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Ph: 570-654-0036  •  Fax: 570-654-7890  •  www.deminicochiropractic.com
Pittston Chiropractic Clinic 84-86 South Main St. Pittston, PA 18640

Dr. Kaitlyn M. 
Connors

Dr. Eugene 
DeMinico

Board Certified Sports Physicians

We can help!

80949218

Congratulations to Wyoming area state Champs!
We are proud of you

TIMES LEADER MEDIA GROUPWyoming AreA 2019 PiAA CLASS 3A STATe CHAmPionS
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Exeter 693-2270

Congratulations
Wyoming Area Warriors State Champions!

80949281

Wyoming Ave., Exeter
570-693-2270 www.sabatinis.com
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Congratulations
to the Wyoming 
Area Warriors on 
their incredible 
performance in 
capturing their 

"FIRST STATE TITLE" 
in school history.

We Love you Dominic and 
can’t wait to continue to 

follow you on your journey. 
Keep steering that bus in the 

right direction!!

Love, Aunt Jo Ann, Uncle Phil, 
Philip, Paige, Jeff, Alexa and our 
sweet Maureen watching over 

all of the Warriors!!
108 Brown Road, Quackenbush Industrial Park

Pittston, PA 18640
(570)655-3312

Special shout-out 
to our very own 

#9 
Dominic 
DeLuca!!
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Warrior Pride has never been stronger!Warrior Pride has never been stronger!

Greenspace Properties 
would like to 
congratulate 

Coach Randy Spencer 
along with his entire staff 

and the incredible group of 
young men on your 

historic win!!! 
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Born to be champions
By Tony Callaio
For Times Leader Media Group

WEST PITTSTON – A 
day after securing the 
PIAA Class 3A state title 
game against Central Valley 
at Hersheypark Stadium, 
Wyoming Area quarterback 
Dominic DeLuca and fam-
ily went out for breakfast 
where they were greeted 
by applause and cheers as 
they walked through the 
restaurant.

DeLuca, 18, and team-
mates pulled off one of 
the most exciting fourth-
quarter comebacks for a 
state title game in recent 
memory by defeating West-
ern Pennsylvania’s Central 
Valley 21–14 after being 
down by two touchdowns.

The Warriors’ senior 
quarterback started playing 
organized football at age 
of 5 for the West Pittston 
Rams junior football team 
where his father Carl, a for-
mer quarterback and three-
year starter at Pittston 
Area, was one of his 
coaches. For the DeLuca’s, 
sports has played a big role 
in the family.

DeLuca’s mother Ree 
Ree was a former field 
hockey player at Bishop 

O’Reilly before playing 
at the collegiate level. 
DeLuca’s older sister Sally 
excelled at field hockey 
at Wyoming Area and 
Bloomsburg University and 
older brother Dante also 
played football for the War-
riors.

When DeLuca was 
playing junior football, 
he began his career as a 
quarterback before being 
changed to running back. 
By the time he go to sev-
enth grade at Wyoming 
Area, DeLuca told his 
coach at Wyoming Area 
he’d like to play quarter-

back.
“The coaches told me it 

was my choice to switch 
to quarterback and that’s 
what I did,” DeLuca said. 
“That’s what my dad did in 
high school so that’s what I 
wanted to do.”

DeLuca pointed out a 
lot of the members of the 
seventh grade Warrior 
team were the same players 
that played in the state title 
game.

Over the next two years, 
the team began to be cohe-
sive as they were learning 
and growing.

“Junior varsity, my fresh-

man year, we were unde-
feated beating Western 
Wayne and Prep and all 
those good teams,” DeLuca 
recalled. “I thought we had 
a pretty good team but 
didn’t look too much into 
the future.”

After having a success-
ful JV season his freshman 
year, the unexpected hap-
pened the next season. 
Longtime starting quarter-
back PJ Angeli suffered a 
season ending injury that 
thrust DeLuca into the 
number one spot leading 

State title years 
in the making 
for DeLuca, 
teammates

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s Dominic DeLuca ended his football career on a high note, helping his team win the school’s 
first-ever state title while capturing the game’s MVP award against Central Valley at Hersheypark Stadium on 
Dec. 7. DeLuca, 18, is shown holding the MVP award from the 2019 game against Pittston Area.

This one was for 
all the Warriors … 
past and present

WEST PITTSTON — Standing amidst 
a sea of green and gold, I’ll admit I never 
thought I’d see the day.

You see, I’m a Wyoming Area graduate. 
Class of 2014, a Warrior born and raised. 
I’ve seen a lot of teams come 
through this school, some 
good and some bad. I was 
there for the days of Nick 
O’Brien and Jeff Skursky 
tearing it up every Friday 
night.

But never did I think I’d 
be standing at the Jake, 
watching a group of the 
toughest, most resilient kids 
I’ve ever seen hoist a state 
championship trophy.

Walking through those gates was unlike 
any feeling I’d ever had before. I wasn’t 
a football player, I’m much too brittle for 
that, but through friends I had always felt 
a kinship with the football team.

So getting to see the kids ring the bell, 
getting to shake Randy Spencer’s hand 
and give Mike Fanti a hug, it just felt … 
right.

When the call came in from my boss, 
I was ready. I was at my desk, casually 
working on an article when word came 
in: Wyoming Area was having a victory 
parade, would I go cover it?

Would I? Oh, you bet.
I knew the turnout would be big, but 

I never imagined that I’d see Warrior 
Nation line the streets from the Midway 
to the Jake. As the parade processed 

Kevin 
Carroll
Warrior

Pride

See BORN | 8 See ALL | 17



570-655-1400

795 S Township Blvd. ,  Pittston,  PA 18640

SMILESBYINFANTINO.COM 

Community-Minded
 Dr. Sal Infantino has been serving the Pittston 

community since 1989, and every patient is 
a part of our dental family! Learn about what 

makes us different on our website.

All About You
We accommodate your needs, not ours. 

Compassionate care starts with listening to 
your needs and desires. We partner with you 

to find a solution for your unique smile.

All Under One Roof
We’re your one-stop shop for amazing care! 

Want a new smile? We can help! Want to 
freshen your look? Talk to us about BOTOX!

Visit our website to see all that we offer.

NEW 
PATIENTS 

WELCOME!

WAY TO GO!
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR STATE CHAMPIONS!

We love our Pittston community, and caring for your dental needs 
is what motivates us to bring you our VERY BEST - every day!
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From page 5

Born

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Dominic DeLuca, center, stands with his parents Carl and Ree Ree DeLuca at their West Pittston home.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Samuel Soloman looks to protect Warrior quarterback Dominic DeLuca as he 
looks for a receiver downfield in the state title game.

the varsity team as a sopho-
more.

“Sophomore year we played 
a lot of the big schools like 
Williamsport, Berwick, Dallas, 
Wallenpaupak, Crestwood,” 
said DeLuca. “I was only 160-
170 pounds and I took some 
beatings.”

Most 10th graders put in 
DeLuca’s position would have 
felt out of sorts, but he said he 
didn’t feel the pressure.

“I think I felt comfortable 
the whole way, honestly, all 
through sophomore year,” 
DeLuca said. “I mean it was a 
little bit of a learning experi-
ence sophomore year, but I 
wasn’t really scared to play, I 
was just like, I need to do my 
job.”

Going into junior year, there 
were high expectations on the 
team and they did have garner 
11 wins against one loss before 
bowing out of district semifi-
nals to Lakeland.

“We wanted to win districts 
but injuries killed us; there 
were a lot of injuries,” DeLuca 
recalled. “Six of our injured 
players that season had to have 
surgery.”

After losing out at a state 
run in 2018, DeLuca and com-
pany were determined more 
than ever to reach Hersheyp-
ark Stadium.

DeLuca recalled Warrior 
Coach Kim Pace predicting 
Wyoming Area would reach 
the title game all through sum-
mer practices.

“We all thought we could 
make a big run to states, 
but Coach Pace, who we 
all thought was crazy dur-
ing summer practices, kept 
saying, ‘This is for the state 
championship; we’re training 
for the state championship,’” 
DeLuca said. “We all thought 
that was crazy and we’ll never 

make it there, but we made it 
there and we won and it was a 
shocker.”

The Warriors suffered a big 
hit early in the 2019 campaign 
when feature running back 

Corey Mruk went down with 
an injury for the second year in 
a row that, once again, put him 
out for the season.

Another key player, Char-
lie Banashefski, was injured 

in week eight only to return 
to the lineup for the district 
championship game.

DeLuca wasn’t worried with 
two key injuries to the lineup.

“Next man up, that’s what 
Wyoming Area football is 
about, we always have to be 
ready for the next man up,” 
DeLuca admitted. “Darren 
(Rodney) stepped up and had 
a huge year at running back 
which helped a ton and so did 
Leo Haros.”

As the season progressed, 
the Warriors were defeating 
the opposition by large mar-
gins with the exception of 
Lake-Lehman and Dunmore 
when they got the call to play 
powerhouse Southern Colum-
bia in a non-conference game.

Having little time to pre-
pare for the Southern game, 
the final score was 42-0 with 
the Warriors playing them 
tough. Toward the end of the 

second quarter, the Warriors 
were only down by two scores 
before a last minute touch-
down by Southern increased 
the margin to 21 points.

The Warriors’ defense kept 
Southern Columbia out of the 
end zone in the first and fourth 
quarters.

Even with the loss, the team 
held their heads up high.

“After that game, I felt like 
we could be a great team for 
the rest of the season, I felt 
like we could make a run at 
states,” DeLuca said. “We 
held that caliber offense to not 
much with their inside running 
game, they had to outside and 
I thought that was great.”

The Warriors learned a lot 
from the Southern Columbia 
loss were DeLuca felt it made 
them stronger.

“It was more of a defeat 
that we needed,” DeLuca 
explained. “It was a butt-kick-
ing for us to keep our heads 
on our shoulders and not get 
a big head and I felt that was 
great for us for the rest of the 
season.”

The last game of the regular 
season was against crosstown 
rivals, Pittston Area, where 
history has shown anything 
could happen in that particular 
game.

“It didn’t matter who was on 
your team or what your record 
was, it was about who wanted 
to play and who wanted the 
game more,” DeLuca said. “I 
guess that day, we did.”

After the regular season was 
complete, the Warriors turned 
their attention to the playoffs 
with Lake-Lehman up first fol-
lowed by Scranton Prep.

“Against Lehman, we came 
out to play and we shut them 
down,” DeLuca said. “When 
we got to Scranton Prep we 
knew we were against a four-
year district champ and we 
wanted to shut that down. 
They hit us in the mouth; they 
were pretty physical, but we 

See BORN | 17
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The Board Certified Audiologists of The Hearing Center have a combined 70 years of experience serving hearing impaired adults and children 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania. We provide the people we serve with state-of-the-art hearing technology and professional service that is 
unmatched. With your lifestyle and budget in mind, we are committed to identifying the most appropriate hearing solution. Your hearing is 
our only focus. 
 
The Hearing Center is a comfortable environment in which your hearing is evaluated using the latest diagnostic equipment. We offer a 
full range of the latest technologies in hearing aids and listening devices and customize these solutions to your lifestyle and occupation. 
Our staff is trained to evaluate, service, and repair all makes and models of hearing aids. Our 70 years of experience and highest level of 
education allows us to provide unparalleled service.

For an appointment with one of our hearing care professionals, please call 570.287.8649. Payment plans available. 

If You Have Trouble HearIng or WITH Your PresenT HearIng aId
We Have a Solution!

601 Wyoming Avenue, Kingston • www.hearing-center.net
80949286

Experience Oticon Opn at no obligation and see how it improves your hearing and understanding of what others are saying.

Call 570-287-8649 today to reserve an appointment!

Dr. Joseph Motzko, Audiologist; Sherri Piccola, Patient Care Coordinator;
Erin Carrozza, Office Manager; Dr. Renee Monahan, Audiologist; Dr. Louis Sieminski, Audiologist

Experience Oticon Opn at no obligation and see how it improves 
your hearing and understanding of what others are saying.

Expires 12/31/19

Call today to
reserve an 

appointment
for your:

•  FREE Hearing Screening
•  FREE In-office demonstration
•  FREE No-Risk 2 week trial



80949490
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Jonathan J. Nelson
Century 21 Signature Properties
230 Ferguson Ave. • Shavertown, Pa. 18708
Office 570-675-5100
Cell 570-793-3539 (best way to reach me)
Email: jondotnelson@gmail.com

Congratulations to our 
Wyoming Area Warriors 

on “PLANTING THEIR FLAG” as State Champions!!!

80949334

#PLANTYOURFLAG

F11



Collision Repair Experts, Frame 
Repair, Insurance Claims

207 Center St., Dupont
(570) 655-6271

www.jandmautobody.com
80949465a

Congratulations Wyoming Warriors!
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Congratulations 
to the 

state Champs!

80949343

Congratulations 
Warrior Pride!
Best in State!

80
94

95
89

West Side Bait
453 W. 8th Street, West Wyoming

570-693-0248

CONGRATULATIONS
WYOMING 

AREA  
WARRIORS
STATE CHAMPIONS

80949565
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No. 1  Darren Rodney
No. 2  Quadre Sessoms
No. 3  Rocco Pizano

No. 4  Riley Rusyn
No. 5  Zajquay Williamson
No. 6  Brian Williams

No. 7  Nick Ross
No. 9  Dominic Deluca
No. 10 Nick George

THe WArriorS



Congratulations 
2019 State Football Champions!

We are so proud of you!

Joyce, Carmody & Moran P.C.
9 North Main Street, Suite 4

Pittston, PA 18640
570-602-3560

   www.joycecarmody.com
80949463
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COMMUNITY
REGIONAL CREDIT 

UNION
“Your Community. Your Credit Union.”

510 BRIDGE ST., OLD FORGE  
584 WYOMING AVE., KINGSTON

Congratulations
WYOMING AREA STATE CHAMPIONS

Scholarship Program for Member Students
My Mobile Money Mobile Banking App
24/7 Online Banking
No Fee Student Mastercard Debit Card 
MoneyPass Surcharge-free ATM Network
Electronic Bill Pay
Student Loans & Auto Loans

WWW.CRCU.INFO 

COME JOIN COMMUNITY REGIONAL TODAY!

Proud to be Your Community Credit Union!

TECHNOLOGY, PROGRAMS & SERVICES 
TO FIT YOUR BUSY SCHEDULE

80949301
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From the Adonizio Family
P.J., Alicia

Peter (WA Class of 2009), Maria and Joe (WA Class of 2012)

Adonizio Funeral Home, LLC
251 William Street • Pittston, PA

570-654-8683
adoniziofuneralhome.com

Congratulations 

Warriors

80949472
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down Wyoming Avenue, it 
hit me.

Wyoming Area did it.
They hung with one of 

the best teams in the state, 
they never said die, they 
came back from 14 points 
down and they won the 
whole thing. The first team 
state title EVER to come to 
Wyoming Area.

I just couldn’t believe it.
Journalistic integrity and 

objectivity were difficult to 
keep in mind the minute I 
stepped onto that field. I 
hadn’t been on it since my 
senior year, when I and a 
pack of Warrior students 
famously defended the bell 
from our rivals across the 
river in Pittston.

It felt good. It felt like 
home.

I knew I had to seek out 
one person, first and fore-
most: Dominic DeLuca.

It’s only natural, right? 
I mean, the kid had just, 
on one good leg, quarter-
backed his team to a state 
title. Was there any other 
option for the first inter-
view of the night?

But talking to Dom 
DeLuca was special for me 
on a personal level.

I’ve known DeLuca since 
he was just a little kid, run-
ning roughshod around 
the West Pittston Little 
League, often with his 
mother Ree Ree chasing 
frantically behind.

He’s a good kid. Seeing 
him grow and mature over 
the years from wild child 
to state champion has been 
such a rewarding experi-
ence. No one deserves it 
more.

As he wiped tears from 
his eyes and embraced me 
after the ceremonial ring-

ing of the bell, I almost 
welled up myself. I’ll be 
honest, even though I did 
absolutely nothing to con-
tribute to the Warrior’s run 
to a state championship, I 
felt like a champion, too.

And I wasn’t the only 
one. Fans and parents were 
crying, hugging and laugh-
ing as they took the field. 
This one was for all of us, 
too.

This was for everyone 
who came before, as well 
as everyone who would 
come after. This was for 
the Jim Pizanos, the Char-
lie McDermotts, the Far-
rad Condrys, the Michael 
Lumleys and Tyler Res-
cinitis and Matt Dimick’s 
of yesteryear (yes, I did 
just namedrop all of my 
football-playing friends 
from back in the day). This 
is for the young kids in the 
West Pittston Rams and 
Exeter Panthers programs 
who dream of hoisting that 
state title trophy.

