway, Shavertown 
570-696-3801

Tracy Goryeb Zarola
570-574-6465

tracy@lewith-freeman.com

80945579

Full-time Real Estate Professional 
committed to FIRST-RATE SERVICE

Thank You To All 
Our Veterans

2859 SR 309 65Country Club Shopping Center, 
Dallas, PA  18612

809 Hunter Hwy Tunkhannock, PA  18657
570-445-4135

Open 24/7 to Members

570-675-1222

Thanks to the Veterans 
for their support!

~ Our gym is veteran owned ~

80943681

LAKEWAY BEVERAGE
... on your way to a fabulous day

Monday- Wednesday 10am- 9pm
Thursday- Saturday 9am - 9pm
Sunday 12pm - 5pm
3700 Route 11
Dallas, PA

80946053

Beer •  Wine & Spirits

We Proudly Support Our Veterans

Opinion: Veterans, give us an opportunity to serve you
Each year, across our 

nation, we come togeth-
er on Veterans Day to 
refl ect on the service of 
our nation’s veterans.

We graciously honor 
those who have served, 
in time of confl ict and 
peace, as their collective 
dedication and sacrifi ce 
throughout the years has 
preserved our way of life 
for generations.

On the battlefi eld, vet-
erans were challenged to 
overcome many obsta-
cles and adversities, not 
all of which were left 
behind following their 
service. For those Vet-
erans and their families, 
the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA) Medical 

Center in Wilkes-Barre 
stands ready to serve.

It is true that not all 
veterans are eligible for 
services through the VA, 
but utilization rates sug-
gest that many eligible 
veterans may be failing 
to take advantage of the 
services they so bravely 
earned.

A veteran’s eligibility 
for healthcare is based 
on a variety of criteria 
related to their service, 
but most veterans who 
served on active duty, 
with an other than dis-
honorable discharge, are 
eligible to receive some 
level of care through 
their local VA.

Just as time passes 

and lives change, so 
may your eligibility and 
need for VA Health-
care or services. This 
year on Veterans Day, 
please take a moment to 
consider investigating 
your eligibility for VA 
services, and encourage 
your comrades, friends 
and family members to 
explore their options.

As a world class 
healthcare organization, 
we are here to serve our 
Veterans. This Veterans 
Day give us the opportu-
nity to demonstrate our 
dedication to serve.

Russell E. Lloyd
Medical Center Director

VA Medical Center, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA Russell Lloyd
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80946074

We Salute All Who 
Have Served And 
Continue To Serve 
Our Country and 
Community.

Visit us at our new location:
942 Gri�n Pond Road
South Abington Township PA

A family owned and operated
business formerly in Dickson City
Featuring:
Kubota, Scag, Honda Power Equipment, Gravely,
Exmark, Echo, Ariens, Shindaiwa, Fisher, and Boss products

We provide customers in Northeast PA and surrounding areas the
best in sales, service, parts and accessories. We look forward to 
serving you in our new location.

NEW LOCATION!

Four Star McCabe Realty

The McCabe Team

Diane & Ed

Dir: 570.899.1990
Fourstarmccabe@gmail.com

Four Star McCabe Realty
Office 570.674.9950

Results That Can Move You 
In The Right Direction!

SERVICE • SERVICE • SERVICE!

Ask about our dedicated commission schedule 
we offer to our clients.

**COMMISSIONS RUN FROM 3% TO 6% DEPENDING 
ON THE TERMS OF THE LISTING**

Free Market Evaluation - No Obligation

Charlie
Office Mascot and 

Official Greeter

THANK YOU VETERANS FOR YOUR SERVICE!
AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU!

80945483

God Bless America

80
94
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Thank You to Our Veterans
for your service!

�ank You Veterans For Your Service!

No appointments!
Photos Printed while you wait.

Photography by Andy
570-696-4646

www.Photo-by-Andy.com
5 dug Rd. - Trucksville, PA 18708

Additional packages 
available for pick up or 
mailed at a later date.

80
94

50
21

1-5x7 $10.00 or 

2-5x7 $15.00

November 23rd, 2019  •  9am - 4pm
&

November 24th, 2019  •  9am - 2pm

639 Wyoming Avenue, Kingston • 570-287-9631   •  1313 Wyoming Avenue, Exeter • 570-655-8811 
SHOP 24/ 7   WWW.VOITEKT V.COM

80
94

38
75

HAPPY VETERANS DAY!