It’s not an impossible 
dream anymore. It’s reality.

I’d like to formally con-
gratulate the 2019 Wyo-
ming Area Warriors for 
accomplishing what so few 
get to say they’ve done. 
In high school football, 
there is no greater honor 
than winning state, and 
in a football-rich state like 
Pennsylvania, it just means 
a little bit more.

Well done, boys. Drinks 
are on me (in a few years 
when you’re all 21, of 
course), and maybe we’ll 
even hang your jersey from 
the rafters of Dowse’s Suds 
and Grub. Don’t ever forget 
the legacy you’ve made for 
yourselves, and the imprint 
you’ve left on this town.

You’ve left some mighty 
large shoes to fill.

Kevin Carroll is a Times Leader 
reported and graduate of Wyoming 
Area.
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From page 5

All

played Wyoming Area smash-
mouth football.”

The state quarterfinal game 
against Montoursville was 
someone DeLuca considered 
one of the best teams they 
played all season. “They gave us 
a run for the money.”

After defeating Montoursville 
43-27 at Williamsport, the team 
looked towards the semifinal 
game against Tamaqua at what 
many felt was a home game at 
Wyoming Valley West Stadium.

“After Montoursville, we 
considered our next game as a 
business trip, we shut Tamaqua 
out and that was really huge,” 
DeLuca said. “We had to do our 
job, get our assignments done 
and play our football like we did 
all season.”

DeLuca admitted the team 
never looked ahead in the sched-
ule taking one game at a time. 
Leading into the state final with 
Central Valley, the approach was 
no different.

“I knew they were a very good 
team, they had a lot of speed 
and they had a lot of athletes,” 
DeLuca reflected. “I knew we 
had to keep them contained and 
keep them between the tackles. 
Derek (Ambrosino) and Caleb 
(Graham) did a good job of that 
and our linebackers made the 
plays when we needed it. The 
secondary, I feel, did great and 
they had fast kids and really 
good route runners and we shut 
them down.”

DeLuca gives credit to 6-foot-
4, 298 pounds senior lineman 
Samuel Solomon for stepping 
up his game in the 2019 cam-
paign after being out for most of 
the 2018 season.

“He definitely brought out 
the energy and the hype and the 
physicality, he made us step up 
by being physical at practice, 
games and everything we do 
and I feel that was huge for us,” 

DeLuca said.
DeLuca admitted the War-

riors started out slow for the 
entire first half of the game 
against Central Valley but 
stepped up towards the end of 
the second quarter.

“In the second half, the third 
quarter they smashed us in the 
mouth,” DeLuca said. “We kept 
our heads up, we kept playing 
our football and when the fourth 
quarter came along, we played 
amazing.

When the fourth quarter came 
along, me and Brian (Williams) 
connected on all those passes, 
Darren (Rodney) was running 
great, the line was blocking 
great and Riley Rusyn was huge 
for us with the 80-yard touch-
down, I felt that changed the 

whole game.”
The Rusyn touchdown was 

Wyoming Area’s first score on 
the day and the Warriors started 
to feel the momentum swing in 
their favor.

DeLuca chuckled as he admit-
ted the pass was intended for 
Ambrosino and not Rusyn, but 
was happy with the outcome.

“I was getting pressured in 
the pocket and Coach Rich 
always told the receivers if 
the quarterback is pressured, 
to come back to him and give 
him a target,” DeLuca said. “I 
didn’t see Rusyn at all and I 
saw Derek coming back to me 
and I launched it up to him and 
I guess all of Rusyn’s backyard 

From page 8

Born

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Warrior running back Darren Rodney gets through a huge hole against Central 
Valley.

See BORN | 29



Congratulations 
Wyoming Area State Football Champions!

From your friends at Driscolls Home Center!

Paint, Plumbing, Electrical, Key Cutting, Chip Key Cutting, 
Coal, Seasonal Supplies and more!

Driscoll’s Home Center 
More than just a hardware store

720 Wyoming Avenue
West Pittston

570-655-6500 
Hours Mon-Sat 8am-8pm

Sunday 8am-5pm

Driscoll’s Home Center

$7 off your purchase 
of $35 or more 
Now-Dec 31st.

Coupon must be surrendered at 
the time of purchase. Cannot be 

combined with other offers. Some 
exclusions may apply.

All CHriStmAS itEmS on SAlE!
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Offering leading names such as Masland, Mohawk, Shaw, Earthworks, Karndean, Armstrong and others.
We have a full line of Carpets (including area rugs), hardwood flooring, Luxury Vinyl tile, 

sheet vinyl and more.  
At Done Rite Carpets & Flooring, from commercial to residential, we have a floor for every need and 

for every budget. Sales, installs  and repairs - we do it all.

Jack Wise has been a leading force in Interior Design for over 45 years. 

With interior designers on staff, they are well versed in all aspects of wallpaper & window treatments 

 and furniture re-upholstery.

                                      Jack Wise has a full line of Graber and Hunter Douglas window treatments.  

                                         Let Jack and his staff bring your ideas to life.

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-5 & Sat 10-2. Phone - 570-299-0086

Rear 1620 Highway 315, Wilkes-Barre, PA

Congratulations
to the Wyoming Area Warriors

2019 State Champs!

From Start to Finish, 

   We Have You Covered!

Done Rite Carpets & Flooring
Inside Jack Wise Interiors

Jack Wise Interiors

80949430

FREE
Spill-Guard Pad

Thru 1-31-20

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4; Saturday 10-2. Phone 570-654-5707 

Buy 2 Get
1 FREE

Solar Shades
& Vertical

Blinds

Done Rite Carpets 
& Flooring

Jack Wise
I n t E R I O R S

T h e  D e s i g n  C e n T e r
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Wyoming Area smothers Mid Valley in debut
By Joe Soprano
jsoprano@timesleader.com

WEST PITTSTON 
— Wyoming Area head 
coach Randy Spencer 
couldn’t have asked for 
a better start to the high 
school football season.

Before the sun even set 
on Jake Sobeski Stadium 
on Friday night, Spen-
cer’s Warriors were well 
on their way to a 56-13 
victory over Mid Valley 
with what was a nearly 
perfect first quarter of 
football.

“We came out and I 
thought we did excep-
tionally well on both 
sides of the ball,” Spen-
cer said. “Special teams 
executed at a high level. 
And I’m very happy with 
our young – in terms of 
experience – offensive 
line came together and 
played.

The Warriors (1-0) 
were in control from the 
start.

After recovering Mid 
Valley’s opening kickoff 
at their own 47 yard line, 
Wyoming Area marched 
53 yards in seven plays 
for the opening score and 
a 7-0 lead.

Quarterback Dominic 
DeLuca did much of the 
work with his feet. On 
the second play of the 
drive, DeLuca rushed 
around the left side of 
the Warriors’ offensive 
line for 22 yards for a 
first and 10 at the Mid 
Valley 27. Three plays 
later he went around the 
left side again, running 

through two defenders 
at the goal line to score 
from 14 yards out.

Mid Valley went three 

and out on its first pos-
session of the game and 
gave the Warriors the 
ball back at Spartans’ 45 

after a punt.
This time, it took just 

six plays for Wyoming 
Area to find the end 

zone. Corey Mruk had 
runs of 13 and 9 yards 
to move the Warriors 
inside the Spartans 20 
yard line. DeLuca then 
found Brian Williams in 
the back corner of the 

endzone from 19 yards 
out to put Wyoming Area 
up 14-0.

After another three 
and out by Wyoming 

gAme 1:  Wyoming AreA 56, miD vALLey 13

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area wide receiver Brian Williams pulls in a 19-yard touchdown pass from quarterback 
Dominic DeLuca during a high school football game in West Pittston on Friday night.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Quarterback Dominic DeLuca scampers in for a Wyoming Area 
touchdown against Mid Valley at Jake Sobeski Field Friday nightin 
West Pittston.

Wyoming Area 56, Mid Valley 13
Mid Valley 0 0 0 13 — 13
Wyoming Area 28 21 7 0 — 56

First quarter
WA – Dominic DeLuca 9 run (Josh 
Cumbo kick)
WA – Brian Williams 19 pass from De-
Luca (Stanley Moderski kick)
WA - Brian Williams 59 punt return 
(Cumbo kick)
WA – DeLuca 22 run (Moderski kick)

Second quarter
WA – Corey Mruk 23 run (Cumbo kick)
WA – Jacob Williams 30 interception 
return (Moderski kick)
WA – Brian Williams 1 run (Cumbo 
kick)

Third quarter
WA – Richie Hyzinski 9 run (Sydney 
Kruszka)

Fourth quarter
MV — Jacob Manson 2 run (kick failed)
MV – Marc Perrone 1 run (Kick dood)
Team statisticsMVWA
First downs 7 13
Rushes-yards 33-136 27-229

Passing yards 0 23
Total yards 136 252
Passing 2-4-0 0-4-0
Sacked-yards lost 1-10 0-0
Punts-avg. 5-27 1-23
Fumbles-lost 0-0 1-0
Penalties-yards 4-30 6-26
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — MV, Sebastian Brudnicki 
6-(-8), Cristian Gonzalez 4-(-2), Zach-
ary Rebar 2-23, Patrick Ferke 1-9, Aar-
on Killino 3-0, Joe Killino 10-65, Marc 
Perrone 6-32, Darnell Calloway 3-17. 
WA, DeLuca 5-58, Corey Mruk 8-62, 
Dillon Williams 1-2, Darrem Rodney 
5-37, Colby Gashi 1-18, Brian Williams 
2-13, Jacob Williams 1-3, Jerrel Che-
palonis 1-2, Richie Hyzinski 3-34.
PASSING — MV, Patrick Ferke 0-4-0-1. 
WA, DeLucca 2-4-1-0
RECEIVING — WA, Brian Williams 
2-23
INTERCEPTIONS — WA, Jacob Wil-
liams 1-30
MISSED FGs — None.

See GAME 1 | 32



Congratulations WA Warriors

We’re proud of your history making win!

Rob Fumanti 
WA ‘92

Jenn Fumanti 
WA ‘02

570-540-9628
Specializing in all subjects, SAT/ACT Prep and College Admissions

80949452

Academy Tutoring
Making Your Stars Brighter!
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2019 STATe CHAmPion

Wyoming Area Warriors



Are you or someone
you know STRUGGLING
with hearing loss?
Call today to schedule 
an appointment for a 
FREE hearing test!

EXETER 
1137 Wyoming Avenue, Suite #1 • Exeter, PA 18643 

(570) 866-3055 • www.hearvana.com

2200 W. Hamilton St., #311 • Allentown, PA 18104 
165 Fallbrook St. • Carbondale, PA 18427

1126 Meade St. • Dunmore, PA 18512

175 East Brown St. • East Stroudsburg, PA 18301
606 Hamlin Highway • Hamlin, PA 18427

Plus, 5 Other Convenient Locations to Serve You!
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Stay healthy and in shape with us in the off season.
 Come in today for your 30-day free trial. 

We will help you build more...
Strength & Power •  Balance & agility • endurance • FlexiBility

320 S. Main St., Pittston, PA 18640 • (570)909-8556

Congratulations
Wyoming Area Warriors!

80949305
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A Proven Record of
Fighting for You!

Jackie Musto carroll law
655-1500121 S. Main St., PITTSTON

Personal Injury • Family Law • Wills & Estates • Social Security Disability

CONGRATULATIONS 
WYOMING AREA WARRIORS 

PIAA 3A STATE CHAMPS 2019!
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Tom Wysokinski, owner
Tommy

Jason

(570) 602-0864
Fax: (570) 602-0895
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94

92
26

Congratulations  on a Job Well Done!
 We are Proud of everyone!

All Service Rite, Inc.

80949464

Congratulations
Wyoming area Warriors

and our grandson

stanley 

#92
alWays keep 

your best foot 
forWard.

gramma t & 
grandpa J

TOP Of The slOPe 
ski shOP Inc.

100 S. Main St. Downtown Wilkes-Barre
570.822.6627

TOP Of The slOPe 
ski shOP Inc.

20% off all jackets to 
Wyoming area football team

and family! 80
94

94
93
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THe WArriorS
No. 11 Derek Ambrosino
No. 14 Usamah Alansari
No. 15  Blaise Sokach-Minnick 
No. 16  Nico Sciandra

No. 17  Jacob Williams
No. 18  Michael Mondlak
No. 19 Vincenzo Nova
No. 21  Drew Mruk

No. 22  Leonardo Haros
No. 23  Corey Mruk
No. 24  Sydney Kruszka
No. 25  Colby Gashi

TO 
SUBSCRIBE, 

CALL 
570

829-5000
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football days paid off and 
came across the middle 
and took it long.”

After playing tough 
defense, the Warriors 
took over before fac-
ing a 4th down play at 
the four-yard line when 
DeLuca hit a wide open 
Derek Ambrosino for 
a score and with a suc-
cessful PAT, the game 
was dead even at 14 with 
4:06 left in the game.

“I knew once we tied 
the game, we had a lot 
of time left,” DeLuca 
admits. “We’ve been 
down before in a fourth 
quarter and I felt there 
was a lot of time left. We 
knew we had to come 
back and I told the line 
to give me more seconds, 
hold on your blocks, 
and start getting a push 
up front and we could 
change the whole game.”

Eventually Wyoming 
Area got the ball back 
with 1:27 on the clock 
when DeLuca tossed a 
39-yard pass to Brian 
Williams to the one-yard 
line when DeLuca took 
the ball on a quarterback 
sneak over the left side 
of the line to score taking 
the lead for the first time 
in the game with 41-sec-
onds left.

“I knew they still had 
time to go down the field 
and they did,” DeLuca 
said. “They got down to 
the 30-yard line eventu-
ally and had a fourth and 
one when the Warriors 
held one last time.”

“It doesn’t feel real at 
all, I’ve been dreaming 
about this for very long 
time,” admitted DeLuca. 
“I grew up watching all 

the Hershey games and 
it didn’t feel real when 
it happened. We just 
won it and the emotions 
were high for everyone. 
Somebody has to win 
and someone has to lose, 
that’s a part of the game.”

At the completion of 
the game, the team was 
deluged with media espe-
cially wanting an inter-
view with DeLuca who 
had been named MVP.

The team drove back 
to Wyoming Valley where 
the Warrior motorcade 
was escorted by Greater 
Pittston fire trucks and 
emergency vehicles from 
the Midway Shopping 
Center to Anthony “Jake” 
Sobeski Field.

At Sobeski Field, the 
Warrior players rang the 
school bell after a vic-
tory as they had done for 
many victories.

Since the champion-
ship game, life has 
changed dramatically for 
DeLuca where the post-
game interviews con-
tinue, endless phone calls 
and text messages and 
colleges contacting him. 
This past week, DeLuca 
had a D-1 offer to play at 
Villanova University.

“He got sent home 
from Gerrity’s (super-
market) where he 
works,” Ree Ree said. 
“He was drawing too 
much of a crowd and it 
was distracting.”

DeLuca will take a lot 
from the championship 
game but he has one 
regret, his biggest fan 
and grandfather Malcolm 
DeLuca passed away in 
April 2018.

“Yeah, didn’t see my 
junior year and my 
senior year,” DeLuca 
said. “But I played for 
him and I know he was 
watching.”

From page 17

Born gAme 2:  Wyoming AreA 34, SCrAnTon PreP 0

Wyoming Area leaves no doubt
By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

SCRANTON — 
There was no show-
down Saturday after-
noon. Just sheer domi-
nation.

And Wyoming Area 
supplied it.

The Warriors used a 
vicious defense that cre-
ated five turnovers and 
shut down Scranton 
Prep’s running game 
to dismantle the four-
time District 2 Class 
3A champion 34-0 in a 
non-conference game 
at Scranton Memorial 
Stadium.

Defensive back 
Dominic DeLuca and 
linebacker FJ Brac-
cini had interceptions, 
with DeLuca returning 
his pick 28 yards for 
a touchdown. DeLuca 
also forced and recov-
ered a fumble, one of 
three by Prep. Brac-
cini also had a forced 
fumble.

Defensive lineman 
Sam Solomon had all 
three sacks and when 
Prep quarterback Paddy 
Grady did get off a 
pass, he or his receiver 
was often greeted with 
a violent hit.

“We saw on film that 
they were able to break 
tackles,” DeLuca said. 
“We needed to come 
down hill, hit them hard 
and not let go. Make 
sure we got them to the 
ground.”

It added up to Prep 
(1-1) being shut out 
in the regular season 

for the first time since 
Scranton defeated the 
Cavaliers 29-0 in Week 
5 of the 2011 season. 
The shutout was only 
the third suffered by 
Prep in its last 99 
games, with the other a 
35-0 loss to Middletown 
in the 2017 PIAA Class 
3A state quarterfinals.

“We’re just in that 
situation where we 
have those type of 
kids,” Wyoming Area 
coach Randy Spencer 
said. “Five four-year 
starters, we got talent-
ed guys who’ve gotten 
to that point they have 
that confidence on the 
field.

“Now it’s a matter of 
can they come together, 
can they bring everyone 
together and form that 
type of team that can go 
on that great run. Today 
was the kind of game 
where you find answers 
to those questions.”

The answers came 
quickly.

Braccini forced a 

fumble on Prep’s second 
play from scrimmage 
and seven plays later 
running back Leonardo 
Haros scored from three 
yards out. The Cava-
liers went three-and-out 
on their next posses-
sion and Wyoming Area 
(2-0) went on another 
seven-play scoring 
drive.

DeLuca banged off 
a few defenders on 
a 17-yard run to put 
the ball at the Prep 
7-yard line and scored 
on another run on the 
next play. DeLuca was 
back in the end zone 
four plays later with a 
28-yard interception 
return to boost the lead 
to 20-0 at halftime.

With the running 
game completely 
obliterated in the first 
half, Prep turned to 
a short passing game 
in the third quarter in 
an effort to rally. The 
Cavaliers had middling 
success in the change 
of strategy, but also had 

their share of troubles.
Braccini received a 

bonus on Prep’s 10th 
play of the third quar-
ter. He came up for a 
big hit on a receiver, 
but instead had the ball 
roll off the Prep player 
and into his arms. After 
a couple of runs by run-
ning back Corey Mruk, 
DeLuca dropped a pass 
over a defender and 
into the hands of receiv-
er Brian Williams for a 
44-yard touchdown.

Prep’s next posses-
sion also ended in a 
turnover as DeLuca 
stripped the ball and 
recovered it. Mruk 
capped the scoring a 
short time later with a 
1-yard run.

The Cavaliers’ deep-
est journey inside 
Wyoming Area territory 
came early in the fourth 
quarter. They drove to 
the Warriors 10-yard 
line, but Solomon flat-
tened Grady for a sack 
on third down, ending 
the threat.

Wyoming Area 34, Prep 0
Wyoming Area 6 14 14 0 — 34
Scranton Prep 0 0 0 0 — 0

First quarter
WA — Leonardo Haros 3 run (kick 
blocked), 2:57

Second quarter
WA — Dominic DeLuca 7 run (run 
failed), 10:20
WA — DeLuca 28 interception return 
(FJ Braccini from DeLuca), 3:23

Third quarter
WA — Brian Williams 44 pass from 
DeLuca (Stanley Moderski kick), 8:04
WA — Corey Mruk 1 run (Josh Cumbo 
kick), 1:45
Team statistics WA SP
First downs 14 11
Rushes-yards 36-13 123-(-1)
Passing yards 122 146
Total yards 253 145
Passing 6-13-21 6-29-2
Sacked-yards lost 0-0 3-19
Punts-avg. 2-44.5 4-22.2
Fumbles-lost 1-0 5-3

Penalties-yards8-752-30
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Wyoming Area, C.Mruk 
14-16, DeLuca 9-58, Braccini 2-7, 
Haros 4-11, Dillon Williams 2-8, Drew 
Mruk 4-1, Jacob Williams 1-1, team 
1-(minus-1). Scranton Pre, Tucker 
Johnson 3-1, Paddy Grady 7-(mi-
nus-10), London Montgomery 3-7, 
Ryan McAndrew 7-19, Aden Johnson 
1-(minus-2), TJ Roque 1-3, team 
1-(minus-21).
PASSING — Wyoming Area, DeLuca 
6-11-1-122, J.Williams 0-2-1-0. Scran-
ton Prep, Grady 16-28-2-145, Gianni 
Argenta 0-1-0-0.
RECEIVING — Wyoming Area, 
B.Williams 4-76. C.Mruk 1-9, 
J.Williams 1-37. Scranton Prep, Rob 
Rossi 4-15, Brendan Colleran 3-41, 
Carter Odell 7-66, Johnson 1-9, Chris-
tian Graniel 1-15.
INTERCEPTIONS — Wyoming Area, 
DeLuca 1-28, Braccini 1-11. Scranton 
Prep, Odell 1-0, McAndrew 1-14.

Braccini
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Alberts’s Pharmacy, 201 South Main St., 
Pittston - 570-299-5150
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No. 26  Charlie Banashefski
No. 30  Vicienzo Giambra
No. 35  Enzo Scotto-Siluzio
No. 36  FJ Braccini

No. 38  Matt Skilonger
No. 40  Matt Ragantesi
No. 42  Richie Hizynski
No. 43  Dillon Williams

No. 44 & 69  Nicholas Elko
No. 45  Dylan Rosati
No. 46  Daniel Angus
No. 47  Jerrel Chepalonis

THe WArriorS
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gAme 3:  Wyoming AreA 34, norTHWeST AreA 3

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader

Area, Williams gave Wyo-
ming Area a three-score 
lead with a zig-zagging 
59-yard punt return for 
a touchdown and a 21-0 
lead.

“I was supposed to take 
it left,” Williams said of 
the score. “I saw no room 
there, so I took it up the 
middle, busted out right 
and then just out ran 
everybody.”

DeLuca would add 

another rushing touch-
down before the first 
quarter was over, scoring 
from 22 yards out, and 
the Warriors led 28-0 with 
40 seconds still left in the 
first quarter.

The Warrior defense 
got in on the scoring in 
the second quarter.

After Mruk made it 
35-0 with a 16-yard touch-
down run with 8:10 left in 
the half, Jacob Williams 
picked off at Patrick Ferke 
pass and returned it 30 
yards for a touchdown 
and a 42-0 lead with 7:02 
left in the half.

Brian Williams added 
another touchdown on a 
1-yard end around with 
just 1:13 left in the half 
as the Warrior defense 
continued to baffle the 
Spartans.

Mid Valley didn’t get 
its first first down of the 
game until there was just 
20 seconds left in the first 
half.

Richie Hyzinski scored 
the Warriors’ final touch-
down to make it 56-o 
with 4:38 left in the third 
quarter before Mid Valley 
added two touchdowns in 
the fourth quarter.

Wyoming Area rolls past Northwest
By Ross Turetsky
For Times Leader

UNION TWP. — The 
visiting Wyoming Area 
Warriors started out 
slow on the road Friday 
night, but picked it up 
and ran away with a 
dominant 34-3 Wyoming 
Valley Conference vic-
tory over the Northwest 
Rangers to remain unde-
feated.

Coming into the ball 
game both squads were 
red hot, as Northwest 
was 2-0 after squeak-
ing out an 8-7 win over 
Lackawanna Trail in its 
opener and last week 
crushing Holy Redeemer 
43-7. Meanwhile, Wyo-
ming Area was riding 
high after two blowout 
wins to start the season, 
as the Warriors routed 
Mid Valley 56-13 in their 
opener and then last 

week shut out Scranton 
Prep 34-0.

Northwest controlled 
the entire first quar-
ter and even the first 
minutes of the second 
stanza. Its lengthy and 
impressive opening drive 
lasted all the way until 
10:26 left in the second 
quarter, when kicker 
Jack Wessler connected 
on a 33-yard field goal to 
give the Rangers a 3-0 
lead.

Not only was North-
west’s offense rolling and 
controlling the clock, the 
Rangers ate up so much 
time earlier on in the 
contest that they helped 
their defense by not 
allowing the Wyoming 
Area offense to take the 
field for a big chunk of 
the game.

However, that early 
Northwest momentum 
would be short lived, as 

Wyoming Area ripped off 
34 unanswered consecu-
tive points.

The Warriors started 
off quickly, as they took 
their first kickoff return 
all the way to the North-
west 22-yard line. That 
set up a quick 16-yard 
touchdown scamper 
from senior running back 
Corey Mruk on just the 
team’s second play on 
offense in the game to 
snatch the lead at 6-3 
with 9:29 left in the first 
half.

Less than four minutes 
later, Mruk was heard 
from again, as he took 
another 16-yard rush all 
the way to the house to 
up his club’s advantage at 
12-3, a lead the Warriors 
took into halftime.

Another big turning 
point in the game was 
after Northwest success-
fully surprised Wyoming 

Area and recovered the 
opening second half 
onside kick. The Rangers 
offense gave that momen-
tum back when Wyoming 
Area’s Darren Rodney 
picked off a pass.

Wyoming Area took 
advantage of that mis-
take and Mruk electri-
fied his sideline with a 

56-yard touchdown run 
with 10:42 left in the 
third period to up the 
Warriors lead at 20-3. 
On the evening, Mruk 
ran for a game high 104-
yards on just six carries 
and scored three touch-
downs all coming from 
the mighty ground game.

The game was finally 

clinched and broken 
open, when senior Dil-
lon Williams intercepted 
another pass just as 
Northwest was driving 
deep into enemy terri-
tory and on the verge of 
tightening up the ball 
game. Williams jumped 
in front of a would-be 
high arching screen 
pass to Rangers tailback 
George May, and sprint-
ed down the sidelines for 
a 79-yard interception 
touchdown return to 
increase the Wyoming 
Area lead to 27-3 just 38 
seconds into the fourth 
and final quarter of play.

The final score came 
with just 2:47 left in 
regulation when senior 
signal caller Dominic 
DeLuca hooked up 
in the end zone on a 
41-yard touchdown bomb 
through the air to fellow 
senior Riley Rusyn.

Wyoming Area 34, 
Northwest Area 3

WA  0 12 8 14—34
NA  0 3 0 0—3

Second Quarter
NA – Jack Wessler makes 33 yard FG, 
10:26.
WA – Corey Mruk 16 run (Josh Cumbo 
misses extra pt.), 9:29.
WA – Corey Mruk 16 run (2pt. fails), 
5:45.

Third Quarter
WA – Corey Mruk 56 run (2 pt. good), 
10:42.

Fourth Quarter
WA – Dillon Williams 79 INT Return 
(Cumbo makes extra pt.), 11:22.
WA – Riley Rusyn 41 pass from Domi-
nic DeLuca (Cumbo makes extra pt.), 
2:47.
Team statistics WA NA
First downs 13 13
Rushes-yards 198 66
Passing yards 134 69
Total yards 332 135

Passing 6-8-1-0 6-11-0-2
Sacked-yards lost 0-0 2-13
Punts-avg. 1-48 5-58
Fumbles-lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-yards 16-12 52-10

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING – WA, Corey Mruk 6-104, 
F.J. Braccini 3-39, Dominic DeLuca 
4-32, Darren Rodney 1-2, Dillon Wil-
liams 1-3, Leonardo Haros 2-18. NA, 
George May 24-39, Jake Bobersky 
11-29, Ryan Wassel 6-0, Chase Biller 
1-3, Hunter Gmiter 2-0, J.T. Brubaker 
1-neg. 5.
PASSING – WA, Dominic DeLuca 6-8-
134-1-0. NA, Ryan Wassel 6-11-69-0-2.
RECEIVING- WA, Brian Williams 4-61, 
Riley Rusyn 1-41, Corey Mruk 1-32. NA, 
John Savakinus 2-24, Jake Bobersky 
1-3, Chase Biller 1-8, J.T. Brubaker 2-34.
INTERCEPTIONS – WA, Darren Rod-
ney 1-0, Dillon Williams 1-79. NA, None.
FIELD GOALS — WA, None. NA, Jack 
Wessler 1-33.

From page 20

Game 1 The Wyoming 
Area defense 
gang tackles 
a Mid Valley 
runner during 
Friday night’s 
football 
game in West 
Pittston.



Congratulations!
Way to Go

Wyoming Area Warriors!
2019 State Champions

Pittston City Officials 
Mayor Michael Lombardo

Councilman Danny Argo

Councilman Kenneth Bangs

Councilman Michael Lombardo, Esq.

Councilman Joe McLean

Controller Chris Latona

Community Development Director 

Joseph Chacke

Administrator Joseph Moskovitz

Treasurer Kathy Cunard
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259 Wyoming Ave. • Wyoming 
570.693.5910
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• gold & Silver JeWelry   • gem StoneS   • religiouS JeWelry

• Complete JeWelry repAirS (done on premiSeS)

Congratulations to the players and 
coaches on a great season and on 
winning the State Championship!!

- Proud Warrior Alumni

Hours: Tues. Wed. Thurs. 9am - 5:30pm • Fri. 9am - 6pm • Sat. 10am - 3pm

Congratulations
to Wyoming Area 
Football Team for 
a job well done!
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Handyman Matters
323 Wyoming Avenue, Wyoming

570-299-5951

Congratulations
Wyoming Area Warriors!

Paint Pittston Pink
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THe WArriorS

No. 50  Dante Bovani
No. 51  Bryce Hinkle
No. 52  Nasir Condry

No. 53  AJ Merlino
No. 54  Matt Clarke
No. 56 Alessandro Mannino

No. 57 Owen Kelly
No. 58  Ethan Speece
No. 59  Jayden Rusyn



Congratulations 
Wyoming Area Warriors for your outstanding season!

Mayor Michael Lombardo
Pittston City
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CONGRATULATIONS

Matt # 62 and Warrior Team
For a Phenomenal season!

The Pelleschis
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92

74
80949511

Congratulations Warriors!

gashi & sons tree svc.
570-693-1875
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THe WArriorS

No. 62  Matt Pelleschi 
No. 63  Dustin Doria
No. 64  Vincent Bowers

No. 66  Shawn Kostak
No. 68  Jaleem DeJesus
No. 71 Thomas Wycoski

No. 72  Tyler Brzozowski
No. 73  Ryan Gilpin
No. 74  Kameron Barber
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gAme 4:  Wyoming AreA 48, nAnTiCoke AreA 7

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area coaches, players and cheer squad pose for one last photo at Hersheypark Stadium as the 2019 Class 3A state title champions.

Warriors roll on after season-ending injury to top rusher Mruk
By Dave Rosengrant
For Times Leader

NANTICOKE — When 
Corey Mruk left last 
week’s Wyoming Area 
win with an injury, the 
severity wasn’t known.

Soon after, it was 
learned that the running 
back suffered a devastat-
ing knee injury and his 
season ended early for the 
second straight year.

Luckily for the War-
riors, they have plenty of 
depth at the position. The 
depth showed on Friday 
night against Nanticoke 
Area as 12 different play-
ers carried the ball, four 
different backs scored 
rushing touchdowns and 

the team combined to run 
for 220 yards as the War-
riors defeated the Trojans 
48-7.

“Without Mruk, it’s a 

huge loss, offensively and 
defensively, but it’s next 
man up,” Warriors quar-
terback Dominic DeLuca 
said. “That’s what we’ve 

been saying all year the 
last two seasons. … I have 
a lot of confidence in (the 
other backs). I trust them 
with the ball, and I think 
they’ll get the job done 
just as well.”

Mruk, who led the 
team in rushing last 
season with more than 
1,000 and was well on his 
way to reaching the mile-
stone this season, was on 
crutches on the sideline 
and was in good spirits 
cheering on his team.

“It’s heartbreaking,” 
Warriors coach Randy 
Spencer said. “Corey’s 
been playing for us since 
a freshman. He was 
looking very strong this 
year. It’s a heartbreak 

whenever anybody suffers 
an injury like that. One 
of our senior leaders, an 
outstanding leader. My 
heart breaks for him. But 
he’s handling it as good as 
anybody.”

Without the standout 
runner, the Warriors 
turned to a plethora of 
backs on Friday night. 
After DeLuca got the 
scoring started with a 
pair of touchdown passes 
in the first quarter to 
Brian Williams and Caleb 
Graham for a quick 14-0 
lead, the running game 
took over.

Darren Rodney (11 
yards), Leo Haros (6 
yards), Vincenzo Giambra 
(1 yard) and Drew Mruk 

(20 yards) all had first-
half scores as Wyoming 
Area (4-0) led 42-0 at 
halftime. Drew Mruk 
added a 10-yard TD scam-
per in the third quarter. 
The younger Mruk, a 
freshman, went for a 
game-high 52 yards on 
just three carries.

“Unfortunately, we’re 
familiar with losing key 
guys, so guys who have 
been a part of the team 
the last several years have 
been aware of injuries like 
that,” Spencer said. “And 
in past years, they’ve 
done a great job stepping 
up.