Thank you to all the brave men and 
women who have and continue to 

serve our country!

32 Forrest Street,
Wilkes-Barre, PA

www.scoreybros.com
(570)-829-5838

Scorey’s Floor
Covering Inc.

Professional
Installation

Free Estimates
• Carpet
• Hardwood Floors
• Vinyl Floors
• Ceramic Tile
• Laminate Floors
• Floor Care Products

Professional Installation
Free Estimates

THANK YOU VETERANS
FOR YOUR SERVICE!

80943640

• Carpet • Hardwood Floors • Vinyl Floors
• Ceramic Tile • Laminate Floors • Floor Care Products
Mon, Wed 9-5  |  Tues, Thu 12-7  |  Fri 9-3 • Sat 10-3  |  Closed Sunday

207 Center St., Dupont, PA 18641
www.jandmautobody.com

570-655-6271

•	Collision	Repair	
Experts

•	Frame	Repair
•	 Insurance	Claims

J&M has been providing 
quality collision repair 

since 1984.

inc.

207 Center Street
Dupont, PA 18641

570-655-6271

Skilled craftsman perform repairs 
with 30+ years of experience.

J&M uses the finest equipment and 
stays current with new technology.

Your One Stop Auto Repair Shop!

80943873

80945580

PETRO HARDWARE
& SUPPLY CO.

640 S. Main St., Inkerman
570-654-6725

BEST OF 
GREATER
PITTSTON

 THANK YOU

TO ALL OUR MILITARY 

PERSONNEL

FOR THE SACRIFICES

YOU HAVE MADE

FOR OUR FREEDOM.



Monday, November 11, 2019    29ETimes Leader VETERANS DAY

File photo
Stretching the length of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Station platform on East Market Street, Wilkes-Barre, are weapons carriers with caskets of the 33 soldiers from the 109th Field Artillery killed in a train 
crash in Ohio. Picture posted in the Wilkes-Barre Record on Sept. 15, 1950.

File photo
In perfect formation, the 967th Armored Field Artillery Battalion makes a right turn off the Market Street Bridge during the Armistice Day Parade on Nov. 11, 1950. 
Picture posted in the Evening News on Nov. 11, 1950.

By Ed Lewis
elewis@timesleader.com

One of the largest Armistice 
Day parades in the Wyoming 
Valley since the end of World 
War I was held Nov. 11, 1950.

Ten divisions took part in 
the 1950 parade, the 31st year 
the parade was held since the 
end of the Great War.

The parade was dedicated 
to the 33 soldiers of the 109th 
Field Artillery Battalion killed 
a train crash in West Lafay-
ette, Ohio, on Sept. 11, 1950. 
Nearly 280 soldiers and civil-
ians were injured.

Soldiers from the 109th 
were on their way to active 
duty as assigned to the 28th 
Infantry Guard Division. They 
were being transported to 
Camp Atterbury, Indiana, at 
the time of the train crash.

Lt. Col. Leon W. Beisel, 
commander of the 967th Field 
Artillery Battalion and gen-
eral chairman for the parade, 
announced Nov. 3, 1950, that 
the parade would be dedicated 
to the 33 soldiers.

“Let the people at home 
pause in their work of peace-
ful living to rededicate our-
selves to the cause of freedom 
by paying honor to those who 
gave their lives that we may 
live in peace,” Beisel told the 
parade committee as reported 
in the Evening News newspa-
per on Nov. 3, 1950.

“Next of kin of Korean casu-
alties and next of kin of the 
33 train wreck fatalities were 
given honored places to view 
the parade, special bleachers 
having been provided on Mar-
ket Street, opposite the West 
Side Armory,” the Evening 
News newspaper reported 
Nov. 11, 1950.

The Evening News reported 
Nov. 6, 1950, the parade was 
“expected to be the most 
mammoth event of its kind in 
years.”

Nearly every high school 
in the Wyoming Valley, at the 
time 20 high schools, took 
part in the parade with bands, 
strutters and cheerleaders 
attired in their school colors.