“I think again tonight 

Wyoming Area 48, Nanticoke 
Area 7

Wyoming Area 28 14 6 0 — 48
Nanticoke Area 0 0 0 7 — 7

First Quarter
WA – B. Williams 4 pass from DeLuca 
(Moderski kick) 10:47
WA – Graham 21 pass from DeLuca 
(Moderski kick) 4:04
WA – Rodney 11 run (Moderski kick) 
3:09
WA – Haros 6 run (Moderski kick) :12

Second Quarter
WA – Giambra 15 run (Moderski kick) 
10:04
WA – D. Mruk 20 run (Moderski kick) 
2:19

Third Quarter
WA – D. Mruk 10 run (kick failed) 3:34

Fourth Quarter
NAN – Park 6 run (Klepadlo kick) 
10:19
Team statistics WA NA
First downs 14 9
Rushes-yards 27-220 42-119

Passing yards 81 7
Total yards 301 126
Passing 3-5-0 2-5-0
Sacks by-yards lost 0-0 0-0
Punts-avg. 0-0.0 4-24.8
Fumbles-lost 0-0 5-1
Penalties-yards 3-35 4-45
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
PASSING — WA, DeLuca 3-4-0-81, 
Sokach-Minnick 0-1-0-0. NA, Marcella 
2-5-0-7.
RUSHING — WA, Rodney 7-44, De-
Luca 2-31, D. Williams 1-3, Z. Williams 
1-9, Haros 1-6, Giambra 2-22, Scotto-
Diluzio 1-13, D. Mruk 3-52, Rusyn 1-5, 
Sciandra 5-8, Hyzinski 1-25, Gashi 
1-3, TEAM 1-(minus-1). NA, Park 6-32, 
Lohman 18-52, Kudrako-Kashatus 
7-29, Ammons 4-16, Marcella 4-(mi-
nus-1), TEAM 3-(minus-9).
RECEIVING — WA, B. Williams 2-60, 
Graham 1-21. NA, Ammons 1-7.
INTERCEPTIONS — none
MISSED FGS — none

See GME 4 | 39



Congratulations to 
Dante Bovani #50 

and the 

2019 Wyoming Area Warriors
 on your 

PIAA 3A State Championship. 

We are very proud of you. 

Love,

Mom, Jonathon, 
Grammy, Poppy, 

Uncle Duke, 
Uncle Ryan, and 

Ashley

80949352

This historic season 
will be the legacy 

you leave to future 
Warrior Nations. 
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Charlie Banashefski 
stepped up defensively. 
And offensively, we’ve got 
a lot of guys who can run 
the ball, are very talented 
backs and stepped up for 
Corey and certainly car-
ried his workload for him 
tonight.”

The Warriors defense 
also dominated on the 
evening, holding the 
Trojans to 127 total yards 
and just 24 total yards in 
the first half with the first 
team in the game.

The Trojans (0-4) strug-
gled mightily offensively, 
fumbling five times, losing 
one, and didn’t get much 
offense going until the 
second half. That’s when 
Pierson Park picked up a 
6-yard TD run in the first 
two minutes of the fourth 
quarter. The team also put 
together a goal-line stand 
in the fourth quarter when 
the Warriors drove to the 
3, but the Nanticoke Area 
defense forced a turnover 
on downs.

“We played hard. But 
that’s why they’re one of 
the top-ranked teams in 
the state,” Trojans coach 
Ron Bruza said. “We just 
gotta start punching the 
ball in the end zone and 
taking care of our own. 
We can’t make mistakes 
against a team like that.

“Going forward, we got 
a bunch of seniors that 
can play football. We got 
our homecoming game 
coming up next week 
with Holy Redeemer. We 
got a few games coming 
up that we can at least be 
positive and actually be 
productive in. So we just 
keep plugging away.”
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From page 37

Game 4

Warriors roll past Tunkhannock

gAme 5:  Wyoming AreA 49, TUnkHAnnoCk 10

Zachary Allen | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s Darren Rodney (No. 1) fends off Tunkhannock’s Nathan Lord (No. 15) during Friday’s game.

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

WEST PITTSTON — Just in 
case they forgot, the Wyoming 
Area Warriors were reminded 
on several occasions this week 
by their coaches.

Two weeks in a row, 
Tunkhannock was down big 
and rallied for wins.

“They were nonstop talking 
about it every day,” Wyoming 
Area receiver Brian Williams 

said.
Some deficits, though, are 

just too much to overcome, 
and Wyoming Area made sure 
there would be no second-half 
Tunkhannock heroics on Friday 
night.

The Warriors scored on all 
six of their first-half posses-
sions, shut down Tunkhan-
nock’s offense completely and 
rolled to a 49-10 victory in a 
Wyoming Valley Conference 

interdivisional game.
Running back Darren Rod-

ney, starting in place of injured 
Corey Mruk, ran for 118 yards 
and two touchdowns on 14 car-
ries. All came in the first half. 
Between Rodney’s TD runs, 
quarterback Dominic DeLuca 
threw TD passes of 19 and 47 
yards to Williams and 37 yards 
to tight end Caleb Graham.

The TD passes to Williams 
marked the fifth time DeLuca 

has connected for scores this 
season with his senior class-
mate.

“I kind of give him that look 
that I’m going up and I’m going 
to get it for you and we’re 
going to get this touchdown,” 
Williams said.

DeLuca’s other touchdown 
pass hit Graham in stride run-
ning down the left hashmarks.

Wyoming Area (5-0) put the 

See GAME 5 | 40
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final touches on the 42-0 
halftime lead by driving 
97 yards for its sixth 
touchdown. Zajquay Wil-
liamson ran in from 12 
yards out with 2:35 in the 
second quarter, giving 
the Warriors 358 yards 
through the first half.

“(Tunkhannock) has 
done a great job the 
last couple of weeks of 
coming from behind 
and competing at a high 
level, especially late in 
games,” Wyoming Area 
coach Randy Spencer 
said. “So I thought it was 
very important for us to 
get off to a fast start. We 
were able to do that and 
defensively we were get-
ting a little pressure, play 
a little tight coverage and 
were able to be success-
ful with that early.”

Tunkhannock quarter-
back Jack Chilson entered 
the game with the most 
passing yards in the 
WVC, but was just 4-of-
11 for 17 yards in the first 
half. The ground game 
wasn’t much better as the 
Tigers (3-2) had just 29 
yards at the break.

Tunkhannock crossed 
midfield once in the first 
half, moving to the Wyo-
ming Area 38-yard line 
midway through the sec-
ond half. Wyoming Area 
defensive end Derek 
Ambrosino, though, 
recorded consecutive 
sacks to end the threat.

The entire second 
half was played by the 
reserves from both sides. 
Tunkhannock scored 
its only touchdown on 
a 6-yard pass from Ben 
Chilson to Nathan Lord 
with 8:33 left in the 
fourth quarter.
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Zachary Allen | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s Dominic DeLuca avoids Tunkhannock defenders during Friday’s game.

Wyoming Area 49, 
Tunkhannock 10

Tunkhannock 0 0 3 7 — 10
Wyoming Area 28 14 0 7 — 49

First quarter
WA — Darren Rodney 6 run (Stanley 
Moderski kick), 7:53
WA — Brian Williams 19 pass from 
Dominic DeLuca (Josh Cumbo kick), 
6:26
WA — Caleb Graham 37 pass from De-
Luca (Moderski kick), 3:46
WA — B.Williams 47 pass from DeLuca 
(Cumbo kick), 0:30

Second quarter
WA — Rodney 5 run (Moderski kick), 
8:27
WA — Zajquay Williamson 12 run (Syn-
dey Kruszka kick), 2:35

Third quarter
TUNK — Jaxson Montross 32 FG, 4:40
Fourth quarter
TUNK — Nathan Lord 6 pass from Ben 
Chilson (Montross kick), 8:33
WA — Vincenzo Nova 1 pass from 
Blaise Sokach-Minnick (Kruszka kick), 
1 :35

Team statistics TUN WA
First downs 5 22
Rushes-yards 19-49 40-269
Passing yards 65 185

Total yards 114 454
Passing 6-19-1 6-14-0
Sacked-yards lost 2-17 0-0
Punts-avg. 6-40 2-32
Fumbles-lost 1-1 1-0
Penalties-yards 3-39 7-37

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Tunkhannock, Gavin 
D’Amato 5-11, Jack Chilson 4-1, Ty 
Konen 9-18, Jake Frisco 1-3, Matt Pre-
bola 1-7, B.Chilson 1-0, Connor Elgin 
2-9. Wyoming Area, Rodney 14-118, 
DeLuca 3-56, Leo Haros 2-24, Dillion 
Williams 1-0, FJ Braccini 1-10, Zajquay 
Williamson 2-11, Enzo Scotto-Diluzo 
1-0, Drew Mruk 6-32, Richie Hyzin-
ski 6-30, Daniel Angus 2-7, Colby Gashi 
1-12, team 1-(minus-26).
PASSING — Tunkhannock, J.Chilson 
4-11-0-17, B.Chilson 2-8-1-48. Wyoming 
Area, DeLuca 4-8-0-144, Sokach-Min-
nick 2-6-0-41.
RECEIVING — Tunkhannock, Pre-
bola 2-9, D’Amato 1-(minus-4), Jha-
mal Zacharias 1 -12, Evan Sackmann 
1-42, Nathan Lord 1-6. Wyoming Area, 
B.Williams 2-66, Graham 1-37, Riley 
Rusyn 1 -41, Usamah Alansari 1-40, 
Nova 1-1.
INTERCEPTIONS — Wyoming Area, 
Nick Ross 1-0.
MISSED FGs — none.

Zachary Allen | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s Darren Rodney finished with 118 yards and two touchdowns, all coming in the first 
half Friday night.

From page 39

Game 5



Congratulations Warriors!
Law Offices of

Laura C. Dennis, esq.
Proud graduate of Wyoming Area High School, Class of 1991

843 Exeter Ave.West Pittston, PA 18643  |  (570) 655-9819
“Everyone has the fire, but the champions know when to ignite the spark.”

-Amit Ray

Congratulations to the players, coaches, cheerleaders, cheer coaches, band, band directors and all the staff and parents who tirelessly 
devoted themselves to the success of this season. And to the players, you ignited a spark that will burn forever in the history of Wyoming 

Area. Enjoy the success of all your hard work! 

80949476

Congratulations to the Wyoming Area
State Championship Football Team 2019

You have maDe our entire CommunitY so prouD!

CaDe’s Coins
1187 Wyoming ave. exeter, pa 18643  |  (570) 762-1298

Cade’s is a proud supporter of Warrior Nation

Check us out on the corner of Wyoming Ave. and Valley St. Buying and Selling Gold and Silver Bullion, Coins and Jewelry
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gAme 6:  Wyoming AreA 35, LAke-LeHmAn 30

Warriors rally to defeat Lehman
By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

LEHMAN TWP. — 
Wyoming Area’s first-team 
defense hadn’t allowed a 
point all season. By half-
time Friday night, the unit 
had surrendered 24.

But the defense made a 
play in the third quarter 
that flipped the momen-
tum as the Warriors rallied 
to defeat Lake-Lehman 
35-30 in a Wyoming Valley 
Conference Division 3A-A 
game.

Wyoming Area 
improved to 6-0. Lehman 
fell to 4-2.

Wyoming Area cut the 
deficit to 24-21 on a 1-yard 
TD run by Darren Rodney 
with 5:13 left in the third 
quarter. Lehman, though, 
drove to the Warriors 
20-yard line on its ensuing 
possession with a 41-yard 
run by quarterback Ethan 
Adams the big play of the 
drive.

From there, misfor-
tune struck for the Black 
Knights. They fumbled 
in the backfield and as 
a few Warriors tried to 
pick up the loose ball it 
kept rolling and rolling. 
Linebacker FJ Braccini 
finally flopped on the ball 
at midfield, giving Wyo-
ming Area excellent field 
position.

Rodney ran for an 
8-yard score four plays 
later, putting Wyoming 
Area up for good 28-24 
with 20 seconds left in the 
third quarter.

Wyoming Area’s defense 

also came up big late in 
the second quarter, hold-
ing Lehman to a field goal 
after the Black Knights 
had a first-and-goal from 

the Warriors 5-yard line.
“Any stop is a big stop,” 

Wyoming Area coach 
Randy Spencer said. 
“But making there going 

into the half, making it a 
10-point deficit instead 
of a two-touchdown lead. 
That hopefully starts you 
going the other way, but 

you still have to answer 
the bell in the second 
half.”

Rodney certainly did. 
He ran eight times for 28 

yards in the first half, but 
finished with 21 carries 
for 145 yards. Rodney, 

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area quarterback Dominic DeLuca runs a keeper down the left sideline for a touchdown against Lake-Lehman in WVC football action Friday night in Lehman 
Township.

See GAME 6 | 45



80
94

95
37

 

484-949-4796 
Family owned and operated disaster restoration company, serving the PA, 

NJ, DE, and MD regions. 24-hour emergency services.

 

Floods, sump pump failures, frozen pipes, smoke damage, fire damage, 
trauma cleanup, mold remediation, INSURANCE EXPERTS! 

 

484-949-4796 
Family owned and operated disaster restoration company, serving the PA, 

NJ, DE, and MD regions. 24-hour emergency services.

 

Floods, sump pump failures, frozen pipes, smoke damage, fire damage, 
trauma cleanup, mold remediation, INSURANCE EXPERTS! 

Congratulations 
Warriors!
2019 state 

Champions

F43



From your friends at Valenti's Restaurant, 
we would like to congratulate the 

2019 AAA State Champions!

Wyoming Area Warriors
You have made us so proud!

1180 Wyoming Ave.
Exeter, PA 18643

570-654-6604
A Valenti's Gift Certificate makes the perfect gift.

Now taking orders for Christmas.
We will be open on Monday, Dec 23rd for regular business

80949351
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who is replacing injured 
starter Corey Mruk, 
added his third TD of the 
game with 2:16 left in the 
fourth quarter to bump 
the lead to 35-24. He and 
quarterback Dominic 
DeLuca, who finished 
with 167 yards on 14 
rushes, carried the ball 
on all but one play in the 
second half. The Warriors 
threw just one pass after 
halftime.

“Just went that way,” 
Rodney said. “One play 
at a time. Stepping up. 
Next man up and keep it 
going.”

Lehman couldn’t keep 
its offensive output going 
in the second half.

Adams torched the 
Wyoming Area second-
ary twice in the first half, 
hitting on TD passes of 
52 yards to Casey Kamin-
ski and 66 yards to Luke 
Spencer. Both came on 
fly patterns where the 
Lehman receivers just ran 
past their defenders.

But after gaining 259 
yards in the first half, 
the Black Knights had 
86 more in the final two 
quarters. Many came 
on a scoring drive with 
Kaminski catching his 
second touchdown pass of 
the game with 24 seconds 
remain.

DeLuca then fielded an 
onside kick attempt to seal 
the win.

“Our kids fought to the 
end,” Lehman coach Jerry 
Gilsky said. “We played 
a state-ranked team and 
of all the teams they’ve 
played we’re the ones who 
gave them a show.”

From page 42

Game 6

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s Zajquay Williamson makes a long gain against Lake-Lehman Friday night in Lehman Township.

Wyoming Area 35, Lake-Lehman 30
Wyoming Area 0 14 14 7 — 35
Lake-Lehman 7 17 0 6 — 30

First quarter
LL — Casey Kaminski 35 run (Luke Spencer kick), 
6:28

Second quarter
WA — Brian Williams 38 pass from Dominic DeLuca 
(Josh Cumbo kick), 11:54
LL — Kaminski 52 pass from Ethan Adams (Spen-
cer kick), 9:56
WA — DeLuca 42 run (Stanley Moderski kick), 8:29

LL — Spencer 66 pass from Adams (Spencer kick), 
7:18
LL — Spencer 24 FG, 1:49

Third quarter
WA — Darren Rodney 1 run (Cumbo kick), 5:13
WA — Rodney 8 run (Moderski kick), 0:20

Fourth quarter
WA — Rodney 2 run (Cumbo kick), 2:16
LL — Kaminski 4 pass from Adams (pass failed), 
0:24
Team statistics W ALL

First downs 16 17
Rushes-yards 40-320 37-104
Passing yards 55 241
Total yards 375 345
Passing 2-8-0 16-23-0
Sacked-yards lost 0-0 1-6
Punts-avg. 3-37 4-42.3
Fumbles-lost 3-3 6-3
Penalties-yards 10-70 3-17

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Wyoming Area, Rodney 21-145, DeLu-

ca 14-167, Zajquay Williamson 1-(minus-3), Leo Ha-
ros 2-6, FJ Braccini 1-6, team 1-(minus-1). Lehman, 
Zack Kojadinovich 13-28, Adams 18-33, Kaminski 
1-35, Ryan Eiden 3-8.
PASSING — Wyoming Area, DeLuca 2-8-0-55. 
Lehman, Adams 16-23-0-241.
RECEIVING — Wyoming Area, Haros 1-17, B.Williams 
1-38. Lehman, Eiden 7-69, Kaminski 4-75, Spencer 
3-73, Kojadinovich 2-24.
INTERCEPTIONS — none.
MISSED FGs — none.