The parade began at Hoyt 
Street and Wyoming Avenue 
in Kingston and marched 
down Market Street across 
the Market Street Bridge into 
Wilkes-Barre.

“The leading contingents 
had just reached River Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, at 11 a.m. when 
the whistles and bells from 
churches, industrial plants 
and mine collieries sounded 
and the marching stopped. 
All persons parading came to 
attention as the various musi-
cal organizations sounded 
Taps,” the Evening News 
reported.

Men doffed their hats and 
women and children stood 
silent for a brief interval, and 
without a doubt, the thoughts 
of a large majority of those 
participating and viewing 
the parade were at that time 
with the 33 guardsmen of the 
109th killed in the Ohio troop 
train wreck, the newspaper 
reported.

Military vehicles in the 
parade included half-tracks, 
jeeps, scout cars and tank 
destroyers. The Air Section 
of the 967th Armored Field 
Artillery did a fly over and 
dropped a floral tribute to all 

comrades who sacrificed their 
lives for God and country, the 
Evening News reported.

Despite chilly temperatures 
in the low 40s, viewers were 
five to six deep along the 
parade route. Children sat 
on their fathers shoulders to 
watch.

The 109th Field Artillery 
did not participate in the 1950 
parade as they were in federal 
service.

Ten passenger cars made 
up the troop train that was 
stopped on tracks due to a 
ruptured air-brake hose on the 
steam locomotive when it was 

struck from behind by another 
train that failed to adhere to 
multiple stop signals and a 
flagman waving a lantern and 
flares.

When deceased soldiers 
returned home on Sept. 14, 
1950, more than 200,000 
people lined the streets from 
the Lehigh Valley Railroad 
Station on East Market Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, to the armory 
on Market Street in Kings-
ton, the Wilkes-Barre Record 
reported Sept. 15, 1950.

A monument outside the 
armory on Market Street hon-
ors those killed in the crash.

1950 Armistice Day Parade dedicated 
to 109th soldiers killed in train crash
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The Casting Specialists

5297 State Route 487 • Benton, PA 17814 • 570.925.6711 • Fax 570.925.6929 • bentonfoundry.com

Benton Foundry, Inc.

NOW HIRING FOR ALL SHIFTS
Opportunities available for women & men in a stable, automated, state-of-the-art

manufacturing facility.

Wages range from $14.36 (upon completion of training) to $20.10.

We run two, 10-hour shifts per production day. The daily shift schedules are
5:30AM to 4:00PM and 5:30PM to 4:00AM. The weekly work schedule is Monday -

Thursday. Friday work is scheduled as needed, in accordance with production
needs. Under normal business conditions, this means you get a 3-day weekend.

Part-time work also available
                                 • Blue Cross                              • 10 Paid Holidays
                                 • 401K Retirement Plan             • Bonus Plan
                                 • Vision and Dental Plans          •Tuition Reimbursement Program

Employment applications can be completed on-site
Monday - Friday from 8:00AM to 4:00PM.

Veterans encouraged to apply.

80945031
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Facility

relax, we fish, we hunt, 
we do shooting sports, 
we identify mushrooms, 
we identify trees. Really, 
the full spectrum of any-
thing that can be done 
outdoors, we can do 
here.”

Guedes said the most 
important thing to him 
is getting people who are 
struggling out of their 
homes and to have a bit 
of fun for a few days.

“It’s about breaking the 
pattern,” he said.

That pattern gets bro-
ken, he said, over days-
long hunting, fishing or 
other outdoorsy trips.

“It’s amazing what 
happens in a five-day 
period,” Guedes said, 
explaining he’s seen 
people’s outlooks on 
life totally turn around 
during their time at the 
camp.

Guedes said that Camp 
Freedom is fitted to sup-
port people of disabilities 
of all sorts — while he 
said the lodge and may 
aspects of the camp’s 
1,800 acres of activities 
have been designed to 
make things easier for 
physically disabled peo-
ple, he estimates approxi-
mately 80% of the vets 
and first responders who 
have visited the facility 
over the past two years 
have suffered from men-
tal struggles like PTSD 
and depression.

‘It saved me’
One of the people 

who’s benefited from 
Camp Freedom’s help is 
Kyle Jones, a 28-year-
old from South Canaan 
Township in Wayne 
County. Jones, a veteran 
of the Navy who was 
discharged after six and 
a half years due to an 
injury and a struggle with 
Crohn’s disease, said that 
helping at Camp Freedom 
has given him a reason to 
live again.

“(The discharge) 
wrecked my world, being 
told, ‘You can’t do this,’ 
something that I loved to 
do,” he said. “If I could 
still be in, I would be.”

Jones said he turned 
to alcohol after his dis-
charge, which caused 
him to sink deeper and 
deeper into depression.

“I barely left the house, 
at all, for anything,” he 
said. “I had a meeting 
up here, and I fell in 
love with this place, and 
something happened and 
I had motivation again.”

The dark place that 
Jones had been in up 
until fairly recently belies 
his sunny disposition; 
when speaking with a 
reporter, he was obvi-
ously filled with passion, 
having visibly fallen in 
love with the work he’s 
been able to do at Camp 
Freedom.

Jones led a tour 
around the property, 
driving an off-roading 
vehicle through the facil-
ity’s miles of trails. His 
eyes were bright as he 
described all the insider 
knowledge of various 
areas: this area will be 
cleared of trees; if you 
look through that clear-
ing, you might see a 
family of deer that often 
grazes there; there’s an 
abandoned mine shaft 
there, and you can see 
the steam belching from 
it during the winter 
months as the warmer air 
below ground hits the air 
above.

He’s been volunteering 
there for about a month 
now, and he said it’s 
already beginning to turn 
his life around. He hasn’t 
had a drink in a month, 
and he plans to keep it 
that way.

“If I hadn’t found this 

place, there’s a good 
chance I wouldn’t be 
here,” he said. “It saved 
me.”

‘We’re learning every day’
Guedes said Jones is 

hardly the only volun-
teer or guest who’s had 
that same story; in fact, 
those stories seem to be 
in the majority. He told 
of one of the camp’s few 
full-time employees, a 
combat veteran himself, 
who also turned his life 
around after his involve-
ment with the facility.

“I remember his wife 
giving me a hug and say-

ing, ‘Matt, thank you so 
much, it’s giving me my 
husband back,’” he said. 
“And it’s not us. It’s what 
we do.”

Over the past two 
years, Guedes said Camp 
Freedom has helped out 
more than 500 guests 
from more than a dozen 
states around the coun-
try. And he said this is all 
done at zero cost to those 
participating. Guests are 
selected after a lengthy 
application and screening 
process, which Guedes 
said is largely based on 
who Camp Freedom 
knows it is best fitted to 

help.
But he said they have 

plenty of plans to contin-
ue expanding and reno-
vating to be able to help 
more people and better, 
including the eventual 
construction of another 
lodge with more private 
rooms for guests.

“We’re learning every 
day how to serve our 
guests better,” he said.

If you or a loved one 
would benefit from time 
away at Camp Freedom, 
or if you’re interested in 
volunteering, check out 
the group’s web page, 
campfreedompa.org.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
One of the fishing spots at Camp Freedom.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
One of the fishing spots at Camp Freedom.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
A large buck on the property of Camp Freedom.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Kyle Jones, a volunteer and veteran of the Navy, and Mike Johnson, a veteran of the Army and Camp Freedom guide, help Camp Freedom hunter Bruce Crane, of Wisconsin, 
into an all terrain vehicle to go hunting Wednesday Nov. 7, 2019, at Camp Freedom in Carbondale, PA.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Bruce Adam Crane of Wisconsin prepares for an afternoon hunt while Mike Johnson readies to film 
the trip into the woods at Camp Freedom.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
The lodge at Camp Freedom in Carbondale.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Matt Guedes the Executive Director of Camp Freedom checks on 
hunters heading into the woods.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
One of the hunting blinds at Camp Freedom.
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Our Design Studio
Whether you’re building your dream home, 

remodeling your bathroom, kitchen, or simply 

need a new faucet or dining room chandelier, 

our experts can help you create the home of 

your dreams!

Stop in and visit the only KOHLER 
Premier Showroom in NEPA and get 

inspired!

Financing Available
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400 South Washington Ave. Scranton PA 18505
A Division of Hajoca Corporation
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