Congratulations to the 
2019 Wyoming area

 Warrior Football team 
on your 

Championship season 
from 

Mrs. Janet Serino, 
the Administration, 
Faculty, and Staff 
at Wyoming Area 
School District!

80949587
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Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
The Warrior team is shown celebrating with the student body section of the bleachers.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area QB and game MVP Dominic DeLuca looks for 
receiver Derek Ambrosino in the end zone for a touchdown.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader

Warrior offensive 
coordinator 
Coach Rich 

Musinski passes 
on the next play 

to quarterback 
Dominic DeLuca.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Brian Willams (6) and teammate Dominic DeLuca (9) break up a 
pass to a Central Valley reciever.



Congratulations

From Wyoming Borough and its Residents

Wyoming Area
Football

80949566
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gAme 7:  Wyoming AreA 35, DUnmore 14

DeLuca sparks Wyoming Area victory
By Tom Robinson
For Times Leader

DUNMORE – When 
Dominic DeLuca’s play at 
quarterback and safety is 
not enough to help sepa-
rate Wyoming Area from 
an opponent, sometimes 
the Warriors need a little 
special extra from their 
senior leader.

Already having a big 
game as a punter, DeLu-
ca took on additional 
special teams duties in 
the return game with 
Wyoming Area’s second 
straight unbeaten regular 

season in jeopardy Friday 
night.

The move paid off in 
DeLuca’s 79-yard kickoff 
return for the game-win-
ning touchdown, spark-
ing a 21-point burst over 
the final nine minutes 
to pull away from host 
Dunmore 35-14 in a non-
league game between 
two of District 2’s top 
small school teams.

State-ranked Wyoming 
Area (7-0) currently 
leads the race for the dis-
trict’s top seed in Class 
3A. Defending champion 
Dunmore (4-3) led the 

Class 2A race going into 
the night.

The Bucks controlled 
the game’s first 20 min-
utes, scored first and 
came back to force a 
fourth-quarter tie.

On a night when 
Dunmore had more first 
downs, more yards and 
more time of possession, 
Wyoming Area needed to 
find another way to win 
the game.

DeLuca’s kickoff return 
put the Warriors ahead 
to stay. He fielded a ball 
on the right side, made 
it across the field to stick 

to the “return left” that 
was called.

“We didn’t have much 
momentum in the begin-
ning of the second half,” 
DeLuca said. “I feel like 
that kick return changed 
the whole game.”

After getting to the 
sideline by working 
around a block by Jayden 
Rusyn, DeLuca cut back 
inside almost to the 
hashmarks, worked back 
to the sideline, then won 
a footrace to the end 
zone.

Wyoming Area 35, 
Dunmore 14

Wyoming Area 0 7 7 21—35 
Dunmore 7 0 0 7—14

First quarter
DUN – Steve Borgia 35 run (Peyton 
Badyrka kick), 0:08

Second quarter
WA – Darren Rodney 2 run (Stanley 
Moderski kick), 0:46

Third quarter
WA – Rodney 1 run (Josh Cumbo kick), 
2:57

Fourth quarter
DUN – Cristian Buckley 9 run (Ba-
dyrka kick), 9:14
WA – Dominic DeLuca 79 kickoff re-
turn (Moderski kick), 8:54
WA – DeLuca 46 run (Cumbo kick), 
5:36
WA – Rodney 23 run (Moderski kick), 
2:23
Team statistics WA DUN
First downs 121 6
Rushes-yards 29-198 44-185
Passing yards 41 77

Total yards 239 262
Passing 4-8-0 7-15-1
Sacked-yards lost 0-0 2-34
Punts-avg. 4-47.3 2-29.5
Fumbles-lost 1-0 2-1
Penalties-yards 8-73 3-33

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — WA, DeLuca 11-94, 
Rodney 16-93, F.J. Braccini 1-6, Dil-
lon Williams 1-5. DUN, Buckley 15-65, 
Rayshaun Dawkins 11-49, Borgia 9-32, 
Nick Stanco 2-22, Kameryn Reyes 
4-16, Karl Kincel 1-3, Team 2-minus 2.
PASSING — WA, DeLuca 3-7-0-32; 
Leonardo Haros 1-1-0-9. DUN, Borgia 
7-15-1-77.
RECEIVING — WA, Brian Williams 
3-32, DeLuca 1-9. DUN, Buckley 2-3, 
Tommy Lewis 1-41, Dawkins 1-12, Stan-
co 1-8, Dom Temperino 1-7, Charles 
Valvano 1-6.
INTERCEPTIONS — WA, DeLuca 1-48. 
DUN, None.
MISSED FIELD GOALS – WA, None. 
DUN, Badyrka 28 (short).

See GAME 7 | 50



We love and are so very proud of you!
Way to make history!
Love, Mom, Dad, Victoria and Brianna

To our favorite

STATE CHAMPION!
#36 F.J. BRACCINI

8
09

4
94

34
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gAme 8:  SoUTHern CoLUmBiA 42, Wyoming AreA 0

“I’m usually the emer-
gency guy when we need 
a big return or a big play, 
or when we have inju-
ries,” DeLuca said of his 
part-time role as a kick 
returner. “I’ve got to do 
what I’ve got to do some-
times.”

There was still more to 
be done.

DeLuca’s 46-yard run 
up the middle with 5:36 
left provided an insur-

ance touchdown. His 
interception and 48-yard 
return a little more than 
a minute later essentially 
finished off the Bucks.

“Our coaching staff 
is constantly evaluating 
situations,” Wyoming 
Area head coach Randy 
Spencer said. “In big 
games and situations, 
we have to use all of our 
resources.

“Dominic is an out-
standing player. Even in 
the special teams game, 
he is explosive and can 
make big plays.”

DeLuca finished with 
another wide-ranging 
night on the statistical 
charts.

As a quarterback, he 
carried 11 times for 94 
yards and a touchdown, 
hit three of seven passes 
for 32 yards and even 
slipped out of the back-
field for a 9-yard catch. 
On special teams, three 
of his four punts covered 
at least 50 yards and he 
finished the night averag-
ing 47.3. Defensively, he 
contributed three tackles 
and five assists in addi-

tion to the interception.
“He’s best at being 

a football player,” 
Spencer said, “and we 
needed every aspect of it 
tonight.”

The interception set 
up Darren Rodney’s third 
touchdown, a 23-yarder.

Rodney had scored on 
a 2-yard run in the final 
minute of the half, cap-
ping a momentum-chang-
ing, 11-play, 80-yard 
scoring drive to send the 
teams to the locker room 
tied.

Prior to that drive, 

Dunmore led 9-2 in first 
downs and 174-46 in 
total offense.

“We certainly weren’t 
executing and Dunmore 
was doing a great job up 
front in the first half, lim-
iting what we could do,” 
Spencer said.

Rodney gave Wyoming 
Area its first lead on a 
1-yard, third-quarter 
touchdown run that com-
pleted a 40-yard drive 
that consisted of seven 
straight runs.

The short field was 
the end result of a big 

advantage in the kicking 
game behind DeLuca’s 
punts and the returns of 
DeLuca and Brian Wil-
liams. Two of the punts 
pinned Dunmore at the 6 
and 1.

The come-from-behind 
win was the second 
straight for Wyoming 
Area, which came from 
10 down to beat Lake-
Lehman 35-30 last Fri-
day.

“We gave it all we had 
every play,” Rodney said.

From page 42

Game 7

Wyoming Area dominated by Southern
By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

WEST PITTSTON 
— Wyoming Area’s 
Dominic DeLuca took 
the opening kickoff and 
dashed 51 yards down 
the left sideline, send-
ing the home portion of 
the overflow crowd into 
a frenzy Friday night.

Then came a goal-line 
stand where the War-
riors mauled Southern 
Columbia quarterback 
Preston Zachman short 
of the end zone. Anoth-
er burst of excitement 
arose from the Wyo-
ming Area fans.

The real eruption, 
though, hadn’t taken 
place yet. And the other 
side of the stadium 
packed with Southern 
Columbia fans was 
about to awake from the 
early stunners not often 
seen this season.

The Garcia broth-
ers — Michigan-bound 
Gaige and sophomore 
Gavin — sparked South-

ern Columbia after a 
lackluster first quarter 
as the perennial state 
power Tigers went on 

to dominate Wyoming 
Area 42-0 in a battle of 
state-ranked teams.

Southern Colum-

bia improved to 8-0, 
winning its 79th con-
secutive regular-season 
game and its 40th in 
a row overall. The 
Tigers entered the game 
ranked atop the Class 
2A state rankings. Wyo-
ming Area, which was 
ranked third in the state 
in Class 3A, fell to 7-1.

“It’s invaluable,” Wyo-
ming Area coach Randy 
Spencer said of playing 
Southern Columbia, 
which has now shut 
out six opponents this 
season. “When you’re at 
this point of the season 
with what lies ahead 
potentially, the experi-
ence against those level 
athletes and that level 
of a program … gives 
us confidence against 
any opponent going for-
ward.”

After finding uneven 
success running 
between the tackles, 

the Tigers attacked the 
perimeter of the Wyo-
ming Area defense on 
three drives, scoring 
on all of them to take a 
21-0 lead at halftime.

Gavin Garcia had a 
28-yard run in a six-play, 
67-yard drive capped 
by Gaige Garcia with 
a 3-yard run at 11:04 
of the second quarter. 
A 36-yard run around 
the right side by Gaige 
Garcia led to a 23-yard 
TD run by Gavin Garcia 
around the left side.

Gaige Garcia then 
angled from left to right 
on a 49-yard screen 
pass, making it 21-0 
with 3:28 left until half-
time.

“There’s just a lot of 
good football players in 
the skill positions who 
started stepping up and 
making plays,” South-
ern Columbia coach Jim 

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s Derek Ambrosino, right, takes down Southern Columbia running back Gaige Garcia 
on Friday night.

See GAME 8 |53
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Congratulations 
to our 

Wyoming Area Warriors 
Football Team 

for winning the 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP!!!
Donut Connection of Exeter
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Roth said. “They have a 
big line and lots of phys-
ical people up front, and 
their linebackers were 
doing a good job against 
us early.

“But we scored every 
time we had the ball in 
the first half except the 
first drive where we fell 
short and lost the ball 
on downs.”

Receiver Julian Flem-
ing, who is committed 
to Ohio State, was the 
main attraction among 
Southern Columbia’s 
four players heading 
to Big Ten programs. 
The No. 3 recruit in 
the country had a quiet 

game by his standards 
— five catches for 82 
yards and no touch-
downs — but didn’t 
seem to mind.

“A lot of us were 
irritated, to be nice, 
when they canceled (the 
game) the first time,” 

said Fleming, who 
posed for pictures with 
Wyoming Area fans 
long after the game had 
ended. “Soon as they 
brought it back, every-
body was excited. We 
wanted to play into the 
second half all season 

and they gave us a good 
run. They’re a great 
team, great coaches.”

Wyoming Area 
couldn’t do much after 
DeLuca opened the 
game with his kickoff 

return. The running 
game was stymied 
throughout. The War-
riors had some mild 
success through the air, 
but too often DeLuca 
was under a heavy pass 

rush. He was sacked six 
times.

Southern Columbia 
basically ended any 
comeback hopes on 
its first two plays from 
scrimmage in the third 
quarter. After attacking 
the edges in the first 
half, the Tigers blasted 
through the interior of 
the Warriors’ defense, 
with a 39-yard run by 
Ty Roadarmel followed 
by a 17-yard TD burst 
by Gavin Garcia.

The Tigers put the 
final touches on the win 
when Zachman, who 
has committed to Wis-
consin as a linebacker, 
returned a pass that 
hit off a Wyoming Area 
receiver 51 yards for a 
touchdown.

Southern Columbia 42, 
Wyoming Area 0
So. Columbia 0 21 21 0 — 42
Wyoming Area 0 0 0 0 — 0

Second quarter
SC — Gaige Garcia 3 run (Ethan Haupt 
kick), 11:04
SC — Gavin Garcia 23 run (Haupt 
kick), 6:32
SC — Gaige Garcia 49 pass from Pres-
ton Zachman (Haupt kick), 3:28

Third quarter
SC — Gavin Garcia 17 run (Haupt kick), 
11:15
SC — Gavin Garcia 2 run (Haupt kick), 
5:45
SC — Preston Zachman 51 intercep-
tion return (Haupt kick), 4:50
Team statistics SC WA
First downs 16 9
Rushes-yards 28-273 30-46
Passing yards 131 96
Total yards 404 142
Passing 6-12-1 7-17-1

Sacked-yards lost 0-0 6-33
Punts-avg. 0-0 5-31.4
Fumbles-lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-yards 1-10 4-40

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — SC, Gaige Garcia 8-70, 
Zachman 2-19, Gavin Garcia 7-108, 
Ty Roadarmel 3-59, Wes Barnes 2-0, 
Braden Heim 3-14, Mike Masala 2-3, 
Trevor Yorks 1-0. WA, Darren Rodney 
5-(minus-4), Dominic DeLuca 14-18, 
Leo Haros 3-7, FJ Braccini 1-1, Colby 
Gashi 2-6, Richie Hyzinski 2-15, Vin-
cenzo Giambra 2-5, team 2-(minus-2).
PASSING — SC, Zachman 6-12-1-131. 
WA, DeLuca 7-16-1-96, team 0-1-0-0.
RECEIVING — SC, Julian Fleming 5-82, 
Gaige Garcia 1-49. WA, Derek Ambro-
sino 2-33, Brian Williams 3-26, Riley 
Ruzyn 2-37.
INTERCEPTIONS — SC, Zachman 
1-51. WA, Williams 1-0.
MISSED FGs — WA, 45 S.
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Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s Dominic DeLuca looks to pass against Southern 
Columbia Friday night in a battle of state-ranked teams.
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congratulations 
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Warriors cruise past Hawkeyes
gAme 9:  Wyoming AreA 56, HAnover AreA 0

By Tom Robinson
For Times Leader

WEST PITTSTON — 
We now return this high 
school football season to 
its regularly scheduled 
programming.

Wyoming Area went 
back to Wyoming Valley 
Conference Class 3A/A 
Division competition Fri-
day night and resumed 
running over District 2 
football opponents.

One week after alter-
ing their schedule to 
take on a nine-time state 
champion, the Warriors 
went back to business 

as usual, rolling up a 
42-point halftime lead in 
a 56-0 senior night rout 
of visiting Hanover Area.

It was the fourth time 
this season that Wyo-
ming Area had leads of 
42-0 or greater at half-
time.

The Warriors were in 
range of a ninth touch-
down at the Hanover 
Area 2 with two minutes 
left before taking a knee 
on third and fourth 
down.

Brian Williams, Darren 
Rodney and Vincenzo 
Giambra each scored 

two touchdowns and 
Dominic DeLuca passed 
for two. Two seniors who 
usually are responsible 
for blocking for their 
teammates also got 
involved in the scoring.

Derek Ambrosino’s 
role as a tight end more 
often involves blocking 
than pass routes. But 
he caught three passes, 
including a 31-yarder for 
the last touchdown of the 
half. Sammy Solomon, 
who had been a fullback 
prior to this year, slipped 
behind DeLuca from his 
tackle position to receive 

a lateral and run 10 yards 
for a touchdown.

The Warriors, who 
are closing in on the 
top seed for the District 
2 Class 3A playoffs, 
improved to 8-1 by com-
ing back strong from 
last week’s 42-0 loss to 
Southern Columbia.

“In the beginning of 
the week in practice, we 
were just shaking the last 
game off and focusing 
on correcting what we 
did wrong in that game,” 
Ambrosino said. “Toward 
the end of the week, we 
felt confident coming 

into this game.”
They had reason to be.
Wyoming Area has 

averaged 40.9 points this 
season against District 2 
opponents and the loss 

to Southern Columbia, 
one of the nation’s top 
small school teams, is 
its only regular-season 
defeat in the past two 
seasons.

Wyoming Area 56, Hanover Area 0
Hanover Area 0 0 0 0 — 0
Wyoming Area 21 21 7 7 — 56

First quarter
WA – Brian Williams 57 pass from 
Dominic DeLuca (Josh Cumbo kick), 
10:32
WA – Darren Rodney 23 run (Stanley 
Moderski kick), 6:10
WA – BWilliams 74 punt return (Cum-
bo kick), 0:22.7

Second quarter
WA – Solomon 10 run (Moderski kick), 
8:20
WA – Rodney 19 run (Jayden Rusyn 
kick), 3:21
WA – Derek Ambrosino 31 pass from 
DeLuca (Sydney Kruszka kick), 0:09.2

Fourth quarter
WA – Vincenzo Giambra 70 run 
(Kruszka kick), 11:47
WA – Giambra 22 run (Kruszka kick), 
11:00
Team statistics HA WA 
First downs 7 13
Rushes-yards 44-59 17-216

Passing yards 6 148
Total yards 65 364
Passing 1-5-0 6-10-2
Sacked-yards lost 2-30 0-0
Punts-avg. 6-21.8 0-0.0
Fumbles-lost 5-1 0-0
Penalties-yards 1-5 4-32

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — HA, Justin Stefanowicz 
14-31, Connor Hummer 7-26, Hunter 
Karpowich 5-14, Pete Hibbard 9-11, 
Christian Torres 3-6, Bobby Sabecky 
4-1, Team 2-minus 30. WA, Giambra 
2-92, Rodney 6-79, Rich Hizynski 2-14, 
Solomon 2-10, DeLuca 1-9, F.J. Braccini 
1-7, Dillon Williams 1-5, Blaise Sokach-
Minnick 1-4, Team 2-minus 4.
PASSING — HA Torres 1-5-0-6. WA, 
DeLuca 5-8-1-148, Jacob Williams 1-2-
1-3.
RECEIVING — HA, Camron Ceppa 1-6. 
WA, Ambrosino 3-85, BWIlliams 2-63.
INTERCEPTIONS — HA, Tanner Bed-
narski 1-9, Sabecky 1-0. WA, None.
MISSED FIELD GOALS – None.
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on a Great 

Season!
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Charlie 
Banashefski

We are so 
proud of you!

Love, Mom, Dad, Kelsey, 
Abby, Natalee,and Cooper
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gAme 10:  Wyoming AreA 45, PiTTSTon AreA 0

Record-setting shutout for Warriors
By Tom Robinson
For Times Leader

WEST PITTSTON 
— The play call was the 
exact same, but the posi-
tion on the field made it 
look entirely different.

Derek Ambrosino 
caught one “bootleg 
pass left” from Dominic 
DeLuca and headed off 
on a lengthy sprint. On 
another, he had to get 
his feet down in the back 
of the end zone while he 
was catching the ball.

Both plays resulted 
in touchdowns, cover-
ing 96 and 14 yards, as 
Wyoming Area got all 
but two of its points in 
the first half of a 45-0 
romp that is the biggest 
blowout in the 55-game 

history of its rivalry with 
Pittston Area.

DeLuca also joined 
Darren Rodney in run-
ning for two touch-
downs.

By accounting for four 
of the scores and return-
ing a punt 36 yards to set 
one of those up, DeLuca 

Fred Adams | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area running back Darren Rodney celebrates as he crosses the goal line for the first 
Wyoming Area touchdown of many on Friday night.Fred Adams | For Times Leader

Wyoming Area tight end Derek Ambrosino heads for the end zone after pulling in a pass against 
Pittston Area in the first quarter on Friday.

Wyoming Area 45, Pittston Area 0
Pittston Area 0 0 0 0 — 0
Wyoming Area 22 21 2 0 — 45

First quarter
WA – Darren Rodney 21 run (Josh 
Cumbo kick), 8:16
WA – Dominic DeLuca 1 run (Stanley 
Moderski kick), 3:30
WA – Derek Ambrosino 96 pass from 
DeLuca (Rodney run), 0:14.7

Second quarter
WA – DeLuca 42 run (Cumbo kick), 
7:35
WA – Rodney 5 run (Moderski kick), 
4:56
WA – Ambrosino 14 pass from DeLuca 
(Jayden Rusyn kick), 1:12

Third quarter
WA – Safety (Rusyn forced fumble out 
back of end zone), 9:22
Team statistics PA WA
First downs 7 20
Rushes-yards 22-61 44-337
Passing yards 66 142
Total yards 118 479

Passing 6-18-0 4-11-0
Sacked-yards lost 1-2 0-0
Punts-avg. 5-30.8 0-0.0
Fumbles-lost 3-0 1-1
Penalties-yards 5-41 8-78

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — PA, Bryheem Patterson 
9-40, Franny George 3-18, Dylan Lu-
kachko 5-15, Anthony Thomas 1-minus 
2, P.J. Pisano 3-minus 5, Mike Nocito 
1-minus 5. WA, Rodney 15-135, DeLuca 
8-92, Viecenzo Giambra 11-60, Rich Hi-
zynski 3-27, F.J. Braccini 1-10, Zajquay 
Williamson 2-6, Nico Sciandra 2-3, 
James Miller 1-2, Leo Haros 1-2.
PASSING — PA, Nocito 5-13-0-61, 
Pisano 1-4-0-5, Patterson 0-1-0-0. 
WA, DeLuca 4-9-0-142, Blaise Sokach-
Minnick 0-2-0-0.
RECEIVING — PA, Andrew Krawc-
zyk 2-62, George 2-0, Patterson 1-6, 
Lukachko 1-minus 2. WA, Ambrosino 
2-110, Brian Williams 2-32.
INTERCEPTIONS — None.
MISSED FIELD GOALS – None.

See GAME 10 | 58
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earned the 42nd annual 
Carmelo Falcone Award 
as the Most Valuable 
Player in the rivalry 

game.
After making Wyoming 

Area 6-for-6 in scoring 
touchdowns while gain-
ing 382 yards and churn-
ing out 15 first downs in 
six first-half possessions, 
DeLuca, Ambrosino and 

Rodney were all done for 
the night offensively at 
halftime.

With the entire second 
half played under the 
mercy rule, the Warriors 
held the Patriots to two 
second-half yards, leav-

ing Ambrosino debating 
which was his favorite 
part of the night.

“The 96-yard touch-
down and the fact we 
shut out Pittston two 
years in a row,” Ambrosi-
no said. “That’s the best 

part of tonight’s win.”
Last year’s 40-0 shut-

out had been the largest 
margin of victory in the 
series.

The Warriors topped 
that while completing a 
9-1 regular season and 

earning a week off with 
a bye as the top seed in 
the District 2 Class 3A 
playoffs.

DeLuca went home 
with an individual trophy 

60 •  DeCemBer 2019 CommemorATive eDiTion
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Congratulations
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after hitting four of nine 
passes for 142 yards and 
turning his eight carries 

into 92 more yards.
“It’s a great honor,” 

DeLuca said. “ … It’s a 
big award to achieve, and 
to follow in that legacy is 
great.”

DeLuca delivered 
his longest touchdown 

pass from the end zone 
when he floated a deep 
ball to Ambrosino, who 
had broken free behind 
the defense. Ambrosino 
completed the play in 
the other end zone after 
holding off a late Pittston 

Area chase on a sprint to 
the end zone.

“Dom hit me with 
a perfect ball there in 
stride,” Ambrosino said. 
“ … I had to bring out 
the after-burners there 
around the 30 or 20 yard 

line.”
The touchdown gave 

Wyoming Area a 22-0 
lead after one quarter.

A different skill set was 
on display while push-
ing the lead to 43 points 
with 1:12 left in the half.

“He’s a 6-4 tight end 
on a 5-8 corner,” DeLuca 
said of the overhead 
catch in tight quarters. 
“He’s going to use his 
size and make a play.”

From page 58

Game 10
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gAme 11:  Wyoming AreA 48, LAke-LeHmAn 12

Warriors roll into championship game
By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

WEST PITTSTON — 
Just when Lake-Lehman 
finally worked its way 
back into Friday night’s 
District 2 Class 3A semi-
final game, Wyoming 
Area senior Dominic 
DeLuca struck like 
he has throughout his 
career.

DeLuca fetched the 
ensuing kickoff at the 
18-yard line that got by 
everyone. He turned, 
dashed down the left 
sideline and scored.

And like that, Wyo-
ming Area was back in 
control and on its way to 
a 48-12 victory, sending 
the Warriors to a district 
championship game for 
the first time since win-
ning it all in 2012.

Wyoming Area (10-
1) will host four-time 
defending D2-3A cham-
pion Scranton Prep (9-2) 
for the title next Friday 
night. Prep defeated 
Western Wayne 30-14 in 
the other semifinal and 
lost 34-0 to Wyoming 
Area in Week 2.

“We were very motivat-
ed coming into this week 
coming off of last year’s 
disappointing loss in the 
semifinals,” Wyoming 
Area coach Randy Spen-
cer said. “To get to the 
district championship 
and get the opportunity 
to play on our home field 
is a great opportunity for 
us.”

Lehman ended its sea-
son at 8-4.

Wyoming Area domi-
nated from the onset, 
going on scoring drives 
of 52, 70 and 72 yards 
on its first three pos-
sessions. Running back 
Darren Rodney, who fin-
ished with a game-high 
154 yards on 23 carries, 
capped the Warriors’ first 
possession with a 2-yard 
run. DeLuca ended the 
second with a 10-yard 
TD pass to 295-pound 

Sam Solomon on a tack-
le-eligible play. A 1-yard 
run by DeLuca made it 
21-0 with 7:33 left until 
halftime.

Up to that point, Wyo-
ming Area had run 29 
plays to six by Lehman. 
The Black Knights, 
though, showed some life 
on their next possession.

Helped by 40 yards in 
Wyoming Area penalties, 
Lehman cut the deficit to 

21-6 on a 1-yard plunge 
by quarterback Ethan 
Adams.

Lehman’s momentum 
ended 13 seconds later 
when DeLuca returned 
a kickoff for TD for the 
second time this season 
and the third time in his 
career.

“I wasn’t expecting any 
kicks at all to me today 
when I was back there,” 
DeLuca said. “But that 

one got to me on the 
squib kick and I took 
it to the house. We got 
great blocks up front. 
That’s what helped.”

Lehman coach Jerry 
Gilsky agreed the return 
drained the Black 
Knights’ momentum.

“It really deflated us,” 
Gilsky said.

The final play of the 
first half might have 
sapped it completely.

“I thought we had a 
score here at the end (of 
the half),” Gilsky contin-
ued. “I don’t know what 
the hell happened. We’ll 
see it on film. It really 
hurts you. You take that 
scenario and score at the 
end, it’s a different ball 
game. It is what it is.”

Adams survived four 
sacks on Lehman’s final 

Fred Adams | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area running back Darren Rodney breaks through a hole to carry the ball inside the Lake-Lehman 1-yard line in the second quarter Friday.

See GAME 11 | 62
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to Coach Randy Spencer and the 2019 Wyoming Area 
Warrior Football Team. PIAA  AAA State Champions!

Congratulations

80949450

Congratulations

80
94

92
77

Congratulations  
to Wyoming Area 
Football Team!
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148 S. Main Street, PittSton 
(570) 655-6076 • Fax (570) 655-5352

Proud of you Richie!
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possession of the first 
half, including three in a 
row where Drew Mruk, 

Caleb Graham and Solo-
mon got to him to set up 
a fourth-and-22 from the 
Wyoming Area 32-yard 
line. Adams threw over 
the middle to tight end 
Danny Kutz, who fought 
to get into the end zone.

But after the officiating 
crew conferred, Kutz was 
ruled short of the goal 
line as the team went 
into the locker room.

Touchdown runs by 
Rodney and Leo Haros 
late in the third quarter 

put the game out of reach 
at 42-6.

Adams was 18 of 27 for 
158 yards. Unlike the first 
meeting where he threw 
TD passes of 66 and 52 
yards, he had to settle for 
short gains for the most 

part. He was also sacked 
six times compared to 
once when Wyoming 
Area defeated the Black 
Knights 35-30 in Week 2.

Lehman’s running 
game was shut down 
completely. The Black 

Knights finished with 
68 yards on 26 carries, 
but most came when the 
game was turned over to 
the reserves. When the 
starters were on the field, 
they managed 13 yards 
on 16 rushes.

From page 58

Game 11
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District 2 Class 3A Semifinals – Wyoming Area 48, Lake-Lehman 12

Lake-Lehman 0 6 0 6 — 12
Wyoming Area 6 22 14 6 — 48

First quarter
WA — Darren Rodney 2 run (kick blocked), 7:52

Second quarter
WA — Sam Solomon 10 pass from Dominic De-
Luca (Rodney run), 11:03
WA — DeLuca 1 run (Josh Cumbo kick), 7:33
LL — Ethan Adams 1 run (bad snap), 4:16

WA — DeLucca 82 kick return (Stanley Moderski 
kick), 4:03

Third quarter
WA — Rodney 4 run (Cumbo kick), 3:26
WA — Leo Haros 14 run (Moderski kick), 0:13

Fourth quarter
WA — Vincenzo Giambra 76 run (kick failed), 6:26
LL — Jeremy Scouton 5 run (run failed), 1:33
Team statistics LL WA
First downs 17 16

Rushes-yards 26-68 41-364
Passing yards 158 32
Total yards 226 386
Passing 18-27-0 2-5-0
Sacked-yards lost 6-29 0-0
Punts-avg. 3-31 0-0
Fumbles-lost 1-1 0-0
Penalties-yards 6-37 11-100

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Lehman, Zack Kojadinovich 5-28, 
Adams 9-(minus-18), Ryan Eiden 2-5, Scouton 
7-35, Jacob Monko 3-18. Wyoming Area, Rodney 
23-154, DeLuca 11-100, Derek Ambrosino 1-3, Ha-
ros 3-25, Giambra 2-75, Richie Hyzinski 1-7.
PASSING — Lehman, Adams 18-27-0-158. Wyo-
ming Area, DeLuca 2-5-0-32.
RECEIVING — Lehman, Eiden 4-45, Danny Kutz 
4-43, Casey Kaminski 8-68, Kojadinovich 2-2. 

Wyoming Area, Brian Williams 1-22, Solomon 1-10.
INTERCEPTIONS —none.
MISSED FGs — none.
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Congratulations

 Warriors!

80
94

93
13

Dr. Mary Ellen Marranca
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Congratulations Warriors on 
your Championship season!

 So proud to have been part of this District, as President of Board when this Team
and this Coach brought our District and our State, the Pride that these young men  

so richly deserved. God bless them all as they go on to succeed in whatever they do.
(Remember, Market Analysis is always free, just call.) 80949326
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Head Coach
Randy Spencer
Asst. head Coach
Michael Fanti

Asst. Coaches
Rich Musinski
Tom Loftus
Jason Speece
Kenny Kopetchny
John McNeil

Don Hindmarsh
Russ Herron

Strength Coach
Mike Laffey
Corey Popovich

Volunteer coaches
Tom Campenni
David Pacchioni
Kim Pace
Eric Speece
Brian Hines

Carl Deluca Statistician
Charles Medico
Equipment Manager
Josh Bogdon

Wyoming AreA STAFF



We love you Dominic!
Love Mom, Dad, Sally, Dante,
Mario, Franco and Jasmine
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Well Guess What?....
You are State Champions!!

Congratulations tom & 
the entire Wyoming area 
Warriors Football team!

2019 state 
Champions

stan & Deb 
WyCoski
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Congratulations from 
Brandi & Michelle at 
the Greater Pittston 

Chamber.
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Chamber of Commerce
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Pittstonchamber.org
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“We were talking coming out at half.  We faced adversity throughout the course of the year — 
Lehman, Dunmore, Montoursville. It was about this is our last 24 minutes, let’s make it the best 
24 minutes of the season. To have our kids come out and show that heart and show that desire to 
compete at the highest level was just incredible.” Wyoming Area coach Randy Spencer 

on the second-half comeback in the title game
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PIZZABELLANEPA.com

Pizza Bella

WOW! ...PA STATE CHAMPS
Congratulations!

WingS, SubS & SPECiAlTy PiES

Old Mill Pine
400 exeter Avenue | West Pittston

(570) 655-4262
80949451

CONGRATULATIONS
Wyoming Area Football on a Great Season 

and Winning 2019 State Championship

Congratulations 
Warriors! 80

94
94

48

From the

Wyoming AreA DiAmonD Club
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“We all thought we could make a big run to states, but Coach Pace, who we all thought was crazy 
during summer practices, kept saying, ‘This is for the state championship; we’re training for the 
state championship.’ We all thought that was crazy and we’ll never make it there, but we made it 
there and we won and it was a shocker.”

Quarterback Dominic DeLuca



80949564

48 S. Main Street, Pittston, PA
570-654-9732

Mon-Thurs 10am-8pm; Fri-Sat 10am-4pm

Gerri
Bridal Shoppe

Congratulations
Wyoming Area State Champs!

We are proud of you!

80
94
95
41Congratulations 

Warriors!
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827 Exeter Avenue, West Pittston, PA
655-5579
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To our favoriTe LiNe BaCKer

#36 F.J. BRACCINI

You’re a GaMe CHaNGer!
Love, Gram, Aunt Lisa and Uncle Benny

We love and are so very proud of you!

F68
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Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area wide receiver Brian Williams (6) looks for a pass interference call on Scranton Prep’s Paddy Grady as the official throws the flag in the District 2 Class 3A 
championship game in West Pittston on Friday night.

gAme 12:  Wyoming AreA 27, SCrAnTon PreP 0

DeLuca runs for 162 yards as Wyoming Area runs D2 title
By Paul Sokoloski
psokoloski@timesleader.com

WEST PITTSTON — An 
emotional Dominic DeLuca 
couldn’t keep from thinking 
back to the losses.

The loss of star running 
back Corey Mruk.

The seven-point loss to 
Lakeland in last year’s district 

semifinals.
The only loss of this year, 

against powerful Southern 
Columbia.

In the end, they all led to 
Wyoming Area’s biggest win.

DeLuca ran for 162 yards 
and two touchdowns Fri-
day, Leo Haros intercepted 
a last-gasp scoring attempt 
and added the game’s final 

touchdown and the Warriors 
trampled four-time defending 
champion Scranton Prep 27-0 
to win the District 2 Class 3A 
football championship at Wyo-
ming Area’s football field.

“We’ve been waiting forever 
for this,” DeLuca said.

It was Wyoming Area’s first 
District 2 title since 2012 and 
first at the Class 3A level, 

where the Warriors were 
moved when the PIAA went to 
a six-classification high school 
system from four a few years 
ago. And it sent Wyoming 
Area into next week’s PIAA 
playoffs against District 4 
champion Montoursville in a 
battle of 11-1 teams.

“Last year, we came up 
short,” DeLuca said. “We 

worked out butts off the whole 
offseason.

“We came back with a mis-
sion.”

That resolve was tested early 
as Prep opened the game by 
marching right down the field.

Paddy Grady hit a 15-yard 
pass on the first play, running 
back Tucker Johnson went for 

See GAME 12 | 72
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Derek,
Congratulations to you and your teammates on winning the 
PIAA Class AAA State Championship.  We are so proud of 
your accomplishments on and off of the field.  Cherish the 
memories of your senior football season —we certainly will!

Love,
Pop, Gram, Dad, Mom and Nathan

80949457

Congratulations Warriors!



West Pittston Borough 
Council and the Mayor
Congratulate the
Wyoming Area Warriors
Football Team on their 
Division 3A State Championship

 Council President   Council Vice President
 Ellen Quinn  Jim Butera
 Angelo Alfano  William Bohn
 John Hood  Barry Hosier
 Ray Judge  Mayor Thomas Blaskiewicz

80949481
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17 and 24 yards on the 
next two and the Cava-
liers stormed 80 yards in 
six play and a penalty.

The seventh turned 
into a backbreaker, 
though.

Led by 295-pound 
lineman Sammy 
Solomon, the Warriors 
defense stuffed Prep 
on a fourth-and-1 play 
three yards from the end 
zone and turned the ball 
over to Wyoming Area’s 
offense.

Prep regained pos-
session at the Wyoming 
Area 26-yard line on a 
punt, but went back-
wards from there on 
two penalties and three 
incompletions.

“I couldn’t be more 
proud,” Wyoming Area 
coach Randy Spencer 
said. “Prep came out 
strong early. We had a 
big goal line stand on 
the first drive, then were 
able to turn it around. 
We look at that South-
ern Columbia game, that 
gave us an opportunity 
to improve ourselves.”

It was DeLuca who 
turned the whole district 
title game around.

He scored on a 1-yard 
touchdown sneak to 
give the Warriors a 7-0 
lead midway through 
the second quarter, and 
it looked like the the 
score was about to stay 
that way as the teams 
readied to head into 
halftime.

But there were still a 
few seconds on the clock 
when Wyoming Area 
fielded a punt at mid-
field — plenty enough 
time for the Warriors 

star quarterback to work 
some late-half magic.

DeLuca took a shot-
gun snap and headed 
straight over center, 
and didn’t stop until he 
zigged and zagged his 
way to a 50-yard touch-
down with eight-tenths 
of a second still on the 
clock, giving Wyoming 
Area a two-touchdown 
lead at the break.

“It was just to get the 
ball moving,” DeLuca 
said of the game-chang-
ing quarterback draw. 
“I got the downfield 
blocks, which helped a 
lot, and made one cut.”

Suddenly, Prep 
couldn’t stop the bleed-
ing.

DeLuca carried five 

times for 34 yards as 
Wyoming Area came 
out of intermission with 
a 62-yard touchdown 
march, capped when 
he faked another draw, 
stopped short and 
tossed an easy 28-yard 
touchdown pass to 
Derek Ambrosino for a 
21-0 Warriors lead.

“Dom DeLuca does 
what Dom DeLuca does 
all year,” Spencer said. 
“Big-time playmaker.”

The plays were just 
starting for Wyoming 
Area.

Jacob Williams and 
Brian Williams both 

pulled down the first of 
three interceptions by 
Wyoming Area defen-
sive backs. And fullback 
Dillon Williams took a 
direct snap and found 
DeLuca for an apparent 
14-yard touchdown pass 
on a trick play early in 
the fourth quarter.

“I do whatever they 
need me to,” shrugged 
DeLuca, who earlier 
caught a 13-yard pass 
from Jacob Williams 
after a lateral to the 
wide receiver.

That tricky fourth-
quarter play was called 
back by penalty, nullify-

ing the apparent touch-
down but it proved no 
big deal to DeLuca.

He promptly hit Haros 
for 28 yards to the Prep 
1-yard line, then Haros 
romped into the end 
zone on a 1-yard dive to 
set the final score.

“Dom is a great 
leader,” Haros said. “He 
really pushes us, makes 
sure we know about 
what we’re doing.”

The Warriors knew 
they had just one mis-
sion left, to complete the 
shutout.

And Haros sealed it 
with a leaping, one-hand-

ed interception in the 
back of the end zone with 
just over a minute to play. 
He also sealed Wyoming 
Area’s celebration.

“That was the biggest 
play I’ve ever had in 
a football game in my 
life,” Haros said. “Lock-
ing down on defense 
was pretty good. I got to 
come out with my family 
and do what I love. It 
was just the keys I had 
to read, knowing what I 
had to do. Our second-
ary did a good job of 
coming up.

“Biggest step of my 
life.”

District 2 Class 3A 
Championship

Wyoming Area 27, 
Scranton Prep 0

Scranton Prep 0 0 0 0 — 0
Wyoming Area 0 14 7 6 — 27

First quarter
No scoring

Second quarter
WA — Dominic DeLuca 1 run (Josh 
Cumbo kick), 7:22
WA — DeLuca 50 run (Cumbo kick), 
0:00.8

Third quarter
WA — Derek Ambrosino 28 pass 
from DeLuca (Cumbo kick), 8:06

Fourth quarter
WA — Leo Haros 1 run (Conversion 
pass int.)scoring play
Team statistics SP WA
First downs 10 14
Rushes-yards 19-112 3 9 -
210
Passing yards 99 74
Total yards 211 284
Passing 10-22-3 4-10-1
Sacked-yards lost 2-9 1-9
Punts-avg. 4-30.3 5-33
Fumbles-lost 2-0 1-0
Penalties-yards 6-46 12-103

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — PREP, Tucker Johnson 
5-57, Ryan McAndrew 6-25, Carter 
Odell 1-16, Paddy Grady 5-13, Lon-
don Montgomery 2-1. WA, Dominic 
DeLuca 21-162, Dillon Williams 9-38, 
Leo Haros 3-7, Darren Rodney 5-4, 
TEAM 1- (minus 1).
PASSING — PREP, Grady 10-22-3-
99. WA, DeLuca 3-9-1-61, Jacob Wil-
liams 1-1-0-13.
RECEIVING — PREP, Robert Rossi 
4-55, Breandan Colleran 3-31, 
McAndrew 2-16, Odell 1- (minus 3). 
WA, Derek Ambrosino 1-28, Haros 
1-28, DeLuca 1-13, Riley Rusyn 1-5.
INTERCEPTIONS — WA, Jacob Wil-
liams 1-13, Brian Williams 1-5, Leo 
Harris 1-0.
MISSED FGs — None.

From page 69

Game 12

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area running back Dillon Williams (43) gets up after a first down against Scranton Prep in the District 2 Class 3A championship 
game in West Pittston on Friday night.
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CONGRATULATIONS WYOMING AREA FOOTBALL 
STATE CHAMPIONS WARRIOR PRIDE

DR. JOSEPH TOOLE                 DR. DANIEL SAPORITO                 DR. JOSEPH DALEY

KINGSTON
421 MARKET STREET

570-283-0220

PITTSTON
457 N. MAIN STREET

570-299-2985

Congratulations

Daniel!
We are so proud of you!

Love, Mom, Dad, Dano, Nicci, 
Jacob, Drew & Luke

80949467

Congratulations
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Wyoming area Football
From Hanover toWnsHip

board oF direCtors and Citizens

Wyoming Area Football
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Congratulations, Wyoming Area



from
Duryea Borough 

Congratulations
Warriors!

80949641
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gAme 13:  Wyoming AreA 43, monToUrSviLLe 27

By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

WILLIAMSPORT — 
Wyoming Area’s offense 
spun off in a different 
direction for the first 
time in the postseason 
and so did the football 
program for the first 
time in school history.

Quarterback Domi-
nic DeLuca threw for a 
season-high 310 yards 
and four touchdowns as 
Wyoming Area defeated 
Montoursville 43-27 
Saturday afternoon in a 
PIAA Class 3A quarterfi-
nal game at Williamsport 
High School.

Wyoming Area (12-1) 
won its first state playoff 
game against a non-Dis-
trict 2 team in four tries 
in its history (the D2-3A 
title game is considered 
a state first-round). The 
Warriors will play D11 
champion Tamaqua (12-
2) in the semifinals.

“We’ve been there 

three times prior and 
this is the first one,” 
Wyoming Area coach 
Randy Spencer said. “I 
know the district cham-
pionships are considered 
a state game, but as far 
as a legit state game this 
is it. This is history for 
us today and the kids did 
a great job.”

Wyoming Area moved 
to a state semifinal game 
for the first time by 
throwing the ball, quite 
a change from its two 
D2-3A wins. In those 
two games, DeLuca 
attempted just 14 passes, 
completing five for 93 
yards and a touchdown.

On Saturday, DeLuca 
obliterated those num-
bers with an 11 of 19 
performance.

DeLuca thought his 
arm my be used more 
with running back Dar-
ren Rodney in street 
clothes due to an injury. 

Wyoming Area moves to state semifinals for first time

Wyoming Area 7 6 16 14 — 43
Montoursville 0 21 0 6 — 27

First quarter
WA — Leo Haros 33 pass from Dominic 
DeLuca (Stanley Moderski kick), 5:47

Second quarter
MON — Rocco Piluzzi 27 run (Ian Blan-
kenhorn kick), 11:52
MON — Calogero Signor 1 run (Blan-
kenhorn kick), 7:49
WA — Brian Williams 7 pass from De-
Luca (kick blocked), 0:40
MON — Jaxon Dalena 4 pass from 
Hunter Shearer (Blankenhorn kick), 
0:03

Third quarter
WA — B.Williams 72 pass from DeLuca 
(Ambrosino from DeLuca), 10:04
WA — Haros 5 run (Riley Rusyn run), 
4:42

Fourth quarter

MON — Piluzzi 3 run (run failed), 10:46
WA — B.Williams 29 pass from DeLuca 
(Moderski kick), 5:09
WA — DeLuca 2 run (Josh Cumbo kick), 
2:11
Team statistics WA MON
First downs 14 22
Rushes-yards 29-95 38-141
Passing yards 310 160
Total yards 405 301
Passing 11-19-1 16-29-0
Sacked-yards lost 1-11 3-14
Punts-avg. 3-29.3 3-26.7
Fumbles-lost 0-0 5-2
Penalties-yards 7-65 6-38

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Wyo. Area, Haros 9-42, 
DeLuca 18-46, Dillon Williams 2-7. Mon-
toursville, Pulizzi 15-76, Shearer 7-(mi-
nus-4), Dylan Moll 1-3, Logan Ott 8-46, 
Jake Reeder 4-19, Signor 2-13, team 

1-(minus-2).
PASSING — Wyo. Area, DeLuca 11-19-
1-310. Montoursville, Shearer 16-29-0-
160.
RECEIVING — Wyo. Area, B.Williams 
5-191, Haros 1-33, Derek Ambrosino 1-3, 
FJ Braccini 1-9, Rusyn 1-41, Caleb Gra-
ham 2-33. Montoursville, Moll 1-8, Dil-
lon Young 5-66, Dalena 7-57, Cameron 
Wood 1-3, Ott 2-26.
INTERCEPTIONS — Montoursville, 
Dalena 1-0.
MISSED FGs — none.

PIAA Class 3A Quarterfinals
Wyoming Area 43, Montoursville 27

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area’s F.J. Braccini runs the ball against Montoursville in a PIAA Class 3A quarterfinal game at STA Stadium on Saturday.See GAME 13 | 75



114-116 S. MAIN ST., PITTSTON
570-654-4616 

SABATELLE’S

Congratulations 
Wyoming area! 

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!
#1 state Football Champions!
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Sailym and
the Wyoming
area
WarriorS
on a job
Well done!

love
dad, Stacey,
Kira and anna

Congratulations

80949653
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Rodney was a game-day 
decision, and Spencer 
believes he will be back 
next weekend.

“I did expect it,” 
DeLuca said, “but I also 
expected to run the ball. 
The running game wasn’t 
hitting for us, so we had 
to go to the air.”

DeLuca went to his 
favorite target, receiver 
Brian Williams, five 
times for 191 yards that 
included a 29-yard TD 
pass with 5:09 to play to 
put Wyoming Area ahead 
36-27.

“We came into the 
week and I was coming 
off an ankle injury and 
wasn’t sure if I was going 
to play or not,” Williams 
said. “Being a big factor 
for my team today means 
a lot to me. This is our 
first state playoff game 
win actually in the pro-
gram’s history.

“It means a lot to us, 
especially our coach.”

Despite running back 
Leo Haros and Williams 
hauling in touchdown 

passes in the first half, 
Wyoming Area went into 
the locker room trailing 
21-13. More was work-
ing for D4 champion 
Montoursville, which 
used the final 40 seconds 
of the second quarter to 
score a go-ahead touch-
down.

Things changed dra-
matically early in the 
third quarter. Montours-
ville went three-and-out 
with the second-half 
kickoff and on Wyoming 
Area’s first play of the 
third quarter DeLuca hit 
Williams on a short out 
pattern. Williams turned 
upfield and raced 72 
yards for a touchdown as 
Wyoming Area tied the 
score 21-21.

Wyoming Area then 
forced another punt and 
on its first play, DeLuca 
connected with wideout 
Riley Rusyn on a 41-yard 
fly pattern down the 
right sideline.

“I feel like they were 
more in the box and 
waiting for us to come 
downhill at them,” DeLu-
ca said. “All that play 
action killed them.”

Haros scored from 
5 yards out four plays 

later and Rusyn turned a 
botched extra-point snap 
into a two-point conver-
sion run, giving Wyo-
ming Area a 29-21 lead.

Montoursville 
answered with a 15-play 
scoring drive and run-
ning back Rocco Piluzzi’s 
3-yard TD run cut the 

deficit to 29-27 with 
10:46 left in the fourth 
quarter. A two-run point 
conversion run by Piluzzi 
ended up a yard short 
with Wyoming Area 
defensive tackle Nick 
Elko applying the final 
hit.

That was the last Mon-

toursville’s offense made 
any noise as Wyoming 
Area’s defense took con-
trol.

Wyoming Area defen-
sive end Derek Ambro-
sino blindsided quarter-
back Hunter Shearer on 
Montoursville’s next pos-
session. Shearer coughed 

up the ball right to line-
backer FJ Braccini. The 
turnover led to Wyoming 
Area’s final points on a 
2-yard run by DeLuca 
with 2:11 remaining.

Wyoming Area ended 
up outscoring Montours-
ville 30-6 in the second 
half.

From page 74

Game 13

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area wide receiver Brian Williams catches a 7-yard touchdown pass against Montoursville in a PIAA Class 3A quarterfinal 
game at STA Stadium in Williamsport on Saturday.
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Put Your
Feet Up

Warriors!
You Deserve It!
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Floral and Garden Center

Congratulations Wyoming Area Warriors 
on Your State Championship Win!!!

100 Lonesome Road, Old Forge  •  570-457-5268
bloominidiots@comcast.net  •  bloominidiotsgarden.com
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 go, Wyoming Area Warriors!

Golden Technologies
401 Bridge Road, Old Forge
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Joaquin’s Cleaning Service
570-709-5998

Congratulations
on a great season!
We are proud of

everyone!
State Senator

John T. Yudichak
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Wyoming Area!
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gAme 14:  Wyoming AreA 21, TAmAqUA 0

Defense leads to sweet victory
By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

KINGSTON — The 
offense started the road 
to Hershey early Friday 
night. The defense made 
sure things never veered 
off course.

Wyoming Area scored 
on its first two posses-
sions and the defense 
picked off five passes as 
the Warriors defeated 
Tamaqua 21-0 to advance 
to the PIAA Class 3A 
state championship 
game.

District 2 champion 
Wyoming Area (13-1) 
will play D7 champion 
Central Valley (13-1) at 
noon Saturday, Dec. 7, 
at Hersheypark Stadium 
for the championship. 
Central Valley defeated 
D6 champion Bald Eagle 
Area 45-0 in the other 
semifinal.

Not only will Wyo-
ming Area be playing 
for its first state football 
championship, it’s the 
first time in school his-
tory a team in any sport 
advanced to a state 
championship game 
based on available PIAA 
records.

“It’s just incredible, 
historic for our program 
to play for a state cham-
pionship,” said Wyoming 
Area coach Randy Spen-
cer, who was also a play-
er and assistant coach 
for the Warriors. “As 
great as that is and as 
big as that is, we’ve been 
talking all year with this 

group about just playing 
one more together.”

The offense overcame 
a couple penalties in its 
first possession to finish 
off an eight-play, 82-yard 
drive with a 5-yard TD 
run by quarterback 
Dominic DeLuca. The 
score was set up with a 
41-yard DeLuca to Brian 
Williams pass that placed 
the ball at the Tamaqua 
8-yard line.

Running back Darren 
Rodney, who missed the 
quarterfinal win vs. Mon-
toursville with an injury, 
carried five consecutive 

plays on the Warriors’ 
next possession. DeLuca 
ended it by dropping a 
pass over a defender and 
to Brian Williams in the 
left corner of the end 
zone for a 27-yard touch-
down.

Rodney finished with 
133 yards on 23 carries.

“Last week, we didn’t 
want anything bad to 
happen so I sat out,” 
said Rodney, who was 
scratched from the 
lineup the morning of 
the Montoursville game. 
“Going into this week I 
felt great. I knew I could 

do it.”
Wyoming Area scored 

just once more — on a 
1-yard run by Rodney 
midway through the 
third quarter — but the 
way the defense was 
playing it was just added 
insurance.

D11 champion Tam-
aqua (12-3) came into 
the game with the 
school’s all-time lead-
ing rusher, passer and 
receiver. Running back 
Nate Boyle was unable 
to get the running attack 
going, so the Blue Raid-
ers turned to quarterback 

Fred Adams | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area quarterback Dominic DeLuca holds a Hershey bar after a 21-0 victory against Tamaqua in a PIAA Class 3A state semifinal 
game Friday night at Spartan Stadium in Kingston.

PIAA CLASS 3A SEMIFINALS
Wyoming Area 21, Tamaqua
Tamaqua 0 0 0 0 — 0
Wyoming Area 7 7 7 0 — 21

First quarter
WA — Dominic DeLuca 5 run (Josh 
Cumbo kick), 4:54

Second quarter
WA — Brian Williams 27 pass from 
DeLuca (Stanley Moderski kick), 
8:24

Third quarter
WA — Darren Rodney 1 run (Moder-
ski kick), 6:18
Team statistics TAM WA
First downs 16 13
Rushes-yards 21-62 40-171
Passing yards 217 76
Total yards 279 247
Passing 20-48-5 3-6-0
Sacked-yards lost 1-9 1-9
Punts-avg. 1-35 4-28
Fumbles-lost 0-0 2-2
Penalties-yards 6-47 11-101

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Tamaqua, Nate Boyle 
16-55, Matt Kistler 2-8, Brayden 
Knoblauch 3-(minus-1). Wyoming 
Area, Darren Rodney 23-133, DeLu-
ca 14-44, Dillon Williams 2-8, team 
3-(minus-6).
PASSING — Tamaqua, Knoblauch 
19-47-5-199, Boyle 1-1-0-18. Wyo-
ming Area, DeLuca 3-6-0-76.
RECEIVING — Tamaqua, Lucas 
Gregoire 3-51, Boyle 10-72, Kistler 
6-76, Knoblauch 1-18. Wyoming 
Area, Leo Haros 1-8, B.Williams 
2-68.
INTERCEPTIONS — Jake Williams 
3-23, B.Williams 1-0, DeLuca 1-18.
MISSED FGs — none.

Fred Adams | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area quarterback Dominic DeLuca tries to jumps out of 
the grasp of Tamaqua linebacker Nate Boyle in the first quarter of 
Friday night’s PIAA Class 3A semifinal game at Spartan Stadium 
in Kingston. See GAME 14 | 79
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Brayden Knoblauch.
Knoblauch was sacked just 

once but harassed and flushed 
from the pocket several times by 
defensive ends Derek Ambrosino 
and Caleb Graham. He often had 
to throw on the run or off balance, 
and the Wyoming Area secondary 
responded.

Defensive back Jake Williams 
recorded the first of his three 
interceptions with a minute left 
until halftime. His pick in the 
end zone stopped a Blue Raiders’ 
drive that moved to the Wyoming 
Area 12-yard line. Jake Williams 
grabbed his second interception on 
Tamaqua’s first possession of the 
second half after fellow defensive 
back Leo Haros slapped a pass 
away from a receiver.

“It helps a ton,” Jake Williams 
said of the pass rush. “For the 
quarterback to get forced into 
rushing a throw or forced into 
something, it’s great. It helps us 
down field to make plays. We 
wouldn’t be here without those 
guys up front.”

Knoblauch attempted 47 passes 
— the most he’s ever thrown in a 
game — but completed just 19 for 
199 yards.

The final three Tamaqua drives 
ended in interceptions. Brian Wil-
liams, Jake’s older brother, nabbed 
Wyoming Area’s third pick of the 
game, again with pressure forc-
ing a throw. DeLuca made it four 
interceptions just past the midway 
point of the fourth quarter.

Jake Williams then completed 
his interception hat trick as Knob-
lauch was chased from the pocket 
and floated a desperation pass to 
near the goal line.

Dallas also made the Class 4A 
championship game, marking the 
first time two Wyoming Valley 
Conference teams will play for 
state football titles in the same 
year. Berwick is 1997 was the last 
WVC team in a state champion-
ship.

From page 79

Game 14
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Fred Adams | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area players wave Hershey bars after defeating Tamaqua 21-0 Friday night to advance to the PIAA Class 3A state championship game.

Fred Adams | For Times Leader

Wyoming Area running 
back Darren Rodney 
picks up a first down 
in the second quarter 
as Tamaqua defensive 
end Jared Reed makes 
the tackle.
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Congratulations
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Congratulations, Wyoming Area



By John Erzar
jerzar@timesleader.com

HERSHEY — Down 
14 points and down to 
the final quarter of the 
season.

A quarterback with 
two aching knees from a 
vicious hit.

A defense that couldn’t 
corral the opposition’s 
star running back with 
any consistency.

It all changed in a flash 
and a dash Saturday 
afternoon.

Senior receiver Riley 
Rusyn’s 80-yard touch-
down catch on a pass 
not intended for him 
provided the ignition 
for Wyoming Area’s 
21-14 comeback victory 
against Central Valley in 
the PIAA Class 3A state 
championship game at 
Hersheypark Stadium.

The championship was 
the first team state title 
in school history even 
though Wyoming Area 
(14-1) appeared headed 
for defeat.

Then came the play 
that changed everything.

Faced with a third-
and-8 on the second play 
of the fourth quarter, 
Wyoming Area quarter-
back Dominic DeLuca 
stepped up to avoid two 
pass rushers and then 
fired 20 yards down the 
center of the field to 
tight end Derek Ambro-
sino.

Rusyn raced in front 
of Ambrosino, made the 
catch on the run and 
then sped down the right 

sideline for a touchdown.
“Dom was getting 

pressured so I had to 
roll back to him,” said 
Rusyn, who had just six 
receptions entering the 
game but most were for 
long yardage. “I guess he 
was throwing the ball to 
Derek, but I just under-
cut it.”

The outcome was the 
same as a successful 
hook-and-lateral play 
without the initial catch 
and pitch. It caught 
Central Valley’s second-
ary flatfooted as three 
defenders converged on 
Ambrosino. Another 

Central Valley defensive 
back made a valiant 
effort to sprint across 
the field to tackle Rusyn, 
who was unsure he was 
going to make it to the 
end zone.

“Not until I turned my 
head and realized no one 
was there,” Rusyn said. 
“But when I hit about the 
15, I started to gas out.”

Rusyn had just enough 
fuel to fight off a tackle 
attempt at the 2-yard 
line.

DeLuca had enough to 
finish the game, although 
things looked bleak near 
the midway point of the 

second quarter. DeLuca 
took a nasty hit to his 
right kneecap on a run-
ning play and laid on the 
field in pain.

“I got drilled right in 
the kneecap,” DeLuca 
said. “I tweaked both 
knees, but it was the 
right knee that was the 
one.”

DeLuca limped 
through the remainder 
of the game, but able 
to throw one more TD 
passes and run for the 
eventually game-winner.

After Rusyn’s TD, 
Wyoming Area tackled 
Central Valley running 
back Jaylen Guy a yard 
short on a fourth-and-2 
play from the Wyoming 
Area 48-yard line. It was 
a rare stop of Guy, who 
finished with 164 yards 
on 30 carries.

Five plays later, 
DeLuca connected with 
receiver Brian Williams 
to place the ball at the 
Central Valley 8-yard 
line. Three plays netted 
just 4 yards and Wyo-
ming Area faced a fourth-
and-goal.

DeLuca rolled right 
while Ambrosino 
sneaked off the line to 
the left side of the end 
zone. Ambrosino’s catch 
and Josh Cumbo’s extra 
point tied the score 14-14 
at 4:20 of the fourth 
quarter.

“That was huge. That 
was the game. If we 
didn’t get that, our sea-
son is over,” Ambrosino 
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gAme 15:  Wyoming AreA 21, CenTrAL vALLey 14

Wyoming Area rallies to win Class 3A championship

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Derek Ambrosino runs after a short catch as lineman Nick Elko 
leads the way.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
F.J. Braccini (36) talks to his teammates prior to the game starting.

See GAME 15 | 84



Every one of us that has buckled up a chinstrap and 
ran onto the field is proud of what 
you accomplished. We can’t wait to 
see what is next for each of you and 
our program.

Warrior Pride 

Jim McDermott, DC
Dennis Owen, DC

www.getchiropractix.com

“Where the Pro’s Go” 

80949480
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Congratulations
Wyoming Area Football

From

CLEANING EXPRESS 
OF WYOMING VALLEY, INC.

FRANk & LISA YuREk

Frank Yurek Jr. 
#73 Class of 77

 Frank Yurek III 
#58 Class of 2016

(570)693-1225
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said. “I faked like I was 
blocking the middle line-
backer and then I slipped 
off and caught it in the 
corner of the end zone.”

Central Valley respond-
ed by moving to midfield 
once again, but Wyoming 
Area defensive end Caleb 
Graham batted down a 
third-down pass to force 
a punt. The punt got 
caught up in a relentless 
end-to-end wind and 
netted just 8 yards. An 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalty gave Wyoming 
Area the ball at the Cen-
tral Valley 42 with 1:43 
to play.

After DeLuca ran for 
2 yards on first down, he 
connected with Williams 
for a 39-yard gain on 
second down to move to 
the Central Valley 1. He 
plowed in from there with 
the eventual winning TD 
with 41 seconds left.

Then it was the Wyo-
ming Area defense’s turn 
to come up big as Cen-
tral Valley moved to its 
46-yard line with under 
20 seconds left. But 
Graham knocked down a 
pass on third-and-inches.

On fourth down, Cen-
tral Valley receiver Jawon 
Hall took a step behind 
the line of scrimmage 
and caught a short pass. 
Wyoming Area freshman 
linebacker Drew Mruk, 
playing the spot his older 
brother Corey manned 
until a season-ending 
injury, nailed Hall before 
he could take a step. 
Cornerback Leo Haros 
applied the final hit to 
drive Hall out of bounds.

Game over … except 
for a kneel down.

“I not so sure we made 

enough plays,” said Cen-
tral Valley coach Mark 
Lyons, whose District 
7 championship team 
finished 13-2. “They 
made the plays when 
they counted. In a game 
like this, those plays get 
magnified.”

Wyoming Area brought 
a state title back to the 
Wyoming Valley Confer-
ence for the first time 
since Berwick won the 
Class 3A championship 
in 1997. District 2 had 
lost seven consecutive 
championship games, 
including Dallas’ setback 
on Thursday night.

“We were talking com-
ing out at half,” Wyo-
ming Area coach Randy 
Spencer said. “We faced 
adversity throughout 
the course of the year 

— Lehman, Dunmore, 
Montoursville. It was 
about this is our last 24 

minutes, let’s make it the 
best 24 minutes of the 
season.

“To have our kids 
come out and show that 
heart and show that 

desire to compete at the 
highest level was just 
incredible.”
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PIAA Class 3A Championship
Wyoming Area 21, Central Val-
ley 14
Central Valley 0 7 7 0 — 14
Wyoming Area 0 0 0 21 — 21

Second quarter
CV — Jaylen Guy 1 run (Ethan Ott 
kick), 1:25

Third quarter
CV — Stephon Hall 2 run (Ott kick), 
9:40

Fourth quarter
WA — Riley Rusyn 80 pass from 
Dominic DeLuca (Stanley Moderski 
kick), 11:39
WA — Derek Ambrosino 4 pass from 
DeLuca (Josh Cumbo kick), 4:02
WA — DeLuca 1 run (Moderski kick), 
0:41
Team statistics CV WA
First downs 13 11
Rushes-yards 41-154 32-58
Passing yards 93 209
Total yards 247 267
Passing 8-16-1 11-16-1
Sacked-yards lost 3-20 3-18
Punts-avg. 4-23.5 4-25
Fumbles-lost 2-0 3-0
Penalties-yards 7-62 7-65

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Central Valley, Ameer 
Dudley 7-(minus-29), Guy 30-164, 
Myles Walker 2-10, S.Hall 2-9. Wyo-
ming Area, Darren Rodney 12-34, 
DeLuca 17-19, Brian Williams 0-4, 
Leo Haros 2-2, team 1-(minus-1).
PASSING — Central Valley, Dudley 
8-16-1-93. Wyoming Area, DeLuca 
11-15-0-209, Jake Williams 0-1-1-0.
RECEIVING — Central Valley, Ja-
won Hall 4-34, Guy 2-23, Walker 
2-36. Wyoming Area, B.Williams 
3-70, Ambrosino 4-33, Haros 1-0, 
Rusyn 3-106.
INTERCEPTIONS — Central Valley, 
Mike Barbuto 1-0. Wyoming Area, 
DeLuca 1-0.
MISSED FGs — none.

From page 81

Game 15

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Wyoming Area receiver Brian Williams hauls in a 32-yard reception over Central Valley defensive back Stephon Hall to place the ball at 
the Central Valley 8-yard line in the fourth quarter.



Ryan P. McDonnell, D.M.D.
1291 Wyoming Avenue

Exeter, PA  18643
(570) 654-7960

Congratulations to State Champions 
Wyoming Area Warriors
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Congratulations 
Wyoming Area State Football Champions!

From your friends at Driscolls Home Center!

Paint, Plumbing, Electrical, Key Cutting, Chip Key Cutting, 
Coal, Seasonal Supplies and more!

Driscoll’s Home Center 
More than just a hardware store

720 Wyoming Avenue
West Pittston

570-655-6500 
Hours Mon-Sat 8am-8pm

Sunday 8am-5pm

Driscoll’s Home Center

$7 off your purchase 
of $35 or more 
Ending 12/21

Coupon must be surrendered at 
the time of purchase. Cannot be 

combined with other offers. Some 
exclusions may apply.

All CHriStmAS itEmS on SAlE!
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Congratulations
to the 2019 Wyoming area 

Football Warriors. 
2019 P.i.a.a  3a state ChamPion 

Football team.

We are so Proud oF eaCh and 
every member oF this team!

mondlak Printery
5 Ambrose st. Port Griffith, PA 18640 •570-654-9871

love:  mom, alex, nana and PoP

80949316
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98 South Franklin St. I Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701 I www.anzalonelaw.com I 877.256.6933

Your HometoWn LAWYerS
DeDIcAteD to rePreSentIng tHe InjureD

Congratulations 
Wyoming Area Warriors 

on winning the State Championship!
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